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_ Advertiſement to the 


MUST entreat the purchaſers former 
tions to excuſe the freedom I have taken, in making 
confiderable addations to this. It has been 


_ targ depreciate 
what, with the . for their paſt encou- 
ragement, I now commit to the candor of the pu blic. 
es otng o the delicate dk, the elgune pencil 
and the ſtill more amiable condeſcenfion of 
genious Dr. WALL, an eminent at Worceſter, 
that. I am enabled to preſent my readers with the two 
beautiful and inſtructive frontifpieces ——— And that theſe 
volumes are thus elegantly adorned, without making any 
other advance in the 1 ny Hons 
from the additional number of ſheeis, is 
. generolity of my honoured friend, Sir Tromas — 


Bart. who, at his own furniſhed theſe copper- 
plates, ed by one of the fineſt hands in the king- 
vour w. I take a very peculiar ſatisfaction 


dom. A 
in acknowledging, not only as it is a fignal honour to 
the author, and his performance; but as it is alſo a 
pleaſing and authentic proof, that Chrifianity has its 
patrons in the fu ſtations of life: that there are 
perſons who think it no diſgrace to their diſtinguiſhed 
rank and ample fortune, to countenance even the weak- 
eſt attempt for promoting the intereſts of true religion. 
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THE FROWTLOOIDCE 


PxrsExTs the r view of © Quvech. The floor, the 
and the walls, are race na with ſepulchral 
On one fide is the 
monument of an infant, 8 with an urn, with a 
weeping ſtatue, inſcribed with the following epitaph :—- 
NASCENTES MORIMUR, No ſooner born than dead. —On 
z more eleyated tomb, and under an afſemblage of mili- 
tary 3 is pourtrayed a warrior, — to be 
mortally wounded, expiring in the attitude of adoration, 


and with the ſpirit of that noble liue, 
« 0! fave my conatry, heaven : — be thy laf. 


A youth, beholding the entation of this gallant 
ſeems to be ſtruck with admiration, and charmed 
with delight. A miniſter diyerts his attention to an ob- 
ject of infinitely higher dignity, and greater wonder: 

if the hero died—7RO pT RIA, In defence of his country ; 
CrusT died—er0 1N1MICHS, For the ſalvation of his ene- 
mies. An inſtance this, of ſuch difintereſted, diffuſive, 
and divine benevolence, as wakes all that heroes bave 
atchieved, and patriots ſuffered, dwindle into nothing, 
and ſcarcę deſerve our notice. 
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Verſes to Mr. Hervey, on his Meditations. 


N theſe lov'd ſcenes what rapt'rous graces ſhine, 
Live in each leaf, and byeathe in every. line! 
What facred beauties beam throughout the whole, 
To charm the ſenſe, and ſteal upon the ſoul ! 
In claffic elegance, and thoughts—his own, 

We ſee our faults as in a mirror ſhewg: 

Each truth in glaring characters expreſt, 

All own the twin reſemblance in their breaſt : 

His eaſy periods, and perſuaſive page, 

At once amend, and entertain the age: 

Nature's wide fields all open to his view, 

He charms the mind with ſomething ever new: 

On fancy's pinipns his advent'rous foul f 
Wantons unbounded, and pervades the whole; 

From death's dark caverns in the earth below, 

To ſpheres, where planets roll, or comets glow. 

See him explore, with more than human eyes, f 

The dreary ſepulchre where Granville lies: 
' Converſe with ſtones or monumental brats, 

The rude infcriptions—or the painted glaſs ; 

To gloomy vaults deſcend with awful tread, 

And view the filent manfions of the dead. 

To gayer ſcenes he next adapts his lines, 

Where laviſh Nature in emhroid'ry ſhines : 

The jeſs mine groves, the woodbine's fragrant bow'rs, 
With all the painted family of flow'rs : | 
There, Sacharifla ! in each fleeting grace, 

Read all the tranſient honours of thy face. 

With equal dignity now fee him riſe 

To paint the fable horrors of the ſkies: 

When all the wide horizon lies in ſhade; 

And midnight phantoms ſweep along the glade: 
All nature huſh'd—a ſolemn filence reigns, 


And ſcarce a breeze diſturbs the fleeping plains, 
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Lan, nor yet leſs in 
He draws the full orb'd moon's expanſive blaze ; 
The waving meteors trembling from on high, | 
With all the mute gre Fur nc I 
Syſtems on ſyſtems, w 
And dart rn 
Hail, mighty genius! whole encurſive ſoul 
o bounds confine, Be 
Whoſe „ and w 1 
From things inanimate can direct ® the rod, 
In juſt gradation, to aſcend to God. 
Tau ght by thy lives fee houry age grows wie 
And all the rebel in his boſom dies 
'en thoughtleſs youth in luxury of blood, 
y the infectious workd, and dare be good; 
Thy facred truths ſhall reach th impervious heart : 
Diſcerd ſhall ceaſe, diſeaſe forget to ſmart; 
Ev'n malice love, and calumny commend; 
Pride beg an alms, and avarice turn a friend. 
Centred in Chriſt, who fires the foul within, 
The fle th ſhall Know no pain, the ſoul no-fin: 
Even in the terrors of expir 


ing breath, 
We bleſs the friendly — * death. 
Oxford, April 28, 1748. 


1 
BY A PHYSICIAN. 


ELESTIAL meditant! whoſe ardors riſe 
— tombs, and kindle to * 
How thall an earthly bard's ftring 
Reſound the flights of thy ſeraphic wing? 
When great Elijah in the fiery car, | 
Flam'd' viſible to heav'n, a g ſtar, | 
A feer remain'd to thunder what he knew, 


And with his mantle: caught his ſpirit too. 


Wit 


In alluſion to the cnftom of hewing curious objects, and par- 
zicwarifing their reſpe@ive delicacies, by the pointing of a pug. 


R N 


with fair. : 

I feel (thy face un ) thy heart refin'd, 

And taſte with bliſs the beauties of thy mind ; 

Collecting clearly thro? thy facred plan, 

What reverence of God! what love to man! 

—0l when at la our deathleſs forms ſhall riſe, 

And flow'rs and ſtars defiſt to moralize ; 

Shall then my foul, by thine inform'd, ſurvey, 

And bear the ſplendors of effential day 

But while my thoughts indulge the 

(My utmoſt worth beneath my kumbleſt hope) 

Conſcience, or ſome ing angel, cries, 

« No lazy wiſhes reach above the ſkies. 

« Would you indeed the perfect ſcenes ſurvey, 

And ſhare the triumphs of unbounded day; 

« His love-diffuſive life with ardor live; 

* And die like this divine contemplative.” 
Londen, Fuly g, 1748. 
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*Tis thine, whoſe life's a comment on thy page. 


( wil } 
BY A PHYSICIAN: 


Tana , and raiſe the nobler part, 
To mend the morals, and to warm the heart; 
To trace the genial ſource we Nature call, 
And prove the God of Nature friend of all; 
Htrver for this his mental landfeape drew, 
And ſketch'd the whole creation out to view. 
'Th' enamel'd bloom and variegated flow'r, 
Whoſe crimſcn changes with the changing hour 
The humble ſhrub, whoſe fragrance ſcents the morn, 
Wich buds diſ to the early dawn; 
The oaks that grace Britaonia's mountains fide; 
And ſpicy Lebanon's ſuperior * pride; 
All loudly fov'reign excellence proclaim, 
And animated worlds confeſs the fame. 
The azure fields that form th' extended fky; 
The-planetary globes that roll on high, 
And ſolar orbs, of proudeſt blaze, combine, 
To act ſubſervient to the great defign: 
Men, angels, ſeraphs, join the general voice; 
And in the Lord of Nature, all rejoice. ' 
His, the grey Winter's venerable guiſe, 
Its ſhrouded glories, and inſtructive ſkies +; 
His, the ſnow's plumes, that brood the fick'ning blade: ; 
His, the bright pendant that impales the gladez 
The waving foreſt, or the whiſp'ring brake; 
The ſurging billow, or the lleepuis lake. 
The fame, who pours the beanties of the Spring, 
Or mounts the whirlwind's deſolating wing. 
The fame, who ſmiles in Nature's peaceful form, 
Frowns in the tempeſt, and direfts the ſtorm. ' 
"Tis thine, bright teacher, to improve the age 3 
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ao happy page ! whole periods fweetly flow, 
Whole figures charm us, and whofe colours glow: 


The Cedar. + R-ferring to the Winter · piece. 
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Where artleſs Piety pervades the whole, 
Refines the genivs, and exalts the foul. 
For let the witling argue all he can, 

It is religion ſtill that makes the man. ; 
rTis this, my friend, that ſtreaks our morning bright 
Tis this that gilds the borrors of the night; 

When wealth forfakes us, and when friends are few; 
When friends are faithleſs, or when foes purſue: 

"Tis this that wards the blow, or ſtills the ſmart, 
Difarms affliction, or repels its dart; 

Within the breaſt bids pureſt rapture riſe; 

Bids fmilthg conſcience ſpread her cloudleſs ſkies. 

When the ftorm thickens, and the thunder rolls, 
When the earth trembles to th' affrighted poles; 
The virtuous mind, nor doubts _ par aſſail; 

For ſtorms are zephyrs, or a gentler gale. 

And when Diſcate obſtrudts the lab'ring breath, 
When the heart ſickens, and each pulſe is death: 
Even then religion ſhall ſuſtain the juſt, 

Grace their laſt moments, nor deſert their duſt. 


Auguſt 5, 1748. 
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S ſome new ſtar attracts th' admiring fight, 

His ſplendors pouring thro” the fields of light, 
Whole nights, delighted with the unuſual rays, 
On the fair heavenly vifitant we gaze; 

So thy fam'd volumes ſweet ſurpriſe impart 

Mark'd by all eyes, and felt in ev'ry heart. 

Nature, inform'd by thee, new paths has trod, 

And riſes, here, a preacher for her God; 

By fancy's aid myſterious heights ſhe tries, 

And lures us by our ſenſes to the ſkies. 

To deck thy ſtyle collected graces throng, 

Bold as the pencil's tints, yet ſoft as ſong. 

In themes, how rich thy vein ! how pure thy choice! 
Tranſcripts of truth, own'd clear for Scripture's voice : 
Thy judgment theſe, and Piety atteſt, 
Tranſcripts—read only fairer in thy breaſt. 

There, what thy works would ſhew, we beſt may ſee, 


And all they teach in doctrine lives in thee. 
Vor.. I. B 


To ii 


( * ) 
Oh !/—might they live ur prayers their ſtrife engage; 
But thy fix'd languor yields us fad preſage. 
In vain ſkilVd med'cine tries her healing art; 
Diſeaſe, long foe, entrenches at thy heart. 
Yet on new labours ſtill thy mind is 5 
For a world's good too thoughtleſs of thy own. 
Active, like day's kind orb, life's courſe you run, 
It. ſphere ſtill glorious, tho” a ſetting ſan. 
Redemption opes thee wide her healing plan, 
Health's only balm, her fov'reign'(t gift to man. 
Themes ſweet like theſe thy ardors, freſh, excite; 
Warm at the foul, they nerve the hand to write; 
Make thy try'd virtues in their charms appear, 
Patience, raiſed Hope, firm Faith, and Love fincere 7 
Like a big conſtellation, bright they glow, 
And beam out lovelier by the night of woe. 
Enov :: were thy merits to the public long, 
Ere own'd thus feebly in my humble ſong. 
Damp'd are my fires; my heart dark cares depreſs ; 
A heart too fecling from its own diſtre is. 
Proud on thy friendſhip yet to build my fame, 
I gain'd my page a ſanction from thy name. 
Weak theſe returns (by gratitude tho” led) 
When mine ſhall in thy fav'rite leaves be read. 
Yet o'er my confcious meanneſs Hope prevails ; 
Love gives me merit, where my genius fails. 
On its ſtrong baſe my ſmall deſert I raiſe, 
| Averſe to flatt'ry, as un{kilPd tc praiſe. 
Mile-End Green, 
Feb. 23, 3 
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HENCE flow theſe founds ? or whencethisraptur'd ſtrain ? 
Cherubic notes my wond'ring ear detain ? 
Yet 'tis a mortal's voice: tis HRRVE x fings: 
Svblime he foars on contemplation's wings: 
In every period breathes ecſtatic thought; 
HERVEY, twas Heaven thy facred leſſons taught. 
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( i ) 
Celeftial vifions bleſs thy ſtudious hours, 
Thy lonely walks, and thy ſequeſter'd bowr's. 
What fav'ring pow'r, diſpenſing facre aids, 
Thy cavern'd cell, thy curtain'd couch, pervades ? 
Still hov'ring near, obſervant of thy themes, 
In whiſpers prompts thee, or inſpires thy dreams: 
Jefus! Effulgence of paternal light? 
Ineffably divine ! ſupremely bright | 
Whoſe energy according worlds atteſt, 
Kindled theſe ardors in thy glowing breaſt. 
We catch thy flame, as we thy page peruſt; 
And faith in every object Jeſus views. 
We in the bloomy breathing garden trace 
S-mew hat—like emanations of his e; 
1 muſt all ſweetneſs and all beauty yield, 
Idume's grove, and Sbaron's flow'ry field, 
Cc ar'd with Jeſus; meanly, meanly ſhews 
The brighteſt ly, faint the lovelieſt roſe. 
Divin* inſt :ctor f lead through midnight glooms, 
To mor 2 ig itars, and preaching tombs : 
Thro' the fl void a daviour's voice ſhall br 
Ay from ob's Star the darkneis ſtreak; 
To hin the taireſt ſcenes their luſtre owe; 
His cov'nant brightens the celeſtial bow, 
His vaſt benevolence profuſely ſpreads 
he yellow harveſts, ind the verdant meads. 
Thy pupil, Hervey, a Redeemer finds 
Un boundleſs oceans, and in viewleſs winds : 
He reins at will the furious blaſt, and guides 
 FTherending tempeſts, and the roaring tides. 
O give, my ſoul, thy welfare to his truſt : 
ho rais'd the world, can raiſe thy fleeping duſt ? 
He will, he will, when Nature's courſe is run, 
Mid'ſt falling ſtars, and an extinguiſh'd ſun ; 
e will with myriads of his ſaints appear. 
may I join them, tho' the meaneſt there. 
L ho” nearer to the throne my HErveEr ſings; 
Tho' I at humbler diſtance ftrike the ſtrings ; 
Let both ſhall mingle in the fame employ, 
both Irink the fulneſs of eternal joy. 


Clerkenwell-Green, Feb. 24, 1749-50. Jonn purcs. 
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H AT numbers of our race 


The earth in ſpring's embroid'ry dreſt, 
ocean's ever-working breaſt ! 

And ftill no grateful honours riſe 

To Him who ſpread the ſpacious ſkies, 

Who hung this air- uſpended ball, 

And lives, and reigns, and ſhines in all ! 

To chaſe our ſenſual fogs away, 

And bright to pour th' eternal ray 
Of Deity infcrib'd around 

Wide Nature to her utmoſt bound, 
Is HErver's taſk; and well his (kill 
Celeſtial can the taſk fulfil : | 
Aſcending from theſe ſcenes below, 
Ardent the Maker's praiſe to ſhew, 
His facred contemplations ſoar, 

And teach our wonder to adore. 

Now he ſurveys the realms beneath, 
The realms of horror, and of death; 
Now entertains his vernal hours 
In flow'ry walks, and blooming bow'rs ; 


Now hails the black-brow'd night, that brings, 


Ethereal dews upon her wings; 
Now marks the planets, as they roll 
On burning axes round the pole: ; 


"While tombs, and flow'rs, and ſhades, and ſtars, 


Unveil their ſacred characters 
Of juſtice, wiſdom, pow'r, and love; 
And lift the ſoul to realms above, g 
Where dwells the God in glory crown'd, 
Who ſends his boundleſs influence round. 
do Jacob, in his bliisful dreams, 
Array'd in heav'n's refulgent beams. 
Saw from the ground a ſcale ariſe, 
Whoſe ſummit mingled with the ſkies: 
Angels were pleas'd to paſs the road, 
The ſtage to carth, and path to God. 
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HERvErT, procced; for nature yields 
Freſh treaſure in her ample fields; 
And in ſeraphic ecſtaſy 
Still bear us to the throne on high, 
Ocean's wild wonders next explore, 
His changing ſcenes, and ſecret ſtore; 
Or let dire Earthquake claim thy toil, 
Earthquake that ſhakes a guilty iſle. 

So, it ſmall things may ſhadow forth, 
Dear man, thy labours and thy worth, 
The bee upon the flow'ry lawn 
Imbibes the lucid drops of dawn, 

Works them in his my ſterious mould, 
And turns the common dew to gold. 
LONDON, Trowas Grezoxs, 
May 26, 1759. 
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EL1GHTFUL Author! whom the faints inſpire! 
And whiſp'ring angels with their ardors fire: 
From youth like mine, wilt thou accept of praiſe ? 
Or ſmile with candor on a ftripling's lays ? 
My little laurel (but a ſhoot at molt) 
Has hardly more than one ſmall wreath to boaſt, 
Such as it is—— Ah! might it worthier be! 
Its ſcanty foliage all is due to thee. . 
Oh ! if amongſt the honours of thy brow, 
This flender circlet may but humbly grow ; 
If its faint verdure haply may find place 
A foil to others; — though its own diſgrace ; 
Accept it, HERvEy, from a heart ſincere; 
And for the giver's ſake—— the tribute wear. 

Thy ſoul-improving works perus'd, what tongue 
Can hold from praiſe, or check th' applaulive ſong ? 
But ah! from whence ſhall gratitude obtain ? 


Language that may its glowing zeal explain? 

How to ſuch wond'rous worth adapt a ſtrain ? 
Deſcrib'd by thee, cold ſepulchres can charm ; 
Storms, calm the foul; and freezing winter, warm. 
Clear'd from her gloomy ſhades, we view pale night 
Aurrounded with 2 blaze of mV light. 
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Lo! where ſhe comes! all filent! penfive! flow! 
On her dark robe unnumber'd meteors glow ! 
High on her head a ſtarry crown ſhe wears! 
Bright in her hand the lamp of reaſon bears! 
Sir.iling, —dehold ! ſhe —4 the ſoul to heaven, 
And bids the weeping finner be forgiven! 

But when thy fancy ſhifts this ſolemn ſcene, 
And ruddy morning gilds the chearful 
With ſudden joy we view the proſpect org avert 
And bluſhing ſweets in beauteous order rang'd. 

We ſee the violets; ſmell the dewy roſe, 

And each perfume that from the woodbine flows: 
A boundleſs perſpeCtive there greets our eyes: 
Mich vales deſcend, and verdant mountains riſe. 
The ſhepherds cottages, the rural folds : 

All, that thy art deſcribes, the eye beholds! 

Amazing limner |! whence this matchleſs pow'r ? 
Thy work's a garden !——ev'ry word, a flow'r ! 

T by lovely tints almoit the bloom excel, 
And none but Nature's ſelf can paint fo well; 

Hail, holy man {—henceforth thy work ſhall ſtand 

(Like ſome fair column by a maſter-hand, 

Which, whilſt it props, adorns the tow'ring pile) 

At once to grace and elevate our /le. 

Tho' fimple, lofty; tho majeſtic, plain 

Whoſe bold defign the rules of art refrain. 

' In which the niceſt eye ſees nothing wrong 

Ibo polith'd, juſt; and elegant, tho ns, 

|) OF 25, 1750. | ST. GzorGE MolEswoRTH, 
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N 2 s lap the muſes long have lain, . 
I And hung, attentive, on her Syren ſtrain. 

Still toils the bard beneath ſome work deſign, 

And puny thought but halts along the line: 

Or tuneful mothings, ſtealing on the mind, 


„ — 


Melt into air, nor leave a trace behind. 
While to thy rapt'rous proſe, we feel, belong 
The ſtrength of wiſdom, and voice af ſong: 
This lifts the torch of facred truth on high, 
And points the captives to their native ſky. 
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( xt ) 
| How falſe the joys, which earth or ſenſe inſpires, 
That clog the ſoul, and damp her purer fires! 
Truths, which thy loletn ſcenes, mu triend, declare, 
Whoſ« glowing colours paint us as we are. 
Yet nor moroſely ſtern, nor idly gay, 
Dull melancholy ceigns, or trifles ſway; 
Ill would the ſtrains of levity beſit, 
And fullen gloom but ſadden :11 tt.y wit; 
Truth, judgment, fenfe, imagination, in; 
And ev'ry muſe, and ev'ry grace, is thine. 
Religion promyting the trend of main, 
Conſpiring genius executes the plan: 
Strong to convince, and elegant to charm, 
Plaintive to melt, or paſſionate to warm. 
Rais'd by degrees, weelevate our im, 
And grow immortal as we catch thy flame; 
True piety informs our languid hearts, 
And all the virtuous, and the vain departs. 
So when foul ſpreading fogs creep flowiy on, 
Blot the fair morn, and hide the golden ſun; 
Ardent he pours the boundleſs blaze of day, 
Rides through the ſky, and ſhines the miſt away, 
O, had it been the Almighty's gracious will, 

I had ſhar'd a portion of thy ſkill; 
lad this poor breaſt receiv'd the heav'nly beam, 
hich ſpreads its luſtre thro” thy various theme; 
That ſpeaks deep leſſons from the ſilent %, 
nd crowns the garden with freth ſpringing bloom: 
Jr, piercing through creatien's ample whole, 
Now ſoothes the night, or gilds the farry pole; 
Jr, marks how winter calls her howling train; 
er ſnows and ſtorms, that deſolate the plaia ! 
ith thee the mule ſhall trace the pleating road, 
nat leads from nature, up to nature's Goo; 
umble to learn, and, as ſhe knows the more, 
lad to obey, and happy to alore. 
| Northampton, : 

Aug. 25, 1750. 
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To Miss R— 1—. 


MADAM, 


1 os, the ONE on the deepeſt, the 
OTHER on the gayeſt, ſcenes of nature, when t 
proceeded privately from the pen, were addreſſed to a 
of the moſt valuable endowments, who crowned all ber 
other endearing qualities by a fervent love of CHRIST, 
and an exemplary conformity to bis divine pattern. She, 
alas ! lives no longer on earth ; unleſs it be in the ho- 
nours of a diſtinguiſbed character, and in the bleeding re- 
membrance of her acquaintance. 
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It is impoſſible, Madam, to wiſh you a richer bleſſing, or 
4 more ſu»/tantial happineſs, than that the ſame ſpirit of 
unfeigned faith, the ſame courſe of undcfiled religion. 
which have enabled ber to triumph over death, may both 
animate and adorn your life. And you <will permit me wo 
declare, that my chief inducement in requeſting your accept- 
ance of the following Meditations, now they make a pub - 
lic appearance from the preſs, is, that they are deſigned to 
cultivate the ſame ſacred principle, and to promote ihe ame 
excellent practice. 
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Long, Madam, may you bloom in all the vivacity and 
amiableneſs of youth, like the charming ſubje& of one of 
theſe contemplations. But at the ſame time remember, that, 
roith regard to ſuch inferior accompliſhments, you muſt one 
day fade, ( may it prove ſome very remate period / ) like 
the mournful object: of the other. This conſideration will 
prompt you to go on a» youÞave begun, in adding the meek- 


nefs of wiſdom, and all the beauties F holineſs, to the 
Vol. I. d grace” 
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graces of an engaging perſon, and the refinements of a * 
lite education. 


And mig. . ! might the enſuing hints furniſh you 
Wi the leaſt aſfiftance, in proſecuting ſo deſirable an end; 
might they contribute, in any degree, to eſtabliſh your faith, 
or elevate your de vation; they would, then, 2 — niſter to 
the author ſuch @ ſatisfafion, as applauſe cannot give, nor 
cenſure take away : A ſatiſaftion, which I ſhould be able 
ts enjoy, even in thoſe awful moments, when all that capti- 
vates the eye is HOP in darkneſs, every hey of 
this lower world di ©" 9 Aer for ever. 


- T heſe wiſhes, Madam, as they are a moſt agreeable em- 
ploy of my thoughts, ſo they come attended with this addi- 
tional circum tance of pleaſure, that they are alſo the ſiucereſt 
expreſſion of that very great eſteem, with which 4 am, 


| 
: 
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Mapam, 
Your moſt obedient, 


Moſt humble ſervant, 


Northampton, IJ. HERVEx. 


Weſton-Favell, 9 
May 20, 1746. 
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*HE firſt of theſe occaſional meditations begs 
leave to remind my readers of their /atter end; and 
would invite them to fet, not their houſes only, but, 
which is inexpreſſibly more needful, their ſouls in order: 
that they may be able, through all the intermediate 
ſtages, to loc forward upon their approaching exit, 
without any anxious apprebenſrons: And when the great 
change commences, may bid adieu to terreſtrial things, 
with all the ca/mneſs of a chearful reſignation, with all 
the comforts of a welk-grounded faith. 
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The other attempts to ſketch out ſome little traces of 
the gall-ſufficiency of our Redeemer, tor the grand and 
ious purpoſes of everlaſting ſalvation. That a ſenſe 
of his unutterable dignity, and infinite perfections, may 
incite us to regard him with ſentiments of the moſt pro- 
found veneration; to long for an aſſured intereſt in his 
merits with all the ardency of deſire; and to truſt in 
his powerſul mediation with an afrance not to be ſhaken 
by any temptation, nor to be ſhared with any perform- 
ances of our own. - | 


I flatter myſelf, that the thoughts conceived among 
the tombs, may be welcome to the ſerious and humane 
mind. Becauſe, as there are few, who have not con- 
figned the remains of ſome near relations or honoured 
friends to thoſe filent repoſitories; fo there are none, 
but muſt be ſenſible that this is the houſe appointed fer 

all living; and that they themſelves are ſhortly to re- 
| 1 move, 
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De 
move into the fame ſolem And who 
wonld not turn aff ©, ile from the moſt fa- 
vourite amuſe m. die the plorg here Ins once 
loved ca- £2 Who on not tometimes ſurvey 
ur „„ „ where he hmjelf is to take up an 4- 
be; : bail be no more? 


to be other little eſſay. may I not humbly pre- 
ſue, that the very ſubject itſelf will recommend the re- 
merks? For who is not with the praſpect of 
the blooming creation, and even charmed with the deli- 
cate attractions of flowers? Who does not covet to aſ- 
femble them in a I 
Since this is a pa 
wit 
ment? This piece of human I have ventured to 
ſuggeſt, and endeavoured > in the ſecond 
letter; that, while the hand is the tranſient 


but come breathing from the fragrant 
qual, 
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Meditations among the "Tombs. 


INALETTER TO A LADY, 


MaDaM, N : 
RAVELLING lately into Cornwall, I happened to alight 
at a conſiderable village in that county; where inding 
myſelf under an unexpected neceſſuy of ſtaying a little, I took 
walk to the church*. The doors, like the heaven to which 
they lead, were wide open, and reaily admitted an unworthy 
- Pleafed with the opportunity, I refolved to ſpend a 
few minutes under the ſacred roof. 

In a ſituation fo retired and awtul, I could not avoid falling 
into a train of meditations, ſerious and mournfully pleakng : 
which, I truſt, werg in ſome degree profitable to me, while 
they poſſefſed and warmed my thoughts; and if they may ad- 
miniſter any fatis faction to on, Madam, now they are recol- 
led, and-commitited to writing, I ſhall receive a freſh plea- 
ſure from them. 

It was an ancient pile; reared by hands, that, ages ago, were 
mouldered into du(t.————Situate in the centre of a large 
burial-ground ; remote from all the noiſe and hurry of tumul- 
tuous life. The body ſpacious; the ſtructure lofty; the 
whole magnificently plain. A row of regular pillars extended 
themſelves 


— — — —ß— 


# I had named, in ſome ſormer editions, a particular church, 
iz. Kii kuaurrov, where ſcveralt of the monuments, deſcribed 
in the following pages, really exiſt. But as | thought it conve- 
vient to mention ſome caſes Here, which are not, according to the beft 
of my remembran ee, referred to in any inſcriptions there; I have 
now omitted the name; that imaginaton might operate more free» 
ly, and the improvement of the reader be conſulted, without any 
thing that ſuould lock like a from the truth and fact, 
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24 MEDITATIONS 


themſelves through the midſt, the roof with fimp!i. 
city, and with dignity. Tue h 
er 


ght that paſſed through the 
indows, ſeemed to ſhed a kind of /uminous obſcurity; which 
gave „ a grave and venerable air. deep 
Hence, to the g aſpet, and bath heightened by 
the lonelineſs of the place, greatly increaſed the folemaity of 
the ſcene. A ſort of religious dread ſtole inſenſibiy on 
my mind, while I advanced, all penfive and thoughtful, along 
the inmoſt iſle; ſuch a dread, as huſhed every ruder paſſion, 
and diſſipated all the 11 ot an alluring world. 
Having adored the 

confined to temples made with hands, has heaven for nis 
throne, and the earth for his footſtool, I took particulu 


God, who carried them 


informed, 
I preſume, to that gracious 


with joy.” 


preme Benefactor for its object. I have always looked upon 
gratitude as the moſt exalted principle that can actuate the 
heart of man. It has ſomething noble, diſintereſted, and (if 
I may be allowed the term) generouſly devout. Repentance in- 
dicates our nature fallen, and prayer turns chiefly upon a re- 
gard to one's felf. But the exerciſes of gratitude ſubſiſted 
in paradiſe, where there was no fault to deplore ; and will be 
tuated in heaven, when „ God ſhall be all in all.” 

The language of this ſweet temper is, « I am unſpealkably 

obliged; what return ſhall I make?“ —— And, furely, it is no 


dwelleth.” Of old the habitation of his feet was glorious : let 
ut 


— ä 


The name of a grand feat, belonging to the late Earl of 
Bath; remarkable formerly for its excellent workmanſhip aud ele- 

nt furniture z once the principal reſort of the quality and geutry 
of the welt, but now demobihed, laid cven with the 3 aud 
ſcarce one ſtane left upon another, --— $4 that cru may grow, ot 
rettles ſprir g, where Sue lately ſtood. 


: 


ernal Majeſty, who, far from being 
notice of a handſome altar-piece ; preſented, as I was afterward; | 
5 by the maſter-builders of S u || ; out of gratitude, 
their work, and enabled them to © bring forth their top ſtone 

Ol how amiable is gratitude ! eſpecially when it has the Su- 


improper expreſſion of an unteigned thankfulneſs, to decorate 
dur Creator's courts, and beautify the © place where his honour 
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AMONG THE TOMBS. '®, 
it not, now, be ſordid or contemptible. It muſt grieve an in- 
genuous mind, and be a reproach to. any people, to have their 
own honſes wainſcotted with cedar, and painted with vermilion; 


while the temple of the Lord of hoſts is deſtitute of every de- 


cent ornament. _ 

Here I recollected, and was charmed with Sælomon's fine ad- 
dreſs to the Almighty, at the dedication of his famous temple. 
With irunenſe charge, and exquiſite {kill, he had erected the 
moſt rich and finiſhed ſtructure that the ſun ever ſaw. Yet, 


upon a review of his work, and a reflection on the tranſcendent 


per fections of the Godhead, how he exalts the one, and abaſes 
the other! The building was too g/ori2vs, for the mightieſt 
monarch to. inhabit; too ſacred, for unhallowed feet even to 


Y enter; yet infinitely too mean, for the Deity to refide in. It 


was, and the royal worſhipper ackaowledged it to be, a moſt 


J marvellous vouchſafement in uncreated Excellency, “ to put his 
name there.” 


The whole paſlage breathes ſuch a delicacy, 
and is animated with ſuch a ſublimity of ſentiment, that I n- 


not perſuade myſelf to paſs on, without repeating it: But will 


God indeed dwell on earth? Behold ! the heaven ; and the heaven of 
heavens, cannot contain thee : how mu.h leſs this houſe that I have 
builded+ —Incomparable ſaying ! Worthy the wiſeſt of men. 


————— 


+ 1 Kings viii. 29. But will: — A fine abrupt beginning, 
moſt figyyticantly deſeribing the amazement and rapture of the 
royal prophet's mind !—GOD: He uſes no epithet, where writers 
of iofe rior diſcernment would have beeu fond to multiply them; 


| but ſpeaks of the Deity, as an incomprehenſible Being, whoſe 
perfections and glorics are exalted above all praiſe. -— Duell! 
Fo beltuw on finful creatures a propitinus look, to favour them 


with a trapſient viſic of kindneſs; even this were an unutterable 
obligation. Will he then vouchſafe to fix his abode among them, 
and take up his ſtated refidence with chem? —— Inde: A word, 
in this connection, peculiarly emphatical; expreſſive of a conde- 
ſetnſion, wonderful and extraordinary almoſt beyond all credibility. 
Bebold : Iutimating the continued, or rather the inereaſing 
ſurpriſe of the ſpeaker, and :wakening the attention ot the hearer. 
—Lehold the heaven The ſpacious concave of the firmament, 
the wide extended azure circumference, in which worlds unnum- 


tered perform their revolutions, is tov ſcanty an apartment for the 
Vor I. D God. 
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MEDITATION S 


Who would not chuſe to pofleſs ſuch an elevated devotion, 
jr 2 to own all the glittering materials of that ſumptuous 
ecince | 
We are apt to be ſtruck with admiration at the ſtateline(y 
and grandeur of a maſterly performance in architecture; and, 
perhaps, on a fight of the ancient ſanctuary, ſhoul! have ma le ; 
the ſuperficial obſervation of the diſciples; © Wiiat manner of 
ſtones, and what buildings, are here!“ — But what a e 
turn of thought, and 7/ter taſte of things, Hes it fever, + 0 
join with Jrnel's king, in cetebrating the condelernfion of fe 
divine inhabitant! That the high and lofts Me, who fills jm. 
menſity with his glory, ſhould, in a peculiar manner, fix nis 
abode there; ſhould there manifeſt an * iure Jegree of | 
his benedictive preſence; permit ſinful mort += :pproach his 
Nlajeſty, and promiſe “to make them joyful! in his houſe of © 
prayer! .it ſhould more fenfibly aT:& dur hearts, than the 
moſt curious arrangement of ſtones can :telight our eyes. 5 
Nay, the everlaſting God does not diſclain to dwell in our 
uli by his Holy Spirit; and to make cven our bodies his tem- 
ple. 'Feti m-, ye that frame critical judgments, and ba- 
lane: nicely the diſt: ation of things, * Is this molt aſtoniſhing, | 
or moſt repoicing ”'-——He humdleth himſelf, the ſcripture Þ 
zTares us, even to behold the things that are in heaven . It 
is a moſt condeſcending favour, if HE pleafes to take the leaſt F 
approving notice of angels and archangels, when they bow 
down in homage from their celeſtiat thrones. Will he then 
graciouſly regard, will he be united, moſt intimately united, to 
poor, polluted, breathing duſt ? Unparalleled hononr, 
invaluable privilege ! Be this my portion, and I ſhall not covet 


crewns, nor Envy Conquerors. 
But 


— — 
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Godhead. Nay, ths heaven of heavens: Thoſe valtly higher rracks, 
which lie far beyond the limits of human ſurvey, to which our 
very thonghts can hardly foar; even theſe (unbounded as they are 
cannot aff rd an adequate habitation fir J EH OVA H; çven 3 
theſe dwindle into a point, when compared with the infinitude of WW” 
his eſſence; even thefe are as nothing before him.” —— Hou much 
4 proportionate is this poor diminutive ſpeck (which I have been 
erecting and embelliſhing) to ſo augn t a P:icſence, ſo immenſe 2 


Majeſty! 
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AMONG THE TOMBS. ud 
But let me remember, what a ſanity of diſpoſition, and 
wprightneſs of converſation, ſo exalted a relation demands: re- 
member this, and rejoice with trembling.” Durſt I com- 
mit any iniquity, while I tread theſe hallowed courts? Could 
the eis high pricſt allow himſelf in any known tranſgreſſion, 
while he made that ſulemn yearly entrance þ into the holy of 
holies, and ſtood before the immediate preſence of F E H O- 
y A ti? No, truly. In fch circumſtances, a thinking perſon 
muſt ſhudder at the moſt remote folicication to any wilful 
oftence. I ſhould nos be ſhioch gd at the leaſt indecency of be- 
"Fhaviour, and am apprehentive f every appearance of cvil.—— 
And why do we not carry this holy jealouſy into all our erdinary 
Ife? Why do we not, in every place “, reverence ourſelves, as 
ons dedicated to the Divinity, as living teniples of the God- 
*Yhead? For, if we arc real, and not merely nominal Chriſti 
che God of glory, according to his own promiſe, dwells in us, 
end walks in us f.— 0] that this one doctrine of our religion 
"I might operate with an abiding cficacy upon our conſciences! 
It would be inſtead of a thonſaiid laws to regulate our conduct; 
inſtead ot a thouſand motives to quicken us in holineſs. Under 
the influence of /uch a cunviction, we ſhuuld ſtudy to maintain 
a purity of intention; a diguity of action; and to walk worthy 
Jof that tranſcendently majeſtic Being, who admits us to a fel- 
lowſhip with himſelf, and with lis Don JEsSUs CHRIST. 
The next thing wbich engaged my at: ention, was the /ettered 
ar, The pavement, ſou, eu hat he £zekiePs roll, was written 
over fron: one end to the other. I ſoon perceived the compari- 
Ion to hold good in another reſpect, and the inſcriptions to be 


= matter of “ mourning, lamentation, and woe g.“ Ihey ſeemed 

to court my oblervatiun; ſilently inviting me to read them. And 

ut F ® I * 
1. k Heb. ix. 7. 

5 3 r 4 d oa 5 a 9 7 4 , was the fa vour- 


re} ite maxim of Pyrhageras, and ſuppoſed to be one of the beſt moral 
: precepts ever given to the hea'hen world. With what ſuperior 
furce, and very fingular advantage, does the argument take place 


. in the Chriſtia! ſcheme? where we ate taught to regard ourſelves, 
en |: merely as intellefFua/ beings, who have reaſon for our monitor ; 
a Nut as conſecrated creatures, who have a G O D of the moſt cons 


te p-rteEtic n ever with us, ever ia us. 


+ 2 Cor, vi. 4& $ Ezek, ii. 10. 
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what would theſe dumb monitors inform me of ?——« That, 
beneath their little circumferences, were depoſited ſuch and ſuch 
pieces of clay, which once /ived, and moved, and talked: that 
they had received a charge to preſerve their names, and were 
the remaining truſtees of their mem 

Ah! faid I, is ſuch my ſituation ! the adorable Creator around 
me, and the bones of my fellow- creatures under me ! Surely, 
then, I have great reaſon to cry out, with the revering patriarch, 
How dre is this place 4! Serjouſneſs and Jevotion become 
this houſe for ever. May neve: :nter it lightly or irreverently; 
but with a profound awe, and godly fear ! 

O! that they were wiſe g! aid the inſpired penman. It was 
his laſt wiſh for his dear people. He breathed it out, and 
gave up the ghoſt ——But what is wiſdom? It confiſts not in 
refined ſpeculations; accurate reſearches into nature; or an 
univerſal acquaintance with hiſtory. The divine lawgiver 
ſettles this important point, in his next aſpiration : O that they 
underflood this ! that they had right apprehenſions of their ſpi- 
ritual intereſts, and eternal concerns! that they had eyes to 

| diſcern, and inclinations to purſue, the things which belong 
to their peace! But how ſhall they attain this valuable 
knowledge? I ſend them not, adds the illuſtrious teacher, 
to turn over all the volumes of literature: they may acquire, 
and much more expeditiouſly, this ſcience of life, by cogſdering 
their latter end. This (| of heaven is often lo under the 
glitter of pompous erudition, but ſhines clearly, ia the gloomy 
manſions of the tomb. Drowned is this gentle whiſper amidit 
the noiſe of ſecular affairs, but ſpeaks diſtinctly in the retire. 
ments of ſerious contemplation. Behold! how providen- 
tially I am brought to the ſchool of wiſdom *! The grave 
15 he moſt faithful maſter +; and theſe inſtances of mortality, 
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t Gen. XXViite 17. 4 Deut. xxxii. 29. 
The man how wiſe, who ſick of gaudy ſcenes, | 
Is led by choice to take his fav'rite walk 
Beneath death's gloomy, ſilent, cypreſs ſhades, 
Unpierc'd by vanity's fantaſtic ray ! 
To read his monuments, to weigh his duſt, 
Vibe his vaults, and dwell among the tombs! Night-Thought:. 
"F Wait the great teacher Death, Pork, 
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| AMONG THE TOMBS. 29 

the moſt inſtructive leſſons. Come then, calm attention, and 

my thoughts; come, thou cel ial Spirit, and enlighten 
my mind; that I may fo peruſe theſe awful pages, as to become 
« wiſe unto falvation.” 

Examining the records of mortality, I found the memorials 
of a || promiſcuous multitude. Ihey were huddled, at leaſt 
they reſted together, without any regard to rank or ſenioriry. 
None were ambitious of the uppermoſt rooms, or chief ſeats, 
in this houſe of mourning. None entertained fond and eager 
expectations of being honourahly greeted, in their darkſome 
cells. The man of years and experience, reputed as an oracle 
in his generation, was content to lie down at the feet of a babe. 
In this houſe appointed for all living, the ſervant was equally 
accommodated, and lodged in the fame ftory, with his maſtur. 
The pror indigent lay as ſoftly, and flept as ſoundly, as the moſt 

ent per. All the diſtiuction that ſubſiſted, was a graſſy 
lock, bound with olicrs; or a ſepulchral ſtone, ornamented 
with imagery. 

Why then, faid my working thoughts, O! why ſhould we 
raiſe ſuch a mighty ſtir about /#-p-ri:rity and precedence; when 
the next remove will reduce us all to a ſtate of equal mean- 
neſs? Why ſhould we exalt ourſelves, or debaſe others; tince 
we mult ail, one day, be upon a common level, and blended to- 
gether in the fame undiſtinguiſhed duſt? O that this conſider- 
ation might humble my own and others pride; and {uik our 
imaginations as low as our habitation will thortly be! 

Among theſe confuſed relics of humanity, there are, with- 
out doubt, perſons of contrary intereſts, and coy. rhifiing ſenti- 
ments. But death, like ſome able days man, has !ai! his haud 
on the contending parties; and brought ali their diit::caces to 
an * amicable concluſion. Here enemies, {worn enemies, dwell 
together in unity. They drop every imbittered thought, and for- 
get that they once were foes. Perhaps, their crumbling bones 
mix as they mouldey: and thoſe who, while they lived, ſtood 
aloof in irreconcileable variance; here fall into mutual embraces, 
and even incorporate with each other in the grave. Ol that 
we 


[| Mifta ſenum ac ju"enum dejantur funcra. Hoe. 
9 Hi mot us animorum, atque hec certamina /anta, 


Pulverts exigui acta compre{ſa quie, cent. Via 
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we might learn from theſe friendly aſhes, not to perpetuate the 
memory of 7»j/;ries: not to foment the fever of reſentment; nor 
cheriſh the turbulence of pain. That there may be as little 


animoſity and diſagreement in the land of the living, as there 


+ 1 th» congregation of the dead! But I ſuſpend for a 
while ſuch genera/ oblervations, and addreſs myſelf to a more 
particular inquiry. 

Yonder he flone, emblem of the innocence it covers, in- 
forms the behol.ier of one, who breathed out its tender ſoul, 
almoſt in the inſtant of receiving it There the peaceful a- 


ncan, © les ſtill and is quiet; it fleeps and is at reſt g Stay- 
ing only to waſh away its native impurity in the laver of 
nerat:oa, it bid a ſpeedy adieu to time and terreſtrial things. 
What did the little hafty ſojourner find, fo forbidding and 
diſguſt ful in our upper world, to occafion its precipitant exit? 
It is written, in ee, of its ſuffering Saviour, that when he had 
taſted the vinegar mingled with gall, he would not drink 5. 
And did our new come ſtranger begin to /ip the cup of life; 
but perceiving the bitterneſs, turn away its head, and retuſe 
the draught ? Was this the cavufe why the wary babe only open- 
ed its cy:s, juſt looked on the light, and then withdrew into 
the more inviting regions of undiſturbed repoſe ? — 
Happy vovager ! No ſooner launched, then arrived at the 
haven ||! 


and dangerous world! Who, « through many tribulations, have 
entered into the kingdom of heaven;” and thereby brought 
honour to their divine convoy, adminiſtered comfort to the com- 
panions of their toil, and left an inſtructive example to ſucced- 
ing pilgrims. 

Highly favoured probationer ! accepted, without being ex- 
erciſed ! It was thy peculiar privilege, not to fee/ the flight- 
eſt of thoſe evils which ppreſs thy ſurviving kindred ; which 
frequently fetch groans, from the moſt manly fortitude, or 


molt 
Job. iii. 13. + Mat. xxvii. 34+ 
Happy the babe, who privileg'd by fate, 
To ſhorter labour, and a lighter weight, 
KReceeiy'd but yelterday the gift of breath, 
Order'd to morrow to return to death. Patoa'; Sol. 


But more eminently happy they, who have paſſed ' 
the waves, and weathered all the ſtorms of a troubleſome 


— a aA. af ao ac wel a... 


« 


5 CTmmorr»u =» my 2 


AMONG THE TOMBS. 31 


moſt elevated faith. The arrows of calamity, +:7bed with an- 
guith, are often fixed deep in our choiceft com ri The fiery 
darts of temptation, ſhot from the hand of hel“, are aſrotyr 
flying in ſhowers zrom:4 our integrity. To ther, ſweet babe, 
both theſe diſtreſſes and dangers were alike unn n. 

Confider this, ye mourning parents, aui lry up your tears. 
Why ſhonid you lament, that yuur little ones ale crowned 
with victory, before the ſword was drawn, or the conflict be- 
gun [.——Perhaps the Supreme Diſpoſer of events foreſaw fome 
inevitable ſnare of temptation forming, or ſome d-ecaltul ſtorm 
| of adverſity impending. And why {hould vn be ſo difatisfied 

with that lind precaution, which honfel your pleaſant plant, 

and removed into ſhelter a ten ler flower, before the thun lers 
roared; before the lightnings flew ; before the tem t poured 
its rage? ——) remember! they are not loſt, but g away 
m the evil to come g. 
At the ſame time, let ſurvives, doomed to heir the heat and 
burden , the day, tor their encouragement reflect That it is 
more honourable to have catered the liſts, and to have fought 
the good fight, before they come off conquerors. They who 
have bore the croſs, and ſubinitted to affli<tive providences with 
a chearful reſignation; have girded up the loins of their mind, 
and performed their Maſter's will with an hon-{ and perſe- 
vering fidelity:—theſe, having glorified their Redeemer on 
earth, will, prubably, be as ſtars of the fr? mngituge in hea- 
ven. They will ſhine with brighter beams, be repleniſhed with 
7 ſtronger joys, in their Lord's everlaſting kingdom. 

Here lies the grief of a fond mother, and the blaſted expec- 
tation of an indulgent father. The youth grew up, lik: a 
well-watered plant; he ſhot deep, roſe high, and bid fair for 
manhood. But jnit as the cedar began to tower; and promiſed, 
ere long, to be the pride of the wood, and prince among the 
neighbouring trees——behol1! the ax is laid unto the root; 
the fatal blow ſtruck; and all its branching honours tumbled 
to the duſt. And did he fall alone? No; the hopes of his 
father that begat him, and the pleating proſpects of her that 
dare him, fell, aud were cruſhed together with him. 

Doubtleis, it would have pierced one's heart, to have beheld 


the tender parents following the breathlels youth to his long 
home. 
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home. Perhaps, drowned in tears, and all overwhelmed with 
ſorrows, they „like weeping ſtatues, on this very ſpot. — 
Methinks, I ſee the deeply diſtreſſed mourners attending the 
fad ſolemnity. How they wring their hands, and pour floods 
from their eyes !——ls it fancy? or do I really hear the paſ- 
fionate mother, in an agony of affliction, taking her final leave 
of the darling of her foul? Dumb ſhe remained, while the 
awful obſequies were performing; dumb with grief, and lean. 
ing upon the partner of her woes. But now the inward an- 
gy ſtruggles for vent; it grows too big to be repreſſed. 
She advances to the brink of the grave, All her foul is in 
her eyes. She now faſtens one more diſconſolate look 
upon the dear doleful object, before the pit ſhuts its mouth 
upon him. And as ſhe looks, ſhe cries in broken accents, 


interrupted by many a riſing ſob, ſhe cries “ Farewel, my 


lan! my fon! my only beloved! Would to God I had died 
for thee !—PFarewel, my child l and farewel, all my earthly hap- 
pineſs I ſhall never more ſce good in the land of the living. 
—Attempt not to comfort me, —I will go mourning all my 
days, till my gray hairs come down, with forrow, to the grave.” 

From this affecting repreſentation, let parents be convinced, 
how highly it concerns them to cultivate the morals, and ſecure 
the immortal intereſts of their children. If you re 1 
love the I of your own bodies; if your bowels yearn 
over thoſe amiable ptedges of conjugal endearment; ſpare no 
pains; give all diligence, I intreat you, “to bring them up in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” Then, may you 
havc joy in their life, or conſolation in their death. If their 
ſpan is prolonged ; their unblameable and ufefut conduct will be 
the ſtaff of your age, and a bal:n for declining nature. Or, 
if the number of their years be cut off in the mid; you may 
commit their remains to the duſt, with much the ſame comfort- 
able expectations, as you ſend the furvivors to places of genteel 


education. You may commit them to the duſt, with chearing 


hopes of receiving them again to your arms, imexpreſſib!y im- 
proved in every noble and endcarmg accompliſhment. 

It is certainly a /evere triul ; and much niorg afflictive than 
Jam able to imagine; to rc! x lovely blooming creature, 
{prung from your own loins, to the g ο i receſſes of corrup- 
tion. Thus to reſign him, ater having been long dandiel 
upon your knees; united to; our ale ctions by a thouſand ties 
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now become, both the delight of 

r family {—To have ſuch fret 
thrown ingo darkneſs; doubtleſs, it 


its 
tered. The poor body is conſigned to the i 
out to conſume away in the cold and filent grave. And what 
reaſon have I to ſuppoſe, that the precious ſoul is in a better con- 
dition? May 1 tiot juſtly fear, that, ſentenced by the righteous 
Judge, it is going, or gone away, into the pains of endleſs puniſh- 
S ment!—Perhaps, while I am bewailing its untimely departure; 
it mov be curſing, in utter darkneſs, that ever to be | 
tha noſt calamitous day, when it was born of ſach a careleſs 
ungodly parent, as I have been.” 
S Nothing; I think, but the griawings of that worm which 
hever dies, can equal the anguiſh of theſe ſelf-condemning 
thoughts. The tortures of a rack muſt be an eaſy ſuffering, 
compared with the ſtin horror of ſuch a remorſe. —- 
How earneſtly do I with, that as many as are entruſted with 
the management of children, would take timely care to prevent 
K theſe ſcourges of conſcience; by endeavouring to conduct 
1 their minds into an early Enowledge of Chriſt, and a cordial love 
of his truth 
be On this hand is Iodged one, whoſe ſepulchral ſtone tells a 
molt pitiable tale indeed! Well may the /irtle images, reclining 

RX over the ſleeping aſhes, hang down their heads with that pen | 
7 five air! None can confider io mournful a ſtory, without feel- 
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ih ing ſome touches of ſympathizing concern.—His age twenty= 

est; his death ſudden; himſelf cut down in the prime of lite 

-» mide all the vivacity and vigour of manhood; while his 
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row.” Probably, he entertained no ns of the 
evil hour. . And indeed who could have fufpefted, that fo 
bright a ſun ſhould go down at noon ? 'To haman appearance, 
his hill ſtood ſtrong. Length of days ſeemed written in his fan- 
ine countenance. He folaced himſelf with a proſpect of a 
„long ſeries of earthly fatisfaftions.— When, lo! an uncx- 
p cted ſtroke deſcends? deſcends from that mighty arm, which 
* gverturneth the mountains by their roots; and cruſhes the 
imaginary hero before the math+;” as quickly, and more eaſily, 
than our fingers prefs ſuch a fcc le flutt--ins inlet to death. 
Perhaps, the nuptia! joys were all he tio: ht on, ——Were 
not ſuch the breathings of his enamonret! ſoul? * Yet, a very 
Ittle while and I ſhall poſſeſs the utmoſt of my wiſhes. I ſhall 
e ill my charmer mine; and, in Fer, enjoy whatever my heart 
Ein crave.”———In the midſt of fuch enchanting views, had 
zom faithful friend but ſoftly reminded him of an opening 
gra, and the end of all — 1 how unſcaſonable would he 
h ve reckoned the admonition ! Yet, though all warm with 
ite, and rich in viſionary blifs, he was even then tottering up- 
on the brink of both. Dreadful viciflitude! to have the bri- 
aa! * feſtivity turned into the funeral folemnity! Deplorable 
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+ Job iv. 29. Ad inſtar, ad moadum, Tine. I retain this inter - 


pretation, both as it is moſt ſuitable to my purpoſe, and as it is 


ee rv" by ſome eminent commentators , eſpecially the cele- 
ated Schu/tens.” Though I cannot but give the preference to the 
opinion of a judicious friend, who would render the paſſage more 
literal'y, before the lace of a moth. Making it to repreſent a creature 
fo exceeding frail, that even a moth, flying againſt it, may daſh it 
to pieces. Which, befides its cloſer correſpondence with the 
exact import of the Hebrew, preſents us with a much finer image 
of the molt extreme imbecillity. For it certainly implies a far 
greater degree of weakneſs, to be cruſked by the feeble flutter f 
the feebleft creature, than only to be cruſhed as caſily as that crea- 
ture by the hand of man.— The French verſion is very expreſſive 
and beautiful; a /a rencontre d'un vermiſſtau. 

* A diftreſs of this kind is painted in very affecting colours by 
Pliry, in an epittle to Marcellinus; O triſte plane acerbumgue /u- 
nus! O morte ipſa mortis tempus indigriu:! Jam deſtinata er: 
egregio juvent ; jam eleftus nuptiarum dies ; jam nos advacatic N 

gaudiu - 
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misfortune l to be ſhipwrecked ven! 

periſh even in ſight of happineſs What a memorable proof 
is here of the frailty of man, in his beſt eſtate! Look, O 
look on this monument, ye gay and careleſs! Attend to this 
day; and boaſt no more of te-morrow | 

Who can tell, but the u maids; girded with gladneſs, had 
prepared the marriage-bed uad decked it with the richeſt 
covers, and dreffed it in pillows of down? When - Oh] truſt 
not in youth, or ſtrength, or in any thing mortal; for there is 
nothing certain, nothing to be d on, beneath the un- 
c 6095 —— Death, xelentleſs death, is making him 
another kind of bed in the duſt of the earth. Unto this he 
muſt be conveyed, not with a ſplendid proceſſion of j-yous at- 
tendants ; but ſtretched in the g/oomy Hearſe, and followed by a 
train of mourners. On this he muſt take up a lonely lodging, 
nor ever be releaſed, . till the heavens are no more.” —— In vain 
does the conſenting fair-one put on her ornaments, and ex 
her ſpouſe. Did the not, like Si/era's mother, look out of the 
lattice z chide the delays of her beloved; and wonder « why 
his chariot was fo long in coming ?” Little thinking that the 
intended bride- groom had for ever done with tranſitory things | 
That now everlaſting cares employ his mind, without one ſin- 
gle remembrance of his lovely Lucinda!/—Go, diſappointed vir- 
gin! Go mourn the uncertainty of all created bliſs! Teach 
thy ſoul to aſpire after a ſure and immutable felicity! For the 
once gay and gailant Fidelio fleeps in other embraces; even in 
the icy arms of death! Forgetful, eternally forgetful, of the 
world—and thee / 

Hirhcrto, one is tempted to exclaim againſt the king of ter- 
rors, and call him capricieu/ly cruel. He ſeems, by beginning 
at the wrong end of the regiſter, to have inverted the laws of 
nature. Paſling over the couch of decrepit age, he has nipped 
infancy in its bud ; blaſted 8 in its b/2zm ; and torn up man- 
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gaudium guo merare mutatum efi Nen p:[um exprimere verbis, quan= 
tum animo vulnus acceperim, quam audivi Fur:1anum ipſum (ut multa 
ludt us doler invenit } precipient. mm, quod in veſtes, marga;itasy gems 
mas, fucrat eragatur us, tec in tur, © unguenta, & oaores, impen - 
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__ elude the blow. Sudden as lightning, 
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Such ſtrokes, muſt not enly gr? t the relatives, but ſurpriſe 
the whole I ſound a powerful alarm to 
heedleſs lefs drexaing martals, and one intended os » remedy for 
peg. ſecurity. Such paſſing-bells inculcate loudly our 

oRD's admonition z „ Take ye heed, watch, and pray ; for 
ye e nod, like intoxicated 
creatures, upon the very verge of a tremendous precipice. 
Theſe aſtoniſhing diſpenſation are the kind meſſengers of 
heaven, to rouſe us from our ſupinenefs, and quicken us into 
timely circumſpettion. I need not, furely, 22 them 
with language, nor act as their interpreter, Let every one's 
conſcience be awake, and this will appear their awtul mean- 
ing . O ye ſons of men, in the midſt of life you are in 
death. No ftate, no circumſtances, can aſcertain your pre- 
ſervation a ſingle moment. do ſtrong is the tyrant's arm, that 
nothing can reiiſt its force; ſo true his aim, that nothing can 
ſometimes is his arrow 
launched, and wounds, and kills, in the twinkling of an eye. 
Never promiſe yourſelves ſafety in any expedient, but con- 
ſtan preparation. The fatal ſhafts fly ſo promiſcuouſly, that 
none can gueſs the next victim. Thats «be ye 
yeady; for in fuck on hove us ye think not,” the final ſummons 
cometh.” 

Be ye always ready: for in ſuch an hour as ye think not,” 
Important admonition: Methinks, it rev es 
ſepulchre to ſepulchre; and addreſſes me with line upon line, 

ecept upon precept. The reiterated warning, I acknow- 

ge, is too needful ; may co-operating grace render it effec- 
tual ! 'The momentous truth, though worthy to be eng raved on 
the tables of a moſt tenacious memory; is but lightly ſhetched 
dn the tranſient flow of paſſion. We ſee our neighbours fall; 
we turn pale at the ſhock ; let fall a fingle tear; and feel, per- 
haps, a trembling dread. No ſooner are they removed from 
our 


t Night-Thoughts. 
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in the whirl of buſineſs, or lulled in 


made on our unſtable minds, is 
like the trace of an arrow, through the penetrated air; or 
the path of a keel, in the furrowed wave.—Strange ſtupidity ! 
To cure it, another monitor, beſpeaks me, from a neighbouring 
ſtone. It contains the narrative of an unhappy mortal, ſnatch- 
ed from his friends, and hurried to the awtul bar; witho1t 
leiſure, either to take a /aff farewelof the one, or to put up ſa 
tory for the other: killed, ac 


from an aiming, though inviſible hand. GoD preſideth over 
the armies of heaven; God ruleth among the inhabitants of 
the earth; and Gop conducteth, what men call chance. No- 
thing, nothing comes to paſs through a blind and undiſcerning 
fatality. If accidents happen, they happen according to the 
exact foreknowledge, and conformably to the determinate coun- 
ſels, of Eternal Wiſdom. The Lox p, with whom are the iſſues 
of death, figns the warrant, and gives the high commiſſion, 
The ſeeming fortuitous diſaſter is only the agent, or the in/tr:- 
ment appointed to execute the ſupreme decree. When the 
king of ral was mortally wounded, it ſeemed to be a calun 
ſhot: A certain man dr2w a bow at a venture it a 
venture,” as he thought: but his hand was ſtreng: hend by 
an omnipotent aid; and the ſhaft levelled by an unerring eye, 
50 that, what we term caſualty, is realiy Prudence, accom- 
pliſhing deliberate defigns, but concealing its ow: interpoſition. 
How comforting this reflection! Admirably adapted, to 
ſooth the throbbiag anguith of the mourners, and compli: 
their ſpirits into a quiet ſubmiſſion? Excellently ſuited, to diſ- 
fipate the fears of godly ſurvivors, and create a calm intrepi- 

dity even amidſt innumerable perils | 
How thin is the partition between this world and another? 
How bort the tranſition from time to eternity! Ihe partition, 
nothing more than the breath in our noſtrils; and the tranſition 
may be made, in the twinkling of an eye. Poor Chremylus, 
I res 
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I remember, aroſe from the diverfion of a car1-table, and dropt 
into the dwellings of darkneſs. —One night Corinne was all 
giicty in her ſpirits, all finery in her apparel, at a magnibcent 
b. l. The next night, the lay pale and Riff, an extended corpſe, 
and ready to be mingled with the mouldering dead. Young 
\/ticus lived to fee his ample and commodious feat compleated : 
but not to ſpend one joyous hour, under the ſtately roof. The 
ſathes were hung, to admit the day; but the maſter's eyes were 
clof.d in endleſs night. The apartments were furniſhed, to 
invite ſociety, or adminiſter repoſe; but their lord reſts in 
the lower parts of the earth, in the ſolitary, filent chambers of 
the tomb. The gardens were planned, and a thouſand elegant 
decorations deſigned; but alas! their intended poſſeſſor is 
gone down to © the place of ſkulis;” is gone down to the val- 
Icy of the ſhadow of death. 

While I am recollecting, many, I queſtion not, are 
riencing the fame tragical viciſſitude. The eyes of that ſub- 
I me Being ho lits upon the circle of the earth, and views 
all its inhabitants with one comprehenſive glance—even now 
bold many tents in affliction. Such affliction as overwhelm- 
ed the Zzyptians in that fatal night, when the deftroying angel 
ſhewthed his arrows in all the pride of their {trength. ——Some, 
fiaking to the floor from the eaſy chair; and deaf even amidſt 
the piercing thrieks of their diſtracted relations. Some, 
giving up the ghoſt, as they fit retired, or lie reclined, under 
the ſhady arbur, to taſte the ſweets of the flowery ſcene. — 
Some, as they fail, aſſociated with a party of pleaſure, along 
the dancing ſtream, and through the laughing meads. Nor is 
the grim intruder mo!lified, though wine and muſic flow a- 
round. Some intercepted, as they are returning home; and 
ſome interrupted, as they enter upon an important negociation.— 
Some arreſted with the gain of injuftice in their hands; and 
ſome ſurpriſed in the very act of lewiJne/7, or the attempt of 
cruelty. ; 

rp WES legions of difaſters, ſuch as no pradence can fore- 
ſee, and no care prevent, lie in wait to accompliſh our doom. 
A Harting herſe may throw his rider; may at once daſh his 
body againſt the ſtones, and fling his foul into the inviſible 
world: A flact of chimneys may tumble into the ſtreet, and cruſh 
the un vary paſſenger under the ruins. Even a ſingle tile, drop- 
ping om the roct, may be as fatal as the fall of the whole 

ſtructure. 
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ſtructure.—80 frail, ſo very attennated, is the thread of fe, 
at it not only burſts before the orm, bi: hre Es eve at a 
= The moſt common occurrences, thoſe, irc m ot ch we 
ſuſpect not the leaſt harm, may prov? the wenn ir le- 


ſtruction. A grape-ſtone, a deſpicabic (ly, © 6 e mor- 
tal than Gollab, with all his formidable vv. if 
Go p give command, our very comforts be. DN: 6! Fx 
air we breathe, is our bane, and the food .« hicie 
of death. That laſt enemy has nmnnamecy kd rt nes for 
his approach. Tea, lies entrenched in r! n. 21d 
holds his fortreſs in the ſeat of Hur life. The cor thud, 
which diftr:3utes health, is mpregnar + wich the ode: lach, 
Heat may inflame it, or toil op it, and m — it toy 
the parts it was deſigned to cherith. Some unſeen impe nt 


may obſtruct irs Muge, or ſome unten violence my li- 
vert its courſe; in ether of which caſcs, it acts the part of a 
poiſonoùs draught, or a deadly ſtab. 


Ah! in what perils is vain lift engaged! 
What flight neglects, what trivial Yaults deſtroy 
The hardieſt frame of indolence, of toil, 
We die; of want, of i:p-c{luity. 

The all-furrounding heav'n, the vital air, 

Is big win death. 

Since then we are ſo liable to be diſpoſſeiſed of this earthly 
tabernacle, let us look upon ourſelves as tenants at vill: and 
hol! onrfelves in perpetual readlineſs to depart at a moment's 
warning. Without fuch a tun readincls, we are like 
wretches, that flzep on the top of a maſt, while a horrid gulph 
yawns, or furious wave r1ges, below. And where can be the 
peace, what the ſatis faction of ſuch a fate ? Whereas, a 
prepared condition will intpire a chearfulneſs of * 2 nut 
to be diſmayed by any alarming acculent; and create a firmyeſs 
of mind, not to be overthrown by the moſt threat:ing dan» 
gers. When the city is fortified with walls, furniſhed with 
proviſion, guarded by able and refolute troope; what have the 
inhabitants to fear? what may they not enjoy? do, juſt ſo, or 
rather by a much ſurer band, are connected the cal tatte of 
life, and the cenflant thungit of death. 

1 faid, our very con. ori may bert me? L. Aung. And ſee the 
truth inſcribed by the hand, fea!-d with the ſignet of fete. 
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The marble, which graces yonder pillar, informs me, that, near 
it, are depoſited the remains of Sophronia the much-lament 

Sophronia, who died in child bed. Ho often does this cala- 

mity happen ! The branch ſhoots; but the ſtem withers. The 
babe ſprings to liſe; but ſhe that bare him, breathes her laſt. 
She gives life, but gives it (O pitiable conſideration !) at the ex- 
pence of her own; and becomes at once a mother and 4 corpſe. 
Or elſe, perhaps the expires in ſevere pangs, and is herſelf a 
tomb for her infant; while the melancholy complaint of a mo- 
narch's woe, is the epitaph for them both; The children are 
come to the birth, and there is net firength to bring forth. 
Leſs to be lamented, in my opinion, this misfortutie than the 
other. Better, for the tender ſtranger, to be ſtopped in the 
porc! ; than to enter, only to converſe with affliction. Better 
to find a grav Nin ti womb; than to be expoſed on a hazard- 
ou world, without ti: guardian of its infantile years, without 
the faithful guide of its youth. . 

his monument is diſtinguiſhed by its finer materials, and 
more delicate appendages. It ſeems to have taken its model 
from in affluent hand; directed by à generous heart; which 
thought it could never do enough for the deceaſed. lt ſeems 
alſo, to exhibit an eyb/ematiral picture of Sophronia's perſon and 
accompliſhments. Is her beauty, or, what is more than beauty, 
her white-rob'd innocence, repreſented by the ſnowy colour ? 
The ſurface, ſmoothly poliſhed, like her amiable temper, and 
engaging manners. 'The whole adorned, in a well-judged me- 
dium, between extravagant pomp and ſordid negligence; like 
her undiſſembted goodneſs, remote from the leaft oſtentation, 
yet in all points exemplary.—But ah! How vain were all 
theſe endearing charms! How vain, the bloom of thy bridal 
youth! Huw vain, the honours of thy ſuperior birth! How 
unablego ſecure the lovely pofletior, from the ſavage violence 
of death? Ho ineffectual, the univerſal eſteem of thy ac- 
quaintance; the fondneſs of thy tranſported huſband ; or even 
the ſpotleſs integrity of thy character; to prolong thy ſpan, or 
procure thee a ſhort reprieve! The concurrence of all 
theſe circumſtances, reminds me of thote beautiful and tender 
lines; 
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How lov'd, how valu'd once, avail thee not; 

To whom related, or by whom begot 

A heap of duſt alone remains of thee : 

Tis all 7 HOU art !——and all the PROUD ſhall be *! 
| Pore” Miſcell. 


Yet, though unable to divert the ſtroke, chriſtianity is ſove- 
reign to pluck out the ſting of death. Is not this the ſilent 


language 
<— — —— — 
Theſe verſes are inſcribed on a ſmall, but clegant monument, 


lately eretcd in the great church at Northampton. Which in the 
Hieroglyphical decorations, correſponds with the iption intro - 
duced above lu this circumſtance particularly, that it is dedicated 
to the memory of an amiable woman, ANNE S CONHOUSE, 
the excellent wife of my worthy friend, Dr. STONHOUSE. 
Who has ſecn all the powers of that healing art, to which I, aad 
ſo many others, have been greatly indebted, failing iu their attempts 
to preſerve a life dearer to him than his own, 
Nec proſunt domino, que proſunt omnibus, artet. 

No lone ct his all- healing art avails, 

But ev'ry remedy its matter fails. : 
In the raid of this tender diſtreſs, he has ſought ſome kiad of con- 
folation even from the ſepulchral marble : by teaching it to ſpeak, 
at once, his eſteem for her memory, and his veneration for that reli- 
gion, which ſhe fo eminently adorned. Nor could this be more ſigni- 
heantly dune, than by ſumming up her character in that conciſc, 
but comprehennve ſentence, A SINCERE CHRISTIAN. Conci/e 
enough to be the motto for a mourning ring, yet as comprehenſive as 
the moſt enlarged ſphere of perſonal, focial, and religious worth. 
Fer, whatſoever things are pure, whatſoever things are lovely, what- 
ſoever things are of good report, are they not all included in that 
grand and noble aggregate, A ſincere Chriſtian? 

The firſt lines conſidered in ſuch « counection, are wonderfully 

plaintive and pathetic; 

How low d. hoau valu'd once, avail thee not; 

To whom related, or by whom begot. 


They ſonnd, at leaſt in my ears, like the voice of forrow, mingled 

with admiration. The fpeaker ſeems to have been loſt, for a 

* 1 melancholy W ſuddenly breaks out into thi⸗ 
ot. 1, 


abrupt 
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of thofe lamps, which burn, and of that hurt, which 
flames; of thoſe palms, which flouriſh, and of that cron, 
| wich 


* 


abrupt encomium : then melts into tears. and ca 1 proceed no farther, 
Yet. in this caſe, how ent is ſilence ! While it bints the nniver. 
ſal eſteem which attended, and the fuperiority of both which diſſ in. 
guiſhed the deceaſed wife ; it expreſſi s beyond alt the pomp of words, 
the yearning afﬀfeftion, and heart-felt am̃liction, of the ſurviving yu 
band. Amidſt the xroup of monumental marbles, which are laviſh 
of their panegyric, this, | think, reſembles the e ad- 
dreſs of the painter; who, having placed. round a beautiful ex- 
piring virgin, her friends in all the agonies of grief; repreſented the 
unequalled anguiſh of the father, with far greater liselineſs and 
ſtrength, or rather with an ine xpreſſible emphaſis, by drawing a veil 
over his face. . 

If the laſt lines, are a wide departure from the beaten track of 
our modern epitaphs, and the very reverſe of their high flown com- 


Al heap of duſt alone remains of thee ; 
"Tis all THOU ari !—and all the PROUD ball le! 

they are not without a precedent, and one of the moſt conſummate 
kind. Since they breathe the very fÞirit of that facred elegy, in 
which all the heart of the hero and the friend ſcems to be diſſolved, 
How are the might» fallen, and the weabent of war periſh! % Sam. 
1. 27. They remind the reader of that awful leſſon, which was 
originally dictated by the Supreme Wiſdon; Duft thor art, and unto 
duſ thou ſhalt return, Gen. iii. 29. They incu!cate, with all 
the force of rhe moſt convincing evidence, that folemn admonition 
delivered by the prophet, Cea e ye [rom man, whoſe breath is in hi; 
noſtrils ; for wherein is HE to be accounted of Ifa. ii. 22 

That no reader, however inattentive, might miſtake the ſenſe and 
deſign of this part of the fourth line, 
"Ti: ALL thou art !—— 


it is guarded above and beneath. — Above is an expanded book, that 
feems to de waved, with an air of triumph, over the emblem of 
death : which we cannot but fuppoſe to be the volume of infpira- 
tion, as it exhibits a ſort of abrid, of its whole contents, in 
thoſe animated words, He ye not flothſul, but followers of them au 
through faith and patience inberit the promijes,” Heb. vi. 22. —— Be · 
zeath, that every part may be pregnant with inſtruction, are thoſe 
fziking refleions, worthy the confideration of the higheſt pro- 
ficient 


AMONG THE TOMBS. 43 


which glitters in the well-imitated and gilded marble ? Do they 
not; to the diſcetning eye, deſcribe the vigilance of her faith; 
the fervency of her devotion; her victory over the world; and 
the celeſtial diadem, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, 
ſhall give her at that day +? 

How happy the hufbar1, in ſuch a ſharer of his bed, and 
tner of hi fortunes ! '\'ieir inclinations were nicely tuned 
uniſons, and a their cauv· i ation was harmony. How filken the 
yok: to ſu ir ard what bleſſings were twiſted with ſuch 


* bangs! Ev», e beightened, and every care alleviated. 
Nothing © nting to conſummate their bliſs, but a hope- 
ful pro +; d round them. —That they might fee them- 
ſelves 4/4 I in their little ones; fee. their mingled graces, 


trans - their cfispring; and feel the glow of their affec- 
tion aug , by being reflected from their children. Grant 
us this gift, laid their united prayers, afld our ſatisfactions are 
crowned ; we requeſt no more.” 

Alas ! how blind are mortals to future events! How unable 
to diſcern what is really good 51 Give me children, faid Rachael, 
ar elſe I diet. An ardour of impatience, altogether unbecoming; 
and as miſtaken, as it was unbecoming. She dies, not hy the 
diſappointment, but by the accompliſhment of ker defire. IF 
children are, to parents, like a flowery chaplet, whole beauties 
bloſſom with ornament, and whote odours breathe delight; 
death, or ſome fell misfortune, may find means to entwine them- 
ſelves with the lovely wreath. Whenever our ſouls are poured 
out, with paffionate importunity, after any inferior acquiſition; 
it may be truly faid in the words of our divine Mafter, Ye know 

& not 
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ficient in knowledge and piety, yet obvious to the nnderftanding of 
the moſt untaught reader, Life, how ſhort! Eternity, how long!” 
May my foul learn the forcible purport of this ſhort leſſon in her 
contract ed ſpan of time! and all eternity will not be too long to re- 
joice in having learned it. 
' + 2 Tim. iv. 8. 
Neſcia mens hominum ſati, fertiſque future, 

Turno tempus erit, magns cum aptaverit emptum, 

Intactum Pallania ; cum ſpolia iſta Diemgue 

Oder if. mee V. R. 


t Cen. xxx. t. 
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aſt. Does providence with-hold the thing that we 
— mercy; and only with-holds the occaſion 
1 perhaps the inſtrument of our ruin. With a 
ſickly appetite, we often loath what is wholeſome, and an- 
ker after our bane. Where imagination dreams of unmingled 
ſweets, there experience frequently finds the bitterneſs of woe. 

Therefore, may we covet immoderately neither this nor that 
form of earthly felicityz but reter the whole of our condition 
to the choice of nnerring wiſdom. May we learn to renounce 
onr own will; and be ready to make a facrifice of our warmeit 
wiſhes, whenever they run counter to the good pleaſure of God. 
For, indeed, as to obey his laws, is to be perfectly free; ſo, to 
reien ourſelves to his diſpoſal, is to gfabliſß our own happineſs, 
and to be ſecure from fear of evil. 

Here, a ſmall and plain ſtone is placed upon the 
Purchaſed, one would imagine, from the little e und, and form- 
ed by the hand, of frugality itſelf. Nothing coltly, not one 
decoration added: only a very ſhort inſcription; and that fo 
effaced as to be ſcarcely intelligible Was the depoſitory 
unfaithful to its truſt: Or were the letters worn, by the fre- 
quent reſort of the furviving family, to mourn over the grave, 
of a moſt valnable and beloved relative? For I perceive, upon 
2 cioſer inſpection, that it covers the remains of a father. A 
religious father! inatched from his growing offspring, before 
they were ſettled in the world, or ſo much as their principles 
fixed by a thorough education. 

This, ſure, is the moſt complicated diſtreſs, that has hitherto 
com. under our coſideration. The folemnities of ſuch a dy- 
ir... chamber, are ſome of the moſt melting and melancholy 
ſc-n-s imaginable. There lies the affectionate huſband ; the 
inCulgent parent; the faithful friend z and the generous maſ- 
ter. He lies in the laſt extremities, and on the very point of 
diſſolution. Art has done its all. The raging diſeaſe.mocks 
the power of medicine. It haſtens, with reſiſtleſs impetuoſity, 
to execute its dreadful errand; to rene aſunder the filver cord 
of life, and the more delicate tie of ſocial attatchment, and con- 
jugal affection. 

A Jervant or two, from a revering diſtance, caſt many a wiſh- 
ful look, and condole their honoured maſter in the language 
of ſighs. The condeſcending wildneſs of his commands, was 
wont to produce an alacrity of obedience, and render their ſer- 
vice 
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vice The remembrance of both imbitters their grief 
and makes it trickle plentifully down their honeſt cheeks, 
His fi who have fo often ſhared his joys, and gladilenc{ 
his mind with their enliveing converſe, now are miſerable 
comforters. A ſympathizing and mournful pity, is all the relief, 
they are able to contribute; uulefs it be augmented by their, 
ſilent prayers for the divine ſucconr, and a word of confolation 
ſuggeſted from the ſcriptures 9. Thoſe poor innocents, the 
children, croud around the bed; drowned in tears, and almoſt 
frantic with prief, they ſob out their little fouls, and paſſionate. 
ly cry,“ Will he leave us? Leave us, in a belphets condition? 
Leave us, to an injurious world?“ 

1 1efe ſeparate ſtreams are all united in the diſtreſſod , 
and overwhelm her breaſt with an impetuons tide of torc-ws. 
In ber, the lover weeps; the wife mourns, and all the m. er 
yearns. To her, the loſs is beyond meafure aggrava c vy 
months and years of delightful fociety and exalted friend p. 
Where, alas! can the meet ſuch fidelity, or repoſe h 
nnreſcrved confidence? Where hund io vitcreet a count..ur;, 
fo improving an example; and a guardian fo ſedulot ly atten ive 
to the intereſts of herſelf and her children ?--—See! how 
the hangs over the languiſhin hed 3 moſt tenderiy tylicitous ta 

lang a life, important and deiirable far beyond her ven. 
Or, if that be impracticable, no leſs tenderl »tficious to ſooth 
the laſt agonies of her dearer ef. Her bands, trembling 
under direful apprehenſions, wipe tie cold dee trom the ir: 
cheeks; and ſometimes itay the nuking head on her gene 
arms, ſometimes reſt it on her computing ho: ——Dee! 


how the gazes, with a ſpeechle af ir, Meine! 4 = ulte- 
nance, and meagre teatures. Speech her tee; but the 
looks unutterable things. Will patttns throb 
witi unavailing tondneis, and her very ſoul biceds with exqui- 
ſite anguith. . 


The 


Texts of ſcripture proper for ſuch an occaſion; containing pre- 
milſez—of ſupport under affliction, Lam. iii. 32. Heb wii. (. 
2 Cor. iv. 1 .—of pardon, Ifa. liii. 5. Ifa. i 18. + John ii. 1. 2. 
Acts x. 43.— f juſtificati»n, Rom ». 9. viii. 34, 34 Cor. v. 1.— 
of victory ver death, Pſ:l. xxiii. 4. Plal. Ixxiit 26. 1 Cow xv 56 57. 
—of a happy reſurrection, Job vi. 40. 2 Cor. v 1, Rev vii 10, 17. 
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The ſinerer, all patient, and adoring, ſubmits to the divine. 

will; and, by ſubmiſſion, becomes ſuperior to his affliction. He 
is ſenſibly touched with the diſconſolate ſtate of his attendants; 
and pierced with an anxious concern for his wife and his chil- 
dren. His wife, who will ſoon be a deſtitute widow his chil- 
dren, who will ſoon be helpleſs orphans. © Yet, though caft down, 
not in deſpair.” He 3: greatly refreſhed by his truſt ia the 
everlaſting covenant, and his hope of approaching » Re- 
ligion gives a dignity to diſtreſs. At each interval of caſe, he 
comforts his very comforters; and ſuffers with all the majeſty 
of woe. 

The foul juſt going to abandon the tottering clay, collects all 
her force, and exerts Iv : I efforts. The good man raiſes 
himſelf on his pillow ; extends a kind band to his ſervants, 
who ar- bathed in tears; takes an affectionate farewel of his 
friends ; clafps his wife in a feeble embrace, kiſſes the dear 
pledges of their mutual love; and then pours all that remains 
of life 2nd of ſtrength, in the following words “ I die, my 
dear children: but God, the everlaſting Gon, will be with you. 
Though you loſe an earthly parent; you have a Father in 
heaven, who lives for evermore,——Nothing, nothing but an 
vnbelieving heart, and irreligious life, can ever ſeparate you 
from the regards of his 2 the endearments 
of his love. 

He could proceed no farther. His heart was full ; but ut - 
terance failed, After a ſhort pauſe, with difficulty, great dif- 
ficulty be added: « You, the dear partner of my foul, you 
arc now th2 only protector of our orphans. I leave you un- 
der a weight of cares. But Go D, who defendeth the cauſe 
of the wide God, whoſe promiſe is faithfulneſs and truth 
Gop hath faid, «* 1 will never leave thee, nor forſake thee*.” of 
This revives my drooping ſpirit Let this ſupport the G 
wife of my boſom. And now, O father of compaſſions, into 7 

a1 
re 
hi 
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thy hands I commen- my ſpirit—encouraged by thy promiſed 

goodneſs, I leave my fatherleſs.” 

Here he fainted; fell bark upon the bed; and lay, for ſome 

minutes, bereft of his ſenſes. As 2 taper, upon the very point 

of extinction, is ſometimes ſuddenly rekindled, and leaps into 
a qui- 
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quivering flame: fo /fe, before it totally expired, gave a part- 
* ſtruggle, and 4 looke.] broad from the opening 
eve-lids.—He would fain have ſpok ; fain have uttered the Yen- 
tence he began. More than once he aſſayed : but the organs of 
ſpeech were become like a broken veſſel; and nothing but the 
obſtructing phlegm, rattled in his thront His et, however, 
aﬀe&ion inexpreſſible. With Al the father, all the Ruf- 
band ſtill living in his looks; be takes one more view of hoſe 
dear children, whom he had often beheld with a pa. untal tri- 
umph. He turns his dying eyes on thot Belo roman, whom 
he never beheld but with a glow of delight. Fixed in this poſ- 
ture, amidſt ſmiles of love, and under a gleam of heaven, they 
ſhine out their laſt. | 
Upon this, the ſilent ſorrow burſts into loud laments. They 
weep, and r:fuſe to be comforted Till ſome length of time 
had giv-n vent to the exceſs of paſſion, and the confolations 
of religion has ſtanched their bleeding woes. Then, the 
afflicte ] family ſearch for the ſentence which fell unjin;/heZ 
from thoſe loved, thoſe venerable, and pious lips. They find 
it recorded by the prophet [Ferem:ah, containing the direction 
of infinite wifdom, and the promiſe of unbounded goodneſs ; 
« Leave thy fat herleſs children; I will preſerve them alive; and 
let thy widows truſt in me :“ This, now is the comfort of 
their life, and the joy of their heart. They treaſured it up in 
their memories. It is the beſt of /zgarier, and an inex2anu/tible 
fund. A fund which will ſupply all their wants, by entailing 
the bleſſing of heaven on all their honeſt lab-urs. They 
are rich, they are happy, in this facred pledge of the divine f. 
vour. They fear no evil, they want no good, becauſe God is 
their portion, and their guardian Gon. 

No ſooner turned from one memento of my own, and memo- 
rial of another's, deceaſe, but a fecond, a third, a long ſucceſs 
fion of thefe metancholy monitors crowd upon my light . 
That which has ſixed my obſervation, is one of a more gr ve 
and fable a/þeF than the former. I ſupoſe, it preſerves the 
relics of a more aged perſon. One would conjecture, that 
he made ſomewhat of a figure, in his ſtation, among the living: 

| as 
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7 Jer. xlix. 11. 


2 Plurima mortis imago. 
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4 MEDITATION 8. 
as his monument does, among the funeral marbles. E-t me 
draw near and enquire of this ſtone; be, or what, is be. 


neath its ſurface?” I am informed, he was once the owner of 


a conſiderable eſtate; which was much improved, by his own 
application and management; that he left the world in the v5. 
Jy period of life; advanced a little beyond the meridian. 
Probably, replied my muſing mind, one of thoſe ind 
ble drudges, who riſe early; late take reſt; and eat the denn 
of carefulneſs; not to ſecure the loving-kindneſs of the Lok vp; 
not to make proviliou for any reaſonable neceſſity: but only to 
amaſ; together ten thouſand times more than they can polibly 
ue. Did he not lay ſchemes for enlarging his fortune, and 
aggrandizing his family? Did he not purpoſe to join field to 
field, and add houſe to houſe, till his 
as vaſt as his detires? That, then, he would + fit down, and 
enjoy what he had acquired ; breathe a while from his toilſome 
purſuit of things temporal, and, perhaps, think a little of things 
cternal. 


But ſee the folly of warluly wiſdom! How filly, how chi'dih, 
is the ſagacity of (what is called) manly and maſterly prude ce; 
when it contrives more ſolicitouſly for TIME, than it provides 
for ETERNITY! How ſtrangely infatuating are thoſe ſubtle 
heads; which weary themſelves in concerting meaſures for 

antoms of a lay, and ſcarce beſtow a thought on everlaſting 
realities ! When every wheel moves on ſmoothly ; when all 
the well-diſpo'-d deſigus are ripening apace for execution; and 
th- iong- expected crius of enjoyment ſeems to approach; be- 
hold ! Gop from on high laughs at the Babel- builder. Death 
touches the bible, and it breaks; it drops into nothing. "Che 
cob web, moſt finely tpun indeed, but more eakly diſlodged, is 
ſw-ot away in an infiaat; and all the abortive projects are bu- 
ri in the {ame grave with their projector. So true is that 
ver: &, which the wiſdom from above paſſes on thoſe fucce//- 


ful unfortunates : ** Vhev walk in a vain thadow, and diſquict 


themiclves i in vain.” 
Speak, 


+ —— Hae mente laborem 
Seſe berre, /enes ut in otia tuta recedant, 
Altunt, cur: fibi fint congeſia cibaria.— Hos. 


Pal, XAiix, 6. 


* 


5 , * 
. oof _ -- tht "44d 1 


poſſeſſions were almoſt 


aa ww. _t % 


oo. 0. WW” JF We envy vw owe 


* 


N. 


AMONG THE TOMBk 


D. 
that heard his expiring ſentiments; did he not cry _ —— in 
hngnage of difoppointed R « death 1 how terrible 
is thy approach, to a man im in ſecular cares, and void 
bf all concern for the never-eriding hereafter! Where, alas! is 
the profit, where the comfort, of entering deep into the know- 
ledge, and of being dexterous in the difpatch, of earthly affairs; 
ſince I have, all the while, neglected the one thing needful ! De- 
ſtructive miſtake! I have been attentive to every interior inte- 
reſt; I have laid myſelf out on the trifles of a moment; but 
have diſregarded hraven ; have forgot eternal ages! O! that 
my days”——Here, he was going on to breathe ſome fruitleſs 
withes; or to form, I know not what, ineffeftual reſolu- 
tions. But a ſadden convulfion ſhook his nerves; diſabled his 
tougue; and, in leſs than an hour, diſſolved his frame. 

May the children of this world be warned, by the dying 
words of an unhappy brother; and gather advantages from 
his misfortune. Why ſhould they pant, with ſuch i 
ardour, after white and ye/l:1v earth; as if the univerſe did not 
afford ſufficient, for every one to take a little? Why ſhould 
they had themtelves with thick clay; when they are to « run 
for an incorruptible crown, and preſs towards the prize of their 
high calling?” Why ſhould they overload the veſſel, in which 
their everlaſting ALL is embarked; or fill their arms with 
ſeperfluities, when they are to ſwim for their lier? Tet, fo 
prepoſterous is the conduct of thoſe perſons, who are all in- 
ry, to heap up abundance of the wealth which periſheth ; 
but are ſcarce ſo nuch as faintly defirous, of being rich towards 
Gop. 

O that we may walk, * rough all the glitterin toys, at leaſt 
with a wiſe indifference, if not with a ſuperi wer Kr Having 
enongh for the conveniencies of lite, + us only accommodate 
ourſelves with things below, and lay up our z#reaſures in the re- 
gions above. Whereas, it we indulge an anxious concern, 
or laviſh an inordinate care, on any tranſitory poſſeſſions; we 
ſhall rivet them to our affections with fo firm an union, that the 
utmoſt ſeverity of pain muſt attend the ſeparating ſtroke. By 
ſuch an exper attachment, to what will certainly be raviſhed 
from us, we ſhall not only inſure to ourſelves accumulated an- 
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| guiſb, againſt the agonizing hour. We ſhall plant aforchand, 
our dying pillow with thorns f. 

Some, [ perceive, arrived at threeſcore years and ten, before 
they made their exit; nay, ſome fewreſigned not their breath, 
till numbered fourſcore revolving harveſts. Theſe, I 
would hope, © remembered their Creator in the days of their 
yonth j before their ſtrength became labour and forrow :—Bc- 
tore that low ebb of languithing nature, when © the keepers of 
the houfe tremble, and thoſe that look out of the windows are 
darkened g:“ when even the lighting down of be gra/chopper 
is a burden on the bending ſhoulders: and defire itſelf fair in 
the liſtleſs, lethargic toul :—Before thoſe heavy hours come, and 
thoſe tireſome moments draw nigh, in which there is too 
much reaſon to fay, We · have no pleaſure in them; no im- 

vement from them.” 

It their lamps were unfurniſhed with oil; how unfit muſt 
they be, in fuch decrepit circumſtances, to go to the market, 
and. buy For, beſides a variety of diſorders, ariſing from 
conſtitution;, their corruptions.muſt be ſurpriſing- 
y ftrengthened.by ſuch a courſe of irreligion. Evil habits 
muſt have ftruck. the deepeſt root; muſt have twiſted them- 
ſelves with every fibre of the heart; and be as thoroughly in- 
grained in the diſpoſition, as the foot in the Eihiopian's com- 
plexion, or the ſpots in the leopard's ſkin. If ſuch a one, un- 
der ſuch diſadvantages, ſurmaunts all the difficulties which lie 
in his way to glory, it muſt be a great and mighty ſalvation in- 
deed. If ſuch a one eſcapes deſtruction, and is ſaved at the 
lait, it muſt, without all perad venture, be— as by * 
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+ Lean nat on earth ; twill pierce thee to che heart; 7 
& broken reed at beft, but oft a ſycar; wh 
On its ſharp poiat peace bleeds, and hope expires, pre 
1 Nigeht-thow:hts, No. III. 6 
5 FEcclef. xii. 3. 5. I need nat remind my reader, that. by the * 
former of theſe figurative expreſſiuna, is ſignified the enervated ſl ate in 
of the hands and arms; by the latter, the dimneſs of the eyes, cr = 
the total I/ of fight: that, taken in connect iun with other parts m 
of the chapter, they exhibit, in a ſeries of bold and lively mgtaphors, [Y 2 
a Ceſcription' of the various infioitic: attendant on old - = 0 
" Matth. xxv 9. 1 5 
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© "This is the ſeaſon, which ſtands in need of comfort ; and is. 


very improper, to enter upon the confli. The huſbandman 
ſhould now be putting in his fickle, or eating the fruit of his 
1dbours ; not beginning to break up the ground, or ſcatter the 
ſeed. Nothing, it 15 true, is impoſſible with Gop : he faid, 
Let there be light, and there was light: inſtantaneous light 
diffuſed, as quick as thought, through all the difmal dominions 
of primeval darkneſs. At his co: amand, a leproſy of the long- 
eſt continuance, and of the utmoſt inveteracy, departs in a mo- 
ment. He can, in the greatneſs of his quicken the 
wretch, who has lain dead in treſpaſſes and fins, not four 
days only, but fourſcore years. Yet truſt not, O truſt not, a 
- point of ſuch inexpreſſible im to fo dreadful an uncer- 
tainty. Gop may fuſpend his power; may withdraw his help; 
may ſwear in his wrath, that ſuch abuſers of his long ſuffcring 
«ſhall never enter into his reſt.” 
Ye therefore, that are vigreous in health, and 3/oming in 
years, improve the precious oppertunity. Impreve your galden 
hours to the nobleſt of all purpoſes : ſuch as may render you 
meet for the inheritance of faints in light; and aſcertain your 
title to a ſtate of immortal youth, to a crown of eternal 
glory Stand not, all the prime of your day, idle: trifle 
no longer with the offers of this immerſe felicity : but make 
haſte, and delay not the time to keep Go 's commandments. 
While you are loitering in a gay inſenſibility, death may be 
bending his bow, and marking you out for ſpeedy victims. 
Not long ago, I happened to ſpy a thoughtleſs ah. The poor 
bird 


—_ b 


May I be permitted to recommend, as a treaſure of ineftima» 
ble value, and a treatiſe particularly appofite to my, ſubject, Ds. 
EZLUCAS's Ixquiry® AT TEA Harps? That part efpecially, 
which diſplays the method, and enumerates the advantages, of im 
proving life, er living much in a little time. Cap. III. p. 158. cf 
boch. Edition——An auther, in which the gentleman, = ſcholar, 
and the Chriſtian, are moſt happily united. A performance, which, 
in point of * argument, unaffected piety, and a vein of thought 
amazingly fertile, has, perhaps, no ſuperior. Nor can I wiſh 
my reader a more refined pleaſure, or a more ſubſtantial happiceſfs, 
than that of having the ſentiments of this entertainiag 3ad pathetic 
writer, wove into the very * of his heart. | 
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32 WRDITATIU NS 
bird was idly buſied in dreſſing his pretty plumes; or hopping 
car-lefsly from ſpray to ſpray. A ſportſman, coming by, ob- 
ſerves the feathered rover. Immediately he lifts the tube, and 
levels his blow. Swift er thin whirlwi-4, flies the leaden death; 
and, in a moment, lays the ii, .cature breathleſs on the 
ground. ——Such, ſuch may be i: fate of the man, who has 
2 fair occaſion of obtoining grace to day; and wantonly poſt- 
pones the improvement of it till to-morrow. He may be cut 
off in the midſt of his folly; and ruined for ever, while he is 
dreaming of being w/e hereafter. | 
Some, no doubt, came to this their laſt retreat, full piety, 
ard full of days ; © as a ſhock of corn, ripe with age, and la- 
den with plenty, cometh in, in his ſeaſon +.” Theſe were 
children of light, and w/c in their generation. Wile with 
that exalted wiſdom, which cometh from above; and with 
that enduring wiſdom, which laſts to eternity. Rich alfo 
they were, more honourable and permanently rich, than all the 
votaries of Mammon. The wealth of the one has made itſelt 
wings, and is irrecoverably gone While the wretched acquirers 
axe iranſmitted to that place of penury and pain; where not fo 
much as one drop of water is allowed to cool their ſcorched 
tongues. The ſtores of the they ſtill abide with them; will 
never depart from them; but make them glad, for ever and 
ever, in the city of their Gop, Their treaſures were ſuch, as 
no created power could tale away; fuch as none but infinite 
beneficence can bett: and (comfortable to conſider!) ſuch as 
I, and every indigent longing finner, may 4tgin; treaſures of 
heavenly knowledge, and ſaving faith; treafures of atoning 
blood and imputed righteouſneſs. 
Here * lie their bodies in « peaceable habitations, and quiet 
reſtivg places.” Here they have thrown of every burden, and 
| are 


+ Job. v. 35. | 

Some, I know, are offended at our bu ying corpſes within the 
church; and exclaim ayaink it, as a v-ry great impropriety and in- 
decency But this. I imagine, proceeds from an exc: ſſive and mii- 
tak · n delicagy. If proper care be taken to ſ cure From injury, the 
foundations of the building; and ty prevent the exhalation of any 
noxio n effiiuia trom the putrefying fleſh ; I cannot diſcover any ia- 
conveniencies attending thus practice. T | 
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eſcaped from every ſnare. The head aches no more; the 
— forgets to weep; the fleſh is no longer racked "with 


acute » 
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The notion, that noiſome carcaſſes (as they are called] 2 c very 
unde coming a place conſecrated to religious purpoſes, ſeems to be 
d: rived from the antiquated Jewiſh canon. Whercby it was de- 
clared, that a dead body imparted defilement to the perſon, who 
touched itz and polluted the ſpot, where it was lodged, On which 
account, the Jewr were ſcrupulouſly car-ful, to have their ſepul- 
chres huilt/ at a diſlance from th - ir houſes, and made it a point of 
conſcience, not to ſuffer burial places to ſubſiſt in tue city But, as 
this yas a rite purely ceremonial; it ſeems to be enticly ſuper ieded 
by the goſpel diſpenſation. 

| cannot forb-ar thinking, that, nnder the CEriti»1 e mnomy, 
there is a propriety and uſcfulac(s in the cultom.— U/zfu/n-f, b 
cauſe it muſt render our ſolemn aſſemblies more venerable and awf.l, 
For, when we walk over the duſt of cur friends, or kneel upon the 
aſhes of our relations; this awakening circumſtance muſt trike a 
lively impreſſion of our own mortality And what conſideratians 
can be more e ffectual, to make us ſerious and attentive iu hearing, 
earneſt and importunate in praying? | | 

As for the #/neſs of the uſage, it ſeems perk: Gly ſuitable to the 
defign of thoſe ſacred editecs. They are ſet apart for Gad; nat 
only to receive his worſhippers, but to preſcrve the furciture for holy 
miniſtrations, and what is, in a peculiar manner, appropriated to the 
Divine Majeſty. Are not the bodies of the ſaints the Almighty's 
property? Were they not once the objects of his tn {er /pve? Are 
they not ſt ill the ſubjects of his ſpecial cure? Has he not given com- 
mandment concerniug the bones of his elect; and charged the 
ocean, and enjoined the grave, to krep them uni rhar ay? When 
rocks bright with gems, or mountains rich with mines, are aband n- 
ed to the devouring flames; will not /e be 1c ſc ued from the tier 
ruin? Will not the e be trauſlated into Jenovan's kingdom, and cone 
joined with the foul, made his jcwels;“ made his p. culiar rea- 
ſure ; made to ſhine as the brighcaeſs of the tirmainent, and as the 
flars for ever and cver ? | 
Is not CnRIS T the LORD of our bodies ? Are they not bought 
with a pricc? Buught, not with corrupt ible things, Glver and gold, 
but with his divinely precious blood? And if the bleſſed Jesus ob- 
tained the redemption of our b dies, at fo inſinitely dear à rate, can 
it enter into our hearts to conceive, that he ſhould diſlike to have 
em rep ſed: nder his own habitation? — Qaze more; are not 
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54 MEDITATIQNS 
acute, nor waſted with lingering diſtempers. Here they re. 
ceive a finai releaſe from pain, and an everlaſting diſcharge trom 
forrow. Here, danger never threatens them, with her terri- 
fying alarms; but tranquility ſoftens their couch, and ſafety 
guards their repoſe. Reſt then, ye precious relics, within 


this hoſpitable gloom. Reſt in gentle flumbers, till the laſt Wh tali 
trumpet ſhall give the welcome fignal; and found aloud, 4 
through all your filent manſions, * Arife; ſhine; for your are 
light is come, and the glory of the Lord is riſen unto you +.” the 

To theſe, how calm was the evening of life ! In what a ſmi. Wl pril 
ling ſerenity, did their ſun go down! When their fleſh and inſt 
their heart failed, how reviving was the remembrance of an way 
all- ſufficſent Redcemer; once dying for their fins, now riſen tho 
again for their juſtification! How chearing the well-grounded vel 
Hope of pardon for their fins, and peace with Gop, through beir 
Jesus CnrIsT our Lox D! How did this afſuage the agonies, The 
and merten the bitterneſs of death? Where now is wealth, v0 


with all her golden mountains? Where is honour, with her 
proud trophies of rezown? Where are all the vain pomps of 
a deluded world? Can they inſpire ſuch comfort: can they 
adminiſter ay ſupport, in this laſt extremity? Can they com- 
poſe the affrigtited thoughts; or buoy up the departing ſoul, 
amidit all the pangs of diſſolution? The followers of the 

Lamb 


3 — | 


the badics of tig faithful temples of the Holy Gba? And is there not, 
upon this op penny an 2ppareut propriety, rather than the leait Fange 
inelecarum; in itting theſe temples of fleſh to the temples made the 7 
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with kands? They are veſſels of honour vinſtruments of righteouſ 
a L; ard, cren when broken by death, like the fragments of a þ 
golden bon l. are valuable: are worthy to be laid up in the ſafelt, 
melt honourable rcpofarories, 

Upon the white, firce the Loop Jesus has purchaſed them, at 
the cxpence of his blood and the bleſſed Spirit has honoured them, 
with his in-dwelling preſence ; ſince they are right dear in the 
ſizht of the adorable Trinity, and undoubted heirs of a glorious im · 
mortality: why ſhould it be thought a thing improper, to admit 
them to 2 tranficnt reſt, in their heavenly Father's houſe ? Why 
may they not lie down and ſleep in the outer courts ; ſince they are 
fon tobe introduced into the um manſions of everlaſting han 
aud jo? | . 
| + Iſa. ig. 1. 
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Lamb feem pleaſed and triumphant, even at their laſt gaſp, 
« Gop's everlaſting arms ace underneath *” their fainting heads. 
His Spirit whiſpers peace and conſolation to their conſciences. 
In the ſtrength of theſe heavenly fuccours they quit the 
field, not captives, but conquerors ; with hopes full of immor- 
tality.” 

And now they are gone The ſtruggles of reĩuctant nature 
are over. The body ſleeps in death: The foul launches into 
the inviſible ſtate. But who can imagine the delightful ſur- 
priſe, when they find themſelves ſurrounded by guardian angels, 
inſtead of ing friends? How iccurely do they wing their 
way, and paſs through unknown worlds, under the conduct of 
thoſe celeſtial guides Lhe vale of tears is quite loſt. Fare- 
wel, for ever, the realms of woe, and rage of malignant 
beings! They arrive on the frontiers of inexpreſſible felicity. 

Gare come to the city of the Ering Gon:” while 2 
Voice, ſweeter than muſic in her ſofteſt ſtrains; ſweet as the 
& harmony of hymning ſeraphim; congratulates their arrival, 
and beſpeaks their admiſſion z © Lift up your heads, Oye ges; 
Wand be ye lifted up, ye everlaſting doors; that the heirs of 

glory may enter in. 
Here, then, let us leave the ſpirits and fouls of the righteons; 
efcaped from an entangling wilderneſs, and received into a Para- 
a of delights! Eſcaped from the territories of diſquietude, 
and ſettled in regions of unmoleſted ſecurity! Here, they fir 
own with Abraham, Juar, and Facoo, in the kingdom of their 
rather. Here, they mingle with an innumerable company of 
angels, and rejoice around the throne of the Lamb: rejoice in 
the fruitian of preſext felicity, and in the aftred cxpectatian of 
an inconceivable addition to their bliſs; when « Gop thall 
call the heavens from above, and the earth, that he may judge 


dis people . 
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* Deut. xxxiii. 27. 

t Seneca's re ſlect ions upon the ſtate of holy foals, delivered from 
the burden of the fleſh, are ſparkling and fine; yet very indiftin(? 
nd empty. compared with the particulars mentioned above. and 
vich many others that might be collected from ſcripture. In Hoc 
m proce loſ & in oamnes tempeſtates expeſte navigantibas mari, 
wits portur, niſi mertis eſt, Ne itaque incil*ris fratri tus; qui- 
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&« Fools accounted their life madneſs, and their end to he 


without honour: but, they are numbered among the children 


of Gop; and their lot, their diſtinguiſbed and eternal lot, is a 
mong the ſaints +!” However, therefore, an undiſcerning world 
may deſpiſe, and a profane world wvilify, the truly religious; be 
this the ſupreme, the invariable defire of my heart! Let me 
live the life, and die the death, of the righteous. Oh ! let my 
latter end, nnd future ftate, lx like theirs!” 

What fgure is that, which ſtrikes my eye, from an eminent 
part of the wall? It is not only placed in a more elevated fitna- 
tion, than the reſt; but carries a more ſplendid and ſumptu;y: 
air, than ordinary. Swords and ſpears; murdering engines, 
and inſtruments of laughter ; adorn the ſtone with a formida- 
ble magnificence.——l: proves to be the monument of a noble 
warrior. 

Is ſuch reſpect, thought I, paid to the memory of this brave 
ſoldier, for ſacrificing his lite to the public g:od ” Then, what 
honours, what immortal honours, are due to the great Captain 
of our ſalvation! Who, though Lord of the angelic legions; 
and ſupreme Commander of all the heavenly boit; willingly 
oflered himfelt a bleeding propitiation for fcuners / 

The one died, being à mortz/; and only yielded up a life, 
which was long before torteited to divine juſtice; which muſt 

ſoon have been lurrendered as a debt to nature, it it had not 
fallen as a prey to war. But CrHr15ST took fleth, and gare 
up the ghoſt, tho1gh he was the great I AM; the Fountain of 
exiſtence ; who calls happineſs and immortality all his own. 
He, who thoug!.t it no robbery, to be «qual wth God; He, 
whole our going: were from everlaſting: even He, was made in 
the likeneis of Man, and cut off out of the land of the living. 
onder, O heavens! Be aſtoniſhed, O earth! H F died the 
death, of whom it is witneſſed, that He is t the true Gop, and 
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vun aperto & lihers czlo ; ex humnils I depreſſn, in eum emicuit ho 
gf felutas vinculis an beats recipit fins; &, nun 9mnia rei uu 
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AMONG THE TOMBS $7 
The one expo/ed himſelf to perils, in the ſervice of his ſo- 
werergh and his country ; which though it was glorious to do, 
vet would have been ignominious, in ſuch circumſtances, to 
have declined. —But CHRIS TH took the field, though he was 
the bleſed and only Potentate; the KixG of kings, and Loxp 
of lords. Cax1s'T took the field, though he was ſure to drep 
in the engagement; and put on tle harneſs, h he knew 
before-hand, that it muſt reek with his blood. Prince 
of heaven reſigned his royal perſon, not barely to the hazard, 
but to the inevitabl:. ſtroke; to death, certain in its a 
and arme& with all its horrors. —<— And for whom? Not 
for thoſe who were in any degree deſerving; but for his own 
diſcbedient creatures; for the pardon of condemned malefactors, 
tor a band of rebels, a race of traitors, the moſt obnoxious and 
inexcuſable of all criminals; whom he might have left to pe- 
riſh in their iniquities, without the leaſt impeachment of his 
goodneſs, and to the diſplay of his avenging juſtice. 
= Theone, tis probable, died expeditiouſly; was ſuddenly wound- 
ed, and ſoon ſlain. A bullet, lodged in his heart; a ſword, + 
ſheathed in his breaſt; or a battle-ax, cleaving the brain; 
might put a ſpeedy end to his miſery; diſpatch him © as in a 
moment. —Whereas, the divine Redeemer expired in tedious 
und ed torments. His pangs were as /ingering, as 
| they were exquifite. Even in the prelude to his laſt ſuffering, 
what a load of forrows overwhelmed his facred humanity ! 
till the intolerable preſſure wrung blood, inſtead of ſweat, from 
every pore: till the crimſon flood ſtained all his raiment, and 
tinged the very ſtones. But when the laſt ſcene of the 
| tragedy commenced ; when the executioner's hammer had nail- 
| ed him to the croſs; O! how many diſmal hours, did that illul- 
trious Sufferer hang; a ſpectacle of woe to Gos, to angels, 
and to men! his temples mangled with the thorny crown 
| his hands and feet clett with the rugged irons! his whole bo- 
dy covered with wounds and bruifes! and his foul, his very 
ſoul, pierced with pangs of unutterable diftreſs ! 
do long he hung, that nature, through all her deminions, 
was thrown iuto ſympathizing commotions. The earth could 
no longer ſuſtain fuch barbarous indignities without trembling, 
nor the ſun behold them without horror. Nay, ſo long did he 
hang in this extremity of agony and torture, that the alarm 


reached even the remote regions of the dead. Never, O my 
1 four, 


| fl T 
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11 ſoul, never forget the amazing trath. The Lambof GoD was 
i ſeized; was bound; was ſhughtered with the utmoſt inhama- 
nity ; and endured death in all its bitterneſs, for thee. His 
marderers, ſtudiouſſy cruel, fo guided the fatal cup; that he 
taſted every drop of its gall, before he drank it off to the very 


dregs. 3 
again; The warrior died like a Zero, and fell gallant- F 


Once 
Iy in the field of battle. ——But died not CHRIST as a t 
dieth +? Not on the bed of honour, with ſcars of glory in his 
breaſt; but, like ſome execrable miſcreant, on a gibbet; with 
ſhes of the vile ſcourge on hos back. Yes, the bleſſed Ixsus 
bowed his expiring head on the accurſed tree; ſuſpemled be- 
mw heaven and earth, as an outcaſt from both, and unworthy 

either. | 

What ſuitable returns of enffamed and adoring devotion, can 
we make to the holy One of Gon; thus dying, that we might 
live ? ing in ignominy and anguiſh ; that we might live for 
ever in the heights of joy, and fit for ever on thrones of glory, 
As! it is not in «s impotent, inſenſible mortals, to be 
duly thankfut. He only, who confers fuch inconceivably rich 
Avours, can enkindle a proper warmth of grateful affeCtion, © 
Then build thyſeiF a monument, molt gracious IMManUEr, build F 
thyſelf an everlaſting monument of gratitzde in our ſouls. In- 
ſcribe the memory of thy matchlefs beneficence, not with ink 
and pen: but with that precious hlaad, which guſhed from thy 
wounded veins. Engrave it, not with the hammer and chizel; | 
but with that ſharpened ſpear, which pierced thy ſacred ſide. 
Zet it ſtand conſpicuous and indelible, not on outward tables 
6f ſtone; but on the very inmoſt tables of our hearts. 

ne thing more let me obſcrve before I bid adieu to this in- 
tombed warrior, and: his garniſhed ſepulchre. How mean are 
theſe oſtentatious methods of bribizg the vote of fame, and 
purchaſing a little poſthumous renown! What a poor ſubſti- 
tute for a ſet of memorable actions, is poliſhed alabaſter, or the 
mimicry of ſculptured marble! The real excellency of this 
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patriot , is written on the minds of his countrymen. 
be remembered with applauſe, ſo long as the nation 


And ſuch, ſuch is the monument I would wiſh for myſelf. 
Let me leave a memorial in the breaſts of my fellow creatures. 
Let ſurviving friends bear witneſs, that I have not lived to my | 
ſelf alone, nor been her unſerviceable in my generation. 
Ol let an uninterrupted ſeries of beneficent offices, be the in- 

ſcription; and the beſt intereſts of my acquaintance, the plate 
that exhibits it. 

Let the poor, as the mt at the little 
* 2 There ha che man, whoſe 
unwearied kindneſs was the comſtant relief of my various diſ- 
treiſes 3 who tenderly viſited my languifhing bed, and readily 
ſupplied my indigent circumſtances. How were his coun- 
ſels a guide to my perplexed thoughts, and a cordial to my 
dejected ſpirit! "Tis owing to Gop's bleſſing, on his ſeaſon- 
able charities, and prudent conſolations; that T now live, and 
live in comfort ”——Let a once ignorant and ungodly, 
3 lift up his eyes to heaven, and fay within himſelf, as he walks 
hover my bones; Here are the laſt remains of that fincere 
n, friend, who watched for my foul. I can never forget, with 
d what heedleſs gaiety, I was poſting on in the paths of perdition: 
1» © | and I tremble to think, into what'irretrieyable ruin I might 
ik dave been plunged ; had not his faithful admonitions arreſted 
die in the wild carcer. A 

2 


* Sir Bevil Granville, flain in the civil wars, at an engagement 
with the rebels. It may poſſibly be ſome entertainment, if I ſubjoin 
Sir BeviPs character, as it is drawn by that celebrated pea, which 
wrote the hiſtory of thoſe calamitous times.—** That which would 
nd } | have clouded any victory, ſays the noble hiſtorian, and made the loſa 
ti-} | of others leſs ſpoken of, was the death of Sir Bevil Granville. 
he] He was indeed an excellent perſon, whoſe activity, intereſt, and re- 
his] putation, were the foundation of what had been done in Cornwall. 
ing | is temper and affectious ſo public, that no accident which hap- 
pened could make any impreſſion upon lym: and his example kept 
— |} others from taking any thing ill, or at leaſt ſeeming todo fo. Ina 

4} word, a brighter ccurage, and gentler difpolition, were never mar- 
*X | | Rd together, to make the maſt chearful and innocent converſation.” 
[14 N Ce. Hiſt. Reb. Vol. II. 
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of peace, and had no concetm-for its unſearchabie- treaſures; 
but now, enlightened by his i conver ation. I ſee the all- 
fafficiency of my Saviour; and animated by his repented exhorta- 
dont, I count all things but loſs, that I may win Cn IS T. Me- 
thinks, his diſcourſes, ſeaſoned with religion, and ſet home by 
the divine Spirit, ſtill tingle in my cars; are till warm on my 
heart : and, I truſt, will be more and more operative, till we 
meet each other in the houſe not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens.” 
The only infallible way of immortalizing our characters; 2 
way equally open to 4he meaneſt and moſt exalted fortune; is, 
To make our calling and election ſure; to gain ſome ſweet 
evidence that our names are written in hraven. Then, however 
they may be diſregarded or forgotten among men; they will 
not fail to be had in everlaſting remembrance before the Loxo, 
his is, of — far the nobleſt. Ambition, be 
this thy object, and every page of Scripture will fanCtify thy paſ- 
fion ; even grace itſelf vill fan the flame. As to earthly 
memorials, yet a little while, and they are all obliterated, 
The tongue of thoſe, whoſe happineſs we have zealouſly pro- 
moted, muſt ſoon be filent in the coffin. Characters cut with 
a pen of iron, and committed to the ſclid rock, will ere long 
ceaſe to he legible +. “ Hut as as are enrolled in the 
Lamb's book of life,” He himſelf declares, ſhall never be blot- 
ted out from thoſe annals of eternity{. When a flight of 
years has mouldered the triumphal column into duſt; when 
the brazen ſtatue periſhes, under the corroding hand of Time: | 
? hoſe honours ſtill continue; ſtill are blooming and incorruptible, 
in the world of glory. 


Make the extended ſkies your tomb; 
Let ſtars record your worth: 

Yet-know, vain mortals, all muſt die, 
As Nature's /ukheft birth, 


Would bounteons heav'n indulge my pray r, 


E frame a nobler choice; 
Nor, living, with the pompous pile; 
Nor, dead regret the loſs. In 
+ Data /unt ** qreque ita ſepulebrit. | Jvv- 
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In thy fair book of life divine, 
My Gov, inicribe my name; 
it fill ſome humble place, 


Yonder entrance leads, I ſuppoſe to the vau/t. Let me trrn 
aſide, and take one view of the habitation, and its tenants .. 
The fullen door grates upon its hinges: Not uſed to receive 
many viſitants, it admits me with reluctance and murmurs. 

\ What meaneth this ſudden trepidation ; while I deſcend the ſteps, 
and am viſiting the pale nations of the dead? Be compoſed 
my ſpirits; there is nothing to fear, in theſe quiet chambers, 
« Here, even the wicked ceaſe from troubling.” 
Good heavens! what a folemn ſcene! How diſmal the 
glam! Here is perpetual darkneſs, and night even at noon- 
day.——How doleful the /litzde! Not one trace of chearful 
ſociety ; but ſorrow and terror ſeem to have made this their 
! dreary abode. ——Hark! how the hollow dome reſounds, at 
= every tread. The echoes, that long have flept, are awakened; 
and lament, and figh, along the walls, 
A beam or two finds its way thro” the grates; and reflects a 
feeble glimmer, from the nails of the coins. So many of thoſe 
fad ſpeCtacles, half concealed in ſhades; half ſeen dimly by the 
baleful twilight; add a deeper horror to theſe gloomy man- 
ſions. I pore upon the inſcriptions, and am juſt able to pick 
out; That theſe are the remains of the rich and renowned. 
No vulgar dead are depoſited here. The myft illiſtrious and 
right honourable, have claimed this for their laſt retrent. And 
indeed, they retain ſomewhat of a ſhadowy pre-eminence. 
They lie, ranged in mournful order, and a fort of ſilent pomp, 
under the arches of an ample ſepulchre; while meaner corple * 
without much ceremony, go down to the ſtones of the pit. 
My apprehenſions recover from their ſupriſe. I find, here 
are no phantoms, but ſuch as fear raites. However, it Rill a. 
mazes me to obſerve, the wonders of this nether world. Tholc, 
who received vaſt revenues, and called whole lordſhips their 
own; are here reduced to halt a dogen feet of carth, or con- 
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fined to a few ſheets of lead. Rooms of ſtate, and 


furniture, are reſigned ; for no other ornament than the bro, 
for no other than the darkſome niche. Where is 
the ſtar that blazed upon the breaſtz or coronct, that glittered 
round the ? remains of depanted dignity are, 


— — "= — x 
The lordly equipage hovers no longer about the lifeleſs maſter. 
He has no other attendant than a duſty fatve; which, while 
the regardleſs world is as gay as ever, the ſculptor's hand has 
taught to weep. 

Thoſe, who gloried in high- born anceſtors, and noble pedigree; 
here, drop their lofty pretenfions. They acknowledge kindred 
with creeping things; and quarter arms with the meaneſt rep. 
tiles. © They ſay to corruption, Thou art my father; and to 
the worm, Thou art my mother and my fiſter.” Or, ſhould 
they ſtill aſſume the ſtile of diſtinction, ah ! how impotent were 
the claim; how apparent the oftentation! Is it faid by their 
monument? HERE LIES THE GREAT. How eaſily is it re- 


plied by the ſpectator ! 


* Falſe marble; Where? 
Nothing but poor and ſordid duſt lies here.” 


Mortifying truth! Sufficient, one would think, to wean the 
moſt ſanguine appetite, from this tranfitory ſtate of things; 
from its fickly ſatisfactions, its fading glories, its vaniſhing trea- 
ſures. | 

« For now, ye lying vanities of life ! 

Ye ever-tempting, ever-cbeating train! 

Where are ye Now ? And what is your amount!“ 


What is all the world, to theſe poor breathleſs beings ?—— 
What are their pleaſures? A bubble broke. What their 
" honours? A dream that is forgotten. What the ſum total 
of their enj-yments below? Once, perhaps, it appeared to in- 
experienced and fond defire, ſomething confiderable. But, 
now death has meaſured it with his line, and weighed it in 
his ſcale, what is the upſhot ? Alas! it is ſhorter than a ſpan; 

ighter than the dancing ſpark; and driven away like the dif- 


2lving ſmoke. 
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my foul a ferious pauſe. Recollect all the 
things; that were wont to dazzle thy eyes, and inveigle thy 
feftions. Here, cxamine thoſe baits of ſenſe. Here form an 
eſtimate of their real unlue. Suppoſe thyſelf firſt, among the 
fvourites of fortune z who revel in the lap of pleaſure; who 
ſhine in the robes of honour; and ſwim in tides of inexhauſt- 
ed riches. Yet,-how ſoon would the paſſing bell proclaim thy 
exit! And, when once that iron call has ſummoned thee to thy 
future reckoning; where would all theſe gratiſications be? At 
that period, how will all the pageantry of the moſt affluent, 
or luxurious circumſtances, vanith into empty air 
And is this a happineſs, fo paſſionately to be covered | 
I thank you, ye relics of ſounding titles, and magnificent 

names. Te have taught me more of the littleneſs of the world, 
than all the volumes of my library. Your nobility arrayed in 
a winding ſheet; your grandeur mouldering in an urn; are the 
moſt indiſ proofs of the nothingneſt of created things. 
Never, ſurely, did Providence write this i t point, in 
fuch legible characters; as in the aſhes of my lord, or on the 
' eorple of his grace *ﬀ—Let others, if they pleaſe, pay their 

obſequious court to your ſons; and ignobly ſawn, or 

anxiouſly ſue, for My thoughts ſhalt often reſort, 
© in penſive contemplation, to the ſepulchres of their fires; and 
” tara from their ſleeping duſt—to moderate my expectations 

from mortals—to ſtand diſengaged from every undue attachment 
to the Ettle intereſts of time to get above the deluſive amuſe- 
ments of honour; the gaudy tinſels of wealth; and all the 
empty ſhadows of a periſſaing world. 
Hark | what found is that Ia ſuch a ſituation, every 
noiſe alarms.——Solemn and flow it breaks again upon the ſi- 
lent air. is the ſtriking of the clock. Defigned, one 
would imagine; to ratify all my ſerious meditations. Methinks, 
it ſays, Amen, and ſets a ſeal to every improving hint. It tells 
me; That another portion of my appointed time is elapſed. 
One calls it, the knell of my departed hours.” Lis the 
watch-word to vigilance and aftrvity. It cries in the ear of rea- 
fon, « Redeem the time. Catch the favourable ga/es of e- 


fortunity - 
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Quanitula ſins hominam corpuſcy/2 zur, 


of awe, ſtriking 
cold on my heart; as under theſe black-browed arches, amid: 
theſe mouldy walls, and ſurrounded 
where melancholy, deepeſt melancho 
ven wings. Let me now emerge 
ful obſcurity. ——Farewel, 
death! gladly I reviſit the realms ef-&+. | 

Having caſt a ſuperficial view upon thele receptacles of the 
dead; curioſity prompts my enquiry to a more intimate ſurvey. 
Could we draw back the covering of the tomb; could we diſ- 
cern, what thoſe are now, who once were mortals.—0 
how would it ſurpriſe, and grieve us 
the prodigious transformation, which has taken place on every 
individual; grieve us, to obſerve the dithonour done to our na- 
ture in general, within theſe ſubterraneous lodgments ! 

Here, the ſweet and winning gſpect, that wore perpetually an 
attractive ſmile ; grins horribly 
eye, that outthone the diamond's brilliancy ; aud glanced its 
lovely lightning, into the moſt guarded heart: Alas! Where 
is it? Where thall we find the rolling ſparkler? How are all 
its ſprightly beams eclipſed ! totally eclipſed!—— The tongue, 
that once commanded all the power of eloquence, in this 
ſtrange land has « forgot its cunning.” Where are now thoſe 
ſtrains of harmony, which ravithed our ears? where is that 
low of perſuaſion, which carried captive our judgments? The 
great maſter of language and of ſong, is become filent as the 
The pampered fleſh, fo lately 
cloathed in purple and fine linen, how is it covered rudely 
within clods of clay! There was a time when the rimoron!!y 


, for ever ſpreads her ra- 
rom the damp and dread- 


ye ſeats of defehktion, and ſhades of 


Surpriſe us, to behold 


a naked, ghaſtly ikull. 


night that ſurrounds him. 


e e co. .c 


AMONG THE TOMBS 65 
nice creature would ſcarce adventure to ſet a foot upon 
the ground, for delicateneſs and tenderneſs ;“ but is now en- 

in clammy earth, and ſleeps on no ſofter a pillow than 
the rugged ravel- ſtones Here, © the rang nen bow them- 
ſelves. The n vous arm is unſtrung ; the brawny finews are 
relaxed; the limbs, not long ago the feats of vigour and activi- 
ty, lie down motionleſs; and the bones, which were as bars 
of iron, are crumbled into duſt. - TO, 

Here, the man of byfine/; forgets all his favourite ſchemes, 
and diſcontinnes the purſuit of gains. Here is a total ſtand to 
the cirenlation of merchandize, and the hnrry of trade. In 
theſe ſolitary receſus, as in the building of S:/omon's temple, is 
heard no found of the hammer and ax. The winding-ſheet and 
the coffin, are the utmoſt bound of all carthly devices. . Hither 
to may they go, but no farther.” Here, the ſons of pleaſure 
take a final farewel of their drar delights. No more is the 
ſenſualiſt anointed with oil, or crowned with roſe-buds. He 
chaunts no more, to the melody of the viol; nor revels any 
longer, at the banquet of wine. Inſtead of ſumptuous tables, 
and delicious treats, the poor voluptuary is himfclf a feaſt for 
fattened inſccts; the reptile riots in his fleſh ; the worm feeds 
ſweetly on him j.”—— Here allo beauty fails; bright beauty 
drops her luſtre here. O! how her roles fade, and her lilies 
languiſh, in this bleak foil! How does the grand leveller pour 
contempt, upon the charmer of our hearts! How tarn to de- 
formity, what captivated the world before 

Could the /over have a fight of his once enchanting fair- one 
what a ſtartling aſtoniſhment would ſeize him“ Is this 
the object I not long ago fo paſſionately admired! I faid, the 
was divinely fair; and thought her ſomewhat more than mor- 
tal. Her form was ſymmetry itſelf; every elegance breathed 
in her air; and all the graces waited on her motions.—' i'was 
muſic when the ſpoke: but when ſhe ſpoke encouragement, 
'twas little leſs than rapture. How my heart danced to thoſe 
charming accents ! And can that, which ſome weeks 
ago, was to admiration lonely, be now fo inſufferably lathfome ? 
—— Where are thoſe bluſhing cheeks? Where the coral lips? 
Where that ivory neck, on which the curling jet, in ſuch gloſſy 
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66 "MB WEST ATION 
ringlets, flowed ? with a thonſand other beauties of perſon, 
and ten thouſand delicacies of action? Amazing altera. 
tion! deluſory bliſs! Fondly I gazed upon the glitter. 
ing meteor. It ſhone brightly, and I miſtook it for a far; for 
a permanent and ſubſtantial good. But how is it fallen! fal- 
len from an orb, not its own! And all that I can trace on 
earth, is but a putrid maſs.” 

Lie, poor Flrella! lie deep, as thou doſt, in obſcure dark. 
neſs. Let night, with her impenetrable ſhades, always conceal 
thee. May no prying eye, be witneſs to thy diſgrace : but let 
thy ſurviving ters, think upon thy ſtate : when they contem- 


plate the idol in the glaſs. When the pleaſing image riſes 


cefally to view, ſurrounded with a world of charms ; and 
fluſhed with joy, at the conſciouſneſs of them all :—then in 
thoſe minutes of temptation and danger, when vanity uſes to 
teal into the thoughts—then, let them remember, what a 
veil of Horror is drawn over a face; which was once beautify] 
and brilliant, as theirs. Such a ſeaſonable reflection, might re- 
gulate the labours of the toilet; and create a more earne!l ſo- 


licitude, to poliſh the jewel, than to varniſh the caſket. It might 
then become their higheſt ambition, to have the mind decked 


with divine virtues; and dreſſed after the amiable pattern of 
their Redeemer's holineſs. 

And would this prejudice their perſons, or depreciate their 
charms Quite the reverſe. It would ſpread a fort of heu- 
venly glory, over the fineft /et of features ; and heighten the 
lovelineſs of every other engaging accompliſhment, What 
is yet a more inviting conſideration; theſe flowers would not 
wither with nature, nor be tarniſhed by time; but would open 
continually into richer beautics, and auriſh even in the winter 
of age Zut the moſt incomparable recommendation of theſe 
noble qualities, is; That from their hallowed relics, as from 
the fragrant aſhes of the Phenix, will ere long ariſe an illuſtri- 
ous form; bright, as the wings of augels; laſting, as the light 


For 


1 


ends. 


* 


Quo fugit Venus? Hen! Quere color? decens 
Dun mutus ? Quid habct ilitur, illius, 
| Que ſpirahat Amores, 
Ang me ſurriprat mit!? 
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For-my part; the remembrance of this fad revolntion, ſhall 
make me gh med to pay my devotion, to a ſhrine ot periſhing 
fleſh; and afraid, to expect all my happineſs, from fo brittle a 
joy. It ſhall teack me, _— _— e 
tioned clay; though formed in the moſt elegant moull, and a- 
nimated with the ſweeteſt ſoul. "Tis heaven's laſt; beſt, and 
crowning gift; to be received with gratitude, and cheriſhed 
with ive, as a moſt valuable bleſſing; not worſhipped, with the 
incenſe of flattery, and {trains of fulſome adoration, as a goddeſs. 
It will cure, I truſt, the datage of my eyes: and incline me 
always to prefer the ſubſtantial « ornaments, of a meek and vir- 
tuous ſpirit ;” before the tranſient decorations, of white and 
red on the ſkin. 

Here, I called in my roving meditations from their long ex- 
curſion on this tender ſubject. Fancy liſtened a while to the 
{ foliloquy of a lover. Now judgment reſumes the reins, and 

guides my thoughts to more near and ſelf- intereſting enquiries. 
However, upon a review of the whole ſcene; crowded 
with ſpectaclet of mortality, and trophies of death ; I could not 
forbear ſmiting my breaſt, and fetching a ſigh, and lamenting 
over the nobleſt of all viſible beings laid proſtrate under the 
feet of the pale horſe, and his rider g.“ I could not for- 
bear repeating that pathetic exclamation; O! Thou Adam, 
what haſt thou done +! What deſolation has thy diſobedience 
wrought in the earth See the malignity, the ruinous malig- 
nity, of in! Sin, has diminiſhed ſo many ſtructures of fleſh: 
Sin, has made ſuch havoc, among the moſt excellent ranks of 
GOD's lower creation : and fin (that deadly bane of our na- 
ture) would have plunged our better part, into the execrable 
} horrors of the nethermoſt hell; had not our merciful Media- 
tor interpoſed, and given himſelt for our ranſom. There- 
fore, what grateful acknowledgments, does the whole world of 
penitent ſinners owe; what ardent returns ot love, will a whole 
heaven of glorified believers pay; to ſuch a friend, benefactor, 
and deliverer x 

Muſing upon theſe melancholy objects, a faithful remem- 
brancer ſuggeſts from within Muſt this ſad change ſucceed in 
me alſo? Am I to draw my laſt gaſp; to become a breathleſs 

I 2 


corple; 


f Rev. vi. 8. + 2 Efd, vii. 41. 
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corpſe; and de, what I dep/zre$ ? Is there a time approaching, 
when this body ih be carried out upon the bier, and conſign- 
ed to its clay-cold bed? While ſome kind acquaintance, per- 


- baps, may drop one parting tear; and cry, Alas! my brother! 


is the time approaching — Nothing is mate certain. 
A decree, much ſurer than the law of the Medes and Perſiunt, 
has irrevocably determined the doom. 

Should one of theſe ghaſtly figures burſt from his confine- 
ment; and ſtart up, in frightful deformity, before me.— Should 
the Haggard ſteſetan, lift a clattering hand; and point it full in 
my vieu— ſhould it open the ſtiffened jaws; and with a hoarſc 
tremendous murmur, break this profound filence—ſhould it ac- 
coſt me, as Samucl's apparition addreſſed the trembling king 
„The LORD ſhall deliver thee alſo into the hands of death. 
Yet a little while, and hu ſhalt be with me +.” The flemn 
warning, delivered in ſo ſtriking a manner, muſt ſtrongly impreis 
my imagination. A meſſage in thunder, would ſcarce fink 
deeper. Yet there is abundantly greater reafon to be alarm- 
ed, by that expreſs declaration of the LORD GOD Almighty, 
«Thou ſhalt ſurely die.” Well then, fince ſentence is 
paſſed; ſince I am a condemned man; and know not, when 
the dead warrant may arrive; let me die to /i, and die to 
the world; rr 


1 


$ I paſs, with melancholy ſtate, 
By all theſe ſolemn heaps of fate; 
And think, as ſoſt and fad I tread 
Above the venerable dead, 
„Time was, like me, they life peſſeſe“d; 
And time will be, when I ſhall reft.” ParxEt:. 
+ 1 Sam. xxviti. 19. On this place, the Dutch tranſſator of the 
Meditations has added a note; to corre, very probably, what he 
ſuppoſes a miſtake. On the fame ſuppoſition, I prefume, the com- 
piſers ot our Rubric ordered the laſt verſe of Ecc/us. xlvi to be o- 
mi: ted in the daily ſervice of the church. But that the ſentiment, 
hinted above, is itriRly true z that it was Samuel himfelf, (not an in- 
feroal ſpirit, perſonating the prophet) who appeared to the female 
necromarcer at Endo-; appeared, not in compliance with any dia- 
bolical incantation. but in purſuance of the divine commiſſion: 


— A think, is fully proved in the 4i/forical account of the lite 1 


Vol. I. Chap. 23. 
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GOD. Let me employ the little uncertain interval of reſpite 
from execution ; in preparing for a happier ſtate, and a better 
life. That, when the fatal moment comes, and I am com- 
manded to ſhut my eyes upon all hings here below; I 
open them again to ſee my Saviour in the manſions above. 

Since this body, which is fo fearfully and wonderfully made, 
muſt fall to pieces in the grave: fince I muſt foon reſign all my 
bodily powers to darkneſs, inactivity, and corruption; let it be 
my conſtant care to uſe them well, while I poſſeſs them oj 
Let my hand: be ſtretched forth to relieve the needy; and al- 
ways be more ready to give, than to ec vg.“ Let my 
SM nes bend, in the deepeſt humiliation, betore the throne of 
| grace; while my eyes are caſt down to the earth, in neviter tial 
| confuſion ; or 1 looking up to heaven, for pardoning 
mercy ! In every friendly interview, let the © law of kin.- 
neſs dwell on my lis: or rather, it the feriouſneſs of my ac- 
quaintance permits, let the goſpel of peace flow from my 
tongue. O! that I may be enabled, in every public concourſe, 
to lift up my voice like a trumpet ; and pour abroad a more 
joyful found, than its moſt melodious accents, in proclaimi: g 
the glad tidings of free ſalvation !——Be ſhut, my ears, rei. 
lutely fhut, againſt the malevolent whiſpers of ſlander, and the 
contagious breath of filthy talking. But be ſwift to hear tlc 
inſtructions of wiſdom ; be all attention, when your Rr HEN. 
ER ſpeaks; imbibe the precious truths; and convey them car. 
fully to the heart. Carry me, my feet, to the temple of che. 
LorD; to the beds of the tick; and houſes of the poor. — 
May all my members, devoted entirely to my «divine Matter, be 
the willing inſtruments of promoting his glory 

Then, ye embalmers, you may ſpare your pains. "Theſe 
works of faith, and labours of love; theſe thall be my /pices 
and perfumes. Enwrapped in theſe, I would lay me gently 
down, and fleep ſweetly in the bleſſed Jesus; hoping, that 
Gop will “ give commandment concerning my bores ;” and 
one day fetch them up from the duſt, as filver from the fur- 
nace, purificd, «I ſay not ſeven times, but ſeventy times ſeven.” 

Here, my contemplation took wing, and in an inſtant, alight- 
ed in the garden, adjoining to Mount Calvary. Having vicwed 
the abode of my deceaſed fellow-creatures; methonght, I long- 
ed to ſee the place, where our Lord lay. And O! what a 
marvellous ſpectacle was once exhibited, in this memorable ſ:pul- 
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chre! He who cloaths himſelf with light, as with a garment; 

and walks upon the wings of the wind *,” HE was pleaſed 

to wear the habiliments of mortality, and dwelt among the 
prefirate dead. Who can repeat the wondrous truth, too of- 

ten? Who can dwell upon the tranſporting theme, too long? 

HE, who fits enthroned in glory, and diffuſes bliſs among all 

the heavenly hoſts; HE was once a pale and bloody corpſe, and 

prefled this little ſpot. , 

O Death ! how great was thy triumph in that hour! Never 
did thy gloomy real:ns contain ſucb a priſoner before. Pri- 
ner, did 1 ſay? Noz he was more than conqueror. He a- 
roſe, far more raightily than Samſon, from a tranfient lumber; 
broke down the gates, and demoliſhed the ſtrong holds, of thoſe 
dark dominions. And this, O mortals, this is your ouly con- 
lation and ſeruriiy. JESUS has trod the dreadful path, and 
imoothed it for your paſſage. JESUs, ſleeping in the 
chambers of the tomb, bas brightened the diſmal manſion; 

ad left an inviting odour, in thoſe beds of duſt. The dying 
Ess (aver let the comfortable truth depart from your 
minds! 


© 2 — — — 


* The Scriptures, ſpeaking of the Supreme Being, ſay, —— He 

4 alluth uon the waves of the ſex ; to denote his uncontroulable 

power, Jab ix. 8 He walketh in the circuit of heaven; to ex- 

pes the immentity of his preſence, Job xxii. 14.— He walketh up:n 
4. wings 27 the wind; tolignify the amazing ſwiftneſs of bis ope- 
7 i 1s, Plal. civ. 3. In which laſt phraſe, I think, there is an 

!legance and cmpialis, not taken notice of by our commentators, yet 

equalled in ary writer, Not, he flieth ; he runneth ; but, he 
eth; and that, on the very evings of the wind; on the molt 
'imperuous of elements, rouſed into its utmoſt rage, aud ſweeping a- 
long with inconceiveable rapidity,—— A tumult in nature, not to be 

deſcribed, is the cm and ſedate work of the DEITY. A 

ſpred, nit to be meaſured, is (with reverence I nfe the expreſſion, 
and to cympert with our low methods of conception) the ſolemn 
and , #5::-pace of JEROVAH. How flat are the follow. 


ing lines, even in the great matter of lyric ſong, 


Ocysr cerv's, & agente nimbos 
Gozor euro, 


when compared with this inimitable ſtrake of divine poetry 
"Je viell upen the aim of the au 
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-minds! the dying Ixs us) is your ſure protei:n, your anqueſ- 
tionable paſſport, throngh the territories of the grave. Believe 
in him; and they ſhall prove a highway to Si2n;” ſhall tranſ- 
mit you ſafe to Paradiſe. Believe in him; and you ſhall be no 
loſers, but unſpeakable gainers, by your diſſolutionz for hear 
what the oracle of heaven ſays upon this important point: 
« Whoſo believeth in me, ſhall never dic +.” W hat ſublime 
and emphatical knguage, is this? Thus much, at leaft, it muſt. 
import The nature of that laſt change, ſhall be ſurpriſing- 
ly altered, for the better. It ſhall no longer be inflifed, as x 
puniſhment; but rather be vauck/:fed, as a bleſſing. To ſuch 
it ſhall come attended with ſuch a train of benefits; 
as will render it a kind of happy impropricty, to call it dying. 
Dying! No; tis then they truly begin to live. Their exit, is 
the end of their frailty, and their entrance upon perfection. 
Their laſt groan, is the prelude to life and iramortality.” 
O ye timorous fouls, that are terrified at the found of the 
bell, that turn pale at the fight of an opened grave; and 
tan ſcarce behold a coffin or a ſkull wi:}1out a imd dering horror; 
ye that are in bondage to the grifly tyrant, and tremble at the 
thaking of his iron rod; cry mightily to the Father of your 
fpirits, for faith in his dear Son. Faith, wil free you from 


your ſlavery *. Faith, will embolden you to tread on this 


ficrceſt 


——_— _ 2 1 „ 


n 4 


+ John xi. 26. 

* Death's terrors is the mountain ſaith removes: 
Tis faith diſarms deſtruct ion. 
Believe, and look with triumph on the tomb. 

Tuc ſe, and ſome other quotations, I am proud to barrow from this 


* Viht-Th:ugchts, eſpecially from night the Furth: in which, encryv 
of language, ſublimity of ſentiment, and the moſt exquiſite beautie3 
af poetry are the leaſt perfections to be admired. Almolt every: 
! line gluws with devotion; riſes into the molt exaltetl apprehcuſion; 


of the adorable REDEEMER; and is animated with the mol 


lively faith in his all-ſuificient m:diation. "The author of this ex- 


eellent performance has the peculiar felieity, of ennobliag all th- 
! ftrength of ſtyle, and every delicacy, of imagination, with the gra 
and diſtinguiſhing truths of Chriſtianity. Theſe thoughts 7zive th: 
! higheſt entertainment to the fancy: aud impart the nobleſt improve - 
| 2acut to the mind, They not only reſins our tate, but pre- 
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fierceſi of „. Old Simeon, claſping the child Jr sv; 
in the arms of his fleſh, and the glorious Mediator in the arms 
of his faith, departs with tranquillity and peace. That bitter 
ecutor Saul, having won CHRIS] being found in CuxISH; 
longs to be diſmifled from cumbrous clay, and kindles into rap. 
ture at the proſpect of approaching diſſolution + Methinks | 
ſee another of IMMAaNUEL's followers, truſting in his Saviour; 
leaning on bis beloved; go down to the filent ſhades, wit com- 
poſure and alacrity f.—In this powerful name, an innumerable 


company of ſinful creatures have ſet up their banners; and 


« overcome through he blood of the Lamb.” Authorized by 
the Captain of thy ſalvation, hou allo mayeſt ſet thy feet upon 
the neck of this king of terrors. Furniſhed with this anti. 
dote, tu allo mayeſt play around the hole of the aſp, and 
put thy undaunted hand on this cockatrice den $. Thou may. 
eſt feel the viper || faſtening to thy mortal part, and fear no 
evil: thou ſhalt one day ſhake it off by a joyful reſurrection, 


and no harm. 


Refurreftion! That chearing word eaſes my mind of :; 


anxious thought, and folve#a moit momentous queſtion. I was 


going to aſk ; ©© Wherefore Co all theſe corpſes lie here, in this 
abjett conditio? Is this their final ſtate? Has death con- 
quered ? and will the tyrant hold captivity captive ? How long 
wilt thou forget them, O LoxD? For ever ”— No, faith the 
voice from heaven, the word of divine revelation; the rights 
ous are all © priſoners of bepe J. I bere is an hour (an awful 
fecret that, and known only to all- foreſeeing M iidom) n ap 
pointed hour there is, when an act of grace will paſs the great 
ſeal above, and give them an univerſal diſcharge; a general de- 
livery from the abodes of corruption. Then ſhall the 

Lorp 
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pare us for death, and ripen us for glory. I never take up this ad- 
mirable piece, but l am ready to cry out, Tecum vivere amen, tecun 
beam lilens; is e. laſpire me with ſuch à ſpirit, aud life ſhall I 


be deFghtful, nor death itſelf unwele me.“ 


Luke x. 19. + Nil. 1. 23. 2 Tim. ir. 7. 8. 
f 2. Pet. 1. 14. 
. AQs xxviii. 35. 
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And, Ol with what cordial congratulation ; what tranſport- 
ing endearments; do the foul and body, thoſe affeftionate com- 
panions, re-unite! But, with how much demonſtrations 
of kindneſs, are they beth received by their compaſſionate Re- 
deemer | The Ancient of days, who comes in the clouds of 
heaven, is their friend; their father; their bri m. He 
comes with irreſiſtible power and infinite glory; but they have 
nothing to fear from his majeſtic appearance. Thoſe tremen- 
dus folemnities, which ſpread deſolation and aſtoniſhment 
through the univerſe; ſerve only to enflame their love, and 
S heighten their hopes. The Judge, the awful Judge, amidſt all 
his magnificence and ſplendor, vouchſafes toconfefs their names, 
vouchſaſes to commemorate their fidelity, before all the inhabi- 
tants of the ſkies, and the whole afiembled world. 
Hark! the thunders are huſhed. See the lightnings ceaſe 
—_ The angelical armies ſtand in filent ſuſpenſe. The 
| whole race of Adam, is wtapped in pleaſing, or anxious expec- 
tation. And now, that adorable Perſon, whoſe favour is bet- 
ter than life ; whoſe acceptance is a crown of glory; lifts up 
the light of his countenance upon the righteous. He ſpeak: ; 
and what raviſhing words proceed from his gracious lips 
What ecſtaſies of delight enkindle in the breafts of the 
faithful J accept you, O my people! Ye are they, that 
believed in my name. Ye are they, that renounced your/elves, 
and are complete in me. I ſee no ſpot or blemiſh in you; for ye 
| are waſhed in my blood, and cloathed with my righteouſneſs. 
Renewed by my Spirit, ye have glorified me on earth, and have 


deen faithful unto death. Come, then, ye ſervants of holineſs, 


enter into the joy of your Lox D. Come ye chiidren of light; 
ye blefſed of my Father; receive the kingdom that ſhall never 

de removed; wear the crown, which fadeth not away; and en- 

J pleaſures for evermore ! 

Then, it will be one of the ſmalleſt privileges of the righte- 

| ©u*. *hat they ſhall langniſh no more; that ſickneſs will never 
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again ſhew her pale conntenance, in their dwellings +. Death 
::ſelf win be „ ſwallowed up in That fatal javelin; 
which has drank the blood of monarchs, and finds its way to 
the hearts of all the ſons of Adam: ſhall be utterly broken. 
That enormous ſcythe; which has ſtruck empires their 
root, and ſwept ages and generations into oblivion ; ſhall he by 
in perpetual uſeleſſnefs. Sin alfo, which filled thy quiver, thou 
inſatiate archer din, which ſtrung thy arm with reſiſtlefs 
vigour—whiek pointed all the ſhafts with inevitable deſtruction 
Sin, will then be done away. Whatever is frail'or de- 
praved, will be thrown off with our grave-clothes. All to come 
perfect holineſs, and conſummate happineſs; the term of 
whoſe continuance is eternity. 

O -ternity! eternity * How are our boldeſt, our ſtrongeſt 
thonghts, loft and overwhelmed in thee Y Who can ſet land- 
marks, to limit thy dimenſions; or find plumbers, to fathom 
thy depths? Arithmeticians have figures, to compute all the 
progreſſions of time. Aſtrononiers have inſtruments, to calcu- 
late the diſtances of the planets. But what numbers can frate, 
what lines can gauge, the lengths an-] breadths of eternity 
« It is higher than heaven; what canſt thou do? deeper than 
hell; what canſt thou know? the meafure thereof is longer 
than the earth, broader than the fea 4.“ 

Myſterious, mighty exiſtence ] A ſum, not to be leſſened by 
the largeſt deduction an extent, not to be contracted by all 
poſible diminutions! None can truly fay, after the moſt 
prodigious. waſte of ages: So meh of eternity is gone.” 
For, when millions of centuries are clapſed, it is but juſt com- 
mencing; and, when millions more have run their ample round, 
it will be no nearer ending. Yea, when ages, numerous as the 


bloom of {pring ; inerealed by the herbage of ſummer; both 
augmented 


r — 


— ͤ— 


Haiab, ſpeak ing of the New Jeruſalem. mentions this as one of 
its immunities; © The inhabitan: ts. thereof ſhall no more ſay, I am 
ick.“ Another clauſe, in its royal charter, runs thus: «© GOD 
{hall wipe away all tears from their eyes: and there ſhall be no more 
death, neither forrow, nor crying z neither ſkall theie be any mor: 
vain,” Iſa, xxxi:i. 24. Rev. xxi. 4. 
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: ſtrong dungeon; reſerved againſt the day of trial. 
| d.-arture was without — 2 Clouds of horror ſat louring 
upon their cloſing eye-lids; maſt ſadly foreboding the *« blac'- 
; neſs of darkneſs tor ever.” When . & laſt ſickneſs ſcized theic 
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by the leaves of autumn; and all multiplic 1 by 
the drops of rain, which drown the winter hen tncic, and 
ten thouſand times ten thouſand more - more than can be re- 
ted by any fimilitude, or imagined by any conception 
—— when all theſe are revolved and finiſhed ; eternity, vaſt, 
boundleſs, amazing eternity, will only be beginning 
What a pleafing, yet awful thought i is this! Full of delight, 
and full of dread. O] may it alarm our Hart; quicken our 
hopes : and animate all our endcawours! Since we are ſoon to 
{aunch into this endleſs and inconceivable ſtate : let us give all 
diigence,,,to ſecure our entrance into bliſs. Now, let us give 
all diligence; becauſe there is no alteration, in the ſcenes of 
futurity. The wheel never turns: all is ſtedfaſt and immove- 
able beyond the grave. Whether we are then ſeated on the 
throne, or ſtretched on the rack; a deal will be fet on our con- 
dition, by the hand of everlaſting merey, or inflexible juſtice. 
—— The ſaints always rejoice amidſt the ſmiles of heaven; 
their harps are perpetually tuned; their triumphs admit of no 
interruption. ——The ruin of the wicked i is irremediable. The 
fatal ſentence, once paſſed, is never to be repealed. No 
hope of exchanging their doleful habitations. But all things 
bear the ſame Uiſmal aſpect, for ever and ever. 
The wic my mind recoils# at the apprehenſion of 


| their miſery. It has ſtudiouſly waved the fearful ſubject ; and 


ſeems unwilling to purſue it, even now. But it is better to 
reſlect upon it, for a few minutes; than to endure it, to cterna! 
ages. Perhaps, the conſideration of their aggravated miſery, 

may be profitably terrible: may teach me more highly to prize 
the Saviour, who * delivers from going down to the bottog - 
lefs pit:” may drive me, like the avenger's ſword, to this only 


city of refuge, for obnoxious ſinners. 


The wicked ſeem to lie here like malefactors, in a deep an 
« Ther 


frame, and the inevitable change advanced; when they ſaw the 
K 2 fatal 


— — 


* 


* Anjorus meminiſſe horret, luTuque reſugit. Vigo. 
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fatal arrow fitting to the ſtrings; faw the deadly archer aim- 
Ing at their heart; and felt the envenomed ſhaft faſtned in 
their vitals—Good Gop ! what fearfulneſs came upon them 
What horrible dread overwhelmed them ! How did they ſtand 
ſhuddering and aghaſt, upon the tremendous precipice! Ex- 
ceſſively afraid to plunge into the abyſs of eternity, yet utterly 
unable to maintain their ſtanding on the verge of life. 

O! what pale reviews, what ſtanding proſpects, confpire to 

augment their ſorrows !—They look backward, and behold ! a 
moſt melancholy ſcene! Sins of; mercy lighted: 
and the day of grace ending. They look forward, and no- 
thing preſents itſelf, but the righteous Judge, the dreadful tri- 
bunal, and a moſt folemn reckoning !——They roll around 
their affrighted eyes, on attending friends. If accomplices in 
debauchery; it ſharpens their anguith to conſider this farther ag- 
gravation of their guilt; that they have not finned alone, but 
drawn others into the fnare. If religious acquaintance ; it 
ſtrikes a freſh gaſh into their hearts, to think ot never fecing 
them any more, but only at an unapproachable diſtance, ſepa- 
rated by the unpaſſable gulph. 
At laſt, perhaps they begin to pray. Finding no other poſ- 
fible way of relief, they are conſtrained to apply unto the Al- 
inighty. With trembling lips, and a faultering tongue, they 
cry unto that Sovereign Being, © who kills and makes alive.“ 
—But why have they deferred, ſo long deferred their addreſſes 
to God? Why have they deſpiſed all his counſels; and ſtood in- 
corrigible, under his inceſſant reproofs ? How often have they 
been forewarned of theſe terrors; and moſt importunately in- 
treated, to „ ſeek the Lord while he may be found?“ ——1 
wiſh they may obtain mercy at the eleventh, at the laſt hour. 
Ih they may be ſnatched from the jaws, the opened, the 
gaping, the almoſt clofing jaws of damnation. But alas! Who 
can tell, whether affronted Majeſty will lend an ear to their 
complaint? Whether the Holy One will work a miracle of 
grace, in behalf of ſuch tranſgreſſors ? He may, for aught any 
mortal knows, © laugh at their calamity, and mock when their 
fear cometh.” 

Thus they lie groaning out the poor remains of life ; their 
limbs bathed in ſweat; their heart ſtruggling with convulſive 
throes; pains inſupportable throbbing in every pulſe ; and in- 
numerable darts of agony transfixing their conſcience. 


in 
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In that dread moment, how the frantic ſoul 
Raves round the walls of her clay tenement ; 
Rnns to each avenue; and ſhrieks for help; 
-»But ſhricks in vain ! How wiſhfully ſhe looks 
On all ſhe's leaving, now no longer hers! 

A little longer, yet a little longer, 

O! mi abt the ſtay, to waſh away her crimes, 
And fit her for her paſſage ! mournful ſiglit! 
Her very eyes weep blood; and every groin 
She heaves, is big with horror; but the toe, 
Like a ſtaunch murd'rer, ſteady to his purpoſe, 
Purſues her cloſe thro? ev'ry lane of lite, 

Nor miſſes once the track; but preſſes on; 
Till forc'd at laſt to the tremendous verge, 


At once the ſinks (.—— 


If this be the end of the ungodly, © My foul, come not thou 
into their ſecret ! Unto their aſſembly, mine honour, be not 
thou united! How awfully accomplithell is that prediction 
of infpired wiſdom ! Sin, though ſecmingly ſweet inthe commil- 
| fion; * at the laſt, it biteth like a ſerpeut, and ſtingeth like an 
| adder.” Fly, therefore from the tents, O! ily from the ways, 

of ſuch wretched men. 

Happy diſſolut ion] were this the period of their woes. But, 
alas ! all theſe tribulations are only, „the beginning of ſor- 
rows; a ſmall drop only from that « cup of trembling,” which 
is mingled for their portion. No ſooner has the latt pang diſ- 
* lodged their reluctant ſouls, but they are hurrie( into the pre- 
ſence of an injured angry Goo. Not under the conducting 
care of beneficent angels, but expoſed to the inſults of accurſed 
ſpirits; who lately tempted them, now up, ther, and wilt 
for ever torment them. Who can imagine their coatution and 
; diſtreſs; when they ſtand, guilty and inexculeable, before their 
incenſed Creator? They are received with frowns. Lhe Gop 
that made them, has no mercy on them +.” The Prince of 


peace, rejects them with abhorrence. He conſigus them over 
to 


—_— 


See a valuable poem, intitled, Th Grave. 
+ Ifa, xxvit. 11. 
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to chains of darkurfe, and the receptacles of deſpair; againg 
the ſeverer doom, and more public infamy, of the great day. 
—— Then, all the vials of wrath, will be emptied upon thek. 
wretcheꝗ creatures. The law ny have violated, and the goſ. 
pel they have flighted; the power they have defier, an the 
goodnets they have abuſed; will all get themſelves honour i in 
their examplary deſtruction. Then Gos, the Gop to whom 
vengeance belongeth, will draw the arrow to the very head, 
an l ſet them as the mark of his incxorable difpleafure. 
Relurrection will be no privilege to them; but immortality 
ji:felt their everlaſting curſe. Would they not bleſs the 
grave; that land where all things are forgotten ;” and with to 
lie eternally hid, in its deepeſt gloom ? But the duſt refuſes to 
conceal their perſons; or to draw a veil over their practices. ] 
They alfo 8 awake, muſt ariſe; muſt appear at the bar; 
A meet the Judge. A Judge, before whom * the pillars of 
heaven tremble, and the earth melts away.” A Judge, once 
] 
] 
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long-ſuffering, and very compaſſionate : but now unalterabiy 
determined to teach ſtubborn offenders hat it is, to pro- 
we the omnibotent Godhead ; what it is, to trample upon the 
blood of his 8on; and offer deſpite to all the gracious overtures 
of his Spirit. 

O! the perplexity! the diſtraftion ! that muſt ſeize the im- 
penitent rebels, when they are ſummoned to the great tribunal! 
What will they do, in this day of fevere viſitation? 
This day of tial decition ? Where? How ? Whence, can 
they fi! help? To which of the ſaints will they turn? 
VY. liither betake themſelves, for ſhelter or for ſuccour. 
Alas! it is all in vain; it is all too late. Friends and ac- 
aintauge know them no more. Men and angels abandon 
them, to their approaching doom. Even the Mediator, the 
MEDIATOR hiniſeif, deſerts them, in this dreadful hour. 
Fo fy, will be impracticable: to juflify themſelves, itil! 
more impullioic: and now, to make any /upplications, utterly un- 
Available. 

Behold! tlie book; are opened. The ſecrets of all hearts 
are diſcloſad. The hidden ſcenes of darknefs are brought to 
1 Ly cp y, how ineffectual now, are all thoſe retined 
erties; with wh ch hypocrites impoſe! upon their fellow- 
wo nturts, au-! nreterved a cas after in the tight of men 

ne ooh, Ved, who Las deen ibeut thur path, an] about 

their 
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their bed, and ſpied out all their ways, ſets before them the 
things that they have done. 'They cannot anſwer him one in 
2 thowfand, nor ſtand in the awful judgment. © The heavens 
reveal their iniquities, and the eartE riſes up againſt them |,” 


* —They are /peechleſe with guilt, and figmatized with infamy, be- 
S fore all the armies of the ſky, and all the nations of the redeem. 
ed. What a favour would they eſteem it; to hide their a- 


ſhamed heads in the bottom of the ocean; or even to be bu- 


| ried beneath the ruins of the tottering world! 


If the contempt, poured upon them, be thus inſupportable; 


how will their hearts endure, when the {word of infinite indip- 
nation is unfheathed; and fiercely waved, around their defence- 
7 leſs heads; or pointed directly at their naked breaſts? How 
| muſt the wretched ſcream with wild amazement, and rend the 


very heavens with their cries, when the right-aiming thunderbolts 


| go abroad, with a dreadfnl commiſſion, to drive them from the 


kingdoms of glory; and plunge them—not into the forrows 
of 2 moment, or the tortures of an hour—bnt into all the re ſt- 
leſs agonies of unquenchable fire, and everlaſting deſpair +. 

Miſery of miſeries! too ſhocking for reflection to dwell vn- 


on. But, if ſo diſmal to fereſee ; and that at a diſtance; toge- 


ther with fome comfortable expectation of eſcaping it——O! 
how bitter, inconceivably bitter to bear ; without any inter- 


miſſion; or any mitigation; through hopeleſs and eternal 


Who has any bowels of pity ?!——Who has any ſentiments 


of compaſſion ? Who has any tender concern for his fellow- 


creatures? Who !'-—— In God's name, and for CHRIS T“ 
fake, let him ſhew it by warning every man, to ſect the Lokn 
while he may be found: to throw down the arms of rebellion, 
defore the act of indemnity expires: ſubriſſively to adore the 
Lamb, while he holds out the golden ſceptre. Here, let the 


vwhoie 
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Job xx. 27. 


T Regions of ſorrow, doleful ſhades, where peace 
And reſt can never dwell ; hope never comes, 
That comes to all; but torture without end 
oil urges, and a fiery deluge fed 
With ever burting ſiphur nagonſum'd. Mir e. 
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whole force of our benevolence exert itſelf: in exhorting rela. 
tions, acquaintance, neighbours, whomfoever we may pro- 
bably influence, to take the wings of faith unfeigned ; of r« 
pentance undelayed z and flee away from this wrath to come. 
Upon the whole; what ſtupendous diſcoveries are theſe 
Lay them up in a faithful remembrance, O my foul! Recol. 


lect them, with the moſt ſerious attention when thou liek 


down, and when thou riſeſt up. When thou walkeſt, receive 
them for thy companions z when thou talkeſt, liſten to them as 
thy s 3 and whatever thou doſt, conſult them as thy di 
refors, ——Influenced by theſe confiderations, thy views will 
greaten ; thy affeftions be exalted; and thou thyſelt raiſed above 
the izing power of periſhing things. ly mindful of 
theſe, it will be the ſum of thy deferes, and the ſcope of thy en- 
deawours, to gain the approbation of that Sovereign Being, who 
will then fill the throne, and pronounce the deciſive ſentence. 
Thou wilt ſee nothing worth a wiſh 1, in compariſon of ha- 
ving his will far thy rule; his glory for thy aim; and his Holy 
Spirit for thy ever- actuating principle. 

Wonder, O man; be loit in admiration, at thoſe prodigiou; 
events, which are coming upon the univerſe. Events, the great- 
neſs of which, nothing finite can meaſure. Such, as will cauſe 
whatever is confiderableor momentous in the annals of all genera- 
tions, to ſinł into littleneis and nothing. Events (CHRIS TH prepare 
us for their approach; defend us, when they take place !) big 
with the everlaſting fates, of all the living, and all the dead.— 
I muit fee the graves cleaving; the fea teeming ; and ſwarms 
unſuſpected, crouds unnumbered, yea, multitudes of thronging 
nations, rifing from both. I muſt tee the world in flames; muil 
{tand at the diſſolution of all terreſtrial things; and be an at- 
tendant on the burial of nature. I muſt ſee the vaſt expaunſe 
of the ſky, wrapt up like a ſcroll ; and the incarnate Gov, i- 
ſuing forth from light inacceſſible; wich ten thouſand time ten 
thouſand angels, to judge both mzr: and angels. I mult ſce 
the curtain of time drop; fee all eternity diſcloſed to view 


and 
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+ Great day of dread, deciſiun. and deſpair ! a 
At thought of thee, each ſul,lunary wish 
Lets gu its eager griip a- quits the world. 
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trom their orbs ? tow (hall I come forth ere and coure 
& when tl earth itſeit reel, to and fro lk a drunkard 6? How 
& thall I look up with joy, and fee my ſalvation drawing nigh; 
# when the hearts of millions and millions fail for fear? 


and enter upon 2 /ate of bring that will never, never, have an 
cad. 


And ought I not (let the vaineſt ia aginat ion determine; 
ought I not) t& try the ſincerit y or my faith, and take heed to 
my ways? Is there an eng-iry : is there a care; of greater, ot 


equal, of comparable importance ls not this au infinitely 


pre ſſing call, to fee that my loins are girded about; my lamp 


uimmed; and myſelf dreffed for the bridegroom's appearance? 


That waſhed in the foyrituin opened in my Saviour's (ide, and 
clad with the marri@Te-p:rment wove by his obedience; I may 
be found in pracs, undl:-1c2 1c, andunreprovzable. Otherwiſe, 
how ſhall I itznd with boldnets; when rhe ſtars of heaven fall 


s$ ; 


Now, madam, left nry meditations ſet in a cloud; and leave 


any unpleaſing gioom upon your mind ; let me once more turn 
to the brightening preſpefts of the righteous. A view of them, 
and their delighttul expectations, may ſerve to exhilarate the 


thoughts, which have been muſing upon melancholy ſubjects, 
and hovering about the edges of internal darkneſs. Juſt as a 


| ſpacious ficld, arrayed in chearful green, relieves and re-invigor- 
ates the eye; which has fatigued itfelt by poring upon ſome 
minute, or gazing upon ſome glaring object. 


Ihe righteous ſeem to lie by, in the boſom of the earth, as a 


weary pilot in ſome well-theltered creek; till all the ſtorms, 
| which infeſt this lower world, are blown over. Here they en- 
| joy fafe anchorage; are in no danger of foundering, amidſt the 
waves of prevailing iniquity; or of being /ipwrecked, on the 
rocks of any powerſul temptation. But, ere long, we thall be- 
hold them hb-;ſting their flag of hope; riding before a ſweet 


gale of atoning merit, and redeeming love; till they make 
with all the fails ot an aſſured faith, the bleſſed port of eternal 
life. 

Then may the honoured friend, to whom I am writing; rich 


in good works; rich in heavenly tempers; but inexprefſibly 


Vol. I- J. 
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richer 
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REFLECTIONS 
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FLOWER-GARDEN. 
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garden, as one of the 
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was the Habita- 
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Reffetions'on a Flower-Garden. 


| meditations took a turn among the 
They vitited the awful and melancholy men 1-4; 
was pleaſed to favour them with yo: 
I now 


- 


wi ightful excurſion? In a ben tit 
| where I lately walked, and at once led the 
ſenſe, and indulged the — 1 
It was early in a ſummer morning. When the air was coo! ; 
the earth moiſt ; the whole face of the creation freſh and gay. 
was ſcarce awake. Buſimneſt had not quite 
his ſound fleep; and Rizt had but juſt reclined his 


giddy head. All was ſerene; all was ftill; every thing tended 


to inſpire tranquillity of mind, and invite to ſerious thought. 
Oaly the wakeful /ar+ had left her neſt, and was mounting 
on high to falute the opening day. Elevated in air, ſh ſcem- 
ed to call the laborious huſbandman to his toil, and all her fel- 
low 


＋ — — 
Diſedurſes on the vanity of the creature, which repreſent the 
barrenupſs of every thing in this world, and its incapacity of pro- 
ducing any ſolid or ſubſtantial happineſs, are uſefnl. Thoſe ſpe- 
eulations alſo, which ſhew the hright file of things, and lay forth 
thoſe innocent entertaiaments, which ate to be met wi h among the 
ſeveral objects that encompaſs us, are no leſs beneficial.” Spec. 
Val. V. No 339. Upon the plan of theſe obſervations, the preceding 
and following refledtiors cre formel. | 
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« Sweet is the breath of morn, her rifing ſweet, 
With. charm of earlieſt birds.” - 


What a pleaſure do the fons of b loſe ? Little, ab! little is 
the ard ſenſible, how delicious an entertainment he fore- 


the of all animal gratifications 1. k 
r 
tinge the fleeces, of the firmament. Tm, at 


ion, or do the 
many ſupinely ftretch- 
rowſy pillows ?——Shall man be loft, in luxurious 
man waſte theſe precious hours, in idle flumbers? 
going on his Maker's errand? 
ing the Creator, and 
2 the tuneful tribes, 
of devotion. Let him improve the * 


— = * 1 * — ——— 
1 See how revelation and reafon, the ſeriptures and the claffics, 
unanimonſly exhort to this moſt beneficial practice. bath 
invite ne to -4rly ring, by the moſt engagir g motives, and the moſt 
allucing repre: ſentstions: 

* Come, my beloved, let us go forth into the fields; let us lodge 
in the villages. Let us get up early to the vineyards; let us fee if 
the vine flourih, whether the tender grape appear, and the pomegra- 
nates bud forth *? Cant. M. 1 t, 13. 

Lnciferi prima cum fidere, fripide rura 

Carba mute dum mare novum, dum gramins canent, 

Et ret in tenera pecori gratiſimur herba off 

| Vic. Georg. III. 
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. wand'ring eyes I mn 
* 3 "_— | 
| Where 


$ Pfal, cviii 4. 
2 The lines which follow, are admirably deſcriptive of the ſpirt, 
and Ice, hiated above. Ia them defire pants ; prayer wreſtles ; 
and faith. a» it were, grafþe the prize.——1I take leave to tranſplant 
them into this place; and I could wiſh them a better, a more con- 
ſpicuous fituation than either their zew, ar their xative, foil. Their 
native foil is no other than the /amentation of @ ſinner, written by 
Mr. Sebald. Notwithſtanding the unpromiſing genius of the 
Am , — may challenge the greateſt —_— to 
produce any thing more ſpirited and importunate ; more na- 
ture, or more fluſhed with life: | 
Mercy, LORD, mercy I crave; 
This 1s the total ſum; 
For merey. LORD is all my ſuit; 
LORD, let thy merey come. The 
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„ *Renoditice ul 
| : 3 
In nn 2 N. 5 
forth, chambers of the-caſt! Ser the 
oy are thrown back at his approach. 
2229 = be walk abroad ! How tran- 
right is His y ſhedding day, and inex- 
SENS rough the univerſe ls there a ſcene, though 
the 2 elaborate and coftly refiriements-of art, 

DN ri to theſe illuſtrious folemnitics 'of — fon. 
ſhine? Before the, all the ſtudied pagrantry of the theatre; 
the g czconomy of an yz or even the 
| ed ortiattents of » cory] palace; hide their diminiſhed her- 
by and Shrink inte nothing — 7 nave reef apcricn; fo ſtruck 
with the ſplendors of this noble luminary, that he imagined 
Ma:{=f made on to its glories.” O] that 
Chriſtians would adopt his x fion, and transfer it to the 
Sur of rightecufneſs! 1 — ceale.to be a chi- 
merical not ion ion, and become a moſt i important For ſure 
Fam, it is the (upreme happineſs of the ade and ticcre 
fore may well be the ruling concern of chis preſent lite ; © to 
know the only true Go p, and JtEsUs CmnisT, whom he hath 
ſent,” —— Ner do I ſtand alone in this opinion. The very 
beſt judge of whatever is valuable in ſcience, or pertective of 
our nature; a judge, who formed his taſte on the maxims of 
Paradiſe, and received the finiſhings of his education in the 
third heavens; this judge determines to know nothing but 
Jesus Cuts r, and lam crucified.” He poſſeſſed, in his own 
perſon, the fineſt, the moſt admired accomplifbments; yet pro- 
nounces them no better than dung, in cormpariſon of the 5 ſuper- 
cmment cxcelleucy of this {uviag knowledge. 
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The. hort ſentenect -N a foagle copulative——The frequent c. 
Petition of the divine name —— | he almoſt inceſſant betten of 
the ble ſſi. . g. fo re ſſ u nately de ſited. and inexpreſſihly needed. 
This is the genuine laaguage of ardur, theſe are bean ies obvious 
to every eye; and cannot fail, either ti pleaſe the /udiciqus tale, or 
Lv ccafy the Scο,! heart 5 
; + Pſal. xix 4. 
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A FLOWER- GARDEN. * 
Nethinks; 1 diſcern a thouſand admirable in the 
ſuns. "Tireeftainly, the deſt material emblem of the Creator. 


There is thar® of Go v in its Iyfre, energy, and fumes, than 
in any pther ſibie bring. to worthip it as a deity was the 
er all the heathen Ilolatries. One ſcarce cati 


Do oy ks fair a copy, for the 


adorable 


3 in the whole book of fi- 


Whit were all the realins of the world, but a of 
darkneſs, without the beams of the fun! All their fine ſcenes, 
hid from our view; loſt in obſ In vain, we roll aroumd 
our eyes, in the midnight In vain, we ſtride to behold 
the ne m nature. Turn whither we will, no form 
N. ſeems a dreary waſte; an undiſtin- 

the returhidg hobtts have unbarred the 
Ley, The, and tt forth the we e Then, wha a pro- 
ſpect opens — 1 no renner lonrcong 
with roſes. A of the livelieſt verdures array the plains. 
The flowers put on of the richeſt colours: the whole 
creation « forth, dreffed in al the tharins of beauty. The 
raviſlied e looks round, and wonders. 

& had been the condition of our intellectual nature, 
vithout . Redeemer, and his pc revelation ? 
Alas | what abſurd and unworthy 
gan fages form of Goy | What idle We what childiſh 
con jettures, were their doctrines of a future ſtate !—How did 
the bulk, even of that favoured nation, the Fews, weary them- 
ſelves in very vanity, to obtain peace and reconciliation with 
their offended JzHovan! Till Iss aroſe upon our benight- 
ell minds, and brought life and immortalitx to light; till HE a- 
roſe, c to enli ben the wretched Gentiles, and to be the glory 
of his people Hrael. 

Now we no longer cry out, with a reſtleſs impatience, where 
is GOD my Maker? For we are allowed to contetnplate the 


Vor. I. i M brightneſs 


* — 
* * 
* —_—_— 


— 


+ © Unto you, that fear my howe, Walt the Sun of PER uſneſa 
ariſe, with bealing in his wings Mal. iv. 2. 
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REFLECTIONS ON 
briphtnefs of his glory, and the expreſs image of his perſon, 
in the face of FESUS CHRIST.——Now, we no longer en- 
uire, with an unfarisfied ſolicitude, „Which is the way to 
Hi * Becauſe Ixsus has marked the path, by his ſhining 
example; and left us an unerring clue, in his holy word. 
New, we have no more reaſon to proceed with miſgiving hearts, 
in our journey to eternity; or to aſk. anxiouſly, as we go; 
c Who will roll away the ſtone, and open the everlaſting doors? 
Who will remove the flaming ſword, and give us admiſſion in- 
to the drlights of Paradiſe?“ For it is done, all done, by the 
Captain of our ſalvation. Sin he has expiated, by the unble- 
miſhed ſacrifice of himſelf. The ja he has fulfilled, by his 
perfect obedience” The ſinner he transforms, by his ſanctify- 
ing SerRtT.— In a word; he hath both preſented us with 2 
dear diſcovery, of good things to come; and adminiſtered to 
us an at undant entrance, into-the final enjoyment of them. 
Whenever, tliere fore, we bleſs Go p for the circling ſeaſons, 
and revolving day; let us adore, thankfully adore him, for the 
more precious appearance of the Sun of righteouſneſs, and his 
glorious goſpel. Without which, we ſhould have been grope- 
ing, even to this hour, in ſpiritual darkneſs, and the ſhadow of 
death. Without which,-we muſt have wandered im a maze of 
inextricable uncertainties ; and have “ ſtumbled'upon the dark 
mountains” of error, till we fell into the bottomleſs pit of per- 
dition. x 
Without that grand enlivening principle, what were this earth, 
but a lifeleſs maſs? A rude lump of inactive matter? The 
trees could never break forth into leaves, nor the plants | pring 
up into flowers. We ſhould no more behokl the meadows, 
mantled over with green; nor the valleys, ſtanding thick with 
corn. Or, to ipeak in the beautiful language of a prophet ; 
No longer would the fig-tree bloſſom, nor fruit be in the vine: 
The labour of the olive would fail, and the fields coul:l yiel 
no raeat : The flacks muſt be cut of from the told, and ther- 
would be no herd in the ſtalls .“ The ſun darts its beams a- 
mong all the vegetable tribes; and paints the ſpring, and er- 
ziches the autumn. This pierces to the roots of the vineyar. 
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and the orchard ; and ſets afloat thoſe fermenting juices, which 
at length burſt into floods of wine, or bend the boughs with a 
mellow load Nor are its favours confined to the upper re- 
gions ; but diſtributed into the deepeſt receſſes of creation. Ic 
penetrates the beds of metal, and finds its way to the place of 
the It tinctures the ſeeds of gold, that are ripening 
into ore: and throws a brillianey into the water of the diamond, 
is hardening on its rock: In ſhort; the beneficial agen- 
cy of this magnificent luminary, is inexpreſfible. It beaut:fies, 
and impregnates, univerial nature. There is nothing hid from 
the heat thereof.” | 
Juſt in the fame manner, were the rational world “ dead in 
* -reſpaſſes and ſins,“ without the reviving energy of Issue 
 CurisT. © He is the reſurrection and the iife ;” The over- 
flowing fountain of the one, and the all powerful cauſe of the 
* other. The ſecond Adam is a gry -hening ſpirit, and all his ſaints 
hre through him. He ſhines. upon their afteftions; and they 
Z ſhoot forth into heavenly graces, and abound in the fruits of 
* «righteouſneſs. Faith-unfe;gaed, and love undiff;mbled, thoſe 
* nobleſt productions of the renewed nature, are the effect of 
| his operation. on the mind. Not ſo mueh as one divine diſpoſi- 
tion could ſpread itſelf, not one chriſtian habit unfold and flou- 
* riſh, without the kindly influences of hit grace. 
As there is no fruitfulneſs, ſo likewiſe no cherrfiulneſs*, with- 
out the ſun. When that auſpicious ſavereign of the day, dit- 
* fuſes the mildneſs of his morning ſplendor, he creates an uni- 
verſal feſtival. Millions of glittering inſects awake into ex- 
iſtence, and baſk in his rays. "The birds ſtart from their flum- 
bers, and pour out their delighted fouls in harmony. "The flocks, 
with bleating accents, hail the welcome bleſſing. The valleys 
ring with rural muſic; the-hills echo back the artleſs ſtrains. 
All that is yocal, joins in the general choir; all that has breath, 
exults in the chearing influence. —W hereas, was that radiant 
ord extinguiſhed, a tremendous. gloom would enſue, and hor- 
ror inſupportable. Nay ; let it only be cclipſed for a few mi- 
utes; and all nature aſſumes an air of /:4n;/5. The heavens 
2 are 
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The ſun, which is as the great ſoul of the univerſe, and pro- 
quees all the neceſſaries of life, has a particular influence in clearing 
the mind of man, and making the heart gl. SRS r. Vol. V. No. 387 
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are wrapt in fables, and put on a kind of mourning, The moſt 
ſprightly animals hang down their dejected heads. The ſong- 
ſters of the grove are ſtruck dumb. Howling beaſts roam a. 
broad for prey; ominous birds come forth and ſcreech. The 
heart of man fails, or a ſudden pang ſeizes the forcboding 
mind.—So, when CHRIS hides away his face; when faith 
loſs fight of that conſolation of Iſrael; how gliomy are the pro- 
ſpects of the ſaul! Our Ge p ſeems to be a conſuming fire, an 
our fins cry laudly for vengeance. Ihe thoughts bleed in- 
wardly ; the Chriſtian walks heavily. All without is irkſome; 
all within is diſconſolate.—Lift up then, maſt gracious Jesvs, 
thou nob/er Day-/pring from on high! O lift up the light of thy 
countenance upon thy people! Reveal the fulneſs of thy medi- 
atorial ſufficiency; make clear our title to this great ſalvation 
and thereby impart | 
«© What nothing earthly gives, or can deſtroy, 
The ſoul's calm funthine; and the heart · felt joy +.” 
In one inſtance more, let me purſue the fimilitude, The 
fun, I obſerve, pours his luſtre all areund; to every diſtunce, 
and in every directian. Profuſely liberal of his gifts, he illumi- 
nates and chears all the ends of the earth, and the whole com- 
paſs cf the ſkies. "The eaſt reddens with his riſing radiance; 
and the weſtern, hills are gilded with his ſtrraming ſplendors, 
The chilly regions of the north, are cheriſhed by his genial 
warmth ; while the ſouthern tracts glow with his fire. 
Thus, are the influences of the Sun of righteouſneſs, diſfiſſu 
and unconfined. The generations of old felt them; and gene- 
rations yet unborn, will rejoice in them. The merits of hi 
precious death extended to the firft, and will be propagated to 
the laſt, ages of mankind. ——ÞMay they, ere long, viſit the re. 
moteſt climates, and darkeſt corners of the earth! Command 
thy goſpel, bleſſed Jesvs, thy everlaſting goſpel, to take tbe 
wings of the morning, and travel with yonder fun. Let it fly 
upon ſtrong pinions among every people, nation, and language, 
'That where the heat ſcorches, and the cold freezes, thou mayelt 
be known, confeſſed, and adored ! That ſtrangers to thy name, 
and eneriles to thy doctrine, may be enlightened with the 
knowledge, and won to the love, of thy truth! O! were = _ 
| it 
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beſt of æras come; that wiſhed for period advanced; when 
« ; the ends of the world ſhall remember themſelves, and be 
turned unto the Loop; and all the kindreds of the nations 
worſhip before him 4. | 
From the heavens, we retire to the earth. Here, the 
drops of dew, like fo many liquid cryſtals , fparkle upon the 
eye. How brilliant, and unſullied, is their luſtre! How little 
inferior to the proud ſtone, which irradiates a monarch's crown! 
ey want nothing but ſolidity and permanency, to equal them 
with the fineſt treaſures of the jeweller's caſket. lere, ix 
muſt be confeſſtid, they are greatly deficient : ſhort-lived or- 
naments; poſſciled of little more, than a momentary radiance. 
The fun that lifts them up, will ſoon meit them into air, or 
exhale them into vapours. Within another hour, we may 
« Jock for their place, and they ſhall be away,” ——O! may 
every good reſolution of mine, and of ny Bouk's ; may our u- 
nited breathings after Gon, not be like theſe tranſient deco- 
zations of the morning; bLñut like the ſubſtantial glory of the 
growing day]! Ihe one ſhines more aud more, with augmented 
ſplendors; white the other, having glittcred gaily tor a few 
moments, diſappear, and are lolt. 

How ſenſibly has this dew refre/hed the vegetable kingdoms! 
The fervent heat of yeſterday's fun, had almoſt parched the 
face, and exhauſted the {weets, of nature. But what a fove- 
reign reſtorative, are theſe cooling di/tillitions of the night! 


How they gjadden, and invigorate, the languithing herbs ! 


Sprinkled with theſe reviving drops, their verdure deepens; 
their bloom is new- fluſned; their fragrance, faint or intermit- 
ted, becomes potent and copious. Thus docs the ever 
blefled SPIRIT revive the drooping troubled cunicience of 2 
ſinner. When that Almighty Comforter ſheds his {weet in- 
fluence on the foul; diſplays the all- ſufficient ſacritice of a diving 
Redeemer; and * witneffes with our ſpirit,” that we are in- 
terefled in the Saviour, and by this means, are children of GOD: 
then what a plealing change enſues! Former anxieties are re- 
membered no more. Every uneaſy apprehenſion vanithes. 

| Soothing 
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1 Pal xxii. 27. ; 
|| Now morn, her roſy ſteps in th' caſtern clime, | 
Adrancipg, ſaw'd the earch with orient pr art. Mittow. 
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Soothing hopes, and delightful expectations, ſucceed; The 
countenance drops its dejected mien; the eyes.brighten with a 
lively chearfulneſs ; while the lips expreſs the heart-felt ſatis. 
faction, in the language of thankſgiving, and"the voice of me. 
lody. In this — merciful Go p, be as the dew upon Iſrael! 
% Pour upon them the continual dew of thy bleſſing.“ And 
O! let not my fleece be dry, while heavenly benediftion de- 
ice nds upon all around. 

Who can reimber theſe They hang on every 
Hedge; they twinkle from every ſpray; and adorn the whole 
herbage of the field. Not a blade ot graſs, not a fingle leaf, 
Hut wears the watery pendants. So vaſ is the 1, that 
it baffles the arithmetician's art.— Here, let the benevolent 
mind contemplate and aCmirethat emphatical ſcripturez which, 
from this elegant ſimilitude, deſcrives the increaſe of the AH. 

fats kingdom. The royal prophet, ſpeaking of Cgrisr, and 
fortelling the ſveceſs of his religion, has this remarkable ex- 
ꝓreſſion; the © dew of thy birth iz of the womb of the morn. 
ing *,” (i. e.) As the morning is the mather of dews ; produces 
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* Pal. cx. g. Pre ure uteri aurore, tibi off ros juventuti: nel pro- 
Ji: tug. The dew of thy birth is larger, more copious, than the 
dew which proceeds fromthe womb of the morning. I cannot 
acquieſce in the new verſion, becauſe that disjoins the womb of the 
morning, from the dew of thy birth. Whereas they feem to have 2 
Clear Lr, and a cl fe connectiun. The womb of the morning 
is, with the utmoſt pertinency, applied to. the conception and pro- 
duQtion of dews; agreeably to a delicate line, in that great maſter 
of jut deſcription, aud lively painting, Mr. Thomſon ; 


The mcek-ey'd morn appears, mother of dews. Sxmmer. 


We met with a fine-expreſſion in the book of F#b, which may 
ſerve to confirm this remark, may illuſtrate the propriety of the 
phraſe, uſed in this connection: Hath the rain.a father, or who 
** hath bea:ttem the drops e dew?” It ſeems. the oriental writers 
welighted ro repreſent the dew, as a kind of birth, as the cffspring of 
the mornirg. And if fo, ſurely there could be nd image in the 
whoſe com ꝑaſs of the univerſe, better adapted to the pſalmiſt's pur» 
poſe ; or more ſtrorgly ſignificant of thoſe multitudes of proſclytes, 
who weic born, rct-of blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, nor of = 
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them, a8 it were, from a prolific womb; and ſcatters them with 
the moſt laviſh abundance, over all the ſurface of the earth: 
ſo ſhall thy ſeed be,” © thou everlaſting Father! By the 


preaching, 


þ 
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auill of man, but of GOD; by the powerful energy of his word 
and Spirit. Upon this ſuppoſition, the whole verſe deſcribes 
The willing ſubjection, | 
The gracious accompliſhments, of Chriſt's converts. 
And the vaſt wimber, | 
g. d. In the day of thy power, when thy glorious goſpel hall be pub- 
lied in the world, and accompanied with marve!l us c ſſi :acy lu 
that memorable perio-l, thy pralle, diſcon iguing the former oblati us, 
commanded under the Moſaic law ; ſhall devote themſclc:es, as fo ma- 
uy living ſacrifices, to thy hovour. Nt caaltrained by force, but 
charm | with thy exc-Ilency, they ſball come in volunteers to thy ſer- 
vier, and be fFee-will offerings in thy church. Neither all they be 
| 4 empty vines,” or bate profeſſus, but ſhall walk in all the b-2tier 

of holineſs, and brir g forth ſuch amiable fruit, as will adarn the 
| doftrine they embrace. What is {till more defirable, they ſhall 
be as numero. as they are willing and holy. Born to thee in aum- 
bers, immenſe/and inconciivable; excecding even the countleſs my- 
riads of dew-drops, Which are begottea by the night, and iſſue 
from the womb of the recent morning. 

By this interpretation, the text, I think, is cleared of its ob- 
ſcurity 3 and appears both truly ſublime, and per ſectiy juſt, 

May I be pardoned the dig rein, and acquitted from preſumptiam 
if, on this vccafion, I take lzave to animadvert upon, what ſeems 
harſh and unnatural in the co men exp. lit ion of the laft verſe of 
this pſalm All the commentators (as many, at lcail, as I have con- 
ſulted) inform their readers, that to drink of the broch in tie ney, 
agnifics te tndera9 ſuforingr and dea'h, Which, iu my opinion, is a 
cunſtruction extremely Forecd, aud bardly ſupportable, alt gether re- 
note from the import of fuch poctical forms of diction, cuſtomary 
a2ong the cattern nations. Ia thoſe faltry climnes, nothing could 
de more welcome to the weary traveller than a bronk ft rcaming near 
bis paths To qusuch l. is thick, and la e his feet, in the cooling cur- 
rent, was one of the preateit refreſhineats imginable, and re- aui- 
rated hĩm to parſue lis j urney. For which reaton, among others, 
brooks are a very favou. ite image with the infyired permanz ukd to 
denote a fituation eile aid d2.i;bifal, or à ſtate of pleaſitre and ſa 
UifafBong but never, that! can reGilett, to rife out he contrary” 
Tadicion of tribulation and Jittrecl:. 
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| ſome imminent danger, or grievous affliction. But then they are not 
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preachirig of the word, ſhall ſuch an innumerable rate of re: 
generate children be born unto thee; and prove an ornament 
and a bleſſing to all ages: Millions, millions of willing con: 
verts, from every nation under heaven, fha!l croud into thy fa. 
mily, and replenith thy church. Till they become like the 
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The water-foedr, indeed, in the ſacred writings, often re preſent 


ſtrrams fo calm, that they keep within their banks, and glide quiet · 
by the traveller's footſteps, ſo c/car ti at they are fit for the way. 
ing man's uſe, and invite his lips to a draught ; both of which no- 

tions are plainly implied in the text. They are rather bo#/reroat 

billows ; burſting over a ſhip, or daihing themſelves, with dreadfil 
impetuoſity, upon the ſhore { or fieeping inundations ; which bear 
down all before them, and drown the neighbouring country. —Be- 
fides, in theſe inflances of horror, we never find the words -—- He 

drink which conveys a pleafimg ide a: (unlefs when it relates to 

a cup filled with bitter, in;oxicating, or impoifoned liqunrs: a caſe 

quite different from that nander coufideratton ) but cither ſuch words 

as import terror and aſf9ni/oment, or elſe to ruſh upen; to overwhelm, 
and even to bury under the weves 

Upon the whole; may not the paffage more properly allude to 
the in/ſuerces of the Holy Ghe/t Which were communicated; in 
unmeaſurable de to our great High Prieſt: and were, in fad, 

the cauſe of his — all diſſicuities. Theſe are frequent · 

ted by waters ; Whoſo believeth on me, out of his bel. 


Iy ſhall flow rivers of living waters.” The e- joy ment of them is de 


fcribed by drinking ; ** Fe that drinteth of the water that I ſhall 
give him. ſhall never thirſt,” Then the ſenſe may run in this 
well · connected and perfpicuous manner: It is aſked, How ſhall the 
Redeemer be able to ex: cute the vatious and important cffices, fore. 
told in the preceeding parts of the pſalm? "Che prophet replics, He 
frau drink of the broot in tie way. H. ſhall not be left barely to 
his buman nature, which muſt una voidably ſink under the tremendons 
work of rccoveringthe loſt world. But, through the whole come 
ef his ineai nate f{3te, throngh the whole ad minittration of his media- 
torial kingdom, ſhall be ſupported with omnipotent ſuccours. Pc 
ſhall drink at the bronk of Almighty power, and travel on in the 
greatnefs of in uvcreated ftrength. — — Therefore ſhall he lift uh 
bis bead. By this means, ſhall he be equal tu the prodigi-us taſk, 
and ſuperior ta all or tin. Hy this means, ſhall he be thoroughly 
ſucceſsful, in what. ver he t::{enass; ard grezt!; triumpbaat, biet 
ail hi; enz ele. . 
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ſtars ot the ſity, or the ſands of the fea, for multitude; or even 
as numberxle/5 as theſe fine ſpungles, which now cover the face ot 
nature. —Bzhold then, yr obſtinately wicked, though you « are 
not gathere(, yet will the Saviour be glorious.” His defign 
ſhall not miſcarry, nor his labour prove abortive; though you 
render it of none effect, with regard to yourſelves. Think 
not, that IM MANUEL. will want believers, or heaven inhabi- 
tants, becauſe you continue incorrigible. No; the Lamb that 
was ſlain, will „“ fee of the travail of his ſoul, and be fatisfied;” 
in a never-failing ſcrics of taithful people below, and an im- 
menſe choir of glorified faints above. Who ſliall form his re- 
tinue, and ſurround his throne, in ſhining and triumphant ar- 
mies, ſuch as no man can nuciber. | 
Here I was reminded of the various expediments which pro- 
vidence, unſearchably wife, uſes, to fructify both the material 
ind intellectual world. —— Sometimes, you ſhall have impetus 
and heavy ſhowers, burſting from the angry clouds. They 
laſh the plains, and make the rivers foam. A ſtorm brings 
them, and a deluge follows them. At other times, theſe 
gentle desus are formed, in the ferene evening air. They ſteal 
down by flow degrees, and with inſenſible ftilneſs. So ſubtle, 
that they deceive the niceſt eye : ſo ſilent, that they eſcape the 
moſt delicate ear: and, when fallen, fo very light, that they 
neither bruiſe the tendereſt, nor oppreſs the weakeſt flower.— 
Very different operations! Yet each concurs in the ſame bene- 
ficial end, and both impart fertility to the lap of nature. 
So, fome perſons have I known reclaimed from the un- 
fruitful works of darkneſs, by violent and ſevere means. The 
Almighty addreſſed their ſtubborn hearts, as he addreſſed the 
Iſraelites at Sinai, with lightning in his eyes, and thunder in 
is voice. The conſdience, ſmit with a ſenſe of guilt, and ap- 
prehenſive of eternal vengeance, tremble through all her 
powers, juſt as that ſtrong mountain tottered ro its centre. 
Pangs of remorſe, and agonies of fear, preceded theit new 
birth. They were reduced to the laſt extremities, almoſt over- 
whelmed with deſpair, before they found reſt in Ixsus 
CurisT Others have been recovered from a vain con- 
verſation. by methods more mild and attraftive Ihe Father 
of ſpirits applied himſelf to their teachable minds, in « a ſtill 
and frmall voice.” His grace came down, as the rain into a 
fleece of wool; or as tEcie ſoftening drops, which now water 
Vor. I. N the 
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the earth. The kingdom of Gos took place in their ſoule, 
without noiſe or obſervation. They paſſed from death unto 
I from @ carnal to a regenerate ſtate, by almoſt impercep- 
tible advances. The tranſition reſembled the growth of corn; 
was very viſible, when effected, though ſtarce ſenfible, while 
accompliſhing.—0 thou Author and Finiſher of our faith, 
recal us from our wanderings, and re-unite us to thyſelf | Whe. 
ther thou alarm us with thy terrors, or a/lure us with thy 
miles; whether thou drive us with the ſcourge of conviction, 
or draw us with the cords of love; let us, in any wiſe, return 
to thee, for thou art. our ſupreme good; thou art our orly 
happineſs. | 
Before I proceed farther, let me aſcend the terrace, and take 
one ſurvey of the neighbouring country. What a proſpect 
ruſhes upoa my fight !! How vaſt; how various; how full and 
ic plenteous withall manner of ſtore!” Nature's whole wealth! 
What a rich and inexhauſtible magazine is here: furnithing 
ſubſiſtence for every creatur2! Methinks, I read, in theſe ſpas 
cious volumes, a molt lively comment, upon that noble celebra- 
tion of the divine beneſicence; Ie openeth his. hand, and #$1/:th 
all things living with plenteoufreſs.. 


Theſe are thy glorious works, Parent off good, 

Almighty! Thine this univerſal frame, 

Thus wond'rous fair! "Fhyſelf how wond'rous then 
| | Mir r. 


The fields are covered deep, and ſtand thick with corn. 
They expand the milky grain to the ſun; while the gates, nov 
inclining, now railing each flexile ſtem, open all their rank; to 
the agency of his beams, which will ſoon impart a firm con- 
ſiſtence to the grain, and a gloſſy golden hue to the ear, that 
they may be qualified to fill the barns of the huſbandman with 
plenty, and his heart with gladneſs. . 

Yonder lie the meadoxws, ſmoothed into a perfect level; de- 
corated with an embroidery of the gayeſt flowers; and loaled 
with “ ſpontaneous crops of herbage. Which, converted into 


hay, 


2 — — 
— 
* 


2 


RN .es 41H © ww 4 » 4 


_ = ——— — — — = 
— i — 4 


| — RI - 4-4 


— 


"VR 


oe 1 Zerbe err tEYDOA =m =>» 


2 


* Injuſa vireſcunt 
(iramiig—— 


22 3. - 


i 
. 6 . 
ty 4 
I bY l * 
i 1 L 
: 
N 
* * : 
. 


1 ACT U 


—— — 


— — — — — 


A FLOW ER- GARD EN. 90 
Bay, will prove a moſt commodious proviſion for the barren- 
neſs of —_ will ſupply with fodder our ſerviceable animals, 
when all the verdure of the plain is killed by froſts, or buried 
in ſnows. A winding fream glides along the flowery margin, 
and receives the image of the bending ſkies, and waters the 
roots of many a branching willow. Ir is ſtacked, no doubt, 
with variety of %, which afford a ſolitary diverſion to the 
angler, and nouriſh, for his table, a delicious treat. Nor is it 
the only merit of this Jiquid element, to maintain the ſinny na- 
tions; it alſo carries cleanlineſs, and diſpenſes fruitfu/neſ;, where- 
erer it rolls the cryſtal current. 

The „with their verdant monnds, cheqver the proſ- 
pet; and prepare a ſtanding r-paſt for our catile. There, 
our oxen are made ſtrong to labour; and our theep bring 
forth thouſands and ten thoufands.” There, rhe horſe ac- 
quires vigour, for the diſpatch of our buſincfs, and ſpeed, to ex- 
pedite our journeys. From thence, the king bring home their 
udders, diſtended with one of the richaſt, and healthieſt liquors 
in the world. 

On ſeveral ſpots, a grove of trees, like ſome grand colonnade, 
erects its towering-head. Every one projects a friendly thade 
for the beaſts.; and create a hoſpitable lodging for the birds. 
Every one ftands ready, to furniſh timber for a palace; maf{s for 
a navy; or, with a more.condeſcending courteſy, fret for our 
hearths.—One of them ſeems ſkirted with a wild uncultivated 
heath ; which, like well-diſpoſed ſhades in painting, throws 
an additional luſtre on the more ornamented parts of the land- 
ſcape. Nor is its uſefulneſs, like that of a foil, relative only, 
but real. There, ſeveral valuable creatures are produced, and 
accommodated, without any expence, or c”re of ours. There. 
likewiſe, ſpring abundance of thote herb;, which aſſuage the 
ſmart of our wounds, and allay the fiery tumults of the fever. 
V hich impart foridity to our circulating fluids; add a more 
vigorous tone to our active ſolids ; and thereby mv the de- 
cays of our enfeebled conſtitutions. 

Nearer the houſes, we perceive an ample * of branches ; 
not ſo ſtately as the oaks, but more amiable for their annual ſer- 
vices. Alittlewhile ago, I beheld them; and all was one beaute- 
cus, boundleſs waſte of 5/oſoms. The eye marvelled at the lovely 
fight; and the heart rejoiced, in the proſpe ct of autumnal plenty. 
But now, the blooming maid is reſigned, for the uſeful matron, 
N 2 The 
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The flower is fallen, and the fruit ſwells out on every twig.— 
Breathe ſoft, ye winds! Q, ſpare the tender fruitage, ye furly 
, blaſts! Let the pear-tree ſuckle her juicy progeny, till they 
drop into our hands and diffolve in our mouths. Let the p/umb 
hang unmoleſted upon her boughs, till ſhe fatten her delicious 
fleſh, and cloud her poliſhed fin with blue. And as for the 
applet, that ſtaple commodity of pur orchards, let no injurious 
thocks precipitate them immaturely to the ground, till re- 
volving ſuns have tinged them with a ruddy complexion, and 
concocted them into an exquiſite flavour. Then what copious 
hoards, of what burniſhed rinds, and what delightful reliſhes, 
will repleniſh the ſtore- room] Some, to — us with an 
early entertainment, and refreſh our palates amidſt the ſultry 
heats. Some, to horrow ripeneſs from the falling ſnows, and 
carry autymn into the depths of winter. Some, to adorn 
the ſalver, make a part of the deſert and give an agreeable * 
cloſe to our feafts. Others, to fill our vats with a foaming 
flood; which, mellowed by age, may ſparkle in the glaſs, with 
a livelineſs and delicacy, little inferior to the hlood of the 
apes 

I obſerve ſeveral ſmall inchſures, which ſeem to be appre- 
henſive of ſome hoſtile viſit from the north; and, therefore, are 
defended, on that quarter, by a thick wood, or a lofty wall. At 
the ſame time they cultivate an uninterrupted correſpondence 
with the touth ; aud throw open their whole dimenſions to its 
friendly warmth. One, in particular, lies within the reach of 
1 diſtipguiſhing view; and proves to be a kitchen-garden. It 
looks, methinks, like a plain and frugal republic. Whatever 
may reſemble the pomp of courts, or the enſigns at royalty, is 
baniſhed trom this humble community. None of the pro- 
ductions of the olitory affect finery ; but all are habited with 
the very perfection of decency. Here, thoſe celebrated quali- 
ties are eminently united, the utmoſt ſimplicity with the exact- 
et neatneſs +. A ſkilful hand has parcelled out the whole 
ground, into narrow beds, and intervening alleys. The ſame 


1 


W 
- 2 
i — __ ® k 
© * — . — — — _- — — - - - _ 
\ * — — 
=- w - 8 — — A 
— — — — ——— ra = 4 
— — _ — 
= 4 — - —— — 
_ * ” 


_ OR 
— — - 


diſcrect 
* 4} 009 
Uſque ad Mala——— Hos. 


+ Sinflex munditiie, Hos. 


E. B. pg a' gg erser gg „ wp =» mv mn og © 


X 


t 
+ 


— 
— 


— 


AFLOWERN GARDEN. tot KY 


the greateſt multiplicity; becauſe every individual knows its 
proper home, and all the tribes are ranged with perfect regu- 
hrity.—lf it be pleaſing to behold their orderly ſituation, 
and their modeſt beauties ; how much more delightful, to con- 
fider the advantages they vield ! What a fund of choice accam- 
modations is here! What a ſource of wholeſome dainties ! And 
all, for the enjoyment of man. Why does the ue, with ber 
frizzled locks, ſhag the border; or why the cel-r7, with her 
whitening arms, perforate the mold; but to render bis ſoup: 
ſavoury? The aſparagus ſhoots its tapering fiems, to offer hint 
the firſt-fruits of the ſeaſon; and the ar iobate ipreads its turgic! 
top, to give him a treat of vegetable marrow. The tendril; of 
the cucumber + creep into the fun; and, though baſking in 1:3 
hotteſt rays, they ſecrete for their maſtzr, anal barrel up for his 
uſe, the moſt cooling juices of the foil. The bears ſtand firm, 
like files of embattled troops; the pers reſt upon their props, 
like ſo many companies of invalids; while both repleniſh their 
pods with the fatneſs of the earth, on purpoſe to pour it on 
their owner's table. Not one ſpecies, among all the variety 
of herbs, is a cumberer of the ground. Not a ſingle plant, but 
is good for food, or ſome way talutary. With fo beneticent an 
economy, are the ſeveral periods of their miniſtration ſettled 
that no portion of the year is left deſtitute of nourithing eſcu- 
lents. What is ſtill more obliging, every portion of the year 
affords ſuch eſculents, as are beſt ſuited to the temperature of the 
ar, and the ſtate of our bodies —Why then thould the per 
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t Virgil, with great conciſeacſs, and equal propriety, deſcribes 

the cacumber. a 
—Fertuſſue per berbam | 

Creſceret in ventrem cucumir, =—— Georg. IV. 

Milton has (if we admit Dr. Bentley's alteration, which is, I 

think, in Air place, unqueſtionable juſt) almolt trauſlated the Latin 

Het, 


— Forth crept 
The fwe!ling gourd, — 
Par. Loft, B. VII. I. 2: o. 


qiſcreet has aſſigned to each ver lant family, a pe- 
culiar and diſtinct abode. So that there is no confuſion, amidſt. 
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Hd fo valuable a ſpot, envy the condition of kings *? Since 
h. my daily walk amidſt rows of peaccable and obſequious 
Though mute ſubjects Every one of which tenders him ſome 
- agreeable prefent, and pays him a willing tribute. Such as is 
+ moſt happily adapted, both to ſupply his wants, and to regale 
Luis taſte: to furniſh him, at once, with plenty and with pleaſure, 
Art a diſtance, one deſcries the mighty hills. They heave 
their huge rulges among the clouds; and look like the barriers 
of Eingdoms, or the boundaries of nature. Bare and deform. 
ed as their furface may appear, their bowels are fraught with 
j ward treaſures! Treaſures, ledged falt in the guarriet, or 
ſunk deep in the awnes, From thence, induſtry may draw her 
impl-ceuts, to plot the ſoil ; to reap the grain; and procure W 
every ueceſſary convenience. From thence, art may fetch 
hr ma erials, to rear the dome; to ſwell the organ; and form 
the nulcit ornaments of politer life. | 
On another fide, the great deep terminates the view. There 
go the thips: There is that Leviathan :” And there, in that 
world of waters, an inconceivable number of animals have 
their habitation.— his is the capacious ciſtern of the waiver/e; 
which admits as into a receptacley and diſtributes, as from 2 
reſervoir, whatever waters the whole globe. There's not 2 
fountain that guſhes in the unfrequented deſart; nor a rivulet, 
that flows in the remoteſt continent; nor a cloud that ſwims 
in the higheſt regiens of the firmament᷑; but is fed by this all- 
replenithing ſource. The ocean is the grand veha/e of trade, 
anck the unter of diſtant nations. To us it is peculiarly kind, 
not cnly as it waſts into our ports, the harveſt of every cli- 
more; and readers our iſland the centre of traffic ; but alſo as 
zt ſeccres us from toreign invalions, by a fort of impregnable 
gatccachment g. | 
Methinks, 
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Hi rarum tamen in dumit olus, aibaque circum 
Lilia, verbera que premens, ve cumgue papavers 
R-vum :;prabat cpes auimis ſeraque reyertens 
A. te dimm, dafibus m: nſas onerabit inzmptis. 
Vige. Georg. IV. 
s Whoſe rampart was the ſea. Nahum ni. 8. 
J hope this little excurfion into the country will not be looked 
do. as @ depariare from my tut j.&. Becaulc, a rural view, 2 
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- Methinks, the view of this profuſe munificence inſhires a 
ret delight, and kindles a dirnterrefled good Au. While the 
« little hills clap their heads,” and the luxuriant © vell2ys laugh 
and fing; who can forbear catching the general joy? Who 
3 not touched with lively ſenſations of pleaſure ? While 
the everlaſting Father is ſcattering bleſſings through his whole 
family, and'crowning the year with his goodneſs; who does not 
feel his breaſb overflowing with a diffifive henevolince 2-——— 
My heart, EF muſt confefs, beats high with fſatisfattion 5 and 
= breathes out cengratulutary w:/hes, upon al! the tenants of theſe 
' rural abodes: Feace be within your walls, as well as plente- 
ouſneſs around your dwellings.” Live, ye higlily favonred; 
tive ſenſible of your benefits, and thankful to your Benefuctor. 
Lok round upon theſe prodigiouily large incomes of the iruit- 
| ful ſoil, and call them (for you have free leave) all our own.— 
= Only let me remin l you of one very important truth. Let 
nme ſuggeſt, and may you never forget; Lliat you are e, to 
CarisT JESUS, for every one of theſe accommodations, 
E which ſpring from the teeming earth, andthe ſmiling (kiss. 
S 1. CHRIsT *made them, when they were not.—:le fetched 
| them up from utter darkae!s; and gave them both their being, 
| and 
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no eſſential part of a garlen, is yet a de ſirable appendage, and ne- 
6 eeſſary to complete its beauty. As uſefulneſs ts the mt valuable 
property. which can attend any production. iii the cirenm{tance, 
chieffy touched upon in the ſurvey of the laudſeape. l'hougli ce 
I piece of this extenſive and diverftficd ſcene is ca in the mol. 
dlegant mould; yet nothing is calculated merely for me and pa- 
ade Yon ſee nothing formed in the tate of the aſtentatious ob. 
k, or infignificant pomp of the pyramid. o ſuch idle expences- 
were almi:ted int» that conſummate plan which regulated the Hu- 
| ture of the uriverſe. All the decerations uf nature are no leſs 127 
rantageors than ornamental; fucl as ſpeak the MAKER infinity 
beuefjcent, as well as incomparably magzuince:t. 
When I afcrite the work cf creation to the Sox, I wont ] by 
ao means be ſuppoſed to with-huld the fame honour from the cter- 
nal Farne, and ever-vIt-4 Szituir, The acts of th ſe incon- 


ut I chooſe to Rare the point in this manner, becavſ: t'-'s is rhe 
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and their beauty. He created the materials, of which they : 
compoſed ; and moulde:l them into this endleſs multiplicity, of 
amiable forms, and uſeful ſubſtances. He arraved the bez. 
vens, with a veſture of the milleſt blue; and clonthed th: 
earth, in a livery of the gayeſt green. His pencil ſtreaked, 
and his breath perfumed, whatever is beautiful or fragr int in 
the univerſe. His ſtrerigth ſet faſt the mountains; his good. 
neſs garniſhed the vales; and the fame touch which healed the 
leper, wtought the whole viſible em into this complete per. 
2. Cnxis r recovered them, when they were forfeited.—-Þy 
Adam's fin, we loſt our right to the comforts of life, and trums 
of the ground. His diſobedience was the moſt impious and 
horrid treaſon againſt the KING of Kings. Conſequently, his 
whole patrimony became cwonfſratzd ; as well the portion of tem- 
poral good things, ſetilecd upon the human race during their 
minority; as that everlaſting heritage teſerved for their enjoy- 
ment, when they ſhould come to full age: But rhe * fre of 
the woman,” inſtantly inter poſing, took ff the attainder, and 
redeemed the alienated inheritance. The firſt Adam being dii- 
inherited, the ſecond 474m * was appointed heir of allthings,” 
vilidle 
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church; and a moſt n«ble peculiarity of the goſpel re velation.—l 
chooſe it alſo, becauſe | would take every opportunity of inculcating, 
and celebrating, the divir'/y of the RenDeeMern. A truth, which im- 
parts an unutterable digrity to Chriſtianity, A truth, which laysan 
immoveable fuundation, for all the comfortable hopes of à Chriſtian, 
A truth, which Fil render the my ſtery of our redemption, the won- 
der and delight af eternity. And with this truth, every one will ob- 
ſerve my zſſertion is inſrparably connected. 

If any one quettions, whether this be the doctrine of our church, 
let the creed, which we rep / at ta cur molt ſolemn devotions, determine 
this duubt I believe,” fays that form of ſound words, * in -ne 
„Lon Jesvs CrrsT, very Cob of very Gon, by whom all thing: 
« mere made.” If ir be farther enquired from whence the Mice 
fathers derived this article of heir faith? 1 anſwer, from the writ- 


ings of the belcved diſciple, Who lay on the Saviour's boſom, aud the 
of that great apofitle, who had been caught up iuto the uitrird he (ff the: 
ven, Jahn j. 3 Colafl. i 16, 

IIb. i. 2.— lu this ſerie, at leaſt, Cats r is -nur it all 
men. The foimer avg lu er rain; the precions frufts uf ihe earth! 
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viſible as well as inviſible. And we hold our poſſeſſion of the 
former ; we expect an inſtatement in the latter; purely by vir- 
tue of our alliance to him, and our union with him. 
3. Cuxis r upholds them, which would otherwiſe tumble into 
him, ſays the oracle of inſpiration, all thing s con- 
+. His finger rolls the ſeaſons round, and prefides over all 
celeſtial revolutions. His finger winds up the wheels, and 
impels every ſpring of vegetative nature. In a word, the 
whole weight of the creation, reſts upon his mighty arm; and 
receives the whole harmony of its motion, from his unerring 
| his habirable globe, with all its rich appendages, and 
fine machinery, could no more continue, than they could cre- 
ate themſelves. Start they would into inſtant confufron ; or drep 
into their primative nothing ; did not his power ſupport, and his 
wiſdom 1 e them, every moment. In conformity to his 
will, they ſubſiſt ſteadfaſt and invariable in their orders; and 
wait only for his ſovereign nod, to © fall away like water, that 
« runneth * 

Vol. I. O 4. CaRISs 


food to eat raiment to put on ; — all theſe he purchaſed, e ven for 
his irreclaĩmable enemies. They eat of his bread, who lift up their 
heel againſt him. 


We karn from hence, in what peculiar and endearing light, the 


Chriſtian is to contemplate the things that are ſeeu. Heathen: might 
diſcover an eternal power, and infinite wiſdom, in the ſtructure of 
the univerſe; Heathens might acknowledge a moſt ſtupenduous libe- 
rality, in the unreſerved grant of the whole fabric, with all its fur- 
niture, to the ſervice of man. But the Chriſtian ſhould ever keep 
in mind his forfeiture of them, and the price paid to redeem them. 
He ſhoald rereive the gifts of indulgent providence, as the 1ſraclites 
received their law, from the hand of a Mediator. Or rather, To 
him they ſhould come, not only ifſuing from the ſtores of an unbaund- 
ed bounty, but ſwimming (as it were) ia that crimſon tide, which 
fireamed from TMMANUEL's veias. 

1 Col. i. 1 I beg leave to ſubjoia St. C!ry/oſtom's pertinent 
and beautiful! note upon the paſſage; by wich it will appear, that 
the ſentiment of theſe ſectiou, is not merely a private opinion, but 
the avowed belief of the primitive church - Taltgu, ſays the elo 
quent father, vi5$ avi EHU. N 274) wy Y 706475 & Kev +4105 a) 4 &% 
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4. CnnrsT * aQnates them, which would otherwiſe be lifeleſs 
and inſignificant. ——Penfioners they are, conſtant penſioners 
on his bounty, and borrow their a from his fulneſs. He en- 
47 has life; and whatever operates, operates by an emanation from 
his all-fufficiency. Does the grape refreſh you, with its unliven- 
ing juices? It is by a warrant received, and virtue derived, from 
the Redeemer. Does bread ſtrengthen your heart, and prove 
the ſtaff of your life? remember, that it by the Saviour's 
appointment, and through the efficacy of his operation. Yon 
are charmed with his melody, when © the time of the ſinging 
of birds is come, and the voice of the nightingale is © heard 
in our land.” You taſte his goodneſs in the luſcions fig, the 
melting peach, and the mufty flavour of the apricot. You 
imell his ſweetneſs in the pening honeyſuckle, and every 
edoriferous ſhurb. 

Could theſe creatnres ſpeak for themfelves, they would doubt- 
leſs diſclaim all-fyficieney of their own, and aſcribe the whole 
honour to their Maker. «© We are ſevants,” wonld they ſay 
* of HIM, who died for you. Cifterns only, dry cifterns in our- 
ſelves, we tran/mit to mortals no more than the uncreated 
Fountain transfuſes into us. Think not, that, from any ability 
of our own, we furniſh you with affiſtance, or adminitter to 
vour comfort. "Tis the divine energy, the divine energy alone, 
that works in us, and does you good. We ſerve you, O ye 


ſons of men, that you may love him, who placed us in theſe 
itations. O!] love the Lonn, therefore, all ye who are ſup- 
ported by our miniſtry; or elſe we ſhalltgroan with indigna- 
vion and regret, at your abuſe of our ſervices —— Uſe us, and 

ber we are yours, if ye are CuRISs T's. Crop > 
? choicel!? 


welcome; 


22 — 
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* Tohnv. 17 My Father worketh hitherto, and Tur; or, | ex- 
ert that unermiting and unwearied energy, which is the life of the 
creation. — Ihus the words are parapbraſed by a malterly exp. f- 
tor, who has illuſtrated the life of gur bleſſed Lary, in the molt e- 
le gant taſte of criticiſm; with the mvit amiable ſpirit of devotion; 
without any mixcure of the malignant leaven, or low fingulary 


e of a party. Sec the Family Expuiitor, Vol. I. Scct. 47» 
1 Rom. viii. 22. 
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hoiceſt beauties; rifle all our treaſures ; accommodate your-- 


ſelves with our moſt valuable qualities; only let us be incen- 
tives to your gratitude, and motives to your obedience.” 
Having. ſurveyed the ſpacions fy, and ſent a glance round 
che inferior creation; tis time to deſcend from this eminence, 
and confine my attention to the beautiful! ſpot below Here 
Nature, always pleafing, every where lovely, appears with pecu- 
fiar attractions. Yonder ſhe ſeems dreſſed in her dithabille ; 
but .irreguiar. Here, ſhe calls in her handmaid Art; 
and ſhines in all the delicate ornaments, which the niceſt cul- 
tivation is able to convey. Thoſe are ker common appatments, 
where ſhe lodges her ordinary gueſts: This is her cabinet of 
curiofities, where ſke intertains her intimate acquaintance.--—- 
My eye ſhall often expatiate over thoſe ſcenes of univerſ:] 
fertility : My feet ſhall ſometimes bruſh through the thicke:, 
or traverſe the lawn, or ſtrall along the foreſt glade: but to 
this delightful retreat, ſhall be my chief rcfurt. Thither will 
1 make excurfions; but here will I dell. 


moſt exalted ices, I would obſerve, upon this occaſion ; 


that the celebrated Erafmus, and our judicious Locks, having 


trod the circle of the ſciences, and ranged through the whole 


extent of human literature, at length betook themſolves ſolel 

to the Bible. Leaving the ſages of antiguity, they fat inceſſant- 
ly at the feet of IS, Wiſely they withdrew trom that iow 
menſe multiplicity of learning; from thoſe endleſs tracts of 


amuling erudition ; where noxious weeds are mixed with whole- 


ſome herbs; where is generally a much larger growth of prick- 
y ſhurbs than of fruitful boughs. They ſpent their molt ma- 
ture hours, in thoſe hallowed gardens, which Cop's own wil- 
dom planted; which GoeD's own Spirit watereth; and in 
which GoD's own Son is continually walking. Where, he 
meeteth thoſe that ſeek him; and revealcth to them the glo- 
ries of his perſon, and the riches of his goodn2fs. _ 

_ Thus would I finiſh the remainder of my days! Having 
Juſt taſted (what they call) the politer ſtudies; I would now de- 


vote my whole application to the lively oracles. From other 


purſuits, I might glean, perhaps a few ſcatte red fragments of 
low, of lean, cf unfatisfaftory inſtruction. From this, l trutt, 


do reap a harveſt, of the ſublimeſt truths; the nobleit in - 


O 3 


proveneuts; 


wy 


If, from my low procedure, I may ferm an alluſion to the 
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provements; and the pureſt joys}.——Waft me then, O waft 
my mind to Son's conſecrated bowers Let my thoughts per- 


petually rove, through the awfully pleaſing walks of infpira- 
tio. Here, grow thoſe heaven born plants, the trees of 4% 
and &nowleuge; whoſe ambroſial frnits we now may take, 
and eat, and live for ever.“ Here, flow thoſe precious ſtreams 
of grace and righteouſneſs; whoſe leaving waters 4 whoſoever 
drinks, ſhall thirſt no more.” And what can the fables of Gre- 
cian ſong, or the fineſt pages of Roman eloquence—W hat can 
they exhibit, in any degree comparable to theſe matchleſs pre- 
rogatives of ?—— Therefore, though I fhould not 
diſlike to pay a vift now and then to my heathen maſters, | 
would /ive with the prophets and apoſtles. With thoſe I would 

carry on ſome occaſional correſpondence: but theſe ſhould be 
my boſom friends; my inſeparable companions z my delight, 
and my counſellors.” 

What /veets are theſe, which ſo agreeably ſalute my noſtrils? 
They are : the breath of the flowers; the incenſe of the garden. 
How liberally does the jeſſamine diſpenſe her odoriterous 
riches? How deliciouſly has ti: e woodbine embalmed this morn- 
ing walk? The air is all perfume. And is not this another 
moſt engaging argument to forſake the bed of oth? Who 
would lie diſſolved in ſenſeleſs ſlumbers; white ſo many breath- 
ing ſweets invite him to a feaſt of ſragraney ? Eſpecially, con- 
nidering, that the advancing day will exhale the volatile dain- 
ties. A fugitive treat they are, prepared only for the wakeful 
and induſtries. Whereas, when the mi lifts his heavy 
eves, the flowers will droop; their fine ſcents be diffipated; and, 
inſtead of this refreſhing humidity, the air will become a kind 
o liquid fire. 

With this very motive, heightened by a repreſentation of the 
moſt charming pieces of morning ſcenery, the parent of man- 

kind awakes his lovely comfort. There is ſuch a delicacy in 
the choice, and ſo much life in the deſcription of theſe rural 
images, that I cannot excuſe myſelf, without repeating the 
whole peflage.— Whiſper it, ſome friendly genius, in the ear of 


every 
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Ft Priicquid docetur, veritas; quicquid præeipitur, bonitas ; quits 
7 wid promuttitar felicitas, 
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every one, who is now ſunk in ſleep, and loſt to all theſe re- 
fned gratifications ! | 


Awake; the morning ſhines, and the freſh field 
Calls yon: Ye loſe the prime, to mark how ſpring 
The tender plants, how blows the citron grove; 
„What drops the myrrh, and what the balmy reed; 
How Nature paints her colours; how the bee 
Sits on the bloom, extracting liquid ſweets. 
MiL r. Par. Loft, B. V. I. 20. 


How delightful is this fragrance! It is diſtributed in the 
niceſt 2rtion ; neither ſo ſtrong, as to oppreſs the orgaus 3 
not ſo faint, as to elude them. We are ſoon cloyed at a ſump- 
tuous banquet; but this pleaſure never loſes it poignancy, never 
palls the appetite. Here luxury itſelf is innocent; or ra- 
ther, in this caſe, indulgence is incapahle of exceſs. — This 
balmy entertainment, not only regals the /en/e, but + chears the 
very ſoul; and, inſteacl of clogging, elates its powers. It puts 
me in mind of that ever-memorable ſacrifice, which was once 


the bleſſed Je3Us; when he offered up himſelf to Gop, „ for 
2 ſweet-ſmelling Saviour.” Such the Holy Spirit tiles that won- 
dertul oblation ; as if no image, in the whole ſenſible creation, 
was ſo proper to give us an idea of the © ineffable fatisfaCtion,” 
which-the Father of mercies conceived, from that unparallel- 
ed atonement ; as the plegſug ſenſations, whicli ſach rich per- 
fumes are capable of raiſing. & Thouſands of rams, and ten 
? thouſands of rivers of oil,” from an apoſtate world; the mot 
b ſubmiffive acknowledgments, added to the moſt coſtly offering, 
from men of defiled hands, and unclean lips ; what coul they 
have effected? A prophet repreſents the © high and lofty 
One, that inhabiteth eternity,” turning himſelf away, with a dit- 
dainful abhorrence 5, as from the noilame ſteams of a dung- 
hill But in CHRIS T's ini maculate holineſs; in Cunts rs 
conſummate obedience; in CHRIS 's moſt precious blood- 
ſhedding; with what unimaginable complacency does juſtice reit 

latislied. 
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to t Ototment and perfume rejoice the heart, Prev. xxv:1 g. 
Amd x. 21, 23. 


made in behalf of offending mortals. I mean the facrifice of 
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atis ſied, and vengeance acquieſce All thy warde, O thou 
Surety for ruined finners! all thy ing, O thou ſlaughter. 
ed Lamb of Gon ! as well as thy garments, O thou bride. 
groom of thy church ! * ſmell of myrrh, alaes, and caſſi 25 % 
They are infinitely more grateful to the eternal Gohead, than 
the choiceſt exhalations of the garden, than all the odour; of 
the ſpicy eaſt can be to the human noſtrils. 
As the altar of old fanftified the gift; ſo this is the great 
propitiation, which recommends the obnoxious perſons, and 
unprofitable ſervices of the believing world. In thir, may 
ſoul be intereſted! By Ni, may it be reconciled to the Fa. 
ther There is fuch a leprous depravity cleaving to my na 
ture, as pollutes whatever I perform. My moſt profound ado. 
rations, and fincereſt acts of religion, muſt not preſume to 
chullenge 2 reward, but humbly implore ſorgtvc neſs t. Renounce. 
ing, therefore, myſelf in every inſtance of duty; difclaiming 
all ſhadow of confidence * in any deeds of my own; may! 
now, and evermore, “be accepted through the Beloved !” 
What calaurt, what charming colours, are here! Theſe, fo 
nobly bold; and thoſe fo delicately languid. What a glow is 
: | enkindled 


„ 


— 


x $ Pſalm xlv. 8. | 
f & writer of diſtinguiſhed ſuperiority thur addreſſes the great 
Ob ſerver of act ions, aud ſearcher of hearts, and vindicates my lenti- 
ments, while be fo juftly and beautifully utters his own ; 
Look down, great GOD, witk pity's ſofteſt eye, 
On a por breathing particle in duſt. 98 
His crimes forgive ; forgive his virtues too, 
1 hufſe Jrealicr faults half congerts to the right. 
: Night-Thouzbts, No. IX. 
See page 4: 20d 45, in the ſicord edition of a moſt candid and 
ct angelical litile treatife called Chriſtianity the great Ornament of Hu- 
an Lite, ——** If Chriltians happily avoid the dangerous extreme, 
ard tco often fe'a/ rock, of 2 deed uitſeſ faith on one hand, be 
7, c. Sat an) will endeavour. by all kind of plaufible infinuations, to 
$5 hem en the ophoſi e, vis. Hiritual pride, oftentation, aud de- 
andere on their warts, as if THESE were the meritorious or pro- 
curing cuuſe of all true peace. hope, conſolation, and divine accept - 


21 Cg. f 
ea) ger9us of the infernal politics, becauſc ths fatal poiſoa lics dep 
z to often Frdiſcern: gd.” 


Now ib ia /elf dependence may be ranked among the mf 
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enkindled XN. A * 2 upon others. In one, 
thinks the ruby wit leeding radiance ; in an- 
fre with her fky- tinctured blue; in all, ſuch an 


the impalement, or the ſhailings af the foliage, impart new 
—1＋ the whole. Indeeil, whether they are blended, or 
uranged; foftened, or contraſted; they are manifeſtly under 
the conduct of a taſte, that never miſtakes; a felicity, that ne- 
ver falls ſhort of; the very perfection of elegance. Fine, in- 
imitably fine, is the texture of the web; on which theſe ſhine- 
ing treaſures are diſplayed. What are the labours of the Per- 
fn looms, or the doaſted commodities of Broffets compared 
with theſe curious manufactures of Nature? pared with 
theſe, the moſt admired chintzes loſe their reputation; even ſu- 
e cambrics appear coarſe, as eanvaſs in their preſence. 

What a chearing argument does our Saviour derive frorm 
kence, to ſtrengthen our lance in Gord! He directs us to 
learn a leſſan of heaven-depending faith, from every bird, that 
wings the air ; and from every flower that blofſoms in the 
field. If Providence, with unremitted care, ſupports thole in- 
ferior creatures, and theſe inſenſible beings, with ſo 
much ſpendour, ſurely, he will in no-wiſe with-hold from his 
elect children, «« bread to eat, and raiment to put on. Ye 
faithful followers of the Lamb, diſmiſs cvery low anxiety, rela: e- 
ing to the needful /u/tenance of life. He that freds the ravens, 
f. Lom an inexhauſtible magazine; be that paints, the plants with 


4 ſuch 
1 a Et 
e, oh 
be 1 — Who enn paint 

U Like Nature? Can [magiration boaft, 

oe Amidſt his gay creation hues like theſe? _ 

” And can he mix them with that matchleſa ſkill, 

to And lay them on fo delicately fine, 

of And loſe them in cach other, ad appears 


In ey” ry bud th ot bl we? Toner“ L, urs. 
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ſuch elegance z in ſhort, he that provides ſo liberally, 
both for the animal and vegetable parts of his creation; will not, 
cannot neglect his own people.“ Fear not, little flock,” 
peculiar objects of 2 ! « it is your Father's good 
pleaſure to give you 4 king *” And, if he freely gives 

ou an everlaſting kingdom 


One 
vailing 
EE 8 ; FE 2 

Luke xii. 32. 

+ Mr. Addi/on has a fine remark on a female warrior, celebrated 
by Virgil. He obſerves, that, with all her other qualities, this /ittle 
Hille mingled itſelf. Becauſe, as the port relates, an intemperate 
fondneſs for a rich and ſplendid ſuit of armour betrayed her into 
rain. In this circumſtance our critic diſcovers a motal concealed; 
this he admires, as a neat, though oblique ſatire, ou that trifling 
paſſion. Spect. Vol. I. No. is. 

I wokld refer it to the judicious reader, whether there is nor 2 

of the /ame kind, touched with a more maſterly hand, 
in the ſong of Deborah.— Speaking of Siſera's mother, the ſacred 
enchariſtic ode repreſents her, as anticipatiag, in her fond fancy, 
the victory of her fon ; and including the following foliloguy ; — 
% Have they not ſped ? n prey? To Sera 
prey of divers colours; a divers colours of needle work: of 
diverscolours of needle on both fides; meet for the necks of them 
that take the ſpoil?” — She takes nonotice of the ſignal ſervice, which 
her hero would do to his country, by quclling fo dangerous an in- 
furreion. She never re flects on the preſent acclamations, the ture 
advancement, and the eternal renown, which are the tribute uſually 

id to a conquerors merit. She can conceive, it ſeems, nothing 
greater than to be clad in an embroidered veſt ure; and to trail along 
the ground, a robe of the riche ſt dyes, This is, in her imagination, 
the moſt lordly ſpoil he can wing the moſt ſtately trophy he can e- 
rcct.It is alſo obſervable, how ſhe well upon the trivial circum- 
ſtance; reiterating it again and again, It has ſo charmed her ig- 
noble heart; ſo entirely engroſſed her little views; that ſhe can hint 
of nothing elſe ; peat of nothing elſe, and can hardly ever deft from | 
the darling topic. Ia not this a keen, though delicately couched cen- 
ſure, on that poor, coatemptiole, groveliag taſte; which is enamour- 
ed with ſilken finery, and makes ihe atrrilute uf a butterfly the 1 
of its aflect ions | 
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af abject and miſtaken ambition is this! How unworthy the 
dignity of immortal, and the wiſdom of rational beings! Eſpe- 
cially, fince theſe little productions of the earth, having indiſ- 

tably the pr2-eminence; in ſuch outward embelliſhments.--—— 
Fo, cloath thyſelf with purple; and fine linen; trick thyſelt up 


in all the gay attire, which the ſhuttle or the needle can furniſh. 


Yet know, to the mortification of thy vanity, that the native 
elegance of a common daiſy , ecliples all this elaborate finery. 
, wert thou deck: like ſome illuſtrious princeſs, 
on her coronation-day, in all the ſplendor of royal appear] : 
touldeſt thou equal even Sc/amon, in the height of his magnifi- 
cence and glory; yet, would the meaneſt among the flowery 
outihine thee, Every diſcerning eye would give the 
preference to theſe beauties of the ground .. Scorn then to 
borrow thy recommendations, from a neat diſpoſition of threads, 
and a curious arrangement of colours. Aſſume a becoming 
greatheſs of temper. Let thy endowments be of the immor- 
tal kind. Study to be all-g/crious within. Be cloathed with hu- 
mility. 8 the ornament of . meek and quiet ſpirit * 
Vor. | 


__—. 
t_— 


How conſpicuous is the elevated and magnificent ſpirit of that 
venerable mother in {/rae! ; when viewed in cumpariſon with the low, 
the diſpicable turn of this Canaantiſb lady !{ Such ſtrong aad 
beautiful con raſtt are, I think, ſome of the moſt ftrikirg excellen- 
cies of poctic painting, and no book are they more frequently 
uled, or expreſſed with greater life, than in the /acred volumes of in- 
ſpiration. 

* Peaceful and lowly in their native ſoil, 
They neither know to ſpin, nor care to toib: 
Yet with confcſs'd magnificence deride 
Our mean attire, aud impotence of pride. Prion. 
+ Mr. Cowley, with his uſual brill ianey of imagination, ſtyles 
them ſtars of earth. 

t How beautifully does the prophet deſcribe the furniture of a re- 
rewed and heavenly mind under the ſimilitude of a rich and com- 
plete ſuit of apparel! vill greatly rejoice in the LORD: my 
loul ſhall be joyful in my GOD ; for he hath cloathed me with the 
tarments of ſalvation ; he hath covered me with the robe of righte- 
ouſneſs, as a bridegroom decked himſelf with ornameats, and as a 
bride adorneth hecfclf with her jewle,“ Iſa. xi. 10. 
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ſ all in a word; Put on the Lox d Jesus CnrisT {(: Let his 
be ſprinkled upon thy conſcience, and it thall be whiter 
Than the virgin ſnows. Let his righteoufnefe, like a ſpotleſs 
robe, adorn thy infler man; and thou ſhalt be amiable even in 
the moſt diſtinguiſhing eye of Gop. Let his bleſſed Shiri 
dwell in thy heart; and, under his ſanctifying operations, thou 
ſhalt be made partaker of z divine nature. * 
Theſe are real excellencies; truly noble accompliſhmenty 
theſe. In this manner be arrayed, be -beautified ; nd thou 
wilt not find a rival in the feathers of a peacock, or the ſo- 
lation of a tulip. Theſe will exalt thee, far above the hh 
pretenſions of lace and embroidery. Theſe will prepare thee to 
ftand in the beautiſic preſence, and to take thy ſeat among the 
angels of light. 

What an inchanting. ſctuntios is this ] One can fcarce be me- 
lancholy within the atmoſphere of flowers. Such lively hues, 
and delicious odours, not only addrefs themſelves agreeable to 
the ſenſes, but touch with a ſurpriſing delicacy, the ſwerteſt 
movements of the mind. 

To the heart infpiring 
Vernal delight and joy J. M:rr Ton, D. IV, 

How often have I left them diflipate the g/o2m of thought, 
and transfuſe a ſudden gaicty through the dejected ſpirit ! I can- 
Not wonder, that kings deſcend from their thrones, to walk a- 
midſt blooming ivory and gold; or retire from the moſt ſumꝑ- 

n 


* 
. I IE 
Md... Ml... * * RD — — 


Rom. xiii. 14. 

+ « T would have my reader endeavour to MORALIZ E tkia 
tnral pleaſure oi the ſoul, and to improve this vernal delight, as Mil 
ein calls it, into a Chri/tian virtue. When we find ourſelves inſpired 
with this pleaſing inſtinct, this ſecret ſati-fation and cumplzcene 
cy, ariſing from the beauties of the creation, let us confider, to 20/97 
VS: ſtand indepted for all theſe entertainments of ſenſe: and who it 
5«, that thus opens his hand, and fills the world with good —— Such 
an habitual diſpoſition of mind confecrates every held and wood, 
turns an ordinary walk into a morning or evening ſacrifice; and will 
improve thoſe tranſient gleams, which naturally brighten up and 
refreſh the ſoul on ſuch occafions, into an invielable and prepetual 
Rate of bliſs and happineſs.” Sped?., Vol. V. No. 3% 
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tuous feaſt, to be recreated with the more refined ſweets of 
the garden. T cannot wouder, that queens forego, for a while, 
the compliments of a nation, to receive the tribute of the par- 
terre; or withdraw from all the glitter of a court, to be attend. 
ed with the more ſplendid equipage of a bed of flowers. 
Bur, if this be ſo pleaſing, what tranſporting pleaſure muſt a- 
riſe, from the fruition of uncreated excellency! O] what un- 
known delight, to enter into thy immediate preſence, moſt bleſſed 
Lord GopD! Lo ſee thee}, thou King of heaven, and LoD 
of glory, no longer, © through a glafs darkly, but face to face!” 
To have all thy goodneſs, all thy greatncis, thine before us; 
and be made glad for ever with the brighteſt diſcovery of thy 
perfeftions, with the ineffable joy of thy countenance ! * 
This we cannot bear, in our preſent imperfect ſtate. The ef- 
e of unveiled divinity, would dazzle a moral fight. Our 
feeble faculties, would be overwhelmed with fuch a fulneſs of 
ſuperabundant bliſs ; and muſt lie oppreſſed, under fuch an ex- 
ceeding great, eternal weigh of glory But, when this cor- 
ruptible hath put on incorruptible, the powers of the foul will 
be greatly invigorated.; and theſe earthly tabernacles will be 
( ormed into the likeneſs of CHRIS T's glorious body. 
ty Then, though the moon ſhall be confounded, and the ſun a- 
” ſhamed *,” when the Lok ÞD of hoſts is revealed from heaven; 
N yet ſhall his faithful people be enabled to ſee him as be is}. 
us 


Here then, my withes, here be fixed. Be ri your deter- 
mined and invariavle aim. 
Joole to your whole ardor. 


Here, wy affections, here give a 
Cry out, in the language of 
P 2 | inipiration; 
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t 17/aiah repreſents the felicity of the righteous in the everlaſting 
world, by this elegant and amiable image; © Thine eyes ſhall fee 
the King in his beauty.” Miltan touches the ſame ſubject, with 
wonderful elevation and majeſty of thought: | 


—— They walk with GOD, 
Hizh in ſalvation, ard the climes of bliſs, 


Words, which, like the fiery car, almoſt tranſport our aff c ions to 
thoſe glorious abodes. Iſa. xxiii. 17. Mitt. B. XI. I 757, 


® fa. xxiv. 33. + John if. 2. 
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Inſpiration; This one thing have I deſired of the Long, 
which,” with inceſſant earneſtneſs, «I will require, that I may 
dwell in the celgſtia / houſe of the Loo, all the days of my fu. 
ture life, to behold the fair beauty of the Lok D, and to con- 
— — with wonder and adoration with unſpea able and 
everlaſting rapture —all the attributes of the incom i 

die Godhead. Wr 
: Solomon, a moſt penetrating judge of human nature, know. 
ing how highly mankind is charmed with the fine qualities of 
flowers ; has figured out the bleſſed Iæs us, that ** faireſt a. 
mong ten thouſand,” by theſe repreſentatives ; He ſtyles 
him ||, The Roſe of Sharon,” and . The lily of the valleysg; 
like the firſt, full of delights and communicable graces ; like 
the laſt, exalted in majeſty, and complete in beauty. ——In that 
facred paſtoral, he ranges the creation; borrows its molt ſiniſli- 
ed forms, and dips his pencil in its choiceſt dyes, to preſent us 
with a ſketch of theamiableneſsof his perſon. ' His amiablenets, 
who is the light of the world: the glory of his church; theonly 
hope, the ſovereign conſolation of tinners; andexalted, infinite- 
ly exalted, not only above the ſublimeſt compariſon, but even ©a- 
boveallblefling and praife.” May I alfo make the ſame heavenly 
uſe of all fublanary enjoyments! Whatever is pleaſureable, or 
charming be/ow, let it raiſe my deſire to thoſe delectable objects, 
which are above. Which will yield, not partial, but perfect fe- 
| city; 


— 


bo Pſal. xxvii. 4 
li Cant. ii. ts 
Matus uf arberibus decori off, ut vitibus uve, 
Utque roſe campis, ut lilia vallibus alba, 
Sic Cuxisrus decus onne ſui. —— 
$ By the {ily of the valleys, TI apprehend, is meant, not the flower 
which commonly paſſcs under that dene mination, and is comparatively 
mean ; but the yrand majeftic garden lily, growing in a rich irrign- 
ous ſoil. where it flouriſhes in the moſt ample manner, and arrives at 
the higheſt perfection. The circumſtance of the valleys, added by 
the ſacred writer, is fignificant, not of the ſpecies, but of the place. — 
This is by far the nobleſt iaterpretation, and moſt exactly ſuitable 
to the ſpiritual ſeuſe ; which intimates, that the bleſſed JESUS de- 
lights todwell, by the communications of his Spirit, in humble hearts. 
Lilium vallibus gaudens. 
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hicityz not tranſient, but never-ending ſatĩs faction and joy.——, 
Yes, my ſoul, let theſe beauties in miniature, always remind thee 
of that gloriqus Perſon; in whom “ dwells all the fulngſ; of 
the Godhead bodily.” Let theſe little emanations teach thee 
to thirſt after the Eternal Fountain. O! may the creatures be 
thy conſtant clue to the Creator ! For this is a certain truth, and 
delerves thy frequent recollection, demands thy moſt attentive 
conſideration ; that the whole compaſs of finite perfection, is 
only a faint ray t, ſhot from that immenſe fource—is only 
2 ſmall drop, derived from that inexhauſtible occan—ot all 


e a ſurpriſing variety is obſervable, among the flo 

tribes! How has the bountiful hand of Providence diverſiſicdd 
theſe niceſt pieces of his workmanthip! added the charms of 
an endleſs novelty, to all their other perfections A con- 
ſtanthuniformity would ſoon render the entertainment tirefome, 
or inlipid ; therefore, every ſpecies is formed on a ſeparate plan, 
and exhibits ſomething entirely new. The faſhion ſpreads not 


from family to family, but every one has 2 mode of its own, 


which is truly original. The moſt curſory glance perceives 
an apparent ditfcrence, as well as a peculiar delicacy, i: te 
aire and habits, the attitude and lineuments, of every diſtinct 
claſs. 

Some rear their heads, wich a majeſtic mein; and overlook, 
like ſoverergns or nablei, the whole parterre. Others ſeem more 
moderate in their aims, and advance only to the middle ita- 
tions; a genius turned tor heraldry, might term them, the gen- 
try of the border, While others, free from all aſpiring views, 
creep unambitioufly on the ground, and look like the c 
ty of the kind. Some are interſected wich clegaat /7,ps, or 
nudded with radiant /pats. Some affect to be gentecly porvdered, 
or neatly fringed; while others are plain in their aſpect, unat- 
ſected in their ꝗreſs, aud content to pleaſe with a naked imp 

city 


+ —— Thou {tf above all heavens, 
To us invinble, or dimly ſcen, | 
In theſe thy loweſt works; yet theſe declare 
Thy goodneſs beyond thought, and pow'r divine, 
| | Mir. B. V. I. 156 


213 REFLECTIONS ON 


city. Some aſſume the monarch's purp'e ; ſome look moſt be- 
coming in the virgin's ite: but black, doleful black. has no 
admittance into the wardrobe of ſpring. The weeds of mourn. 
ing would be a manifeſt indecorum, when Nature holds ay 
univerſal feſtival. She would now inſpire none but delight. 
ful ideas; and therefore always makes her appearance in ſome 
amiable ſuit 1. Here, fands a warrior, clad with crimſon; 
there, fits a magiftrate, robed in ſcarlet ; and yonder, /truts a 
a pretty fellow, that ſeems to have dipped his plumes in the 
rainbow, and glitters in all the gay colours of that reſplendent 
arch. Some riſe inte a curious cup, or fall into a ſet of beau- 
_ Ciful bells Some ſpread themſelves in a ſwelling tuft, or craud 
into a delicious cluſter. In ſome the predominate ſtain fot. 
tens by the gentleſt dimmutions; till it has even ſtole away from 
itfe!f, The eye is amuſed at the agreeable deluſion; and we 
wonder to find ourſelves inſenſibly decoyed, into a quite dif- 
ferent luſtre. In others, you would think, the fine things were 
emulous of pre-eminence. Diſdaining to mingle, they confront 
one another, with the reſolution of vivals, determined to dit- 
pute the prige of beauty; while each is improved, by the oppo» 
ſition, into the higheſt vivacity of complexion. 

% How manifold are thy works, O Loxp ! Multiplied 
even toa prodigy. Yet in wiſdom, conſummate wiſdom, . haſt 
thou made them all. How I admire the vaſtneſ+ of the 
contrivance, and the exactneſ of the execution! Man, feeble 
mam, with difficulty accomplithes, a ſingle work. Hardly, and 
after many efforts, docs he arrive at a tolerable imitation, of 
4ome one production of nature. But, the almighty Arti 
tpoke millions of ſubſtances into inftantancous being; the 
whole collection wenderfully various, and each individual com- 
pletely perfect. Repeated experiments generally, I might 
ſay, always diſcover errors or defects, in aur happieſt inventions. 
Nay, what wins our approbation, at the preſent hour, or in 
t his particular place, is very probable, in ſome remote period or 
ſom: diſtant clime, treated with contempt. Whereas, the/e 
ne ſtructures late pleaſed every taſte, in every country, for — 

: mo 
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moſt ſix thouſand years. Nor has any { fault been detected in 
the original plan, nor any room left for the leatt improvement. 
upem the firſt model. All our performances, the more minute- 
I they are ſcanned, the more wmperfeF they appear. With re- 
gard to theſe delicate objects, the more we ſearch into their 
ies, the more we are raviſhed with their graces. They 
ze ſure to diſcloſe freſh ſtrokes of the moſt maiterly ſkill; in 
ion to the attention with which they are examined. 
Nor is the femplicity of the cperatian leſs aſtonithing, than the 
of the workmanſhip, or the infinitude of the effects. 
Should you aſſt; Where and what are the materials, which 
beantify the blooming work]? What rich tints; what ſpler- 
did dyes; what ſtores of ſhining crayons, ſtand by the heaven- 
ly limner, when be paints the robe of nature?“ ”Tis anſwer- 
ed, his powerful pencil needs no ſuch coſtly apparatus. A fin- 
gle prifciple, under his conducting hand, branches out into an 
immenſity of the moſt varied, and moſt finithed torms. The 
moiſture of the earth, and of the circumambient air, paſſed 
through proper (trainers, and difpofed in a rage of pellucid 
tubes : This performs all the wonder, and produces all the 
beauties of vegetation. This reeps along the fibres ot the flow- 
fpread moſs; and climbs to the very tops of the lofty-waving 
tedars. This, attracted by the root, and circulating through 
inviſible canals; this burils into gems; expands itſelf into 
leaves: and cloaths the foreſt, with alt its verdant honours. This 
one ||, plain and frrmaple, cauſe, gives birth to all the charms, 
which deck the youth, and maturity, of the year. This b/ufbes 
in the early hepatica; and flames, in the late advancing pop- 
py. This reddens into blood, in the veins of the mulberry ; 
and attenuates itlelf into leafen gold, to create a covering lor 
| the 
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5 Ecel. iji. 14. * I know that whatſnever GOD doth, it ſhall 
de for ever: Nothing can be put to it, nor any thing taken from it.“ 
| ** When every ſeveral of. & has a particular ſeparate cauſe, this 
| a no picaſure to the ſpectator, as not diſcovering contrivance. 

ut that work is beheld with admiration and delight, as the refult of 
det p counſels, which is complicated in its parts, aud yet imp e in its 
operations. Where a great variety of eff Qs are ſeen to ariſe from 
one principle operating ucitormly.” 
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the quince. . This breather, in all the fragrant gales of one 
garden; and weeps odorous gum, in the groves, of Arabi, f. 
—-So wonderful is out Creator in counſel, and fo excellent in 
working /! | 

In a grove of tulips, or a knot of pinks, one perceives a dif. 
ference in almoſt every individual. Scarce any two are turned, 
and tinctured, exactly alik-. Each allows himſelf a little par- 
ticularly in his dreſs, though all belong to one family; ſo that 
they are various, and yet the fame. A pretty emblem this, of q 
the ſmaller differences between Proteſtant Chriſtians. There 
are modes in religion, which admit of variation, without preju- 


dice to ſound faith, or real holineſs. Juſt as the drapery, on i 
theſe pictures of the ſpring may be formed after a variety of : 

, without blemiſhing their beauty, of alte ring their na- , 
ture. Be it ſo then, that in ſome points of inconſiderable con- li 


ſequence; ſeveral of our brethren. diſſent i yet; let us all live a- 
micably and ſociably together ; for we harmonize in principles, 
tho* we vary in punctiliaf. Let us join in converſation, and in- 1 
termingle intereſts; diſcover no eſtrangement of behaviour, 


and ckeriſh no alienation of aff:Qion. It any ſtrife ſublilts, let g 
it be to follow our divine Maſter moſt cloſely, in humility of * 
heart, and unblameableneſs of life. Let it be to ſerve one a- 15 


nother moſt readily, in all the kind offices of a cordial friend ihip. 10 
Thus ſhall we be wnite.i, though diffiinguiſbed; united in the 


fame grand fundamentals, though diſtinguiſhed by ſome ſmall 2 
eircumſtantials; united in one important bond of brotherly 10 
2 diſtinguithed by ſou: ſlighter peculiarities of ſen tt 
Between Chriſtians, whoſe judgments diſagree only about a 5 
form of prayer, or manusr of worſhip, I apprehend, there is 
no more eſſential difference, than between flowers which bloom 
from the tame kind of ſeed, but happen to be ſome what diverli- " 
fied in the mixtureof their colour:.— W hereas, if one denies the 
divinity of our Lord ]J£:sUus ChkisT, and degrades the incar- ww 
nate God to the meanneis of a mere creature; if another crics ot 
up the worthineſs of human works, and depreciates the aloue- 8¹ 
meritorious righteouſneſs of the glorious Mediator; if a third th 
addreſſes the inconceivable lionours to a finite being, and bows 1 
to 
nc 
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$ Ifz. xxviti, 29. 
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to the image; or prays to the ſaint. Theſe are errors, extreme- 
Iy derogatory to the REDEEMER's dignity, and not a little 
prejudical to the comfort of his people. Againſt theſe to re- 
monſtrate; againſt theſe to urge every argument, and uſe every 
diſſuaſive; beſpeaks not the cenſorious bigot, but the friend of 
truth, and the lover of mankind. Whereas to ſtand neu- 
ter and ſilent, while ſuch principles are propagated, would be 
an inſtance of criminal remiſſneſs, rather than of Chriſtian mo- 
deration.—For the pern, we will not fail to maintain a tender 
compaſſion : we will not ceaſe to put up earneſt interceſſions : 
ve will allo acknowledge and love, whatever is excellent and 
ataiable in their character. Yet ve dare not ſubſcribe their 
creed ; we cannot remit our aſſiduous, but kind endeavours; if 
by any means we may reconc:iz them to a more ſcriptural be- 
lief, and a purer worſhip F. 

Another circumſtance, recommending and endearing the 
flowery creation, is their regu/:r ſiccſten. They make not 
their appearance all at once, but in an orderly rotation. While 
a proper number of theſe obliging retainers are in waiting, the 
others abſcond; but hold themſelves in a poſture of ſervice, 
ready to take their turn, and fill each his reſpective ſtation, the 
inſtant it becomes vacant. The ſrow-drop, foremoſt of the 
lovely train, breaks her way through the frozen ſoil, in order 
to preſent her early compliments to her lord. Dreffed in the 
robe of innocency, ſhe ſteps forth, fearleſs of danger; long be- 
fore the trees have ventured to unfoid their leaves, even while 
the icicles are pendent on our houſes. —Next peeps out the cro- 
cus ; but cautiouſly, and with an air of timidity. She hears the 
howling blaſts, and ſculks cloſe to her low ſituation. Afraid 


Vol. I. 1 ſhe 
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ln ſome former editions, I expreſſed myſelf, on this point, an- 
warz/y and harſhly But my meauing and real ſentiments were no 
other than thoſe repreſented above. The rezder, from ſuch un- 
guarded intimations, might too naturally be led to conclude, that 
the author avows, and would ſtir up, a ſpirit cf per/ecution. But, 
this is a method of dealing with opponents in religious doctrines, 
which he difclaims, as abſurd ; and abhors, as iniquitous. He is for 
na force, but that of rational conviction; for no conftraint, but that 
of affectionate perſuaſiaa. Thus „if you pleaſe, compel them!pcomein. 


Luke xy, 23+ 
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th: ſeems, to make large excurſions from her rot; while (5 
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many ruthan- winds are abroad, and ſcouring along tlic ther. 
Nor is the v:s/et laſt, in this ſhinins embally ol the year. 
Which, with all the embelliſhments that would grace a royal 
aarden, condeſcends to line our hedges, and grow at the fect 
Gs briars. Freely, and without any lolicitation, the dilirioues 
the bouuty of her emiſſive fweets, white herſelf, with an excin- 
plary. humility, retires from ſight ; fecking rather to adminilier 
pleaſure, than to win admiration + Emblem, expreliive em- 
blem, of thoſe moi virtnes, which delight to bloom in ob- 
rity, which extend a chearing influence to nmltitudes, who are 
{carce acquainted with the ſource of their comforts! Motive, 
ergaging motive, to that ver- active heneficence; which fa 
not for. the importunity of: the diſtreſſed, but anticipates thr 
tuit, and prevents them with the bleſſings of its coodnets - 
poor po/yanthus, that lately adorned the border with her f bal k- 
ling beauties; and, tranſplante into our window, gave us a 
freth entertainment, is now no more. I ſaw her cymp!cxion 
tude; I perceived her breath decay; till at length flre expire, 
and dropt into her grave. Scarce have we tutained this lose, 
but in comes the auricula, and more than retrieves it. Array?! 
me comes in a ſplendid variety of amiable forms; with an cye 
vt cryſtal, and garments of the moſt gloſſy ſattin; exh Ving 
perfume, and powered with filver. A very ditinovithed | pro- 
ceſſion this! The favourite care of the floriſt! Scarce on: a- 
mong them, biit is digniticd with a cliaracter of renown: or 
has the honour to repreſent ſame celebrated toaſt. Birthe ale 
10, notwithſtanding their illuſtrious titles, have ext itte. their 
whol2 lock of fragrance, and are mingled wii the mcarelt 
caſt, Who could forbear grieving at their d- Parture: did 
not the fit begin to raife tl. emiclves on their i112 wands, or 
ſtately ſealks ? Tucy flutk he parterre with one of the gay cll 
dreſſes that blocning Nature wears. Lid ever bear or bee 
make fo gaudy an appearance, in a batt ſuit? Here, 
dne may behold the WAGs, wantonuJ's cf beauty. IIcre, 
the indulges a thouſand freaks, and fporis h ret in the molt 
charming diverſity of culourz. Yet, I thould wrong Ler, r* 
LY © 
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I to call her a inet; becauſe, ſhe plays her lovely changes, not 
to enkindle diſſolute affections, but to diſplay the Creator's glo- 
ry. Soon ariſes the anemone, encircled at the bottom, with a 
ſpreading robe; and 'roun led at the top, into a beautiful dome. 
In its looſely-flowing mantle, yon may obſerve a noble negli. 
gence; in its gentlv- bending tuſts, the niceſt ſymmetry. I 
would term it, the fire gentloman of the garden; becauſe, it 
ſeems to have learnt the ſingular addreſs of uniting ũmplicity 
wit! refinement, of reconciling art and eaſe. The fame 
month has the merit of producing the remmentus. All bold 
ard graceful, it expands the riches cf its foliage; and acquires, 
by degrees, the lovelieſt enamel in the world. As perfons of 
intrinſic worth, diſdain the ſuperficial arts of recommendation, 
practiſed by fops ; fo, this lordly flower ſcorns to borrow any 
of its excellence from powders and eſſenges. It needs no tuck 
attractives, to render it the darling of the curious; being tt 
kciently engaving from the elegance of itz figure, the radianc 
variety of its tinges, and a certain ſuperior dignity of aſpect.— 
Methinks, Nature improves in her operations. IIer lateſt 


E ſtrokes are moſt maſterly. To crown the collection, ſhe intro- 
N duces the carnation ; which captivates every cye, with a noble 
2 tpread of graces; and charms another ſenſe, with x proſuſion 
2 of exquylite odours. This ſingle flower bas centred in itſelt, 
* the per fections of all the preceding. Ihe moment it appeare, 
a it ſo commands our attention, that we ſcarce revrct the abtence 
ir of the reſt The gril/3z-foxver, like a real friend, attends 
il you through all the vicifitudes and alterations of the ſ-1fon. 


While others make a tranſient viſit only, this is rather an inha- 
bitant, than a gueſt in your garden; adds fidel:ty to cenie. 

It is in vain to attempt a catalogue of theft amiable _oifcs. 
There is an endleſs multiplicity in their cliaracters; yet an in- 
variable order in their approaches. Every month, aln:olt eve- 
ry week, has its peculiar ornaments; not ſervilely copying the 
works of its predeceflor, but forming, ſtill forming, and Aill 
executing, ſome new deſign. So-lavitl is the fancy, yet to ex- 
at is the proceſs of nature! 

Here, let me ſtand a while, to contemplate this dri of 
flowers, through the ſeveral periods ot the year.—Were they 
: all to bloſſom together; there would be at once a promilcuons 

throng, and at once a total Prigatin. We ſhould ſcarce have 
a opportunity of adverting to the Jainty qualities of half; ane 
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mult ſoon loſe rhe agreeable company of them all. But now, 


fince every ſpecies has a ſeparate poſt to occupy, and a diſtin 


interval for appearing, we can take a leifurely and minute fur. 
vey of each ſucceeding ſet. We can view and review their 

enter into a more intimate acquaintance with their 
charming accompliſhments ; and v-ceive all thoſe pleafing ſer- 
vices, which they are commi#ffioned to yield. This remark- 
able piece of conomy, is productive of another very valuable 
effect. It not only places, in the moſt ad vantageous light, 
every particular community, but is alſo a ſure proviſionary re- 
ſource againſt the frailty of the whole nation. Or, to ſpcak 
more truly, it renders the flowery tribes of a fort of + immer 


corps. For, though ſome are continually dropping; yet, by 


this expedient, others are as continually riſing, to beautity our 
borders, and prolong the entertainment. 

What goodneſs is this, to provide ſuch a ſeries of gratification 
for mankind! Both to diverſify, and perpetuate, the fine col- 
lation! To take care, that our paths ſhould be, in a manner, 
inceflantly ſtrewed with flowers And what wiſdom, to bid e- 
very one of theſe inſenſible beings, know the preciſe juncture 
for their coming forth! Inſomuch that no actor on a ſtage, can 
be more exact in performing his part; can make a more regu- 
lar entry, or a more punctual exit. 

Who emboldens the dafodi! to venture abroad in February; 
and to truſt her flowering gold, with inclement and treacherous 
ſkies? Who informs the various tribes of fruit-bearing Ine, 
that vernal ſuns, and a more genial warmth, are fitteſt for their 
delicate texture? Who teaches the c/ove to ſtay, till hotter 
beams are prepared, to infufe a ſpicy richneſs into her odours, 
and tincture her complexion with the deepeſt crimſon? Who 
diſpoſes theſe beautitu] troops into ſuch orderly bodies; retard. 
ing ſome, and accelerating others? Who has inſtructed them 
to file of, with ſuch perfect regularity, as ſoon as the duty of 


their reſpeCtive ſtation is over? And, when one detachment 
retires, 


_—— 


+ An alluſion to the celebrated practice of the Perſan kings: 
© who maintained for their life-guard a body of troops called immore 
tal, becauſe it perpetually ſubſiſted: for as ſoon as one of the men 
died, another was immediately put into his place.“ . 

| Ror r: Ancient Hiſtory, Vor. I. 
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refices, who gives the ſignal, for another immediately to ad- 
vance *? Who but that unerring Providence, which, from the 
kigheſt thrones of angels, to the very loweſt degrees of exiſt- 
ence, orders all things in © number, weight, and meaſure !” 
Theſe, O my foul, are the regulations of that moſt adorable, 
that moſt bencſicent Being, who bowed the heavens; came 
down to dwell on earth; and united the frailty of thy mortal 
nature, to all the geriet of his Godhead. All the honour of 
this ad mirable eſtabliſhment, belongs to thy Ranſom, thy Sure- 


ty, thy Saviour. "To HIM it belongs, who ſuſtained the ven: 


:ance, Which thou hadſt deferved, and waſt doomed to ſuffer; 
who fulfilled the cbedrence, which thou waſt obliged, but unable 
to perform; and who humbled himſelf (ſtupendous, ineffable 
loring-kindnets !) humbled himfelf to death, even the death of 
the croſs. HE formed this vaſt machiae, and adjuſted its 
nice dependencies. The pillars, that ſupport it; thæ embel- 
- liſbments, that adorn it; and the laws, that govern it; are the 
reiu!t of his unſcarchable counſels. O] the heights of his Ma- 
jeſty, and the depths of his abaſement ! 

Which ſhall we admire moſt, his eſſential gr eorrreſe,, or his 
free grace ? Ile created the exalted ſeraph, that lings in glory; 
and every the minuteſt inſect, that flutters in the air, or crawls 
in duſt. He marks out a path, for all thoſe globes of Tight, 
which travel the circuit of the ſkies; and ditdains not to rear 
the violet from its lowly bed, or to plait the daiſy which dreſſes 
our plains. So grand are his operations; yet fo condeſcending 
his regards !—If ſummer, like a ſparkling bride, is brilliant and 
glorious in her apparel; what is this but a ferble refleCftion of 
is uncreated ugence? It autumn, like a munificent hoſt, 
opens her ſtores, and gives us all things richly to enjoy; what 
is this but a little taſte of his inexhaultible /iberality ? If thun- 
ders roar, you hear the found of his trumnet : if lightnings 
glare, you fee the launching of his glittering ſpear: it “ the 
perpetual hills be ſcattered, and the everlaſting mountains bow- 
ed,” you behold a diſplay—no, ſays the prophet, you have 
rather The hiding of his pewer +. So immevic is his power; ſu 

uncon- 


E — 1 — 


. 


+ Hab. iii. 4. Nothing can be more megnilicently conc»iv2?, than 
the imagery of this whole chapter: and upon the ht of our interpre- 
tation. nothieg was cver more delicztely and vub'y turned than the 
3 ſertiment 
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uncontrovlable and inconceivable ; that all theſe mighty works 

are but a etch, in which more is concealed than diſcovered. 
Thus, I think, we ſhonld :lwavs view the viſible ſyſtem, with 
an evangelical rc/rſrepe, (if I may be allowed the expreſſion) 
and with an evangelical microſcope, regarding CHRIST JEsvs, 
as the great Projector and Architect; who planned and exccy. 
ted the amazing ſcheme. Whatever is magnificent or valuable; 
tremendous or amiable; ſhould ever be aſcribed to the Re. 
deemer. This is the Chriſtian's natural philaſphr. With re. 
gard to this method of confidering the things that are ſeen, 
we have an inſpired apoſtle for our preceptor and precedent: 
Speaking of Cunts er, he ſays; „ Then Loan, ia the begin- 
ming, hit laid the formdation of the earth; and the heavens 
are the work of thy hands.“ Did we car: tully attend to this 
leadling principle, in all our examinations ot nature, it won 
doubilcis, be a moſt powerful means of entindling our love, and 
flrengihening 


Jn En 


2 


ſentiment of this ciauſe. Other ſenſes of the paTage, I acknow-. 
edge, may be aſſip ned with equal propriety, Bu: none, I think, 
can be inagined ſoa magefiic and ſrblime As the origina. will 
fairly admit of it: a; it carriesno difayreement with the cones, 
and exprefſ-s a mofl important, as well as undoubted truth; I hope, 
I may be permitted tw uſe it, at leaſt by way of accommodation; 
— eſpecially, as it ſuggeſts one of the ſineſt t imaginable, witere- 
with to an{cribe al the viſible productions of the Creator's hand. 
When, ſtruck with aſtoniſument, we conſider their grandeur, beauty, 
and conſummate perfections; let ns, in joſtice to the Anthor, aphly 
the reflection of this ſaered ade: In all theſe 5, the hidins, rather 
than an adequate difglay, Thi, match!ifs porer, Though they 
<hellenge gur praiſe, and-ſycpel3 our comprehenſion ; yet are ty 
by no means the utmuit-cxcrtions, but rather {me flight <ffays of, 
onipotent fill.“ Milian, relating the overthrow of the fallen 
ai 7cls, introduets a grand circumFance, rot much unlike the pe- 
ec dir g. ub, neaided and alone, had rauted an innumerable hot 
et apoltote ſpirits: This was gr at and marvellous: Uut to create 
2 juſter idea or the 1ilnitrious Corquer.r, vw poet beautifully adds, 
6: Yet halt his frengih he pat not forth.“ 
Tf.we forget to mike the ſame remark, when we contemplate Gon 
ia his works, we 1: vit n-effiily forn very ſcanty conceptions of 
that Suren Being; hefurs whym ail nations are as a drop“ of a 
butket, aud are counter as the ina Cut of the balance,” 
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* frengthening our faith. When I lock round upon millions- 
of noble ſubſtances, and carry with me this tranſporting reflec- 
tion, “The Maker of them all, expired on a croſs for me.“ 
how can I remain any longer indifferent? Muſt not the coldefF 
heart begin to glow with gratitude ? When I furvey an im- 
meuſity of the fineſt productions imaginable; and remember, 
that the author of them ak, is my © righteouſneſs and my re- 
demption; how can I chooſe, but repoſe the moſt chemrfut 
confidence, in tuch a Mediator, 12 

Let me add one more remark; upon the admirable a1ju/finent 
of every particular, relating to theſe fine colonies planted in 
the 
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* The 2p-Rles, I oblerve, delight to uſe this method of diſplay- 
ing tie /on9:rs of the R:-teemer, and eitabliſhiug the Vith of hi- 
perple, —— Tie Eel vid diſeiple, teaching that mouit precious dic + 
tine, “of a laiab ſlain to take away the fins of the world.“ in 
o der to evince the {i fiiency of CaarsT's ſacri ice for this bleſſ:t 
purpoſe, affirms, 'I hat “ all things were made by him: and with- 
out him was not any thing,“ no, not ſo much as one Angle being, 
* made” Jahn i. 3. t Paul, preaching the ſame glad tidings 
to the Col/ngians, and exprefely maintaining, that we have redemp- 
tion through lis blavud ; ſeems to forciee aa objection of this kind : 
« To expiate tranſgreltors againſt an infinite Mje ty, im a moft 
prodigious aft?” It muit cot vaitly more than any ſurzty can 
pay, to redeem a ſinful world, What reafon have we tn belicves 
that Jes rs i «qual to this mighty undertakiug?“ All haſſihle rc a- 
ſn, replics the apoſtle, f'om the diguty cf his perſon, ror he is 
the inage cf the invisible god; aud from the gregtzeſs of hi! 
work, ſor by. im all things were made.“ Conſi ler the operations 
oFhi? Lands, ard you carnut doubt the atering efficacy of his Jcath, 
C. i 1, 16 The author cf the epitile to th: Hbregur, 
falls (xa Ny into the ſame train of ar gung: Declaring, that 
CurrsT Jsses has purged gur nus, by the facrifice of hinfeic; he 
Frovgs is ample ability for bis tremendous Ate, from hi: eff. nual 
exceilence, beeauſe he is the“ brightneſs of his Father's glory 3? 
and from his admirable works, becauſ: “ he made the world, zn! 
uphaldeth all things by the word of his power,” 27.5.1 2, 3.— 
Wich truth, as it is f. importart in itſelf, of ſuch ſi nal comf -rt 
to hriſt ians, aad ſo particularly inſiſte on by the intpired writers, 
I liepc, L ſhall need no apolo;ry, for an attempt t llullrate aud en- 

ee it, in akin cf rreng: ho? . pet up r teien, Annex: ta 


theſe 1c fl. ions, ; 
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With ſuch accuracy and correctneſs, is their 
ſtructure finiſhed ; that any the leaſt conceivable alteration, 
would very much impair their bet fection. Should you ſee, for 
inſtance, the nice diſpoſition of the tui, attire fly abroad, «il. 
orderly and irregularly, like the flannting ew-odbine + ſhould 
the jeſſamine rear her diminutive head, on thoſe grand co. 
lumns which ſupport the He : ſhould the erect and manly 
aſpect of the prony, hang down with a penſive air, like the 
flexile bells of the 5yacinth : thoult the noble plainneſs, which 
diſtinguiſhes the li, be exchanged for the plittering fringes, 
which edge the 3 or tha gaudy ſtains, which bedlrop the 
iris ; ſhould thoſe tapering p.liurs, which ariſe in the michlle 
of its vaſe, and tipt with golden per dants, give ſuch a luttre 
to the furrounding pannelo f alabalter—ſhould thoſe fink and 
diſappear, like the chives which cover the heart of the anemone: 
n many of theſe caſcs, would not the tranſpoſition be fan- 
taſtical and aukward? In all, to the apparent prejudice of eve- 
ry individual ? 

Again: with regard to the time of their appearing ; this cir- 
cumſtance is ſettled, by a remarkable forefight and — 
What would become of the /aulor ; if, in very ſtormy weather, 
he thould raiſe a lofty maſt, and croud i it with all his canvas! 
Such would be the ill effect; if the moſt ſtately ſpecies of flowers, 
thould preſume to come abroad i in the bluſtering months. Ah! 
how would they rue the imprudent boldneſs ! Therefore, thoſe 
only that ſhoot the ſhorteſt ſtems, and diſplay the fmalleſt 
ſpread of leaves, or, (if you plraſe) carry the leaſt fail, ar: 
launched amidſt the blowing ſeaſons. [low injudicioutly 

ould the perfumer act; if he ſhould unſeal his fineſt eleaces, 

d expoſe them to the northern winds, or wintry rains! Our 
blooming artiſts of the aromatic profeſſiou, ar leaſt the moſt de- 
licate among them, ſeem perfectly aware of the conſequences of 
ſuch a procedure. Accorilingly, they poſtpone the opening 1 Of 
their odoriferous treaſures; tiil a ferene air, and more un- 
clouded ſkies, grant a protection to their amiable trafi: ; till 

they 
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* Caſrir, in a very pootical manner, ar; Idrefſes ha Inſelf to the 
dormant roſe, and met + ate” A vites her to centure :=, by tu. 
mention of theſe t wo Cre umſtances: 
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they are under no more apprehenſions, of having their ſpicy 
cells rifled by rude blaſts, or drowned in inceſſant ſhowers. 
What a ſtriking argument is here for reſignation, unfeigned 
reſignation, to all the diſpoſals of Providence ! Too often are 
our liffatisfied thoughts apt to fiad fault with divine diſpenſa- 
tions. We tacitly arraign our Maker's conduct, or queſtion his 
kindneſs with regard to ourſelves. We fancy our lot, not fo 


commodiouſly fitvated; or our condition, not ſo happily cir- 
ſtation of 


cumſtanced; as if we bad been placed in ſome other 


lie But let us behold this exquifitely nice regulation of the 
minute 


z and be aſhamed of our repining folly. Could 
any fibre their compoſition, be altered; or one line in their 
ſeaturen tranſpoſed; without clouding ſome of their beau- 
ties? ald any fold in their veſtments, be varied; or any 


link im their orderly ſucceſſion, be broken; without "injuring. 
— And does not that all-ſeeing eye, 


which preſerves ſo exact a harmony, among theſe pretty tvys; 
maintain as watchful a care over his rational creatures? Does 


Siderum facros imitata vultus, 
uig lates dudum, roſa? Delicatum 


erre terris ca O tepenti; 
* His call. 


— Fam rib nubes fiegiunt aquole, 
| Quos ſugant albis Zephyri quadrigis ; 
Fam tibi mulcet Boream jocantis 

Aura Favoni. 


Child of the ſummer, charming roſe, 
No longer in confinement lie; 

Ariſe to light; thy form diſcloſe; 
Rival the ſpangles of the ſky. 

The rains are gone; the ſtorms are o'er; 
Winter retires to make thee way : 

Come then, thou ſweetly bluſhing flow'r ; 
Come, lovely ſtranger, come away. 

The fur is dreſe'd in beamic; ſmiles, 
To give thy beauties to the day: 

Young zephprs wait with gentleſt gs, 
To fan thy be tom, as * play, 
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he chooſe the propereſt - ſeaſon, for the coruſlip to ariſe, and 
drink the dews? And can he neglect the concerns, or misjudge 
the conveniencies of his ſons and daughters? He, who has fh 
completely diſpoſed, whatever pertains to the vegetable cecono. 
my, that the leaſt dixrinution or addition, would certainly hurt 
the finiſhed ſcheme ; does, without all peradventure, preſide, 
with equal addition, over the intereſts of his un people. 

De ſtill; then, thou uneaſy mortal“; know, that Cop is un- 
exingly wiſe; and be affured, that, amidit the greateit multi 
plicity of beings, he does not overlook then. "Thy Baviour has 
given me authority to affert, that thou art of far ſuperioc va- 
He, is the eſtimate of Omnipotence, than all the herb ve ct 
the field. If his ſacred will ordains /i. befs tor th; por tion; 
never dare to imagine, that uninterrupted health would be more 


advantageous It he pleaſes to with- hold, or take away, chilalren; 


never preſume to conclude, that thy happineſs is blatted, be- 
cauſe thy hopes of an increaling family are diſappointed. KHz, 
that marthals all the larry hoſt, and ſo accurately arranges cve- 

the meaneſt ſpecies of herbs; FEE orders all the pecriiariticr, 
all che changes of thy ſtate, with a vigilance, that nothing cn 
eluile; with a goodneſs, that endureth for ever. 


Bow 
ty head, therefore, in humble acquieſcence. Reſt fatislie.), 
| . that 
* Permittas iffis expentcre numinibus, quil 
Conveni at usbit, rebuſqus fit utice noftris, 
N22 pro jucundis aptiiſi na geg ue dubunt dit : 
Carter eft i. lis homo, g bi Jur. 


Since all the downward tracts af time 
Gop's watchful cye ſurveys; 

O! who ſ{ wile to choc ſe gar lat, 
And regula e cnc ways? 


gin ce none cau doubt bis equal love, 
Uamcaſurably kind; 

To his uverring, gracious will, 
Be ev':y wiſh refign” 1, | 

Good, when he gives, {1-remely good 
Nor leſe, when he denies ; 

Tu a ere ſſæs, from his tw rei gu band; 
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that whatever it, by the appointment of heaven, is right,“ is 
beſt. - 

Among all the productions of the third creating-day, this 
of flowers ſeems to be peculiarly deſigned for man. Man has 
the monoply of this favour : it is conferred on him by a ſort of 
excluſive charter. See the imperial crown, ſplendid and beau- 
tifully grand! See the zubersſe, delicate and languiſlingly fair! 
See all- the pomp and glorr-of the parterre; where paint and 
perfume do wonders. Yet the inferior animals are neither ſit 
with their beauties, nor regaled with their odours. The hore 
never ſtands till, to gaze upon their charms; nor does the cx 
turn aſide, to browze upon their ſweets. Henfes they have, to 
diſcern theſe curious objects in the gr: but no taſte, to diſ- 
tinguiſh or reliſh their fine accompliſhments. Juſt fo, car- 
nal and unlightened men, may underſtand the litcral meaning 


of Scripture ; may comprehend the evidences, of its diu ine in- 


ſpiration: yet have no ardent ging for the ſpiritual blifang:s, 
R 2 Ty 


* Whatever ir, is right, —— If Mr. Pee uoderkands the max- 
im, according to the /imztation ſurgeſted above, he f, cats a mot 
undeniable and glori us truth. But if that great poet includes 
whatever comes to paſs, through the wild and <x#travazant paſkong 
of men; ſurely no thinking perſon, at leaſt no Chriſtian, cha se- 
cede to his oj 119n, W hat God orders, ies ie, beyond ah poi- 
ſidility of c:;rcEtion : and g; above ail that we can afl: or think, 
His decrees, are the reſult of infinite diſcernment ; and his diſpen- 
ſat ions, the iſſues of unbounded bencvolengs. Bur man, fallen 
man, is hurricd away, by his luſts, iato a thouſand irregularities; 
which are deplorable even in them/clves, and attended with c -- 
quences, manifeſtly pernicious to ſociety. Let the ſeatiment, 
theref..re. be reſtraĩned to the diſpoſals of heaven, ard I mot readi- 
ly ſubſcribe it. But, if it be extended to the conduct of men, and 
the eft-&s of thei; folly, I think myſelf obliged to enter my proteſt 
againſt it. For, whatever kindleg the divine 1:1dipration—'s cane 
of final ruin to the author is rictly forbidden by Gop's hoty 


word - is contrary to the whele deſi gu of bis reveaicd will and the 
very reverſe of his eſſential attributce, —- Ti cannot poſßbiy Le 
right. This, is molt undoubtedly wrong. Omvrinotence, inetd. 
can aver-rule it, aad educe good from it. But the vez nation 
over-rulirg, ſuppoſce it to be ablolitely urovg to ale 
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It offers; ſee no form or comelineſs” in the Saviour, it de- 
ſcribes, ſo as to render him the ſupreme defire of their ſouls. 

The chief end of theſe beautiful appearances, philoſophers 
fay, i: to enfcld and cheriſh the embryo-ſeed; or to ſwathe 
the tc1.der body, during its infant ſtate. But, whatever is 
the chief end of nature; tis certain, ſhe never departs from 
the deſign of adminiſtering delight, to mankind 1. This is in- 
ſeparably connected with her other views. Were it only to 
fegure a reproductive principle, what need of ſuch elegant com- 
plications? Why ſo much art employed, and io many decora- 
tions added? Why ſhould veſtments be prepared, richer than 
brocades; more delicate than lawns; and a finer glow, than 
the moſt admired velvets ?——lf the great mother had no o- 
ther aim, than barely to accommodate her little offspring; 
warm flannel, or homely fuſtain, would have ſerved her turn. 
Served it, full as well as the moſt ſumptuous tiſſues, or all the 
furniture of the merccr's ſhop. 

Evident then it is, that flowers were endued with ſuch en- 
chanting graces, for the pleaſure of man. In purſuance of this 
original intention, they have always paid their court to the hu- 
man race; they ſtill ſeem particularly ſolicitous of recommend- 
ing themſelves to our regard. The fineſt of each ſpecies croud 
about our h#ditations : and are rarely to be ſeen at a diſtance 
from our abodes. They thrive under our cultivating hand, 
and obſerving eye; but degenerate, and pine away, if unregard- 
ed by their lord. To win his attention, and deck his re- 
treats, they hids their deformities under ground; and diſplay 
nothing but the moſt graceful forms and engaging colours to his 
fight. To merit a farther degree of his eſtecm, the gene- 
rality of them diſpenſe a delightful perfume. What is ttill 

| f more 
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t © We ind that the moſt important parts in the vegetable world, 
are thoſe which are the moſt beautiiul. Theſe are the ſeeds by 
which the ſeveral races of plants are propagated and continued, and 
which are always lodged in flowers or bl.ſſums. Nature ſeems to 
hide her principal defign, and to be irduſtrious in making the earth 
gay and gclightful, while ſhe is carrying on her great work, aud 


iat eus upon her own prefervation.” 
Serct, Vol. V. No. 357: 
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more obliging, they reſerve their rich exhalations to embalm 
his morning and evening walks +. Becauſe he ufually chooſes 
thoſe cool hours, to recreate himſelf among their blooming 
ranks ; therefore, at thoſe hours, they are more laviſh of their 
fragrance, and breathe out their choiceſt ſpirits. 

O man, greatly beloved by thy Creator! "The darling of 
Providence ! Thou art diſtinguiſhed by his goodneſs ; dittin- 
guiſh thyſelf alſo by thy gratitude. Be it thy only undivided 
aim, to glorify him; who has been at ſo much expence, to gra- 
tity thee !—while all theſe inferior creatures, in ent eloquence, 
declare the glory of Gor; do thon lend them thy tongue. 
Be thou the high prieſt of the mnte creation. Let their 

iſes become vocal in thy ſongs. —Adore the ſupreme Bene- 
factor, for the bleſſings he thowers down, upon every order of 
beings. Adore him for number'eſs mercies, which are appro- 
priated to thyſelf. But, above all, adore him for that noble 
gift of a ratiana and immortal ſoul. This conſtitutes us mai- 
ters of the globe; and gives us the real enjoyment of its riches. 
This difcovers ten thouſand beauties, which. otherwiſe had 
been loſt; and renders them a fource of delights, and a nur- 
ſery of devotion. ——By virtue of this exalted principle, we 
are qualified to admire our Maker's works, and capable ot 
bearing his illuſtrious image; bearing his illuſtrious image, not 
only when theſe ornaments of the ground have refigacd their 
honours ; but, when the great origin of day, is extinguiſhed 
m the ſkies; and all the flaming orbs on high, are put out in 
o>\cure darkneſs. Then to ſurvive; to ſurvive the ruins of 
one world, and to enjoy Gop to reſemble GoD—to be “ fi- 
ed with all the fulneſs of Gon,” in another. What a hap- 
pineſs, what an ineſtimable happineſs, is this! Yet thir is thy 
privilege, (bartes it not for trifles of an hour!) this thy glorious 


prerogative, O man! a 
O! the 


* 
— Te flowr's, 


That open now their cRoicclt b. ſomꝰd ſ nella. 
Reſcrv'd from night, and 4%, for thee in fore. Mirr. 
} The twining j: flamine, and the bluſhing toſe, 
With laviſh grace their morning cents difcl ie ; 
The ſmiling tub'roſe and janquil declare 
e ſtronger impulte of an co'ning air. Paix“, Sol. 
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the goodneſs, the exuberant goodneſs of our Gon! | 
cannot forbear celebrating it once more, before I paſs to 2. 
nother conſideration How much ſhould we think ourſelves 
obliged, to a generous friend; who ſhould b:i/d a ſtately edi. 
fice |, purely for our abode! But how greatly would the obliga. 
tion 


* 


1 


* + I cannot perſuade myſelf, that the compariſon is ſtretched he. 
yond proper bounds when carried to this pitch. It is my ſtedfaſt 
opinion that the world, at leaſt this lower world, with its variong 
appurtcnances, was intended purely for man: that it 1s ap*ropriatel 
to him, and that he (in ſubordination to G D's glory) is the nt 
of its creation.—-—Qther animals, it is true, partake of the Crea- 
tot's benefits; but ther, they partake under the notion uf man's 
domeſtics; cr on the font of retainers to him, as creatmes, which 
bear ſome relation to his ſervice, and ſome way or other contribute 
to his god. 80 that ſtill he is the cen/re of the whole; or a5 o 
incomparable Miſtan, equally maſter of poetry. and divinity, ex- 
preſſes himſelf, All things live for man Par, Loft. 

Mr. Pope, in his ethic epiſtles, is pleaſed to explode this tent, 
as the height of pride, and a groſs abſurdity. For my part, I 
e no rea for ſuch a charge. With all ſubmiſſion to fo ſupcriot 
a genius, it ſeems very remote from pride. to be duly ſenſib e of fa- 
vous vouchſafed ; to contemplate them in all the extent of the: 
munifcence, and acknowledge them accordingly. I fall] rather 
imagine, that to contract their ſize, when they are inmenſely large: 
t. ſtint their number, when they are altogether i2numerable : tht 
f1h a procedure favours more of inſenfibility, than our hyp1tFclis 
of preſumption ; aud has more in it of ingratitude, than of aro- 

20 (C : 

And how can it be deemed an abſurdity, to maintaia, that Gor 
gave us 2 world fre our poſſeſſon; when it is our duty to belics, 
tat he yave 13 his only Son, for our propi tation ? Sure, it can bz 
n.ither difficult nor extravagant, to ſ1ppoſe, that he dehgn-i the 
habitable globe, with its whole furniture, for dur preſent uit; 
race he with-hcl4 na-t bis holy child Jesus, but freely Celivec-d 
im np, for our final ſalvation. | 

Upon the wire; I cannot but conclude, that the atterapt of aur 
famons pet, is neither ind, with regard to his fellow-creat ures —107 
erate}, with regard to his Creator—aeither i his ſcheme, in fat, 
zue Tre attempt not find with regard to man, been [2, it 0s 
Aim of ove of tle moſt delight ful and ravifl.ing contimplations im. 
giua le. Lo conüger the great Author of exilicuct, as having me! 
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ton be increaſed; if the hand that built, ſhould alſo furniſS 
+! And not only furniſh it; with all that is commodious 
and comfortable; but ornament it alſo, with whatever is ſplen- 
ad and delightful ! This, has our moſt indulgent Creator 
done; in a manner infinitely ſurpaſſing all we could with, or. 


The 


5 » 
808 We >. 


his eye, when hi formed aniverfal nature, as contriving all thing}, 
with an imm diate view, to the exigenci-s of my particular Ha-, 
and making them all in ſuch a manner. as might be moſt conducive 
to my particular advantage: this mult oceaſion the {trongolt ſati- 
faction, whenever | cait a glance on the objects that furround me. 
Not grabeſul with regard to God. becauſe it has the mott di- 
re& tendency tu diminiſh our fenſe of his kindnefs, and by that mean: 
to throw a damp upon our gratitude. [t teaches us to look upon 
ourſelves. as almoit loſt among 2 croud of vcr beings, or regarded 
only with an occaſional and incidental beneficence. Which muſt 
certainly weaken the diſpoſitivn, and indeed flacken the ties, to the 
molt adoring thank fulnefs.—To which, I apprebery, we may juſt- 
ly add; neither is the ſcheme, in fact, true. Fur, not to meuti u 
what might be urged from the ſme word of revelation, this one ar- 
gument appears ſufficitutly concluſive: The world began with man; 
the world muſt craſe with man; conſequently, the grand uſe, the 
priacipal erd of the world, is, to ſubſerve the interelt of man. It 
is on all fades agreed, that the edifice was ert cted, when man was to 
be furniſhed with an habitation; and that it will be demoliſhed, 
when man has no farther nced of its accommadat ions. When Hh: 
enters into the houfe not made with hands, eternal in the heavens, 
the earth, and all the works that are theccin, ſhall be burut vp,” 
From which it ſeems a very obvious and fair deduction, that man is 
the final cauſe of this infertor creation. 

So that [ think my readers and myſelf, privileged (not to ſip, or 
the pricciples of gratitude, o#/iged) to uſe thoſe lovely lines «© 
our author with à propricty and truth, equal to their elegauce ail 


beauty. 


For me kind Nature wakes her genial pow'r, 
Suckles each herb, and ſpreads out ev'ty flow'r! 
H anual for me, the grape, the rofe renew 

The juice neRarcous. and the balmy dew; 

For me, the mine a thouſand treaſures brit ge; 
For ge, health guſtes from a thouſand ſoringe. 


Eth, ESA. I. zer. 129 
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The earth is aſſigned us for a dwelling. ——The ties ar 
ſtretched over us, like a magnificent canopy, dyed in the pure; 
azure; and beautified, now with pictures of floating filver, na 
with colourings of reflected crimſon. The graſs is fprea 
under us, as a ſpacious carpet; wove with filken threads 0 
green, and damaſked with flowers of every hue. The /u1 
lie a golden lamp, is hung out in the ethereal vault; an 
pvurs his effulgence, all the day, to lighten our paths. 
WV hen night approaches, the maan takes up the friendly office 
and the /tars are kindled in twinkling myriads, to chear th 
durkneſs with their milder luſtre, not diſturb our repoſe b 
o intenſe a glare The clouds, beſides the rich painting: 
they hang around the heavens, act the part of a thifting ſcrren 
aud defend us, by their ſcaſonable interpoſition, from th 
ſcorching beams of ſummer. May we not alſo regard them, a 
the great watering pots of the globe? Which, wafted on th 
wings of the wind, diſpenfe their moiſture + evenly throug} 
the univerſal garden; and tructify with their ſhowers, what 
ever our hand plants.— The fel are our exhauſtleſs granary 
Th 


* ths 


+ This circumſtance, amidſt abundance of other delicate, an; 
edifying remarks upon the wunders of nature, is finely touched i: 
the philo/aphical tranſactiont, recorded in the book of Fob, ch xxxviii 
ver. 15. Who hath divided a watcr-cuurſe from the overflawin; 
of waters?” — The Hebrew is ſo preguanit and rich with ſenſe, tha 
ao tranflation can do it juitice. The following paraphraſe, perhads 
may reprefent the principal ideas comprehended in the expreiſiv 
original: Who has branched out, and witch admirable judgment 
Ai paſed a variety of aqedudts, for that immenlc collection uf waters 
which float in the ſky ? Who di7ribites thoſe pendulons fi rods tho 
all the borders of the earth? Diitributcs them, not in dicadtul ca 
taracts, or from:/cuous gluts of rain; but in kindly drops. or r. 
ticſhing ſhuwe's 3 with as muck regu/arily and economy, 2; if ihe; 
were conveyed by pijes from a conduit F—To WHOM Hal we at 
che that uicc ar is of contiivanice, which now emits, now re {brit 
them; ſometimes drives their humid train to one place, fone! une 
to another; Qifpenics them to zhzs foil in larger, to hat in tinall- 
communications; and, in à word, fo manages the mighty fluid : 
« very ſpat is /upplirdy, in en ad proportion t its wants; aus 
red, by an tinkitinraiiug deluge 2 
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=. The ocean is our vaſt reſervoir.— The animals ſpend their 
ſtrength, to diſpatch our buſineſs ; refign their cloathing, to re- 
pleniſh our wardrobe ; and ſurrender their very lives, to pro- 
vide for our tables. —ln thort, every element is a ſtore-houſe of 
conveniencies ; every ſeaſon. brings us the choiceſt produc- 
tions 3 all nature is our caterer.—And, which is a moſt endear- 
ing recommendation of theſe favours, they are all as lovely, as 
are uſeful. You obſerve nothing mean, or inelegant. 
All is ciad in bearuty's faireſt robe , and regulated by proportion's 
niceſt rule. The whole ſcene exhibits a fund of pleafures to 
the imagination, at the ſame time, that it more than ſupplies 
all our wants |. ' 

Therefore thou art ine cuſable, O man ! whoſoever thou art, 
that rebelleft againſt thy Maker. He ſurrounds thee, with un- 
numbered benefits; and follows thee with an effuſion of the 
richeſt, nobleſt gifts. He courts thy affections ; he folicits thy 
gratitude; by liberalities which are never intermitted, by a 
which knows no limits.—-Moſt blefſed Lon o, let 
this thy 1 thy unwearied goodneſs, lead us to repen- 
tance. Win us to thyſelf, thou Fountain of felicity, by theſe 
feet inducements. Draw us to our duty, thou G0 p of our 
falvation, by theſe . cords of love.” W3'- 

What a living picture, is here, of the beneficial effects of in- 
= | ag induſtry and cultivation, this neat ſpot is an image 


Here is all that can entertain the eye, or + regale the 


ſmell. Whereas, without cultivation, this ſweet garden had 
been a deſolate wilderneſs. Vile thiſtles had made it loath- 
ſome, and tangling briars inaccefſible. Without cultivation, it 
might have been a neſt for ſerpents, and the horrid haunt of 

Vor. I. 8 venomous, 


© 


t Perhaps it was from ſuch an obſervation, that the Greeks, thoſe 
eritical and refined judges of things, expreſſed the Mundane ſiſtem 
by a word, which figaities beauty —— zoo c:. 

* Thoſe ſeveral living creatures, which are made for our ſer- 
vice or ſuſtenance, at the ſame time, either fill the woods with 
their muſic, furniſh us with game, or raiſe pleafing ideas in us by 
the delightfulneſs of their appearance. Fountains, lakes, and ri- 
vers, are as refreſhing to the imagination, as to the foil through 
which they paſs.” >PuCT. Vol, V. No. 387. 

+ Omnis copia narium. Hoa. 
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venomous creatures. But the ſpade and pruning-knife, in th 
hand of induſtry, have improved it into a fort of terreſtrial p- 
radiſe. 

How naturally does this lead our contemplation to the ad 
vantages which flow from a virtuous education ; and the miſe 
ries which enſue from the neg/eF of it !\—The mind withor 
early inſtruction, will, in all probability, become like „ th 
vineyard of the ſluggard. If left to the propenſities of its ow 
depraved will, what can we expect, but the moſt luxurian 
growth of unruly appetites; which in time will break fort 
mto all manner of ſcandalous irregularities? What ?—by 
that anger, like a prickly thorn, arm the temper with an ur 
tractable moroſeneſs: pee viſbneſt, like a ſtinging nettle, rende 
the converſation irkſome and forbidding : avarice, like fon 
choaking weed, teach the fingers to gripe, and the hands t 
oppreſs: revenge, like ſome poifonous plant, replete with ban: 
ful juices, rankle in the breaſt, and meditate miſchief to i! 
neighbour : while unbridled uf, like fome ſwarms of noiſom 
inſects, taint each rifing thought, and render “ every imag 
nation of the heart only evil continually.” Such, are the 
tual productions of ſavage nature! Such, the furniture of th 
uncultivated ſoul! 

Whereas, let the mind be put under the “ nurture and ad 
monition of the Loxn.” Let holy diſcipline clear the foil 
let ſacred inſtructions ſow it with the beſt ſeed; let fill an 
vigilance dreſs the riſing ſhoots; direct the young ideas, ho- 
to ſpread ; the wayward paſſions, how to move Ther 
what a different ſtate of the inner man, will quickly tak 
lace! Charity will breathe her ſweets, and hope expand he 
; the perſonal | virtues diſplay their graces, and the to 


_  - 
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* Negleflis urenda filix innaſcitur agris. Hor 
This transformation of the heart, and renewal of the fe, ar 
repreſented in Scripture, by umilitudes, very nearly allied to th 
images uſed above: —— God, by his ſanctitving Spirit, ail mat 
tbe foul as a watered garden, Under the operations of this d:vir 
principle, the deſart ſhall rejoice, and bloſſom as the roſe. Woereve 
it exerts the retining and ennobling energy, ** Inſtead of the thorn 
come up the fir-treez and inſtead of the briar, the myrtle-trer. 
Jer 2x3), 12. Jia. xx2v. 1. le. 13. 
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tial ones their fruits; the ſentiments become generous; the 
carriage endearing ; the life honourable und aſefal t. 
Ol that governors of families, and maſters of ſchoo/s, would 
watch, with a conſcientious ſolicitude, over the morals of their 
tender charge! What a pity it is, that the advancing genera- 
tion ſhould loſe theſe invaluable endowments, through any ſu- 
pineneſs in their inſtructors See ! with what affiduity, the 
euricus florift attends his little nurſery! He vivts them early 
and late; furniſhes them with the propereſt mould; ſupplies 
them with ſeaſonable moiſture ; guards them from the ravages 
of inſects; ſcreens them from the injuries of the weather; 
marks their ſpringing buds; obſerves them attentively, through 
their whole progreſs; and never intermits his anxiety, till he 
beholds them blown into full perfeftion.—And ſhall a range 
of painted leaves, which flouriſh to day, and to-morrow, fall 
to the ground ſhall theſe be tended, with more zealous 
application, than the exalted faculties of an immortal ſoul! 
Yet truſt not in cultivation alone. It is the bleſſing of the 
Almighty Huſbandman, which imparts ſuccgſi to ſuch labours 
of love. If Gop „ ſeal up the bottles of heaven,” and com- 
mand the clouds to with-hold their fatneſs, the beſt manured 
plot becomes a barren defart. And if HE reſtrain the dew of 
his heavenly benediction, all human endeavours miſcarry ; the 
rational plantation languiſhes ; our moſt pregnant hopes, from 
youths of the moſt promiſing genius, prove abortive. © Their 
root will be as rottenneſs, and their bloſſom will grow up as 
duſt *.”—Therefore, let parents plant; let tutors water; but let 
both look up to the Father of ſpirits, tor the deſired increaſe. 
On every fide, I eſpy ſeveral budding flowers. As yet they 
are like bales of cloth from the packer's warehouſe. Each is 


| wrapt 

t A teneris aſſueſcere tanti et! Vigo. 

— „ Vaottergor pete To Har 1 es er %% tr 1-41 
200 * π e To De, Akts row. 


The prineĩples we imbibe. and the habits we contract, in our ealy 
years, arc not matters of ſmall ment, but of the utmoſt conſequence 
imaginable They not only give a tranfient or ſuperficial tincturt 
to our ir appearance in liſe; but moſt commonly ſtamp the fort: 
of our e future conduct, and even of our eternal ſlate. 

: ® Iſa. v. 24. 
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wrapt within a ſtrong ineloſure, and its contents are tied toge 


ther by the firmeſt bandages. So that all their beauties li 
concealed, and all their ſweets are locked up.——Juſt ſuch j 
the nizgardly wrerch; whoſe aims are all turned inward, an 
meanly terminated upon himſelf. Who makes his own privat 
intereſts, or perſonal pleaſures, the ſole centre of his deſign: 
and the ſcanty circumference of his actions. 

Ere long, the ſearching beams will open theſe filken fold 
and draw them into a graceful expanſion. Then, what a love 
huſh will glow in their cheeks; and what a balmy odour en 
Dale from their boſoms!—— So, when divine grace ſhines up: 
rhe inind, even © the.chburl becomes beautiful.” The heart 
ont is taken away; anda heart of fleſh, a heart ſuſceptib 
of the ſofteſt, mot compaſſionate emotions, is introduced | 
11s {rew!, O! how fweerly do the ſocial affections dilate then 
101405, urder 1 benign ar influence! Juſt like theſe diſclofir 
Some, under he pow: 1ful eye of day. The tender regard 
2-2 0 longer eto a fingle object: but extend themſelv 
ite 2.02014 concern for mankind, and ſhed liberal retreſ! 
HIEDtS an all with their reach 9. 

Arie, then, thou Sun of righteouſneſs; ariſe, with healin 
unde ty wings; and transfuſe thy gentle, but penetratit 
27, :1r0ugh all our intellectual powers. Enlarge every na 
7-4.) 11; poſition, and fill us with a diffuffve benevolence. Mal 
oom in our breaſts, for the whole human race; and teach 
to love all our fellow-creatures, for the amiable Creator's _ 


— 


$ The prophet, deſcribiug the charit«h temper, very beautift 
by ago; „If thou draw out thy ſoul to the hungry! This 
thin”, may not improperly be illuſtrated by the circumitances 0 
ſerved above. The opeving of thoſe buds into a large and exte 
five ſpread, is a pretty portrait of the amplitude of a generous hea 
which cannot ſhut up ics compaſſion, or remain uncuncerned at 2 
human calamity. The freeneſs and copiouſneſs, with which t 
expanded flvers art continually pcuring out their choiceſt eſſene 
may repreſent the various acts of an unwearied liberality ; togetk 
with thoſe endearing words, and that cordial affection, which e 
balm as it were, a gift; double its value; and conſtitute what t 
ſacred penman ſtylegy Drawing oat the foul, Deprompſcris animn 
tuam, Ifa. lviii. 10. 
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May we be pleaſed with their excellencies, and rejoice in their 
happineſs; but feel their miſeries as our own, and with a bro- 
ther's ſympathy, haſten to relieve them! 

Diſpoſed at proper diſtances, I obſerve a range of ſtrong and 


flately flalks. They ſtand like towers, along the walls of a for- 


tified city; or riſe like lofty ſpires, amidſt the group of houſes. 
They part, at the top, into ſeveral penfile ſpiky pods. From 
each of which, we ſhall ſoon ſee a fine figure diſplaying itſelt: 
raum led into a form, which conſtitutes a perfect circle; ſpread 
wide open, into the moſt frank and communicative air; and 
tinged with the colour, which is ſo peculiarly captivating to the 
miſer's eye, | 

But the property I chiefly admire, is its paſſionate fondne/+ 
for the ſun. When the evening ſhades take place, the poor 
flower droops, and folds up its leaves. It mourns all the long 
night, and pines amidit the gloom, like ſome forlorn lover, 
baniſhed from the object of his affections. No ſooner does 
providence open © the eye-lids of the morning,” but it meets + 
and welcomes the returning lightz courts and careſſes it, all 
the day; nor even loſes fight of the refulgent charmer, ſo long 
as he continues above the horizon — In the morning, you may 
perceive it, preſenting a golden boſom to the eaſt; at noon, it 

ints upward to the middle iky; in the evening, follows the 

attractive influence to the welt. 

Surely, nature is a book, and every page rich with facred 
hints. To an attentive mind, the garden turns preacher, and 
its blooming tenants, are fo many lively ſermons. What an 
engaging pattern, and what an excellent leſſon, have we here 
E the redeemed of the Lo RD e wnto Ius us tf, and be con- 

med to their beloved. Let us all be Harrer (it I may uſe 
the expreſſion) to the Sun of rightezu/re/ſ5. Let our paſſions 
riſe and fall; take this courſe or that; as his word determines, 
as his holy example guides. Let us beſo accommodated, both 
to his commanding and providential will, as the wax is turned 
| to 


+ —— Ulla ſuam, quanvis radics tenetur, 


Fertiitur ad jolem ———— Ov1:2, 
1 Heb. xii. 2. | 
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to the imprinted ſeal; or, as the aſpect of this enamoureg 
flower, to the ſplendid ftar, which creates our day. 

In every enjoyment, O thou watchful Chriſtian, look unto 
Ixs us; receive it as proceeding from his love, and purchaſed 
by his agonies *. In every tribulation look unto Ixsus; 
mark his gracious hand, managing the ſcourge, or mingling the 
bitter cup; attempering it to a proper degree of ſeverity; ad- 
juſting the time of its continuance; and ready to make theſe 
ſeeming diſaſters, productive of real good. In every in- 
firmity and failing, look unto Ixs us, thy merciful High Prieſt; 
pleading his atoning blood, and making interceſſion for tranſ. 
greſſors. In every prayer look unto JEsvs, thy prevailing 
Advocate; recommending thy devotions, and “ bearing the 
in'quity of thy holy things +.” —In every temptation look unto 
]EsUs, the Author of thy Trength, and Captain of thy falva- 
ion; whoalone is able to lift up the hands which hang down, 
to invigorate the enfeebled knees, and make thee more than 
conqueror over all thy enemies.——But eſpecially, when the 
hour of thy departure approaches ; when, * thy fleth and thy 
heart fail!“ when all the forings of lite are irreparably break- 
ing; ten look unto JesuUs with a believing eye 1. Like ex- 
Piring S:ph5en, behold him ſtanding at the right hand of God, 
on purpoſe to fuccour his people, in this their laſt extremity. 
Yes, my Chriſtian friend; when thy journey through lite is 
finiſhed, and thou art arrived on the very verge of mortality; 
when thou art juſt launching out into the invitible world, and 
all before thee is vaſt eternity; then, O then, be ſure to look 
ſtedfaſily unto JesuUs! © See by faith the Lord Cnxisr.“ 
View, him as the only way +4, to the everlaſting manſions; as 
the only dier g, to the abodes of bliſs. 

Yonder tree, which faces the ſouth, has ſomething too re- 
markable, to paſs without obſervation.——Like the 3 
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He ſunk bencath our heavy woes, 
To raiſe us to his throne : 

4% There's not a giſt his havd beftows, 
& But coſt his heart a groan.” Warrs. 

+ Exod. xxviii. 38. 
| t Lok unto ME, and be ye ſaved, all the ends of the earth, 


Iſa. xlv. 22. 
+ Join xiv. 6. John x. 9. 
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though feeble vine, ſhe brings fotth a large family of branches; 
but, unable to ſupport them herſelf, commits them to the tui- 
tion of a funny wall. As yet, the tender twigs have ſcarce 
their future bloſſoms. However, I may anticipate 
the well-known productions; and picture to myſelf the paſſion- 
flower ; which will, in due time, with a long and copious ſuc- 9 8 
ceſſion, adorn the boughs. 14 
I have read, in a Latin author, of flowers inſcribed with the | 1, 
names of kings *: but here is one, emblazoned with the marks | 
of the bleeding Prince of life. I read, in the infpired writings | Ml 
of lic men; who bore about in their bodies, the dying 
of the Lon D Js us g: but, here is a blooming religioſo, that car- 
ries t memorials of the ſame tremendous and fatal ca- J 
Who would have expected to find ſuch a tragedy 
of woe, exbibited in a collection of the moſt delicate delights ? | | 
or to ſee Calvary's horrid ſcene, pourtrayed on the ſoſteſt or- * = 
naments of the garden? ls nature then actuated by the no- 1 
ble ambition of paying commemorative honours, to her agoniz- 
ing” Sovereign? Is ſhe kindly officious to remind forgetful | 
mortals, of that miracle of mercy; which it is their duty to + þ 
contemplate, and their happineſs to believe? —Or, is a ſportive U ö 
imagination my interpreter; and all the ſuppoſed reſem- 1 
blance no more N n Be it ſo: 
even fancy has merit, w e „in ſuch pleaſing | 
imagery, the crucified JesUs Nor ſhallI refuſe a willing re- 
gard, to imagination herſelf; when ſhe employs her creative 
powers, to revive the ſenſe of ſuch unparalelled love, and 
prompt my gratitude to ſo divine a Friend. 
That ſpiral tendyil, ariſing from the bottom of the talk; is 
it a repreſentation of the /courge, which laſhed the Redeemer's 
unſpotted fleſh ; and inflicted thoſe ſtripes, by which our fouls 
U are healed? Or, is it twiſted for the cord, which bound his 
| hands in painful and ignominious confinement : thoſe beneficent 
hands, which were inceſſantly ſtretched out to unlooſe the 
beavy burdens, and to impart bleſſings of every choice kind? 
—— Behold the nails, which were drenched in his ſacred veins, 
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Dic. guibus in terris inſcripti nomina regum 
Naſcantur flores ? 
$ 2 Cor, iv. 19» 
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his feet to the accurſed tree: 


and moſſy, which drove the 


rugged irons the ſhivering nerves; and forced a paſ. 
ſage for thoſe between the diſlocated bones, 
—— View royal Maſter's brow, 
and 

the 

haurel, 
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DD 
that publiſheth peace, briageth good tidings of good, that 

kiſheth falvation P If Bd. 9 © 11 * 
5 They took the reed, ſays the facred hiſtorian, and ſinote him on 
the head ; and ſo, as it were, ** nailed down the thorm into his fore · 
head and temples, and occafioned thereby exquiſite pain, as well as 
a great effuſion of blood.” Family Expoſitor, Vol. LI. Sect. 188, 
,t is moſt probable, adds the ſame judicious critic, this was a 
walking-ſtaff, which they put into his hand as a „ for a blow 


with a flight reed would ſcarce have been felt, or have deſerved a 
meation 1n a detail of ſuch dreadful ſufferings.” 
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Muſt ſmart and agonize at ev'ry pore. 
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their Loo to the laſt extremity, or dropping honourably 
by his fide. But they did give ſuch proofs of zeal and fideli- 
ty in their conduct, as their ſteady poſture, and determined 


aſpect, ſeem to promiſe? Alas! what is all human firmneſs, 


when deſtitute of ſuccours from above, but an expiring va- 
jour? What is every faint, if unſupported by powerful grace, 
but an abandoned traitor ?—Obſerve the glory, delineated in 
double rays, grand with imperial purple, and rich with zthere- 
al blue. Bat ah ! how incapable are threads; though ipun by 
ſummer's fineſt hand; though dyed in ſnows, or dipped in hea- 
ven; to diſplay the immaculate excellency of his human, or 
the incffable majeſty of his divine nature ! compared with 
theſe ſublime per fections, the moſt vivid ati-mblage of colours, 
fades into an wnmeaning flatueſs; the moſt chariniag effects of 
light and ſhade, are not only the mere daubliags, but an abſo- 
lute blank. i | 

Among all the beauties, which ſhine in ſunny robes, and fip 
the ſilver dews; this, I think, has the noble/t import, if not the 
finefl preſence. Were they all to paſs in review, and expect the 
award of ſuperiority from my decifion; I ſLouid not heſitate a 
moment. Be the prize aſſigned to this amiable candidate; 
which has ſo emineatly diftinguiſhed, and fo highly dignified 
herſelf, by bearing ſuch a remarkable reſemblance to + The 
Righteous Rranch; the Plant of Renown “.“ While others 
appoint it a Place in the parterre; I would tranſplant the pal- 
ſion flower, or rather transfer its ſacred ſigniſicancy to my 
heart. There let it bloom, both in ſummer and in winter; 
bloom, in the moſt impreſſive characters, and with an unde- 
caying luſtre. That I alſo may wear—wear on my very ſoul, 
the traces of I:1MANUEL 3 pierced for my tins, and bruiſed 
for my tranſgreſſions. That I allo may „ be crucified with 
Cunts +;” at leaſt in penitential remorſe, and affectionate 
ſympathy. That I may © know the fellowthip of his ſuffer- 
ings ;“ and feel all my evil affections wounded by his agonies, 
mertified by his death. T2 

There is another ſubject of the verdant kingdom, which, on 
account of its very uncommon qualities, Cemands my particu- 

Vor. I. s \ | lar 
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Zo the bleſſed J-ſus is deſerided, LrAxIii. 5. £22k. xxx. 29. 
1 Gal. ii. 20. 1 Phil, iii. 10. 
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lar notice. One fo extremely diffident in hes diſpoſition, and 
delicate in her conſtitution; that ſhe dares not venture herſelf 
abroad in the air: but is nurſed up in the warmth of a 
hot-bed, and lives cloiſtered in the cells of a green-beuſe. But 
the moſt curious peculiarity is, that, of all their KEindre' fpe. 
cies, ſhe alone partakes of perceptive life; at leaſt advances 
neareſt to this more exalted ſtate of being; and may be looked 


upon as the link, which connects the animal and the vegetable 


world. A ſtranger, obſerving her motions, would almoſt be 
induced to ſuſpect, that ſhe is endued with ſume inferior de- 

of conſciouſneſs and caution. For, it you offer to handle 
this ſenſtiue plant, ſhe immediately tak es an alarm; haſtily con- 
tracts her fibres, and like a perſon under apprehenſions of vio- 
lence, with/raxws from your finger in a kind of precipitate di/- 
erder. Perhaps, the beauty of her might be ſullied, or 
the niceneis of her texture diſcompoſed by the human touch. 
Therefore, like a coy virgin, the recedes from all un becoming 
familiarities, and will admit no tuch improper, if not pernicious 
freedoms. 

Whatever be the cauſe of this unuſual effect, it ſuggeſts an 
inſtructive adinonition to the Chriſtian. Sve ſhoukl be our 
apprehenfive timorous care, with regard to ſin; and ail, even 
the moſt diſtant approaches of vice. S thould we avoid the 
very appearance ot evi}, and ftand aloot from every occaſion of 
falling. —lf finners entice; if forbiddeu pleaſures tempt; or if 
opportunity beckon with the gain of injuttice in her hand; O! 
turn from the gilded fnare; touch not the beauteous bane ; but 
fly, fly with hatte, fly without any delay, from the bewitching 
ruin. s anger draw near with her lighted turck, to 
kindle the flame of refentment in our breaiis ? Does fall. 
ply our ears with her enchanting and intoxicating whiſpers : 
Would diſcontent lay her leaden hand upon our tzmper, and 
mould into our minds her four leaven, iu order to make 2s 2 
burden to our ſelves, and unamiable to others? Initantly let us 
eivert our attention from the dangerous objeéts; and not 19 
anch endeavuur to antidete, as to uu the mortal contagion. 
let us revolve in our meditations that wonderful meekneſs of 
our diſtreſſcal Maſter 3 which, amidit the moit abuive and pro- 
voking inſults, maintained an nnitorm tenour of unthaken ſere- 
nicy, Let us contaniplate that prodigious humilia ton, which 
oroutzkt bim from an infinite height abve all worlds, to make 
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his bed in the duſt of death. Let us ſoothe our jarring, our 
- uneaſy paſſions, with the remembrance of that chearfulneſs and 
on, which rendered him, in the deepeſt poverty, un- 
feignedly thankful; and, under the heavieſt tribulations, moſt 
ſubmiſſively patient. | | 
Harbour not, on any conſideration, the betrayer of your vir- 
tue. Be deaf, inflexibly deaf, to every beguiling ſolicitation, 
If it obtrude into the unguarded heart; give it entertainment, 
no, not for a moment. To parley with the enemy, is to open 2 
door for deſtruction. Our ſafety conſiſts in flight; and, in 
this caſe, ſuſpicion is the trueſt prudence ; fear, the greateſt 
bravery.-———Play not on the brink of the precipice. Flut- 
ter not round the edges of the flame. Dally not with the 
ſtings of death. But reject, with a becoming mixture of ſolici- 
tude and abhorrence, the very firſt inſinuations of iniquity; 
as cautiouſly, as the ſmarting fore ſhrinks even from the ſofteſt 
hand ; as conſtantly, as this jealous plant recoils at ihe approach- 
ing touch b 
T 2 Noe 


* The* prophet Zfaiah, in an elegant and lively deſeription of 
the upright man, ſays, * he fhaketh his hands from holding of \ bs ©: | 
bribes; and, | may add, from practiſing any kivd of iviquity. | | 
The image, exceedingly beautiful, and equally expreſſive, both illuſ- 
trates and enforces the doctrine of this whole ſcAion : — Shakoth 
his bands ; juſt as a perſon would do, who happens to have burning 
reals fallen into hia lap, or ſome venomous creature faltening upon 
his fleſh. Ia ſuch a cafe, none would ſtand a mament to conuder, 
er to debate with himſelf the expediency of the thing, He would 
inſlantly fling off the pernicious incumbrance, inſtartly endeavour 
to diſengage himſelf from the clingiog miſchicf — ta. xx xiii. 16. 

I have repreſented the danger of not extinguiſhing immediately 
the very fr ff ſparks of temptation, in a variety f views. Becaule a 
proper behaviour; in this conjuncture, is of ſuch vaſt importance to 
the purity, the ſafety, and the comfort of our minds. —— Becauſe, 

I had the royal mos aliſt in my eye, who Ceterring his pupils fron, 
the path of the wicked, cries, with an air of deep coucetu, aud in 
the language of vehement importunity, cries © Avoid it; paſs not 
by it; turn from it, and paſs away.” How firongly is the c:.unſel 
urged, by being ſo /requently repeated, in ſuch a rtemarkabl. diver- 


ſity of conciſe and abrupt, conſequently of forcivle and preſſiug ad- 
Mmonitiuns ! Prov, iv. 15. | 
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Not long ago, theſe curious productions of the ſpring, were 
coarſe and mis-ſhapen roots. Had we opened the earth, and 
beheld them in their ſced, how uncouth and contemptible had 
their appearance been But now, they are the boaſt of na- 
ture; the delight of the ſons of men; finiſhed patterns for ena. 
melling and embroidery ; outſhining even the happieſt ſtrokes 

. of the pencil. They are taught to bloom, but with a very in- 
ferior luſtre +, in the richeſt tapeſtries, and moſt maguiſicent 
ſilks. Art never attempts to equal their incomparable ele- 
gancies; but places all her merit in copying after theſe delicate 
origmals. Even thoſe, who glitter in ſilver, or vhoſe cloathing 
is of wrought gold; are defirous to borrow additional orna- 
ments, from a fprig of jeflamine, or a little af{cmblage of pinks, 

What a fine idea way we form, from hence, of the e rec- 
tion of the , and the ſtate of their re-animated bodies ! A; 
the roots even of our choiceſt flowers, when depoſited in the 
ground, are rude and ungraceful ; but, when they ſpring up 
to blooming life, are molt elegant and ſplendid fo, the fleſu 

of a faint, when committed to the duſt, alas! what is it? A 
heap of corruption; a maſs of putrefying clay, But, when it 
obeys the great Archangel's call, and ftarts into a new exiſt- 
ence; what an aſtoniſhing change enſues! What a molt en- 
*.ohi:1ng improvement takes place |! That which was fown 
in weakneſs, is raiſed in all the vivacity of p2wer. That which 
was fown in deformity, is raiſed in the bloom of celeſtial beaut;. 
Exalted, reſined, and glorified, it will ſhine “ as the briglu- 
nets of the firmament,” when it darts the inimitable blue, 
through the fleeces—the ſnowy fleeces of ſome cleaving cloud. 

Fear not, then, thou faithful Chriſtian ; fear not, at the ap- 
pointed time, to deſcend into the tomb. Thy iu thou mayeſt 
traſt with thy omnipotent Redeemer, who is Lorp of the 
unſcen world; “ who has the keys of hell, and of death.“ 
Moſt ſafely mayeſt thou truſt thy better part, in thol2 benefi- 
cent hands, which were pierced with nails, and faſtened to the 

ignominious 


ä 


— = 2 —_— 


+ I he cowſlip ſmiles in brighter yel/owy dreſt, 

Than that which veils the nubil virgin's breaſt ; 

A fiirer rel tands bluſhing in the roſe, 

Tien that which on the biidegroom's veſtments flows. 
Parun's SN 
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inious tree, for thy ſalvation.— With regard to thy 


earthly tabernacle, be not difmayed. It is taken down, only to 


be rebuilt upon a diviner plan, and in a more heavenly form. 
If it retires into the ſhadow of death, and lies immured in 
the gloom of the grave; it is only to return, from a ſhort 
confinement, to endleſs liberty. If it falls into diſſolution, it 
is in order to riſe more illuſtrious from its ruins; and wear an 
infinitely brighter face of perfection, and of glory. 

Having now, made my panegyric ; let me, next, take up a 
lumentatiom, for theſe lovelieſt productions of the vegetable 
world. For, I foreſee their approaching doom. Yet a lit- 
tle while, and all theſe pleaſing ſcenes vaniſh. Yet a little 
while, and all the fweets of the breathing, all the beauties of 
the blooming ſpring, are no more. Every one of theſe amia- 
ble forms, muſt be thrivelled to deformity, and trodden to the 
earth. Significant reſemblance this, of all created beauty. 
« All fleſh is graſs;“ like the green herbage, liable and prone 
to fade. Nay, © all the goodtineſs thereof,” its fineſt accom- 
pliſhments, and what the world univerſally admires, © is as 
the flower of the field +;” which loſes its gloſs, decays and 
perithes, more ſpeedily than the graſs itſelt. Behold then, 
ye brighteſt among the daughters of Eve; behold yourſelves, 
in this glaſs. See the charms of your per/on eclipſed, by the 
luſtre of theſe little flowers; and the frailty of your fate re- 
preſented , by their tranſient glories. A fever may icorch 

thoſe 
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The reader will excnſe me, if I imitate, rather than fra“ 
theſe lines from Th-2critus. If I vary one image, add another, 
and give a new turn to the whole. 

When ſnows defcend, and robe the fie da 
In Winter's bright array: 

Tonch'd by the ſun, the ludre fades, 
And wzeps itfelf away... 


hen 
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thoſe poliſhed veins; a conſumption may emaciate the dimp, 
ling cheeks; and a load of unexpecte.l ſorrows, depreſs thoſe 
Lvely ſpirits. Or ſhould theſe dfaſters, in pity, ſpare the ten. 
der frame; yet age, inexorable age and wrinkles, will afſured. 
ly come at lait; will wither all the fine features, and blaſt eve, 
ry ſprightly grace. 

Then, ye fair, when thoſe ſparkling eyes are darkened, and 
fink in their orbs; when they are rolling in agonies or ſwim- 
ming in death; How will you ſuſtain «the affliction? How 
will you repair the loſs 7 Apply your thoughts to religion: 
Attend to the one thing needful. Believe in, and imitate, the 
bleſſed JESUS. Then ſhall your fouls mount up to the realm: 
of happineſs; when the well-propertioned clay is mingling 
with its mean original. The light of GoD's countenance will 
irradiate, with matchleſs and conſummate perfection, all their 
exalted faculties. Cleanſed entirely from every dreg of corrup- 
tion, like ſome unſullied mirror, they will reflect the complete 
Image of their Creator's holineſs. —O! that you would thus 


drefe 
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When Spring appears; when violets blow, 
And ſhed a rich perfume; 


Ho ſoon the fragrance breathes its laſt] 
How ſhort liv'd is the bloom! 


Freſt in the morn. the Summer roſe 
Hangs withering ere 'tis noon; 

We ſcarce enjoy the balmy gift, 
But mœurn the pleaſurt gone. 


With gliding. fire, an evening ſtar 
Streaks the Autumnal ſkies; 

Sbook from the ſphete. it darts awag, 
And, in an inflaat, dies. 


Such are the charms'that flaſh the cheek, 
And ſparkle ia the eve: 

So, from ih: lovely fiuiſhd form 

Tue tranhent graces fly. 


To this the Seafong, as they roll, 
Their atieſtation bring: 

hey warn the fair; their ev'ry round 
Cgafirme the truth | fivg, 
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treſe your minds, and prepare for the immortal ſtate! Then, 

from ſhining — your fellow-creatures on earth; you ſhall 

be tranflated, to ) 

from being the ſweeteners of our life, and the delight of our 
here below; your ſhall paſs, by an eafy tranſition, into 

angels of light; and become «© an everlaſting excellency, the 

joy of ail generations.” | 

« Yes; ye flowery nations, ye muſt all decay.” ——Yonder 
lily, that looks like the queen ot the gay creation See, how 
gracefully it erccts its majeſtic head! What an air of dignity 
and grandeur ennobles its aſpect! For elevated mein, as well 
as for incomparable luſtre, juſtly may it be preferred to the 
magnificent monarch of the eaſt *. But, all ſtately and charm- 
ing as it is, it will hardly ſurvive a few more days. That un- 
ſpotted whiteneſs, muſt quickly be tarniſhed; and the ſnowy 
torm, defiled in the duſt. 

As the lily pleaſes, with the noble fimplicity of its appear- 
ance; the tulip is admired, for the gaiety and multiplicity of 
its colours. Never was cup ever painted, or enamelled, with 
ſuch a profuſion of dyes. Its tinges are ſo glowing; its contraſts 
ſo ſtrong; and the arrangement of them both fo elegant and 
artful ! —"T'was lately the pride of the border, ar1 the reign- 
ing beauty of the delightful ſeaſon. As exquiſitely fine as the 
rainbow, and almoſt as extremely tranſient. It ſpread, for a 
liitle moment, its glittering plumage ; but has now laid all 
ts variegated and ſupericr honours down. Thoſe radiant 
ſtripes are blended, alas! rudely blended with common mould. 

Lo a graceful ſhape, and blooming complexion, the re adds 
the mott agreeable perfume. Our noſtrils make it repeated 
viſits, and are ncver weary of drinking in its ſweetz. A tra- 
grance, ſo peculiarly rich and reviving, tranſpires from its 
opening tufts; that every one covets its acquaintance. low 
have I ſetn even the accomplithed C+ar:;a, for whom ſo ma- 
ny votaries languiſh, fondly careſſing this little flower! That 
Ively boſom, which is the ſeat of innocence and virtue; 
whote leaſt exce!lency it is, to rival the delicacy of the pureſt 
lnows; among a thouſand charms of its own, thinks it pulible 

to 
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® faith. vi. 29. 


ine around the throne of Gop. Then, 
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to another from the -damaſk roſe bud.——Yet, even 
this univerſal favourite muſt fail. Its native balm cannot pre. 
ſerve it from putrefaftion. Soon, ſoon, muſt it reſign a 
thoſe endearing qualities; and hang neglected on its ſtem, or 
drop deſpiſed to the ground. | 
One could wiſh, methinks, theſe moſt amiable of the inani. 
mate race, a longer exiſtence ; but in vain. They fade, almoſt 
as ſoon as they flouriſh. Within leſs than a month, their pig. 
ries are extinft. Let the ſun take a few more journeys thro 
the ſky; then viſit this enchanting walk; and you will find no- 
thing, but a wretched wilderneſs of ragged or naked ſtalks.— 
But (my foul exults in the thought) the garment of celeſtial 
z/ory, which ſhall ere long array the 2988 body, will 
never wax old. The illuſtrious robes of a Saviour's conſum- 
mate righteouſne/ſ;, which even now adorn the juſtified ſpirit, 
are incorruptible and immortal. No moth can corode their 
texture; no number of ages ſully their brightneſs. The light 
of day may be quenched, and all the ſtars fink in obſcurity; 
but the honours of «juſt men made perfect,“ are ſubject to 
no diminution. Inextinguiſhable and unfading is the luſtre of 
Nes; ye flowery nations, ye muſt all decay.“ Wia- 
ter, like ſome enraged and irreſiſtible conqueror, that exrrics 
fire and ſword, wherever he advances: that Jemoliſhes towns; 
depopulates countries; ſpreads flaughter and defolation on eve- 
ry ſide 80, juſt fo, will winter, with his ſavage and uare- 
lenting blaſts, invade this beautiful protpect. The ſtorms are 
gathering, and the tempeſts muſtering their rage, to fall upon 
the vegetable kingdoms. They will ravage through the do- 
minions of nature; and plunder her riches, and lay walte her 
charms. Then, ye trees, muſt you ſtand ſtript of your 
verdant apparel; and, ye fields, be ſpoiled of your waving trca- 
ſures. Then, the earth, diſrobed of all her gay attire, nuſt 
fit in ſables, like a diſconſolate widow. The fun too, who ww 
rides in triumph round the world, and ſcatters gaiety fc ou 13 
radiant eye, will then look faintly from the windowe ie 
ſouth ; and, caſting a ſhort glance on our dejected wn, will 
leave us to the uncomfortable gloom of tedious ng! 
Then, theſe pretty choriſters of the air, will chan u mor: 
ro the gentle gales. The lark, the linnet, an Hall {tf asuer. 
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ed ſongſters, abandon their notes, and indulge their woes. 
The harmony of the wood: is at an end; and filence, (unleſs 
it be interrupted by howling winds) a ſullen ſilence fits brood- 
ing upon the boughs; which are now made votal by a thou- 
ſand warbling throats. 


» But (fweet recolleCtion ! raviſhing expectation !) the fongs of 


ſaints in light, never admit a pauſe for ſadneſs. All heaven 


will reſound with the melody of their gratitude; and all eter- 
nity echo to their triumphant acclamations. The halleſujahs 
of that world, and the harmouious joys of its inhabitants, will 
be as laſting as the divine perfections they celebrate. Come 
then, holy love, and tune my heart ; deſcend, celeſtial fire, and 
touch my tongue, that I may ſtand ready to ſtrike up, and bear 
my part, in that great hoſanna, that everlaſting hymn. 

« Yes; yes; ye flowery nations, ye muſt all decay“ — And, 
indeed, could you add the ſtrength of an oak, or the ſtability 
of a pyramid 3, to all the d-licacy of your texture: yet ſhort, 
exceeding ſhort, even then, would your admiration be. For « I 
ſee that all things come to an end.” The pillars of nature are 
tottering. The foundations of the round world are falling a- 
way. The heavens themſelves wax old like a garment.” — 
But, amidſt theſe views of general ruin, here is our ref+72 
this is our conſolation; © We know that our Redeemer 1”? 

Vor. I: 9 Thy 


n 


t I know not any performances, in which the rragſitary nature of 
theſe molt durable monnments of human grandeur, i hinted with 
ſuch a medeit air of inftruQtion, or their hideous ruin deſcribed, in 
ſuch a romp of plcaſing horror, as in a ſmall, but ſolemn, pic- 
tureſque, and majeſtic poem, entitled, Lu. rviie cy Roms, writ- 
ten by the Rev Mr. Dyes: whom the reavc- {it nt has the plez- 
ſure of perufing that beautiful piece) will eaſily perceive, to hase 
taken his draughts from the originals themic.ves; 24 nothing but 
the igt of thoſe magnificent remains, could have inſpired his li- a 
with ſuch vivacity. As 2 ſpecimen of the work, and a car - 


mation of the remark ſuggeſted above, I take leave to tranicribe 
the following paſſage : 


The Pilgrim oft, 

At dead of night, mid his oraiſon hears 

Aghaſt the voice of time, diſparting tow'rs 
Tumbling all precipitate down daſh'd, 
Rattling around, loud thund“ irg to the moon, 
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Thy years, bleſſed JEsvs, ſhall not fail. From everlaſting to 
everlaſting Thou art ſtill the fame: the fame moſt excellent 
and adorable Perſon; the fame omnipotent and faithful Friend; 
the fame all-ſufficient and ĩneſtimable Portion. O] may we 
but partake of thy merits ;_ be fanctified by thy grace; and re- 
ceived into thy glory —— Then periſh, it ye will, all inferior 
delights. Let all that is ſplendid in the ſkies, expire; and all 
that is amiable in nature, be expunged. Let the whole extent 
of crea ion, be turned again into one undiſtinguiſhable void 
one univerſal blank. — et, if Gop be ours, we ſhall hae 
enough. If Gon be ours, we ſhall have all, and abound l. All 
that our circumſtances can want, or our wiſhes crave, to make 
us inconceivably bleſſed and happy. Bleſſed and happy, not 
only through this little interval of time, but through the un- 
meaſurable revolutions of eternity. 

"The /un is now come forth in his ſtrength; and beats fierce- 
ly upon my throbbing pulſe. Let me retire to yonder in- 
viting arber. There, the woodbines retain the lucid drop; 
there, the jeſſamines, which line the verdant alcove, are (till 
wnpearled, and deliciouſly wet with dews. Welcome, ve 
. refreſhing ſhades ! I feel, I feel, your chearing influence. My 
languid ſpirits revive; the flickened finews are new: ſtrung; 
and life bounds briſker, through all her crimſon channels. 

Reclined on this mofly couch; and ſurrounded by this fra- 
grant coldneſs; let me renew my aſpirations, to the ever pre- 
fent Deity Here let me remember, and imitate, the pious 
Auguſtine, and his mother Monica Who, being engaged in 
diſcourſe on the beauties of the viſible creation; roſe, by theſe 
hdders, to the glories of the inviſible ſtate. Till they were in- 
ipired with the moſt Mecting ſenſe, of their ſuper eminent ex- 
cellency; and actuated with the moſt ardent breathings, after 
their full enjoyment. Inſomuch, that they were almoſt wrapt 
up into the bliſs, they contemplated ; and ſcarce “ knew, 
whether they were in the body, or out of the body.” 

When tempeſts toſs the ocean: when plaintive fignals of diſ- 
treſs, are heard from the bellowing deep; and melancholy to- 

kens 


a _- 


. 


F His hand the good man ne on the ſkies, 
And bids earth roll, nor fecls the idle whirl. 
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ens of k, come floating on the foaming ſurge ; then 
how delightful to ſtand fafe on ſhore, and hug one's ſelf in 
conſcious ſecurity *! When a glut of waters burfts from 
ſome mighty torrent; ruſh:s headlong over all the neighbour- 
ing plains ; ſweeps away the helpleſs cattle; and drives the af- 
frighted ſhepherd from his hut: then, from the top of a dit- 
tant eminence, to deſcry the danger we need not fear ; how 
pleaſing! ——Such, niethinke, i; my preſent ſituatiun. For now, 
the fun blazes from on high; the air glows with his fire; the 
fields are rent with chinks; the runs are ſcorched ro duſt; 
the woods ſeem to contract a ſicklv aſpect, and a ruſſut hue 
the traveller, broiled as he rides, haſtens to his inn, and inter- 
- mits his journey; the labourer bathed in fweat, drops the 
ſcythe, and de ſiſts from his work; the cartle fice to ſome tha- 
dy covert, or elle pant and toſs under 1he burning nocn. I 
ven the ſtubborn rock, ſmit with the piercing bean, is ready 
to cleave. All things /angni/h, beneath the dazzling duluge 
While I ſhall enjoy a coo/ hour, and calm reflyction; amiclit the 

loom of this bowery receſs, which fcarce admits one ſpeck ct 
thine. 
Thus, may both the flock an their fiepherd “ dwell be- 


neath. the defence of the Moſt High, aud abide under the fn 


dow of the Almighty .“ Then, though f the p-7:/ence walketh 
in darknefs, and the fichreſs deftroycrh at noow day: though 
thouſands fall beſide us, and ten thouſands at our right-han' ; 
we need fear no evil. Either, the deſtroying angel thall paſs 
over our houſes; or elſe, he ſliall diſpenſe the corrections of a 
friend, not the ſcourges of an enemy; Which, inſtead of aurt- 
ing us, ſhall work for our * Ihen, though profiinere/s 

| 2 | and 
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* As Lucretius gave the hint for theſe obſersations; {> he at- 
fipgns the reaſon of the pleaſure ſpecified It ariſes, nor from the 
conſideration of another's miſery ; this would argue the rankett ma- 
levolence : but from the agrecahle cont-myletion of our 9 
ſonal ſaſety; ich, while we view circurpilarc:s thut are ben nls: 
ous to others, but harinleſs to our alves, is not 3 little neightencd ty 
the contrall. Suave mari mans, & e. 
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and su, fix more malignant evils, breathe deadly conta. 
Steigt the morals of multitudcs arcund us; yet, if the 
creat Father at ſpirits hide us in the nellow of his hand, ve 
tal hold fait gur integrity, and be faithgul unto death. 

Let then, deareſt Loa p, O! let thy ſervant, and the people 
committed to his care, Le received into thy protection. Let us 
take ſanctuary under tat tree of hije, erected in thy ignomini- 
ous croſs. Let us fly for ſafety to that .ity of refuge, opened 
in thy bleeding wounds. Thete ſhall be a ſacred hiding-place, 
not to be pierced by the flames of divine wrath, or the fiery 
darts of temptation. Thy dying merits, and perfect obedience, 
ſhall be to our ſouls, as rivers of water iu a dry place, or as 
the ſhadow cf a great rock in a weary land g.” 

But moſt of all, in that 4% tremendous day, when the hea- 
venus are rent aſunder, and wrapped up like a ſcroll: when thy 
almighty arm ſhall arreſt the ſun in his career, and dath to 
pieces the ſtructure of the vniverſe: when the dead both ſmall 
and great, ſhall be gathered before the throne of thy glory; 
and the fates of all mankind, hang on the very point of a 
final irreverſible deciſion: Then, bleſſed IR SUS, let us be 
owned by thee, and we {hall not be he, defended by thee, 
and we ſhall not be afraid. O! may we, at that wful, that 
unutterable important juncture, be covered with the wings of 
thy redeeming love, and we ſhall behold all the horrible con- 
valiions of expiring nature, with compoſure, with comfort! 
Ve ſhall even welcome the diflolution of all things, as the 
« times of refreſhing from the preſence of the LoR ||.” 

1TFkere are, I perceive, who will attend the flowers; and, in 
deuance ot the fun, ply their work on every expanded bloſſom. 
The her | mean. That nation ot chymiſts! To whom na- 
ture has communicated the rare and valuable ſecret of enrich - 
ing themſclves, without impoverithing others. Who extract 
the moſt delicious ſyrup, from every fragrant herb; without 
wounding its ſubſtance, or diminithing its odors. I take the 
more notice of theſe ingenious operators; becauſe I would wil- 
ingly make them my pattern f. While the gay butter}; 
natters her painted wings; and aips a little fantaſtic * 
only 


( Ifa. xxxu. 2. Acts iii. 19. 
1 Age apts matine 
Mate modigque 
Grata cargentis thymas Hos. 
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only for the moment. While the gloomy ſpider, worſe 
than idly is preparing his inſidious nets for deſtruction; 
or ſucking venom, even from the moſt wholeſome plants. 
This frugal community, are wiſely employed in providing for 
futurity 3 and collecting a copious ſtock of the moſt balmy trea- 
ſures And O] might theſe meditations fink into my foul! 
Would the Gop, who ſuggeſted each heavenly thought 3 
vouchſafe to convert it into an efabliſbed principle; to determine 


| all my inclinations, and regulate my whole conduct I I ſhould 


then gather advantages from the ſame blooming objects; more 


ſhould go home, laden with the riche/t ſweets, and the 1:95/:# 
ſpoils ; though I crop not a leaf, nor call a ſingle flower my own. 

Here I behold, aflembled in one view, almoſt all the various 
beauties, which have been ſeverally entertaining my imagina- 
tion. The vifas, ſtruck through an ancient wood, or formed 
by rows of venerable elms; conducting the ſpectator's obſer- 
vation to ſome remarkable object; or leading the traveller's 
footſteps to this delighttul feat :!—— The walls, enriched with 
trees, and faced with a covering of their leafy extenfions; I 
hould rather have faid, hung with different pieces of nature's 
nobleſt tapeſtry :!— —The walks, neatly ſhorn and lined with 
verdure; or finely ſmoothed, and coated with gravel: 'The 
alleys, arched with ſhades, to embower our noon-tide repoſe z 
or thrown open for the free acceſſion of air, to invite us to our 
evening fecreation ;—The decent edgings of box, which en- 
cloſe, like a plain flelvage, each beautiful compartment, and its 
ſplendid figures :——The ſhapely ever-greens, and flowering 
forubs ; which ſtrike the eye, and appear with peculiar dignity, 
in this diſtant fituation:——The 5% n, with its cryſt:1 fount, 
floating in the centre; and diffuſing an agreeable freſhneſs, 
through the whole: The waters, fallen from a remote 
caſcade : and gently murmuring, as they flow along the pebbles : 
—Theſe, added to the ret; and all fo difpoſed, that each re- 
commends, and endears each; render the whole, a moſt ſweet 
raviſhing ſcene, of order and variety, of elegance and magni- 
hcence. 

From ſo many lovely proſpects, cluſtering upon the ſight, it 
is impoſſible not to be reminded of heaven. That world of 
bliſs; thoſe regions of light; where the Lamb that was ſlain 
manifeſts his beatific preſence, and his faints live for ever- 

h more, 


precious than your golden ſtores, ye induſtrious artiſts. I alſo 
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more.———But O! what pencil can fketch ont a draught of 
that ly land! What colours, or what ſtyle, can exprey 
the ſplendors of IudMANMUEL's kingdom! Would ſome ce. 
leſtial hand draw afide the veil, but for one moment; and per. 
mit us to throw a ſingle glance, on thoſe divine abodes ; how 
would all ſublunary poſſeſſions become tarniſhed in our eyes, 
and grow flat upon our taſte! A glimpſe, a tranfient glimpſe of 
thoſe unutterable beatitudes, would captivate our ſouls, and en. 
groſs all their faculties. Eden itſelf, after ſuch a viſion, would 
appear a chearleſa deſart ; and all earthly charms, intolerable 


deformity. 

« Very excellent things are ſpoken of thee, thou city of 
God. .“ Volumes have been written, and thoſe by inſpired 
men, to diſplay the wonders of thy perfections. All that is 

rich and reſplendent in the viſible creation, has been called in 

to aid our conceptions, and elevate our ideas. But, indeed, no 
tongue can utter; no pen can deſcribe; no fancy can imagine; 

what Cop, of his unbounded munificence, has prepared for 
them that love him.—Seeing then, that all terreſtrial things 

muſt come to a ſpeedy end; and there remaincth a reſt, a 
bliſsful and everlaſting reſt for the people of Go; let me 
never be too fondly attached to my preſent ſatisfactions. Wezr- ( 
ed from whatever is temporal, may I maintain a ſuperior in- 
difference, for ſuch tranſitory enjoyments ; but long, long ear- 
neſtly, for the manſions that are above; the paradiſe, © which — 
the Lon» hatb planted, and not man.” Thither, may I tranſ- 
mit the chief of my converſation; and from thence expect the 
whole of my þ.1fpim/s. Be that the ſacred, powerful magnet, 
which ever influences my heart; ever attracts my affections. 
There, are ſuch tranſcendent glories, as eye has not fern: 
There, are fuch tranſporting pleaſures, as ear has not heard: 
There, is ſuch a fulneſs of joys, as the thought of man cannot 
conceive. — 

Into that confemmate felicity; thoſe eternal fruitions ; per- 
mit me, Madam, to with you, in due time, an abundant en- 
trance: and to afli:re you, that this wiſh is breathed, with the 
4a4me ſincerity and ardor, for wy honoured correſpondent, as 
it is, hiabaM, er, 

Nur maſi obcaicnt, &c. 
| J. Herver. 
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With joy, with grief, that healing hand I ſee; 
The Kies it form'd, and jet it bled for me. N 
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A Deſcant upon Creation. 


* 


P the reader pleaſes to look back on page 127; he will find 
me engaged by a promiſry note, to ſubjoin a DESCANT 
upon CRE AT JON. | | 

To know the love of CyrrsT;” to have ſuch a deep ap- 
prehenſion of his unſpeakable kindneſs, as may produce in cur 
hearts an adoring gratitude, and an unfeigned faith ; this ac- 
cording to St. Paul”; eſtimate, is the higheſt and happieſt at- 
tainment in the facred ſcience of Chriſtianity + What follows, 
isan attempt to aſſiſt the attentive mind, in learning a line or 
two of that beſt and greateſt leſſun. It introduces the mot 
conſpicuous parts of the viſible ſyſtem, as ſo many prompters 
to our dull affeftions; each ſuggeſting a hint, adapted to the 
| occaſion, and ſuitod to its reſpective character. 

Can there be a more powerful incentive to devout gratitude, 
than to conſider the magnificent and delicate ſcenes of the uni- 
verſe, with a particular reference to CHRIST, as the Creator? 
Every object, viewed in this light, will ſurely admini- 
fer inceſfant recruits to the languiihing lamp ot divine love. 
Every production in nature will ſtrike a ſpark into the foul; 
and the whole creation concur, to raiſe the ſmoaking flax into 

a flame. 

Can any thing impart a ſtronger joy to the believer ; or more 
effectually confirm his futh in the crucified Is S; than to 
behold the heavens declaring his glory, and the firmament 
ſhewing his handy-work ? Surely, it muſt be matter of inex- 
preflible confolation to the poop. finner; to oblerve the honours 
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to read an account of our incarnate J=novan; 
us he is revealed in the books of Myjs er and the prophets, as he 
is diſplayed in the of the, — and apoſtles, 
Let us alſo endeavour to a ſketch 


any of my readers be unexerciſed in ſuch ſpecylz. 
tions, I beg 1 leave (in purſuance of my promiſe) to preſent 
them with a ſpecimen : or to offer a clue, which may polſidly 
lead their minds, into this moſt improving and delighttul train 
of thinking. 

Should any de inclined to ſuſpect the ſolidity of the follow. 
ing obſervations; or to condemn them, as the voice of rant, 
and the. lawleſs flight of fancy; I muſt intreat ſuch perſons to 
recollect, that the grand doctrine, the hinge on which they 
all turn, is warranted and eſtabliſhed by the unanimous teſti- 

of the inſpired penman. Who freq 


Cauſe of all; aſſuring us, that 2 ll thingy were rented by Kim 
and for him; and that in him all things conſiſt $.” 

On fuch a fubjef, what is wonderful, is far from being eu- 
trauagant. To be wonderful, is the inſeparable characteriſtic 
of Gop and his works; eſpecially, of that moſt diſtinguiſhed 
and glorious event of the divine works, REDEMPTION. 80 

that, © all the miracles in Eeypt, and the marvellous 
acts in the field of Zoan;” all that 2 annals have record- 
ed, or the human ear has heard; dwindle into trivial events, 


aſtoniſhment, by ſuch a ſurvey, let me give full ſcope to my 
meditations. Let me pour out my whole foul 5 
leſs ſubject; not much the limits, which cold cri- 


regarding 
ticiſm, or colder unbelief, might preſcribe. 


Oye 


— 


$ Col. i. 16, 1. Before my reader enters upon the followiag 
deſcaat, he is de ſired to Fi. the XY page 103, 104. 
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are ſcarce worthy to be remembered t, in compariſon of this in- 
finitely gracious tranſaction.—Kindled, therefore, into pleaſing 
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UPON CREATION. ' 163 
Oye angels ; that ſurround the throne; ye princes of hea- in. 
ven, that excel in ſtrength,” and are cloathed with tran- 167 1 
ſcendent brightneſs ; he, who placed you in thoſe ſtations of 13 8058 
exalted honour, and dignified your nature with ſuch illuſtrious 
endowments; he, whom you all obey, and all adore: HE took 
not on him the angelical form, but was made fleſh, and found 
in faſhion as a man. Like us wretched mortals, he was ſubject 
to wearineſs, pain, and every infirmity, fin only excepted.— 
That we might, one day, be raiſed to your ſublime abodes 
de adopted into your fublime ſociety; and join with your tran- 
choir, in giving glory to HIM that fitteth upon the 
throne, and to the LAMB for ever and ever +. h 
Oye heavens ; whoſe azure arches riſe immenſely high, and 
ſtretch unmeaſurably wide: Stupendous amphitheatre! amidſt 
whoſe vaſt expanſive circuit, orbs of the mioſt dreadful gran- 
deur are perpetually running their amazing races. Unfathom- 
able depths of zther! where worlds unnumbered float; and 
to our limited fight, worlds unnumbered are loſt. — He, who f 
adjuſted your dimenſions with his ſpan, and formed the mag- 
nificent ſtructure with his word; HE was once wrapped in | 
fraddling clothes, and laid in a manger. —— That the benefits 17 
accruing to his people, through his moſt meritorious humilia- 17 
tion, might have no other meaſure of their value than immen- Y; 
fity z might run parallel, in their duration, with eternity. 
. Ye fart; that beam with inextinguiſhable brilliancy, through 68 FP - 
the midnight ſky. Oceans of flame, and centres of worlds, 1116 
though ſeemingly little points of light ! He, who ſhone, 10 | 
with eſſential effulgence, innumerable ages, before your twink- 1 * 
lng tapers were kindled; and will ſhine with everlaſting ma- | i 
| 
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jeſty and beauty, when your places in the firmament ſhall be 
known no more. HE was involved, for many years, in the ;" 
deepeſt obſcurity; lay concealed in the contemptible city Na- 8. 1380 
tarets ; lay diſguiſed, under the mean habit of a carpenter's 1 

That he might plant the heavens , as it were, with 9 

new conſtellations; and array theſe clods of earth, theſe houſes 1 


of clay, with a radiancy, far ſuperior to yours. A radiancy, { B'S 
which will adorn the very heaven of heavens, when you ſhall 1 1 
X 2 vaniſh ap! | 


nnen 


nnn 
* 


f Rev. J. 13. F . Ta. li, 16, | | | 
; 


ther, farther than the diſcernment, of our eye is able to fol. 
low; ſometimes, return from the long, long excyriion, and 

our affrighted hemiſphere with your enormous fiery 
train. That ſometimes make neat approaches to the ſun, and 
durn almoſt ig his immediate beams; ſometimes retire to the 
Femoteft diftance, and freeze, for ages, in the exceſſive rigours 
of winter He, who at his ſovereign pleaſure, withdraw 


ing 

1 degrees of your heat and cold to the human 
Te planets, that winged with unimaginable ſpeed, traverſe 
the regions of the ſky. Sometimes climbing millions and mi- 
lions of miles above, ſometimes deſcending as far below, the 
great axle of your motions. Ye that are ſo minutely fithful, 
to the viciſſitudes of day and night; fo exactly punctual, in 
bringing on the changes ot your reſpective leafon-, He, 
who launched you, at firſt, from bis mighty arm: who conti- 
nyally impels you, with ſuch wonderful rapidity; and guides 
you with ſuch perfect regularity. Who fixes © the ha: nation 
of his holinefs and his glory,” infinite heights above your 
fcanty rounds. HE once became a he pleſs infant; ſuiouraed 
in gur inferior world; fled fram the y=zlecutor's fword; 1 
| wandcre 
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t Alluling to a paffage in Iiab which is, I think, grand 2nd 
elevated beyond all compariton :=—*+ Lift up your e es to ihe her 
dend, and look the carth beneath; for the h-avens ſhall vaoiſh 
away like ſmcl;e, and the earth ſhall wax old line a garment, aud 
they that dwell therein ſhall dit /i4s the feeble inſect; but my ichte. 


opſgeſs ſhall be for ever, aud my falvation ihall not be aboliſbed,“ 
a. li. 6 
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wipdered as 2 vagabond im 2 foreign land. That he might 
Fad our feet into the way of peace; that he might bring us 
aliens near to God, bring us exiles home to heaven. | 
Thou ſur ; inexhauſted ſource of light, and heat, and com- 
fort! Who, without the aſſiſtance of any other fire, fheddeſt 
through a thouſand realms; and, not confining thy muni- 
ficence to realms only, extendeſt thy eulightening influences to 
rou worlds. Prime cheater of the animal, and great 
enlivencr of the vegetable tribes} So beautiful in thyſelf, fo 
beneficial in thy effects, that erring heathens addreſſed thee 
with aclorations, and - miſtook thee for thy Maker HE, 
who filled thy orb with a profuſion of luftre ; before whom 
thy meridian iplendors are but a ſhade. HE diveſted him- 
ſelf of all his tranſcendent diftintions, and drew a veil over 
the effulgence of bis divinity; that, by ſpeaking to us, face to 
face, as a man ſpeaketh unto his friend, he might diſpel our 
intellectual darkneſs. His viſage was marred +,” and he be- 
came the ſcorn of men, the outcaſt of the people; that, by his 
manifeſtation of his unutterably tender regard for our weltare, 
he might diffuſe many a glcam of joy through our dejected 
minds. That, in another ſtate of things, he might cloath, even 
our fallen nature, with the honours of that magniſicent kmwni- 
naryz and give all the righteous to ſhine forth as the ſun, in 
the kingdom of their Father. | 
_ "Thou moon, that walkeſt among the hoſt of ſtars, and in 
thy lucid apptarance, art ſuperior to them all. Fair ruler of 
me night | Sometimes, half reſtoring the day, with thy wax- 
ing brightnels; ſometimes, waning into dimnefs, am ſcarcely 
ſcattering the nocturnal gloom ; ſometimes, covered with fack- - 
dorh, and alarming the gaziug nations. He, who dreil-s' 
| the opaque gde, in braming, but torrowed ſilver; he, whole 
dignity is unchangeable, underived, and alt his own; he vouch- 
ſafed to wear a body of clay. HE was #ontent to appear as in 
: a bloody ecliple, thorn ot his reſplendent beams, and ſur- 
rounded with a nigkt of horror, which knew not one reviving 
d ray.— Thus has be empowered hi church, and all believers, 
A to tread the moon under their feet 3. Hence, inſpired witty 
d = 
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— ry, of more enduring bliſs, art 
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matable world 
Te — that awfully grumbling in the diſtant clouds, 
ſeem to meditate indignation, Cd frm the firſt effays of a f 
more frightful peal ; or fuddenly over our heads, 
rend the vault above, and ſhake the ground below, with the 
_  Hideous horrid crack. Ye, that ſend your tremendous vollies 
from pote to pole, ſtartling the ſavage feos , and aſtoniſhing 
the human race. He, who permits terror to ſound her 
trumpet, in your deep, prolonged, enlargitig, aggravate roar : 
HE uttered a feeble infantile cry in the ſtable, and ftrong ex. 
piring groans on the accurſed tree. That he might, in the 
gentleſt accents, whiſper peace to our fouls; and at length, 
- tune our voices to the of heaven. 
O ye bghtmings ; _ broed, and lie conchant, in the ſul. 
| 2 glance, with forked fury, from the 
angry gloom, ſwifter and — than the lion ruſhes from his 
den; or open into vaſt expanfive ſheets of flame, tublimely 
vaved over the proſtrate world, and fearfully lingering in the 
frighted fries. Te, that tormerly laid ini aſhes the licentious 
abodes of luſt and violence; that will; ere long, fer on fire the 
elements; and co-operate in the conflagration of the globe.— 
He, who kindles your flaſh, and directs you when to ſally, 
and where to — who commiſſions your whirling bolts, 
whom to kill, and whom to ſpare: HE reſigned his ſacreil per- 
fon to the moſt barbarous indignities; ſubmitted his benefi- 
hammer, and the piercing nail; 
yea, with-held not his heart, his very heart, from the ſtab 
] And, inftead of fl:ſhing co++r:5%on 


outrageous tormentors ; inſtead of plunging thcua to the 
depths of hell with his frown ; ; he cried—in his laſt moment-; 
and with his agonizing lips, he cried ; © Father, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do!” no! Ol whae a pat- 
tern of patience for his ſaints! What an object of admiration 
for angels! What a conſtellation of every mil.!, amiable, and 


benign virtue; ſhining, in this hour of dtarknefs, with ineffable 
3 


— — 


2 


ha Pal, xxix 8. 


— & 


UPON CREATION. 167 
ſplendor and beauty 4. Hence, hence it is, that we arg 
trembling under the lightnings of mount Sinai; that we 
blaſted by the flamey of divine vengeance; or doomed 
jo dwell with everlaſting burnings. | Y 

| e 


_ CY 


|| One can hardly forbear animadverting upon the difugenuour 
„and peryerſe taſte of Ce/ſus ; who attempts to turn thus 
moſt dit ĩnguiſh ing and ornamental part of our Lonp's life, into 
ridicule and rt proach. - Having fpoken of Cuxts r, as deſpite - 
fully uſed, and arrayeq in a purple robe; crowned with thorns, ant 
holding, by way of mock-majcity, a reed inſtead of a fc: ptre, (for 
he enters into all theſe circumſtances, which is a teſtimony to 
thejr truth even from the month of an enemy) he addi — 
Tir © joy Wh cooler, AA „%% yer Fre2v T4 . dr.; rs 
tur x Tan; b . 1765 v2. Ce. ie gare rt 4. 78y 
eri % Orig. contra CELs. p. 81, i. e.. Why, in the 
name of wonder, does he not, on this occaſion, at kaſt, act the 
Gp; why does he not deliver himfclf from this ſhocking igaominy ? 
or execute ſome ſignal vengeance cn the authors of ſuch injurious 
and abuſi ve inſults, both of himſelf and his Father?“ - Why, Cel/us? 
Becauſe HE was mee kneſs and gentlenefs itſelf: whereas your dei- 
tics were la ves to their own turbulent and reſentful paſſions. Be- 
czuſe, they were little better than ſavages in human ſhape; who toa 
often a merit of laughter, and took a horrid pride in ſpilling 
bload. While Cyrisr was the Prince of Peace, and came not to 
Gllroy men's lives, but to ſave. Becauſe, any madman on earth, 
or fury from hell, is capable cf venting his rage. But who, amidit 
len uaſufferable provocations and barbaritics; who having in his 
own hand, the power to reſcue himſelf ; the power to avenge him- 
elf; could ſubmit to all with an unruffled ſerenity of patience : and 
fot only not be exaſperated, but overcome, in fo triumphant a man- 
ter, evil with good ? None but CuAIsT! This was compaſſion wor- 
thy of a Gon; clemency, aud charity, truly divine 
Therefore the calumny raiſed by the ſame virulent objeRor, in 
mother place, carries its own confutation, or rather, falls with a 
weight of inſamy on hi; dunghill deities ; while it bears a moſt 46- 
murable teſtimony to the majeſtic and inviucible meeknEfs of our 
amour, Ev her, ſays he to the Chriltian, ru a Telus 
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Ye frownirg wintry clouds ; oceans pendent in the air, 
durdening the winds. He, in whoſe hand, you are an over, 
flowing ſcourge ; or, by whoſe appointment, an arfenal * of 
warlike ſtores. He, who opens your fluiers, and a flood guſh- 
es forth ; to deſtroy the fruits of the earth, and drown the 
huſbandman's hopes: who moulds you into frozen balls, and 
are. ſhut, linked with death , on the troops of his enemies, 
ges of diicharging the turiouſneſs of bis wrath upon 
Mchis guilty head; poured out his prayers ; poured out his ſighs; 
poured out bis very foul; for me and my fellow-tranſgrefſors. 
That, by virtue of his ineſtimable propitiation, the o- 
vexflowings of divine good-will might be extended to finful 
men ; that * ſkies might pour down righteouſhefs ; and 

e on wings, e with her balmy bleflin 

Load to bodies card. Mm M 
Ye vernal clouds ; farls of ſiner air, folds of ſofter moiſture, 
He, whg driws you in copious exhalations, from the briny 
dep; bids you leave eyery diſtaſteful quality behind; and 
become floating fountains of ſweeteſt waters. He, who dif. 
ſolves you intq gentle rain, and diſmiſſes you in fruitful 


ſhowers; 
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images of our deitics, but if Dacrbas himſelf, or Hercules, had 
been. preſent, you would nat have dared to offer ſuch an affcont ; or 
if yuu bad been ſo 


us, would have feverely imartcd for 
your inſolence. reas, they who tormented the very perſon of 
your 


Gop, and even extended him with mortal agorty on the er., 
f:red no effects of his diſpleaſure 
| ® Juvenal ſeems to conſider the clouds, under this ſame charac · 
ter, in that beautiful line 10 ö 

+ 7% has informed us, for what purpoſe the magazines of the 
Armam:ac are ſtocked with bail. That may be ready ** agaiaft 
the day of battle aud war, Ja zxzxviii. 23. —— Joſhua has te- 
cordcs, what terrible laughter been made, by thoſe mſyue wea- 
Aa, of the Almighty, Jb. x. 11. —— Modern hiſtoriaus relate, 
that, when Edward III. invaded F a ſhower of hail-ſtones 
-d:iceuded, of fuck a prodigious fize, that fix thouſand horſe, and 
one thouſand men, were {truck dead inllantaneouſſy. Bat, the 
molt dreadful deſcription of this great ordnance of the heavens, 1s 
ven us in Rev. xvi. 21, There fell u men a great hail out 
heaven, every tage about the weight of a talent. 
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170 e 
ed to hear, with decent magnanimity, the various aſſaults of 
adverfity z and to paſs with a beco ning tranquillity of temper, 
through all the rude blaſts of injurious treatment. Thus, are 
we delivered from the unutterably fiercer ſtorm of incenſed 
and inexorable juſtice; from the fire, the brimſtone, and the 
horrible © tempeſt, which will be the final portion of the un- 


peftilence, that ſcattereſt ten thouſand poifons from 


'Th 
thy baleful wings; tainting the air, and infecting the nations. 
Under whoſe malignant influence, joy is blaſted, and nature 
fickens;. mighty regions are depopulated, and crouded cities 
are left without inhabitants. He, who arms thee with inevi- 
table deſtruftion, and bids thee march before + his angry 
countenance. to- deſolation among the tents of the 
wicked, and be the forerunner of far more fearful indignation. 
HE, in his holy humanity, was arraigned as a criminal; and 
though innocence itſelſ, yea, the very pattern of perfection, 
was condemned to die, like the moſt execrable miſcreant. As 
a nuiſance to ſociety, and the very bane. of the public happi- 
neſs, he was hurried away to execution, and hammered to the 
gibbet. That by his blood, he might prepare a fove- 
reign medicine, to cure us of a more fatal diſtemper, than the 
peſtilence which walketh in darkneſs, or the fickneſs which 
deftroyeth- = rg That he might himſelf fay to our 
laſt enemy, will be plague ; O grave, I will 
be thy deſtruction . 0 Oe 

Heat, whole burning influence parches the Lybian wilds! 
tans into foot the Erhiopian's complexion; and makes every 
ſpecies of life pant, and droop, and languith. Cold, whoſe icy 
breath glazes- yearly the Ruſkin ſeas; often glues the frozen 
ſailor ta the cordage ; and ſtiffens the traveller into a ſtatue 
of rigid Heſh.———HE, who fometimes blends you both, and 
produces the moſt agreeable temperature; ſometimes futfers 

ou to act ſeparately, and rage with intolerable ſeverity. That 

King of heaven, and controuler of univerfal nature, _ 

dwelling in a tabernacle of clay, was expoſed to chilling 

damps, and ſmitten by fultry beams. The ſtars, in A 
| midnig 


+ © Betore him went the peſtilence,“ Hab, lil. + 
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midnight watches heard him pray; and the ſun, in his merit» 

dian fervours, ſaw him toil. Hence are your frozen hearts 

diſſolved, into a mingled flow of wonder, love, and joy: being 

conſcious of a deliverance from thoſe inſufferable flames, which, 
kindled by divine indignation, burn to the loweſt hell. 

Thou ocean, vaſt world of waters! He, who funk that ca- 
pacious bed for thy reception, and poured the liquid element 
into unfathomable channels, before whom, all thy foaming 
billows, and floating mountains, are as the {mall drop of a 
bucket. Who, by the leaſt intimation of bis will, ſwells thy 
fluid kingdoms, in wild confuſion, to mingle with the clouds; 
or reduces them, in calm compoſure, to flumber on the ſhores. 
He, who once gave thee a warrant to overwhelm the whole 
earth, and bury all its degenerate inhabitants ia a watry grave ; 
but has, now, laid an everlaſting embargo on thy boifterous 
waves, and bound thee, all ficrce and madding as thou art, in 
chains ſtronger than adamant, yet formed of deſpicable ſand. 
All the waves of vengeance and wrath, of tribulation and an- 

1h, paſſed over HIS crucified body, and HI5 agonizing 
foul That we might emerge from thoſe depths of miſery, 
from that abyſs of guilt, into which we were plunged by A- 
dam's fall, and more irretrievably funk by our own tranſgrei- 
fions. That, at the laſt, we might be reſtored to that happy 
world, which is repreſented, in the viſion of God, as bavin 
2 ſea ;“ to denote its perpetual ſtability, and undiſturbe 

ity. 

. that overlook the clouds, and project a ſhadz 
into diſtant provinces. Everlaſting pyramids of nature, not to 
be ſh aken by coufliting elements, not to be ſhattered by the 
bolt of thundler; nor impaired even by the ravages of time. 
—He, who bid your ridges rife fo high, and your foun- 
dations ſtand fo faſt. He, in whoſe ſcale, you are lighter 
than duſt; in whoſe eye, you are leſs than nothing. —IIE 
ſunk, beneath a load of woes! woes inſupportable, but not 
his own; when he took our iniquities upon himſelt, and heaved 
the more than mountainous burden from a guilty world. 

Ye verdant woods, that crown our hills, an are crowned 
yourſelves with leafy honours. Ye bumble forubs, 2Jorned, in 
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fpring, with opening bloſſoms; and fanned, in ſummer, by 
gentle gales. Ye, that in diftant climes, or in cultivated gar- 
dens, breathe out ſpicy odours, and embalm the air with Je. 
lightful 9 our all- glorious and ever - bleſſed Crea- 
tor's head, was incircled with the thorny wreath; his face 
was Jefiled with contumeliqus ſpitting; and his body bathed 
in a bloody iweat. That we might wear the crown, the 
crown of glory. which fadeth not away, and live for evermore, 
ſurrounded with delights, as much ſurpaſſing yours, as yours 
exceed the rugged deſolations of winter. 

Thou mantling vine, he who hangs on thy flender ſhoots, 
the rich, tranſparent, weighty cluſter. Who, under thy un- 
ornamented foliage, and amidſt the pores of thy otherwiſe 
worthleſs bough, prepares the liquor—the pefined and exalte 
liquor, which chears the nations, and fills the cup ot joy. 
T rees, whole branches are elevated and waving in air; or dif- 
tuſed, in eafy confinement, along a ſunny wall. He, who 
bends you with a lovely burden of delicious fruits; whoſe ge- 
nial warmth beautifies their rind, and mellqws their taſte. 
HE, when voluntarily ſubject to our wants, inſtead of being re- 
fre ſhed with your generous juices, or regaled with your luſci- 
ous pulp; had a loathſome potion of vinegar, mingled with 
gall, addreſſed to his lips That we might fit under the ſha- 
dow of his merits, with great tranquillity and the utmoſt com- 
placency. That, ere long, being admitted into the paradiſe of 
God, we might eat of the tree of life ; and drink new wine 
with him, in his Father's kingdom. 

Ye luxuriant meadows, he who, without the ſeedſman's in- 
duſtry, repleniſh:d your irriguous lay, with never failing crops 
of herbage; and enamels their chearful green, with flowers of 
every hue.—— Le fertile fie/ds, he, who bleſſes the labours 
of the huſbandman, enriches your well-tilled plains with 
waving harveſts, and calls forth the ſtaff of life from your fur- 
rows. He, who cauſes both meadows and fields to laugh and 
fing, for the abundance of plenty._——HE was no ſtranger to 
corroding hunger, and parching thirſt. He, alas! eat the bit- 
ter bread of woe, and had « plenteouſneſs of tears to . & 
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bat we might partake of richer dainties, than thoſe 
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the fatneſs of the earth. That we might feed on the hidden 
manna, and eat the bread which giveth life, eternal life, un- 
to the world. 

Ye mines, rich in yellow ore, or bright with veins of filver ; 
that diſtribute your thining treaſures, as far as winds can waft 
the veſſel of commerce; beſtow your alms on monarchs, 
and have princes for your penſiqners. Ye beds of gems, 
toy-ſhops of nature! Which form, in dark retirement, the glit- 
tering ſtone. Diamonds, that ſparkle with a brilliant water; 
rubies, that glow with a crimſon flame: E:eralds, dipped in 
the freſheſt verdure of ſpring; /opphires, decked with the fair- 
eſt drapery of the ſky : Topaz, emblazed with a golden gleam; 
amethyſt, im purpleil with the bluſhes of the morning. e, 
who tinctures the metallic duſt, aud conſolidates the lucid 
drop; HE, when, ſojourning on earth, had uo riches, but the 
richcs of dilintereſted benevolence ; had no ornament, but the 
ornament of unſpotted purity. Poor he was in his circum- 
ſtances, and mean in all his accommodations; that WE might 

rich in grace, and obtain falvation with eternsl glo 
That we might inhabit the new Feruſ.Pm : that ſplendid city! 
whoſe ſtreets art paved with gold; whoſe gates are formed of 
pearl; and the walls garniſhed with all manner of precious 
ſtones * | 

Ye guſhing fountains, that trickle potable ſilver through 
the matted graſs. Ye fine tranſparent fireams, that glide, in 
cryſtal waves, along your fringed banks. Ye deep and ſtately 
rivers, that wind and wander in your courſe, to ſpread your 
favours wider; that gladden kingdoms in your progreſs, and 
augment the fea with your tribute. He, who tupphes all 
your currents, from his own ever-flowing and inexhauſtible 
liberality: HE, when his nerves were racked with exquifue 
pain, and his blood inflamed by a raging fever, cried I THiRsT ; 
and was denied (unparalleled hardihip!) in this his great extre- 
mity, was denied the poor refrethment of a ſingle crop of wa- 
ter. That we, having all-tufficiency in all tings, might a- 
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donnd to every good work; might be filled with the fulneſs of 
ſpiritual bleſſings here, and hereafter be latisfied with that ful. 
neſs of joy, Which is at God's right-hand for evermore. 

Ye birds, cheacf il tenants of the bough, gaily dreſſed in 
gloſſy plumage ; who wake the morn, and ſolace the groves, 
with your artleſs lays. Inimitable architects] who, without 
rule or line, build your penſile ſtructures, with all the nicety 
of proportion. Yon have each his commodious neſt, roofed 
with ſhades and lined with warmth, to protect and cheriſh the 
callow brood.——But he, who tuned your throats to harmony, 
and taught you that curious ikill; HE was a man of forrows, 
and had not where to lay his head. Had not where to lay his 
head, till he felt the pangs of diſſolution, and was hid in the 
filent grave —— That we, dwelling under the wings of omni- 
potence, and reſting in the boſom of infinite love, might ſpend 
an harmonious eternity, in © ſinging the ſong of Me; and of 
the LAMB.” 

Bees, induſtrious workmen! That ſweep, with buſy wing, 
the flowery garden, and ſearch the aging * heath; and tip 
the mellifluous dews. Strangers to idleneis! That ply, with 
inceſſant aſſiduity, your — taſk ; and ſuffer no opening 
bloſſom to paſs unexplored, no ſunny gleam to flip away unim- 
proved. Moſt ingenious artificers! That cling to the fragrant 
buds; drain them of their treaſured ſweets; and extract (if 
I may fo ſpeak) even the odoriferous ſouls of herbs, and 
plants, and flowers. You, when you have completed your. 
work, have collected, refined, and ſecurely ledged the ambro- 
ſial ſtores, when you might reaſonably expect the peaceful frui- 
tion of your acquiſitions; you, alas! are barbaroufly deſtroyed, 
and leave your hoarded delicacies to others : leave them to be 
enjoyed by your very murderers. I cannot but pity your hard 
deſtiny !—How then ſhouid my bowels melt with ſympathy, 
and my eyes flow with tears ; when I remember, that hu, 
#hus it fared with your and our incarnate Maker! After a lite 
of the moſt exemplary and exalted piety; a life, filled — 
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offices of beneficence, and labours of love; HE was, by wie- 
ked hands, crucified and flain. He left the honey of his toil, 
the balm of his blood, and the riches of his obedience, to be 
ſhared among others: to be ſhared even amorg thoſe, who too 
often crucify him afreſh, and put him to open ſhame. 

Shall I mention the animal t, which s her foft, her ſhi7- 
ing, her exquiſitely fine Allen thread ? Whoſe matchleſs ma- 
nufactures lend an ornament to grandeur, and make royalty it- 
ſelf more magnificent. Shall I take notice of the cell, in 
which, when the gaiety and buſineſs of life are over, the little 
recluſe immvures herſelf, and ſpends the remainder of her days 
in retirement? Shall I rather obſerve the ſepulchre, which, 
when. cloyed with pleaſure, and weary of the world, the pre- 

res for her cen interment ? Or how, when a {tated period 
is elapſed, ſhe wakes from a death [ke inaCtivity; breaks the 
incloſure of her tomb; throws of the duſky ſhroud ; aſſumes 
a new form; puts on a more ſumptuous array; and from an 
inſet creeping on the ground, becomes a winged inhabitant 
of the air?——No: this is a poor reptile; and therefore un- 
worthy to ſerve as an illuſtration, when any character of the 
Son of Gop comes under confideration. But let me correct 
myſelf. Was not CygisT (to ule the language of his _ 
bleſſed 
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t No one, I hope, will be offen-led at my introducing, on /rch 
an occaſion, creatures of fo low a rank. Since, even the voltmes 
of inſpiration ſeem to lend me the ſanction of the ſacred authoriry, 
As they diſdain not to compare the ble ſſed Jrsvs to a Ser, a hiahe 
way, Kc. And perhaps all compariſons, which reipect a B-wg 
2 dignity, are not only mcau, but equa/ly mean and un- 
worthy. 

L 3m ſcuſible, likewiſe, that in this paragraph, and ſome others, 
all the circumſtances are not completely c reſpondent. But if, in 
/ome grand particulars, the redcition anſwers to the deſcription, 
this, I truſt, will be ſufficient f r my purpoſe, and ſatisfaR ry to my 
readers —- Perhaps, it would be ro millaken caution to avply the 
ſame obſervation to many of the beautiful fincilitudes, perables, and 
ilegorics, uſed by our J.oxn; ſuch as the brazen /orport the rind a? 
leward, the thie/ in the night, Sc. Which, if forupol: ul; 1e, 
or igorouſfly (trained, for an entire coincidence, mit apprat ty dts 
advantage, and lead into palpable inconveriene! 5, 
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bleſſed Spirit) a worm, and nn man % In appearance ſuch, and 
treated as ſuch. Did he not alſo bequeath the fine linen 
of his own moſt perfect righteouſneſs to compoſe the marriage 


garment + for our diſarrayed and defiled fouls ? Did he not, 
| before 


2 


Pſalm xxii. 6. | 

+ This, and ral other hints, interſperſed in the two volumes 
refer to the active and paſſive righteouſneſs of Cyn'sT, imputed to 
believers, for their juſtification. Which, in the opinion of many great 
expoſitors, is the myſtical and the moſt fublime meaning of the wed: 
ding garment, ſo emphatically and forcibly recommended by the 
Teacher ſent from Gon, Matt. xxii. 11. A doctrine, which ſome 
of thoſe who honour my meditations with a peruſal, probably may 
not receive with much, if any, approbation. I hope the . per- 
formance will not be caſhiered for one difference in ſentiment. And 
I beg, that the ſentiment itfelf may not haftily be rejected without 
a ſenous hearing. For, 1 have the pleaſure of being intimately ac. 
quainted with a gentleman of good learning, and diſtinguiſhed ſenſe, 
who had once as ſtrong prepoſſeſſions againſt this tenet, as can well 
be imagined. Yet nu, he not only admits it, as a truth, but em- 
braces it, as the joy of his heart ; and cleaves to it, as the rock of 
his hopes. 

A clear and cogent treatiſe intitled Submiſſion to the righteouſueſi 
of Gop, was the inſtrument of removing his prejudices, and redu- 
cing him to a better juJgment.--I[n which he has been happily con- 
firwed, by the authority of the moſt z/{uſfrious names, and the works 
of the moſt eminent pens that have ever adorned our church and na · 
tion. In this number are Biſhop Fewve/, one of our great re- 
formers ; and the other venerable compilers of our homilies —— 
Archbiſhop Uſher, that oracle of univerſal learning Biſhop 
Hall, the devout and ſprightly orator of his age—— the copigus 
the fingularly good and unaffected 
Biſhop Beveridge—that everlaib ing honour of the bench of j19ica- 
ture, Lord Chief Juſtice Hilet the nervous florid, and pertuafive 
Dean Stantote—the practical and perſpicuons Mr, Burtit—and, te 
ſummon no other evidence, that matchieſs genius Milton; who in 
various parts of his divine porm, inculcates this comfortable truth; 
and, in one paſſage, repr-ſ{euts it under the very ſame image, which 
is made nſe of above, Beet X. J 222. 

J had almott forgot to mention that the treatiſe intitled Su- 
niſian, &c. was written by Mr. Benjamin Fenks. —— Whoſe book 
of devotions has defer vedly paſſed through eleven editions; is truly 
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before his ſteſh faw corruption, emerge triumphant from the 
grave; and not only mount the lower firmament, but aſcend 
the heaven of heavens; taking poſt-fſion of thole ſublime a- 
bodes, in our name, and as our forerunner, 

Ye cattle, that reſt in your incloſed paſtures ; ye bezfts, that 
range the unlimited foreſts; ye %%, that rove through track- 
leſs paths of the fa. Sheep, clad in garments, which, when 
left by you, are worn by kings. Kine, who feed on verdure, 
which tranſmuted in your bodies, and ſtrained from your ud- 
ders, furniſhes a repaſt tor queens. Lions, roaring after your 
prey; Leviathan, taking your paſtime in the great deep: with 
all that wing the firmament, or tread the foil, or ſwim the 
wave.—He who ſpreads his ever-hoſpitable board; who admits 
you all to his continual gueſts; and ſuffers you to want no 
manner of thing that is good. —HE was deſtitute, afflicted, 
tormented: He endured all that was miſerable and reproach- 
tul; in order to exalt a degenerate race, who had debaſed 
themſelves to a levcl with the beaſts that perith, unto feats of 
diſtinguiſhed and immortal honour: in order to introduce the 
ſlaves cf fin, and heirs of hell, into maaſions of conſummate 
and everlaſting bliſs. 

Vor. I. = Surely, 


— . ES 


admirable for the ſublimity, ſpirituality, and propriety of the ſenti* 
ments, as well as for the conciſe form, and pathetic turn of expreſ- 
ion. Whofe book of m2ditations, though no leſs worthy of ge- 
reral acceptance, has for a conſiderable time deen almoſt unknown 
and extinct. But is now revived, and is lately repabliſhed, in two 
octavo volumes by Mr. Fame: Rivington. For which ſervice, he has 
my thanks: I flatter myſelf, he will hav. the thanks of the public; 
as] am perſuaced, could religion and virtue ſpeak, he would have 
their acknowledgments aiſo. vince few treatifcs are more happily 
calculated, to repreſent religion in its native beauty, and to pro- 
mote the intereſts of genuine virtue. On which account, I truſt, 
the candid will excuſe me. and the /udicizus will not condemn me, 
even though the recommendation of thote devotions and of thoſe 
meditations, may appear to be a digreiſion from my ſubject. 


N. B. Should the reader be inclined to examine the aforemen- 
tioned tenet, he will find it ſtated, diſcuſſed, and applied to its due 
wproyement, in a piece intitl:d;, Tuz2ox and Ace .1519, 
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: ſhowers; and teſtify, as you fall; teſtify of HIS 


E SCAN T 
Surely, the contemplation ot ſuch a ſubject, and the diſtant 
anticipation of ſuch a hope, may almoſt turn earth into bea- 
ven, and make even inanimate nature vocal with praiſe. Let 
it, then, break forth from every creature. Let the menue 
feel the inſpiring impulſe ; let the greatef acknowledge them. 
{elves unable, worthily to expreſs the ſtupendous goodneſs. 

Praiſe Hf M, ye icht that crawl on the 
though high above all height, humbled himſelf to dwell in 
duſt. Birds.of the air, waft on your wings, and warble in 
2 notes, HIS praiſe; who, though Lok p of the celeſtial a- 

es, while ſojourning on earth, wanted a ſhelter commodious 
as your neſts. Te rougher world of brutes, join with the 
gentle ſongſters of the ſhade, and howl to HIM your hoarſe 
applauſe; who breaks the jaw-bones of the infernal lion; who 
ſoftens into mildneſs the ſavage diſpoſition, and bids the wolf 
lie down in amicable agreement, with the lamb. Bleat out, ye 
hills; let broader lotut be reſponſive from the vales; ye foreſts 
catch, and ye rocks retain, the inarticulate hymn; becauſe 
Messla the Prince * feeds his flock, like a ſhepherd. He 
gathers the lambs with his arm; he carries them in his boſom, 
and gently leads thoſe that are with young f. —— Wave, ye 
ately cedars, in fign of worthip, wave your ing heads 
to HIM; who meekly bowed his own, on the accurſed tree. 
Pleaſing preſpecti, fcenes of beauty, where niceſt art conſpires 
with lavidh nature, to form a paradiſe below; lay forth all 
your charms, and in all your charms confei, yourſelves a mere 
blank; compared with his amiableneſs, who is © faireſt among 
ten thouſand, and altogether lovely. Drop down, ye 
grace, which 
deſcends more copiouſſy than the rain, diſtils more ſweetly than 
the dew. Let fighing gales breathe, and murmuring rivuets 
flow; breathe and flow, in harmonious conſonance to HIM 
whoſe Spirit is far more reviving than the cooling breeze: who 
is himſelf the Fountain of living waters. 

Ye lightnings, blaze to HIS honour z ye thunders, found HIS 
praiſe ; while reverberating c/ouds return the roar, and bellow- 
ing oceans propagate the tremendous anthem. —uteſt al 
| Creatures, 
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lay the tri 
of HIS meekneſs; who, though he maketh the clouds his cha- 
riot, and treadeth on the waves of the ſeaʒ though the thun- 
der is his voice, and the lightning his ſword of juſtice ; yet, a- 
midſt the moſt abuſive and cruel injuries, was ſubmiſity 
lifted not his hand, was dumb and opened not his mouth®— 
Great ſource of day, addreſs thy radiant homage to a far ſub- 


imer Sun. Write, in all thy ample round with every lucid 


beam, O] write a teſtimony to HIM, who is the brightneſs of 
his Father's glory. Who is the Sun of Righteouſneſs to a ſin- 
ful world; and is riſen never to go down; is rifen, to be our 
everlaſting light. ——Shine clear, ye ſhies ; look gay, thou 
earth ; let the flords ciap their hands, and let every creature 
wear a ſmile; for he cometh, the CREATOR himſelf cometh, 
to be manifeſted in the fleſh; and with him comes pardon, 
peace, and joy; every virtue and all felicity comes in his train. 
—— Angels and Archangels, let your ſongs be of JESUS, and 
teach the very heavens to echo with his adored and majeſtic 
name. Ye behel; him, with greater tranſports of admiration, 
when you attended his agony in the garden, and ſaw him pro- 
ſtrate on the ground; than when you beheld univerſal nature 
riſing at his call, ard ſaw the wond-rs of his creatizg might. 
Tune to loft ie& notes your golden barps, and waken raptures, 
unknown before even in heavenly breaſts: while all that has 
breath, {wells the concert of harmony; and all that has being, 

unites in the tribute of praiſe. ha 
Chiefly, let men exalt bis voice; let man, with diſtinguiſhe:! 
hoſannas, hail the REDEEMER. For man, he was ſtretched 
on the racking croſs; for man, he was conſigned to the gloomy 
{zpulchre : for man, he procnred grace unmeaſurable, and 8lits 
nconceivable.—-[lowever different, therefore, in your age, 01, 
more diftcrent in your circumſtances, be &ratimous, LO men, in 
magnifying a Saviour, who is no er elpecter of perions 3 who 
gave himfelf a ranſom fer all. Bend, ye kings, from your 
thrones of ivory and gold: in your robes of imperi-l puxplt, 
fall proſtrate at HIS tcet z who forſook a nobler throne, and 
laid aſide more illuſtrious enſigns of moiety, that you might 
reign with Gon for ever and ever. CH of pete, 
meaneit of mortals {if any can be called poor, who are thus 
enriched; it any can be acccunted mean, who are tus ein 
noble); rejoice, greatly rejoice, in Goh your Castor. Who 
2 3 hate 
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choſe to be indigent, was willing to be contemned; that yog 
might be entitled to the treafares, and be numbered with the 
princes of heaven. Song of affliction, though barratled with 
pain, and inured to anguiſh, O] change your groans inte ſou; 
of gratitude. Let no complaining voice, no jarring ſtring, be 
heard, in the univerſal ſymphony; but glorify the LAMB ev:n 
in the fires g. Who himſelf bofe greater torment, than you 
feel; and has promiſed you a ſhare in the joy, which he inhe- 
rits: who has made your ſufferings ſhort, and will make your 
reſt eternal. Aen of boary locks bending beneath a weiglit 
of years, and tottering on the brink of the grave; let C:iinis7 
be your ſupport, under all infirmities; lean upon CiItxIST, as 
the rock of your falvation. Let his name, his precious name, 
form the laſt accents, which quiver on your pale expiring lips. 
And let this be the firſt, that liſps on yonr tongurs, ye 
tender infants. Remember your Rx DEH MEHR, in your carhiet: 
moments. Devote the choice of your hours, ta the learning 
of his will; and the chief of your lirength, to the glorifyjng of 
HIS name. Who, in the perfection ot health, and the very 
prime of manhood, was content to be a motionleis and ghaſtly 
corple; that you might be girt with the vigor, and cloathed 
with the blooin, of eternal youth. | 
Ye ſpirits of it men made per, who are releaſed from 
the burden of the Neth ; and freed from all the vexatious ſoli- 
citations of corruption in yourſelves ; delivered from all the in- 
jurious effects of iniquity in others. Who ſojourn no longer 
in the rents of ſtrife, or the territories of diſorder; but are re- 
ceived into that pure, harmonious, holy ſocirty, where every 
one ads np to his amiable and exalted character; where Gov 
himſelf is pleaſed graciouſly and immediately to preſide.— Mou 
find, not without pleating altoniſhment, your hopes improved 
into actual enjoyment, and your faith fuperſeded by the bea- 
tific vition. You fect all your former ſhyneſs of behaviour, 
happily loſt in the overflowings of unbounded love; and all 
your little differences of opinion, entirely bor down by tides 
of invariable truth. Bleis, therefore, with all your enlarged 
powers, bleſs his infinitely larger gouuneſs; who, when he 
kad overcc:uue the {harpnels of death, opened the gates of _ 
ile, 
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diſe, opened the kingdom of h-:ven, to all generations, and to 
every denomination, of the t:ickful. 

Ye men of holy convertation, and humble tempers, think of 
HIM, who, © loved you, and waſhed you from your fins in his 
own blood.“ 'Think of him, on your ſilent couch; talk of him, 
in every ſocial interview. Glory in his excellencies; make your 
boaſt of his obedience, and add, ſtill continne to add, the in- 
cenſe of a dutiful life, to all the oblations of a grateful tongue. 
——Ieckejt of believers, who go mourning under a ſenſe of 
wilt, and conflicting with the ceaſ leſs affaults of temptation z 
ut off your ſack- cloth, and be girded with gladneſs. Becauſe, 
os, is as merciful to hear, as he is mighty to help. Be- 
uſe, he is touched with the tendereſt ſympathizing concern, 
tor all your diſtreſſes; and he lives, ever lives, to be your Ad- 
weate with the FALHER. Why then ſhould uneaſy doubts 
ſadden your countenances 2 Why thould deſpouding fears op- 

eſs your fouls? Turn, turn thoſe diſconſolate ſighs into 
chearful hymns; fince you Lave his powerful interceſſion, and 


his ine/f:mable merits, to be your anchor in all tribulations, to be 


your paſſpor: into eternal bleſſe Ineſs. 

Moſt of all, ye minifters of the ſandtuary; heralds commiſ- 
ſioned from above; lift, every one, his voice like a trumpet, 
and loudly proclaim the REDEEMER. Get ye up, ye ambaſ- 
ſadors of peace, get ye up into the high mountains and ſpread 
far and wide the honours of the LAMB, « that was flain, but 
is alive for evermore.” Teach every ſacred roof, to reſound 
with his fame; and every human heart to glow with his love. 
Declare, as far as the force of words will go, declare the inex- 
hauſtible fulneſs of that great atonement ; whoſe merits are 
commenſurate with the glories of the Divinity tj. Tell the 


{iful - 


—— — — 


t If in this place and others, I have ſpoken magnificently of the 
blood of Cuxisr, and its infuperable efficacy to expiate guilt, I 


think, it is no more than is expreſſed, in a very celebrated bymn, 


written by one of the greateſt wizs, who had zlſo been one of the 
greateit /zbertines, and aftetwards commenced one of the mott re- 
markable periterts, in France. A by mn, which even Mr, Payle 
conte!ls to be 2 very fre one; which another great critic calls an 
aumrable one; and which, a genius ſuperier to them both, revome 
TeCS 35 a ue Ofc (See Sycct. Vol. VII. No. 613.) 
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ſinful wretch, what pity yearns in Id MAMUER's bowels; What 
blood he has ſpilt, what agonies he has endured, what wonders 
he has wrought for the ſalvation of his enemies. Invite the in- 
digent, to become rich ; intreat the guilty, to accept of pardon; 
becauſe, with the crucified JIxs us is plenteous redemption, and 
all-ſufficiency to ſave. While you, placed in conſpicuous 
ſtations, pour the joyful ſound, may I, as I ſteal through the 
vale of humble life, catch the pleaſing accents ! For me, the 
Author of all bleflings became a curſe; for me, his bones were 
diſlocated, and his fleſh was torn; he hung, with ſtreaming 
veins, and an agonizing ſqul, on the croſs for me. Q] may], 
in my little ſphere, and amidſt the ſcanty circle of my acquain. 
tance, at leaſt whiſper theſe glad tranſporting tidings; whiſper 
them from my own heart, that they may ſurely reach, and 
ſweetly penetrate theirs. 

But when men and angels raiſe the grand hymn; when all 
worlds, and all beings, and their collective acc}amations ; this 
fall, fervent, and univerſal chorus, will be ſo inferior to the 
riches of the REDEEMER's grace; fo d//þroprriiznate to the 
magnificence of his glory; that it will ſeem but to deba/e the 
unutterable ſubjeft, it attempts to exalt. The loud hallelujah 


— will die away, in the folemn mental eloquence of proſtrate, 


ra ous, filent adoration. 
O gomineſs infinite! Goodneſs immenſe! 

And love that paſſeth knowledge !—IForgds are vain ; 

Language is loft in wonders fo divine: 

« Come then, expreſſive SILENCE, muſe his praiſe.” 


a - - — — 


The author having acknowledged his crimes ta be beyond mes: 
ſure, heinous, and almoſt beyond forgiveneſs provoking :—f92 pro- 
voking, as to render tears from ſuch eyes offenſive, and prayers f-on 
ſuch lips abomirable :z ——compoſes himſ If to ſubmit, without the 
tealt repining ſentiment; to ſubmit. even with praiſe and adoration, 
to the mult dreadful doom. Accordingly, he ſtands in retigned ex- 
pectation of being in antly ſtruck by the belts of vengeance; but 
—— with a turn of thaught equally ſu-prizing and ſprighily; with 
a faith properly founded, and happy firm, he adds, 

Yet where! O wherc! can ev'nthy tbunders fall? 

Cunts 1's blood verſpreads and ſhie!ds me from them all. 


Exp or VoLvus FrnsrT. 
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THE FRONTISPIECE 


ExniniTs a view of the n6ftuFnal heavens. —On the top of Bd} 
an OBsErvVaTORY, two perſons examine the celeſtial bodies *.* 13 168 
with their teleſcopes: Inftruments, which gave riſe to the moſt ne TL 
important improvements on the ſcience of «ff 1 
An aged philoſopher is repreſented — Ring Ris pupils. i 
He deſcribes, with his compaſſes, the order and — - the 
planets; according to the Newtonian hypot heſis, intimated by 
2 book bearing that great author's name.—The whole tenor 
of the lecture, in concert with the whole ſtructure and œco- 
nomy of the Kies, ENARRANT GLORIAM DEI, pro- 
ſeſſedly declive the glory of of GOD, ——Bechind the philoſopher 
— one of his ſe „with an air of cloſe attention, com- 
puting on his fingers the diſtances, the magnitudes, the velo- 
cities of the planetary orbs. Another at his right hand, 
— to the deſcription ot the ſtupendous ſyſtem, is ſtruck 
vith ſurpriſe, and impreſſed with awe. A third, with con- 
ſcious humiliation in his countenance, holds a ſcroll, inſcribed 
with a diagram; exprefling the joint action of the 
and centripetal forces. As by the one, the planets are conti- 
nnally endeayouring to fly off; but by the other, are . 7 
drawing towards the centre of he motion; 'SIC G TIA 
DEL, ſuch is the operation of divine grace : correcling the irregu- 
lar impulſe of gar natural depravity; determining our deſires 
to the centre of happineſs; and directing our goings in the 
circle of duty. A youth on the left, overwhelmed with vene- | 
ration for the Almighty Maker, in a tranſport of titude, TL 
and a poſture of adoration, pours out his foul in e empha- | | 
tical words; When I conſider thy heavens, the work of 99 
« thy fingers, the moon and the ſtars which thou haſt ordain- 1 
*ed: Lok b, what is man, that thou art mind ful of him; and LF 
* the ſan of man, that thou viſiteſt him?“ Pfal. viii. 3, 4. 
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PAUL ORCHARD, 


ory 


$TOKE-ABBEY . DEVONSHIRE, 28 


Dran Sin, 
Aer os pled s 
to in name at the fant, and to exer- 
2 « ſrt of p over. your ſpiritual intereſts, per- 
me, by putting theſe little treatiſes into your hand, to 
Juli! fue port of that ſolemn obligation. 
Gratitude for many þignal favours, and a conſcientious 
ſacred engage, deve lng ago inſpired m) 
both for your true dignity, 
and real happineſs, r a more endear- 
2 of advancing either the one or 
the other, than to ſet before ws 26d of your excellent 
father's charafter,———llluſtrious examples are the moſt 
winning incitements to virtue: and none can come aitended 
with ſuch particular recommendations To You, as the pat- 
tern of that worthy perſon, from whom, under a gracious 
GOD, you derive your very 
A MosT cordial and reverenttal eſteem for the divine 
Word, was one of his remarkable qualities. Thoſe _— 


— — — 
., DEDICATION: 
o Mts" .. 
? Tour » your ſolitary walks, and the 

of your fields, can witneſs, with what an unweari« 

ed aſſeduity he exerciſed himſelf if in the law of the Lonp. 


hence he 2 his mazims of wiſdom, and farmed 
1 


255 


& 4 


is judgment of things. The ſacred precepts were the 
— — 1 the guide of his life ; while the pres 
were the joy of his heart, and his portion 

fre ever. 3 
was anather of his maſt reliſhing 
eafures. Few gentlemen were better furniſhed, either 
7 222 of fancy, ar copiouſneſs of expreſſion, to hear 
part in converſation. With theſe taients be al- 
dough alia renee ſome - nſeful, and generally fome 


turn ig the diſcourſe. Nor did he ever reflect 
_ complacency gn his ſocial hours, than when 


they tended to glorify the eternal . 4 Y and to awaken 
in bimſelf « and others a more lively 


ti is favouri — lent, the young 
perſons of neighbourhood, far from taki 
ful pride to initiate them in debauchery, or confirm 
8 riataus habit; it was his ora aim, by finely 
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4 conviction of human and a thorough 
of the Divine all. 2 induced him to bv Ts 
equent in prayer. To proftrate himſelf, in profound E171 
adoration, before that infinitely exalted Leing, who deln 'F: | 
in light * was hir glory ; ty implere tbr cont- 

BUGN'? 
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vi DADFEATITIQN. 
— the dinighty — , and the increaſe of all Chriſ 


tian graces, was his gain. moments, 10 dont, be 
remembered you, Sir, with a particular earne/tne/s ; and 
lade many an ardent petition in the court heaven 
for his infant ſon. Ceaſe not to ſecond them with your 
own devout ſupplications, that they may deſcend um 
your head, in the fulneſs of the bling: of the g:/del 
6 peace.” | ST LIN 

75 give their genuine luſtre to all bis other endowments, 
he was careful to maintain an humble .mind. Though 
bis friends might admire his ſuperior abilities, or his ac. 
quaintance, applaud his exemplary 4 4 he ſaw ha 
far be fell ſhort of the mark of his high calling; ſaw, and 
lamented bis defefts : ſaw, and renounced himſelf; relying, 
for final acceptance, and endleſs felicity, on a better right. 
ovfne/s than his own ; even on the tranſcendently perfef 
righteauſneſs, and inconceivably precious death of J*5rs, 


the Redeeiner. I his was the Rack of his hope, and the 


very crown of his rejoicinge 
Inte, Sir, are ſome of the diſtinguiſhing chara@ezriſ- 


tics of your deceaſed And, as you bad the misfar- 
tunc to boſe ſe v was capable if 
forming any acquaintance with bis 3 I flatter my/e Fl 
vou will the more attentively obſerve bis piftur:. T his his 
moral. picture; deſigned, not ta be ſet in 1 or ſparkle in 
ename!, but to breathe in your ſpirit, =o to live in all your 
Vit be entirely yaur own, colcu- 


condut. — Which, thoug 
lated purely for yourſelf, may poſſibly ( like the family-picces 
in your parlour, that glance an eye upon as many as enter the 
} make feme Plaaſing and uſeſul imprefſron on every be- 
bolder. — M ay every one, charmed with the beautiful 
"image, catch itt reſemblance ;- axdregch, i in his reſpective 
here, © go and de likewiſe /* 

er you „Sir, are peculiarly 3 to copy the ami- 
be — As the order of an indulgent Brovidenc 
nds — 3:2: heir of the affluent circumſtances; let nat 
g 430 


ö 
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A! 
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. ed madvertente cut you off from the 
22 inheritance of m_ 7 quali Fration . T heſe 

will be your op # mars dt all the glittering dangers ; 

which are inſeparable from blooming years, and an elevated 

. in life. Thygſe are your path, your fure and only 

path, to true greatneſs, and ſolid happineſs. -Tread in 

theſe en, and you cannot fail of being the darli ing of your 

friends, and the favourite of Heaven. Tread in theſe 

eps, and you will give inexpreſſible joy to one of the beſt of 
mothers ; you will become an exten/rve bleſſing ta your fel- 

hno-creatures ; and which, after ſuch moſi engaging mo- 

foes, is ſcarce worthy to be mentioned, you will be the de. 
light, the honour, and the boaſt of, 


"aac. 4 


Dear SIR, 


— — Your molt affectionate Godfather, 


And faithful humble ſervant, 
Weſton-Favell, near 


Northampton, 


July 14, 1747 
| Janis HERVEY. 
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of Chrift, will find a ſtyle by which 
be diſt ingviſhes himſelf, ang which may properly be called 
HIS OWN. Maijctlic, yet familiar; happily uniting digaity with 
eondeſcenfion, it cu, in teaching his followets the fabi 
truths, by ſpiritualiziog va the moſt commin occurrenct; Which, 
beſides its being level. to the loweſt apprebenfions, and admirably 
iato the mott tnattentive heart, is accompanied with 


etal of fron; that it turns even the ſphere 


o_ of bob 
of inflirudtion ; and renders the moſt orctnary otjc 
| monitors, ever ſoliciting our regard, becanſe ever preſent 
to our ſenſes. —— So that, I believe, it may be ſaid of that amadle 
methed, in which our Loxp conveyed, as well as of that power/ul 


mas. — I be harve/t approaching, he reminds his difciples of a far 
more important harveſt, Fobn iv. 39. Matth. ui. 39. when im- 
martal beings nal! e 7caped from the grave, and gathered in from 
all the qr:arters uf the tarth: when every human creature ſhall ſuſ- 

dai 


energy. which a nded his doctrines; that never man /pake like thit 


ms ==H5G£<C<G(C0 W©”FMS2 © Xx , 


PREYTACE 


22 ee L ate, 


uſe the fame «fduity and 5 tn cient ful. a ther was 
Rm rage Ting Af finny — for a 
thee illuſtration of this no Jefs 


— ... 


And ſoar above this little ſcene of things; 


( 


The favour I would ſolicit for the firſt of the following com- 
poſitions, is, that it may be permitted to attend in ſuch retired 
and contemplative excurſions. To attend, if not under the 
character of a friend; at leaſt, in the humble capacity of a 
or a page :—as 2 ſervant, to open the door of meditation, 
and, remove every impediment to thoſe beſt exerciſes of che 
mind ; which blend ad with amuſement, and improve, 
while they delight :—as a page, to gather up the unſtable, fluc- 
tuating train of z and collect her fickle powers into a 
confiſtent, regular, and uſeful habit of thinking. 

The other, converſant among the farry regions, would lead 
the imagination through thoſe beautiful tracts of unclouded 
azure; and point out to the judgment ſome of thofe aſtoniſh- 
in particulars, which fo eminently ſignalize the celeſtial worlds. 
A prof; this, to which curiotity attracts our eyes, and to 
which Scripture itſelf often direfts our ſtudy. A profpect, of 
all others moſt excellently calculated to in/arge the ſoul, and 


ennie its conceptions z—to give the higheſt apprehenſions of 


the everlaſting GOD, and create ſentiments of becoming ſupe- 
riority, with relation to all tranſitory intereſts :—in a word, to 
furniſh faith with the firmeſt foundation for a ſteady affiance, 
and true magnanimity of ſpirit ; to afford piety the ſtrongeſt 
motives, both for a liyely gratitude, and profound veneration. 
While Ga/ilzo lifts his tube, and diſcovers the 2 
magnitude of thoſe radiant orbs; while Neuf meatures their 
amazing diſtances, and unites the whole ſyſtem, in harmonious 
order, by the fubtile influences of traction: — I would only, 
like the herald before that illuſtrious Hebrew +, proclaiin at 
every turn, © Bow the knee, and adore the Almighty Mr; 
magnify bis eternal Name, and make his praiſe, like all his 
works, 1 be glorious.” PR” 


— 


— 


* Thomſc Autumn, l. 973. faſt edit. i 2mo. 
+ Gen. uk. 43. 
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CONTEMPLATIONS 


| . UPON THE 
| | 
1 
1 
f — — - — 
T Night is fair Virtue's immemorial friend. 
7 Thy conſcious Moon, through every diftant age, 
* Has Held a lamp to Wiſdom. | 
NicuT-TrouGE#Ts, No. V. 
8 _  — — — . 
ir . Mi 
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Contemplations upon the Night. 


HE buſineſs of the day diſpatched, and the ſultry heats 


walk in one of the fine receſſes of the country; and in one 
of the moſt pleaſant evenings, which the ſummer-ſcafen pro- 


The limes and elms, uniting their branches over my heal, 
formed a verdant canopy, and caſt a moſt refreſhing ſhade. Un- 
der my feet lay a carpet of nature's velvet ; graf intermingled 
with moſs, and embroidered with flowers. Jeflamines, in con- 
with woodbines, twined around the trees; diſplaying 
their artleſs beauties to the eye, and diffuling their delicious 
agate either fide, the boughs, rounded 


Lit 


ng ſkies. The 
little birds, —— and — the favours of the light, 
were paying their acknowledgments in a tribute of harmony, 
and ſoothing themſelves to reſt with ſongs. While a French- 
horn, from a neighbouring ſeat, ſent its tous accents, 
ſoftened by the length of their paſſage, to complete the concert 


the g 


in this manner, my thoughts were exer- 
. a ſubject ſtill more agreeable than the ſeaſon, or the 
I mean, our late ſignal victory, over the united forces 
of inteſtine treaſon, and invation. A victory, which 
pours joy through the preſent age, and will tranſmit its influ- 
ence to generations yet unborn.——Are not all the bleflings, 
which can endear ſociety, or render life itſelt defirable, cen- 

tred in our preſent happy conſtitution, and auſpicious govern- 
ment? Were they not a// ſtruck at, by that impious and hor- 
tid blow, meditated at Rome; levelled by France, and ſeconded 
by factious ſpirits at Home? Who then can be — 
thank fu 


Pie 


abated, invited me to the recreation of a walk. A 
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14 CONTEMPLATIONS 
thankful, for the gracious intexpoſition of Providence, which 
has not only averted the impending ruin, but turned it with ag. 
gravated confuſion, on the authors of our troubles ? 

Methinks, every thing valuable, which I poſſeſs; every 
thing charming, which I behold; conſpire to enhance this ever. 
memorable event. To this it is owing, that I can ramble un. 
moleſted along the vale of private life, and taſte all the inno- 
cent ſatisfaction of a contemplative retirement.——Had rebel 
lion * ſucceeded in her deteſtable defigns ; inſtead of walking 
with ſecurity and complacence in theſe flowery paths, I might 
have met the «fin with his dagger: or have been obliged to 
abandon my habitation, and embrace the rock for a ſhelter.” 
——Farewel then, ye fragrant {hades, ſeats of meditation, 
and calm repoſe! I ſhould have been driven from your loved 
retreats, to make way for ſome barbarous, ſome in/ulting victor. 
——Farewel then, ye pleaſing toils, and wholeſome amuſements 
of my rural hours! 1 ſhould no more have reared the ten- 
der flower t the ſun; no more have taught the eſpalier to ex- 
pand lier boughs; nor have fetched, any longer, from my kit- 
chen- garden, the pureſt ſupplies of health. 

Had rebellion ſucceeded in her deteſtable deſigns; inſtead 
of being regaled with the mac of the woods, I might have 
been alarmed with the found of the trumpet, and all the 
thunder ot war. Inſtead of ing entertained with this beau- 
tiful landſcape, I might have beheld our houſes ranſacked, and 
our villages plundered; I might have beheld our fenced cities 
encompaſſed with armies, and our fruitful : fields cloathed with 
defolation ;” or have been ſhocked with the more frightful i- 
mages ot «© garments rolled in blood, and of a ruffian's blade reck- 
ing from a brother's heart. Inſtead of peace, with her chear- 
ing olives, ſheltering aur abodes ; inſtead of juſtice, with her 
impartial ſcale, ſecuring our goods; perſecution had brandiſhed 
her ſword, and ſlavery clanked her chains. RY. 

Nor are theſe miſeries imaginary only, or the creatures of 


2 groundleſs panic. There are, in a neighbouring kingdom, who 


* Referring to the rebellion, ſet on foot in the year 1745.— 
Which, for ſeveral months, made 2 very alarming progreſs in the 
North — but was happily extinguiſhed by the glorious and decifire 
victory at Calloden. | 
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UPON THE NIGHT. 15 


lately experienced them in all their rigor f. And, if 


rerx a 
the ſpirit of popery, had forced ufelt into our church; 


if an abjured pretender, had cut his way to our throne; we 


could have no reaſon to expect a mitigation of their ſeverity, 
on our behalf But, ſuppoſing the tender mercies of a bi- 
gotted uſurper, to have been ſomewhat leſs cruel. Where, 
alas? would have been the encouragement, to cultivate our 
little portion; or what pleafure could ariſe, from an improved 
ſpot; if both the one and the other lay, every moment, at 
the mercy of laue power? This imbittering circumſtance 
would fpoil their reliſh ; and by rendering them a precarius, 
would render them a joy/efs ac quiſttion. In vain, might the 
vine ſpread her purple cluſters; in vain, be laviſh of her ge- 
nerous juices; if tyranny, like a ravenous harpy, ſhould be al- 
ways hovering over the bowl, and realy to ſnatch it from the, 
lip of induſtry, or to wreſt it from the hand ot liberty. 

Liberty, that deareſt of names; and property, that beſt of char- 
ters; give an additional, an expreflivle charm to every delight- 
tul objet,——See, how the declining fun has beautificd the 
clouds ; has arrayed them in crimſon, and ſkirted them 
with gold. Such a refinement of our domeſtic bliſs, is pro- 
perty; ſuch an improvement of dur public privileges, is liber- 
ty, When the lamp of day ſhall withdraw his beams, 
there will ſtill remain the fame collection of floating vapours ; 
but O! how changed, how gloomy! The carnation itreaks 
are faded; the golden edgings are wore away; and all the 


lovely tinges are loſt, in a /eaden-colourcd louring ſadneſs. Such = 


would be the aſpect, of all theſe fcenes of beauty, and all 
theſe abodes* of plraſure; if expoſed continually to the ca- 


ing dependence. 

Tde ſun has almoſt finiſhed his daily race, and haſtens to 

the goal. He deſcends lower and lower; till his chariot 

wheels ſeem to hover on the utmoit verge of the ſky. What 
is 


— 


mn 
mme 


+ See 23 pamphlet, inti:led, Popery always the ſams,—— Which 
enntains a narrative of the p-r/ecutions, and feverc hardſhips lately 
ſuffered by the Proteſtants, in the ſcuthern parts of France, and 
doſes with a molt ſeuſonable, alarming, and (pirited 10creſs to the 
inhabitants of Crea: Britain, Vriuted 17.46, P. ice 8d. 


price of arbitrary ſway, or held in a ſtate ot abjcct and cringe». 
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is ſomewhat remarkable, the orb of light, upon the point 


ſerting, grows broader. Th ſhadows of " 
juſt before they become blended in undiſtinguiſhable 3 


The radiant globe is, now, half - immerſed beneath the duſky 
earth. Or, as the ancient poets ſpeak, is ſhooting into the 
ocean, and ſinks in the weſtern ſra. And could I view the 
fea, at this juncture, it would yield a moſt amuſing and curious 
ſpectacle. The rays, ſtriking horizontal'y on the liquid ele- 
ment, give it the appearance of — gals; or, reflected in 
many a different direction, form a beautiful multiplicity of co- 
lours.——A ſtranger, as he walks along the fandy beach; and, 
loſt in penſive attention, liſtens to tbe murmurings of the reſt- 
leſs flood; is agreeably alarmed by the gay decorations of the 
ſurface. With entertainment, and with wonder, he ſees the 
curling waves, here glittering with white, there glowing with 
purple; in one place, wearing an azure ti 3 in another, 
grancing a caſt of undulating green; in the whole, exhibitin 
2 piece of fluid ſcenery, that may vie with yonder penſil ta 
_ though wrought in the loom, and tinged with the dycs 

heaven. 


While I am tranſported by fancy to the ſhores of the ocean, 
the great luminary is funk beneath the horizon, and totally 
diſappears. The whole face of the ground is overſpread with 
ſhades; or with, what one of the fineſt painters of nature 
c alls, a dun obſcurity. Ouly a few very ſuperior eminences, are 
tipt with ſtrraming filver. Ihe tops of groves, aud lofty 
towers, catch the 4% ſiniles of day +; are ſtill irradiated by the 
departing beams. But, O] how tranſient is the diſtinction! 
how momentary the gift! Like all the bleflings — 
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t Majo, efgue cadun atis de montibus umbre, Viss. 
+ Sce this remarksble appearance delicately de ſeribed, and 


wought into a compariſu, which, iu my opinion, i; one of the molt 
jutt, bezw iful, and noble pieces of ima gery, to be found in muderh 
PVC Nuit 4 haugt!i, Nv. It. Þ* 42 Ado. edit 
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UPON THE NIGHT. 17 
tals enjoy below, it is gone, almoſt as ſoon as granted. See! 
bow languiſhingly it trembles on the leafy ſpire; and glim- 
mers, with a dying faintneſs on the monntain's brow. The 
little vivacity, that remains, decays every moment. It can no 


longer hold its ſtation. While I ſpeak, it expi-es; and re- 


ſizus the world to the gradual approaches of night. 
oro twilight grey 
Has in her ſober liv'ry all things clad. 
1 85 ML. r. Par. Loft, B. IV. I. 598. 


Every object, a little while ago, glared with light; but now, 
aff appears under a more qualified luſtre. The animals har- 


nionize with the inſenſible creation; and what was gay in 


thoſe, as well as glittering in this, gives place to an univerſal 
gravity. In the meadows, all was jocund and ſportive: but now 
the gameſome lambs, are grown weary of their frolics; and 
the tired ſhepherd, has impoſed ſilence on his pipe. In the 
branches, all was ſprightlineſs and ſong; but now the lively 
green, is wrapt in the deſcending glooms; and no tuneful airs 
are heard, only the plaintive ſtock-dove, cooing mournfully 
through the grove. Should I now be vain and trifling, the 
heavens and the earth would rebuke my unſeaſonable levity. 
Therefore, be theſe moments devoted to thoughts, /edate, as 
the cloſing day; ſolemn, as the fice of things. And, indeed, 
however my focial hours are enlivened with innocent pleaſant- 
ry; let every evening, in her ſable habit, toll the bell to feri- 
ous conſideration. Nothing can be more proper, for a perſon 
who walks on the borders of eternity, and is haſting continu- 
ally to his final audit; nothing more proper, than daily to ſlip 
away from the circle of amuſements, and frequently to relin- 
quiſh the hurry of buſineſs, in order to conlider and adjuſt 
« the things that belong to his peace.” 

vince the ſun is departed, from whence can it proceed, that 
I am not involved in pitchy darkneſs? Whence theſe remain- 
ders of diminiſhed brit hte? Which, though ſcarcely form- 
ing a refulgence, foften and ſoothe the horrors of night. I ſee 
not the thining ruler, yet am cheared with a real, though fait 
comu. unication of his fpleador.-—— Docs he remember us, in 
his progreſs through other climes? Does he fend a detachment 
of his rays, to e/cort us during bis purſona! abſence; or to ca- 
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19 CONTEMPLATIONS 
ver (if I may uſe the military term) our retreat from the 
ſcene of action? Has he bequeathed us a dividend of his 
beams, ſufficient to render our circumſtances eaſy, and our ſi. 
tuation agreeable? Till ſleep pours its ſoft oppreſſton on the 
organs of ſenſe; till fleep ſuſpends all the operations of our 
— 1 and entirely ſuperſedes any farther occaſion for the 
t. ; 

No: it is ill-judged and unreaſonable, to aſcribe this bene. 
ficent conduct to the tun. Not unto him; not unto him; 
but unto his A/mizhty Maker we are obliged, for this pleaſing 
attendant, this valuable legacy. The gracious Author of our 
being, has ſo diſpotel the collection of circumambient air, a 
to make it productive of this fine and wonderful eſſect. The 
ſun-beams, falling on the higher parts of the aer-al fluid, in- 
ſtead of paſſing on in ſtraight lines, are bent inwards and con- 
ducted to our fight. Their natural courſe is over-rnled, and 
they are bidden to wheel about on purpoſe to favour us with a 
welcome and falutary viſit. By which means, the bleſting 
of light, and the ſeaſon of buſmeſs are conſiderably prolonged. 
And, what is a very endearing circumſtance, prolonyed moſt 
conſiderably ; when the vehement heats of ſummer, incline 
the fudent to poſtpone his walk, till the temperate evening pre- 
vails; when the important labours of the harveſt, call the 
Auſeandman abroad, before the day is fully rifen. 

After all the ardors of the ſultry day, how reviving is this 
coolneſs !———Fhis gives new verdute to the fading plants; nev 
vivacity to the withering flowers; and a more exquilite fra. 
grance to their mingled fcents. By this, the vir allo re- 
ceives a new force, and is qualified to exert itſelt with greater 
activity. Qualified to brace our limbs; to heave our Jungs; 
and co-operate, with a briſker impulſe, in perpetuating the cir- 
culat ion of our blood. This I might call the grand Alert: 
of nature; which diſtils her moſt ſovereign co-dial, the ref he 
ing de un. Inceſſant heat, wonl\l rob of us their beneſicial - 
gency; and oblige them to evaporate, in imperceptible exhala- 
tions. Turbulent winds, or even the gentler motions of 4: 
rera's fan, wonld diſſipate the riting vapours, and not ſuffe 
them to form a coalition. But, fovoured by the ſtinels, and 
coudenſed by the coolneſs, of the night; they unite in peariy 
Jrops, and create that firely temprred humidity, which cheats 
the vegetable world, as ilcch exhiilarates the animal. BY 
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Not unlike to theſe, are the advantages of /s/itude. The 
world is a troabled ocean; and who can erect ſtable purpoſes, 
on its fluctuating waves; The world is a {ſchool of wrong z 
and who does not feel himſeit warping to its pernicious in- 
fluences *? On this fea of glaſs how inſenſible we flide 
from our own ſedfaſtnefs ! * ſacred truth, which was 
ſtruck in lively characters on our ſouls, is obſcured, if not ob- 
iterated. Some worthy re/lution, which heaven had wrought 
in our breaſts, is ſhaken, if not overthrown. Some enticiag 
vanity, which we had ſolemnly renounced, again practiſes its 
wiles, and again captivates our affections. How often has a 
word of applauſe, dropt luſcious poiſon into our cars; or ſome 
diſreſpecttul expreſſion, raiſe i a guſt of paſſion in our boſons? 
Our innocence is of fo tender a conſtitution, that it ſuffers in 
the promiſcuous croud. Our purity is of fo delicate a com- 
plexion, that it ſcarce touches on the world, without con- 
tracting a ſtain. We ſee, we hear, with peril. 

But , ſafety dwells. Every meddling and intruſive avo- 
cation is ſecluded. Silence holds the door againſt the ſtrife of 
tongues, and all the impertinencies of idle converſation. 'The 
buſy ſwarm of vain images, and cajoling temptations; which 
beſet us, with a buzzing importunity, amidſt the gaieties of life; 
are chaſed by theſe — mades. Here I may, with- 
out diſturbance, commune with my own heart; and learn that 
beſt of ſciences, to 4&now myſelf. Here, the foul may rally her 
diſſipated powers, and grace recover its native energy. 
This is the opportunity to reCtity every evil impreſſion, to ex- 
pel the poiſon, and guard againſt the contagion, of corrupting 
examples. This is the place, where I may, with advantage, 
apply myſelf to ſubdue the rebel within; and be malter, not of 
a ſceptre, but of myſelf. ——Tkrong then, ye ambitious, the 
levees of the powerful; I will be punctual in my aſſignations 
with folitnde. To a mind intent upon its own improvement, 
ſolitude has charms * more engaging than the en- 

| tertainments 
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. Nunquan a turba mores, quos extuli, reſcro. Aliguid, ex en gus 
ctmpoſui, turbatur : aliquid, ex his que ſugavi, reit. [nimica el 


multorum conver /atio. SENECA» 
1 Rev. XV. 2. 
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20 CONTEMPLATIONS 
tertainments preſented in the theatre; or the honours conferred 
in the drawing- room. 

I faid, Solitude. Am I then alone? Tis true, my ac- 


qua intance are at a diſtance. I have ſtole away from company, 
and am remote from all human obſervation, ——But that is an 


alarming thought, 


Millions of ſpiritual creatures walk the earth, 
Unſeen, 55th when we wake, and when wwe ſleep. 
Mit. r. Par. Loft, B. IV. I. 67). 


- Perhaps, there may be numbers of thoſe inviſble beings, pa- 
trolling this fame retreat ; and joinirg with me, in contemplate. 
ing the Creator's works. Perhaps, thoſe miniſtring ſpirits, who 
rejoice at the converſion of a finner, and hok up the goings of 
the righteous, may follow us to the lonely receſs; and, even in 
our moſt ſolitary moments, be our conſtant attendants —— 
What a pleafing awe is awakened, by ſuch a reflection! Huw 
venerable it renders my retired walks! I am ſtruck with re- 
verence as under the roof of ſome facred edifice ; or in the pre- 

ſence-chamber of ſome mighty monarch. —QO ] may I never 
bring any pride of imagination, nor indulge the leaſt diſſolute 
affection; where ſuch refined and exalted intelligences exerciſe 
their watch |! 

"Tis poffible, that I am encompaſſed with ſuch a cloud of 
witneſſes; but it is certain, that God, the infinite eternal Gon, 
is now and ever with me. The great JEHovan, before whom 
all the angelical armies bow their heads, and veil their faces, 
furrounds me; ſupports me; pervades me. In him I live, 
move, and have my being.” The whole world is his auguſt 
temple; and, in the moſt ſequeſtered corner, I appear before 
his adorable M. jeſty, no leſs than when I worthip in his houw'e, 
or kneel at his altar. In every place, therefore, let me pay 
him the homage of a heart cleanſed from idols, and devoted 
to his ſervice. In every circumſtance, let me feel no amvi- 
tion, but to pleaſe him ; nor covet any happineſs, but to enjoy him. 

How ſublime is the deſcription, and how ſtriking the ſenti- 
ment, in that noble paſſage of the Pfalms! « Whither (hall 
I go from thy Spirit, or whither ſhall I flee from thy preſence? 
Ty I climb up into the heights of heaven, thou art there,” en- 
throned in light. If I go down to the depths of the 
grave, thou art there alto” in thy pavilion of darkneſs. 4 T 
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retire to the remoteſt eaſtern climes, « where thę morning 
firſt takes wing: If,” ſwifter than the darting ray, I paſs to 
the oppoſite regions of the weſt, and „remain in the utter- 
moſt parts of the fea ;“ ſhall I, in t diſtant ſituation, be 
beyond thy reach; or by this ſudden tranfition, eſcape thy no- 
tice! So far from it; that could I, with one glance of thought, 
tranſport myſelf beyond all the bounds of creation; I fhould till 
de incircled with the immenſity of thy eſſence; or rather iti!1 
be incloſed in the hollow of thy hand. —Awful, yet de- 
lightful truth ! Let it be interwoven with every tliought! 
and become one with the very conſciouſneſs of my exiticnce 
That I may continually wall with GOD ; and condutt mytclf, 
in every ſtep of my behaviour, “as ſecing ELM that is invi- 
ſible. 

They are the happy perſons; felicity, true felicity, is aer 
own; who live under an habitual tenſe of GOn's ommoteuce, 
and a ſweet perſuaſion of His ſpecial love. It dang-rs threat- 
en their impregnable Defence is at hand. Nothing can be {© 
near to terrify, as their Almighty Guardian to tecure them.— 
To theſe, the hours can never be zediovs; and it is impoſlible, 
for them to be ane Do they ſtep afide from occupations of 
animal life? A more exalted ſet of employments engage 
their attention. They addreſs themſelves, in all the various 
acts of devotion, to their heavenly Father, who now ſees in ſe- 
cret, and will hereafrer rexvard them openly. | hey ſpread all 


— 


their wants, before his indulgent eye; and diſburden all their 


ſorrows, into his compaſſionate boſom. Do they withdraw 
from human fociety? They find themſelves under the more 
immediate regards of their Maker. If they reſign the ſatisfac- 
tions of ſocial intercourſe; it is to cultivate a correſpondence 
with the condefcending DIT, and taſte the pleaſures of di- 
yine friendthip. What is fuch a fate, but the ſuburbs 


of heaven? What is ſuch a conduct, but au antepait of eternal 
blefledneſs ! 


Now 


— 


t Pſalm exxxix. 7, 8, 9. There is, I think, an additional ſtrength 
and beauty in the thought; if, with the learned Mr, Mut, we ſup. 
poſe an antitheſis between the two clauſes of the laſt ve, as there 
evidently is between thoſe of the preceding; and that they exprefe, 
in the poctical Kyle, the extremities of the eaft and ihe al. 
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Now, my foul, the day is ended. The hours are fled. They 
are fled to the ſupreme Judge, and have given in their evidence, 
An evidence, regiſtered in heaven! and to be produced, at 
the great audit. —— Happy hey! whole improvement has k- 
pace with the fleeting minutes. V/ho have ſeized the impcr. 
tant fugitives;. and engaged them in the purfuit of u, or 
devoted them to the ſervice of virtue. 

" Fugitives indeed they are. Our moments flip away filently 
and inſenſibly. The tbief ſteals not more unperceived from 
the pillaged houſe. And will the runagates never ſtop? 
No: wherever we are, however employed, time purfues his 
inceſſant courſe, Though «ve are liſtteſs and dilatory; the 
great meaſurer of our days prefles on; ſtill preſſes on, in his 
unwearied career *; and whirls our weeks, and months, and 
years away.—It is not then ſurpriſingly ſtrange, to hear people 
complain of the z«dior/neſs of their time, and how Heavy it 
hangs upon their hands? To fee them contrive a variety of 
amuſing artiſices, to accelerate its flight, and to get rid of its 
burden ?—— Ab! thoughtleſs mortals! Why need you urge 
the headlong torrent? Your days are ſwifter than a poſt; 
which, carrying diſpatches of the laſt importance, with unre- 
mitted fpecd ſcours the road. They paſs away like the nimble 
ſhips; which have the wind in their wings, and ſkim along the 
watry plain. They haſten to their deſtined period, with the 
rapidity of an eagle: which leaves the ſtormy blaſt behind her, 

while the clcaves the air, and darts uppn her prey f. 
Now the day is gone, how Hort it appears! When my fond 
eye beheld it in perſpeci ive, it ſeemed a very conſiderable ſpace. 
F upon minutes; and hours, ranged behind 
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14 
| I | Sed ſigit interea, ſigit irreparabile tempus. - _ Vine- 
1 + Job ix. 25, 26. By theſe three very expre ſſive images, the the : 
\F inſpired poet repreſents the unintermitied and rapid flight of time, fands 
! f The paſſaue is illuſtrated with great judgment, and equal delicacy» Le 
' in Dr. Gray's moſt inge nious abrig ment of Schultens : «6 Ins ſhutt] 
Fr tribus in ele mentis v2lociſima, hic admirabili cum emphaſt aorngerurnture ficulr 


In terri:, nil pernicius curſore, & gui.:em leli guid ferente. Ratidiur 

tamen athuc undas, non fecant, fed ſupereniant, navigila papyr? can. 

texta. Omnium rapidiſſime aerem grandibus alis perme/itur aqui, — 
græcipiti lupſu ruen in præum. 
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hours ;_ exhibited an extenſive draught, and flattered me with 
a long progreſſion of pleaſures. But, upon a retroſpeFrve view, 
how wonderfully is the ſcene altered! The landſcape, large 
and ſpacious, which a warm fancy drew; brought to the teſt of 
cool experience, ſhrinks into a ſpan. Juſt as the ſhores vaniſh, 
and mountains dwindle to a {pot ; when the ſailor, ſurrounded 
by Kies and ocean, throws his laſt look on his native land. 
How clearly do I no diſcover the cheat! May it never im- 
poſe upon my -unwary imagination again! I find, there is 

ing abiding, on this fide eternity. A lng duration, in a 
ſtate of ſinite exiſtence, is mere illuſion. 

Perhaps the healthy, and the gay, may not readily credit the 
ſerious truth; eſpecially from a young pen, and new to its em- 
ploy. - Let us then refer ourſelves to the deciſion of the ancient. 
Aſk ſome veneradle old perſon who is juſt marching off the 
mortal ſtage ; How many have been the days of the years of thy 
life *? It was a monarch's queſtion ; and therefore can want 
no recommendation, to the faſhionable world. Obſerve 
how he ſhakes his hoary locks, and from a deep felt conviction 
replies; © Fourſcore years have finithed their rounds, to furrow 
theſe cheeks, and cloath this head in ſnow. Such a term 
may ſeem long and large, to inconſiderate youth. But O! 
how ſhort, how ſcanty, to one that has made the experiment ! 
Hart, as a gleam of tranſient ſunſhine; ſcanty, as the ſhadow 
that departeth. Methinks, it was but yeſterday, that I ex- 
changed my childiſh ſports, for many exerciſes; and now, I 
am reſigning them both, for the fleep of death. As ſoon as 
we are born, we begin to draw to our end; and how ſmall is the 
interval between the cradle and the tomb '—— 9! may we 
believe this teſtimony of mature age! May every evening 
bring it, with clearer evidence, to our minds! And may we 
form ſuch an eltimate of the little pittance, while it is upon 
the advancing hand, as we ſhall certainly make, when the 
fands are all run down! 

Let me add one reflection on the ork to be dene, while this 
| ſhuttle is flying through the loom. A work of no f{.nall dit- 


— ficulty, yet of the utmoit conſeqience! Haſt thou not Rows 
| rt 


— 


Gen. xlvii. 8. Hel. Bis. 
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haſt thou not known, the excellent of the earth; who werg 
living images of their Maker! His divine libeneſi was transfuſed 
into their hearts, and beamed forth in all their condluct. 
Beamed forth in mecknefs of wiſdom, and purity of affection; 
in All the tender offices of love, and all the noble efforts of 
zeal. ' To de ſtampt with the fame beautiful ſignature, and to 
be followers of them, as they were of CHRIST H; this, this is 
thy baue. On the accompliſhment of this, the eternal all 
depends. And, will an a Hir of ſuch unſpeakable weight, ad. 
rat of à moment's delay; or conſiſt with the leaſt remiflneſs? 
———-Eſpecially, fince much of thy appointed time is alrea 
dy elapſed; and the remainder is all uncertainty, fave only 


that it is in the very act to fly. Or ſa thou haſt mile 


a covenant with the grave, and waſt aſſured of reaching the 
age of Methuſelah; how ſoon would even ſuch a leaſe expire 
Extend it, if you pleaſe, ſtill farther; and let it be c- 
with nature itſelf. How inconſiderable is the addition! For, 
yet a very little while, and the commiſſioned arch-angel litts 
up his hand to heaven, and ſwears by the Almighty name, T hat 
time ſhall be nd langer. Then, abuſ:d opportunities, will never 

return; 


— * 
* 


This alludes to the beginning of Revelations the xth ; which, 
abſtracted from its ſpiritual meaning, and conſidered only as 2 
ſtately piece of machinery, well de ſerves our attention; and, I will 
venture to ſay, has not its ſupcrior, perhap* not its equal, iu auy of 
the moſt celebrated maſters of Greece and Rome. —— All that is 
gloomy or beautiful in the atmoſphere all that is triktug or mag- 
nificent in every element, is taken to heighten the idea. t no- 
ching is diſproportionate ; hut an uaboru air of ineffable najcity 
greatens, exalt-, ennobles the whole. Be pleaſed to abſerve the 
aſtect of this auguſt per ſonage. A!) the brightneſs of the ſun ſhines 
in his countenauce; and all the rage of the fire, burus in his feet,— 

ee his apparel. The clouds comp ſe his robe and the drapery of 
the ſky flats upon his ſnaulders. The rainbow forms bis dialem; 
and that which ** compaſſeth the heaven with a glorious circle,” 18 
the ornament of Lis head. — Beh d his ar . One fort Raids 
on the ocean, the other refts on ti. lund. The wile-extended carth, 
aud the world of waters, ſerve 28 pee als for th rfe mighty columns. 
Cor ſider the 4. His hand is Jirted up to the hight of the 
ſars, Bs ſpecks; and the regions of the Ermement cob with ow 
* . * 
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43 noc MOMENTO rFENDET ATERNITAS. = 
The weighty ſenſe of which, I know not how to expreſs in Egli, 
more happily, than. in thaſe words of Dr. Watts ; 
Good Gon! on what a fender thread 
Or, on whats womens of time] 
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« Behold ! Now is the 


accepted time · Bchokd ! Now is the 
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of ſalvation,” » 


$ 
y 


d 


Haſte. 


D 3 
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work, pr ' device, no repentanee or ainendraent- in the grave 
whither we: are all hoſting.” | When onee that Te, 
advanced, we 'ſhalt have no other part te ddt om this. earthy 
. EI 
criminal inachivity, muſt lie den in hope Ir ver- 
laſting ſorrow: Then that af dobnywill' ta Slace, 4 le 
that4s/Þoly, let him de holy Milly and de that w let him 
| be filthy ever.” PICS 117: 45 al n 16 * 

Is it ſe my foul ? Ig chis the e o Mme allotted, 
obtaining the great reward, and making chy ſatration ſure? 
Ant are thou lalled-in'a vain ſeauyity; or dreatning in a /upiy 
inndovptency?" Start, Ol ſtart from thy travee- Gird up the 
loins of thy mind, and work while jt is day. Improve the 
A nt ſerd-time, that eternity may 


, os — 21 2 
ann AS 
. Haſte, bade, i Nez ln we, he's at the: der.. 
Tofidious death f Shouk] his hand arreft,. - 
No compoſition ſets the-priſancr free. 
Exxviit. K f. by the-phr 
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to the ground. The Tre Hens rocks; and even the ſolid 
tower totters on its baſis. 

Such variations are kindly contrived, and with an evident 
condbſtenſon to the fickleneſs of our taſte. Becauſe, a perye. 
tha! 1 17 the /ame objects, would create ſatiety and dic 
guff; ther the indulgent Father of our race has diverſiſied 
e univerfal ſcene, and bid every appearance bring with it the 
charm of novelty. This circumſtance is beneficial, as well 
as entertaining. Providence, ever gracious to mortals; ever in. 
tent upon pro ＋ r felicity ; has taken care to mingle, 
in the conſtitution of things what is pleaſing to our imagina- 
tion, with what is ſerviceable to our intereſts. The piercing 
winds, and rugged aſpect of winter, render the balmy pales, 
aud flowery fcenes of ſpring, peculiarly delightful. At the 
fame time, the keen froſts mellow the. foil, and prepare it for 
the hand of induſtry. 'The ruſhing rains impregnate the 
glebe, and fit it to become a magazine of plenty. The earth is 
a greit laboratory; and December's cold collefts the groſs mate. 
rials, which are /ſub/imated by the refining warmth of 11. 
The air is a pure elaſtic fluid; and were it always to remain in 
#75 motionleſs ſerenity, it would loſe much of its active ſpring; 
was it never agitated by / wholeſome concuffions, it would 
contract a noilome, perhaps, a peſtilential taint. In which 
cafes, our reſpiration, inſtead of purifyi corrupt the 
vital juices; inſtead of ſupplying us with re ent, would be a 
fource of diſeaſes; or every gaſp we draw, mighs be unavoid- 
able death. How then ſhould we admire, — LEY 

> 1 
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Conũdering the immenſe quantity of coals, and other combuſ- 
tible materials, which are daily conſumed, and evaporated into the 
air. Conſidering the numberleſs teams, and clouds of ſmoke, which 
almoſt continually overwhelm populous cities: ——the noiſome cx* 
halations, which ariſe from thronged infirmaries, and loathſome 
jails ; from ſtagnating lakes, and putrid fens ; the variety of of- 
fenſive and unwholefome eMuvia, which proceed from other cauſcs, 
Dit is a very remarkable inftance of a Providence, at once tender]y 
kind, and infinitely powerful, that mankind is not ſuffocated with 
ſtench, that the air is not chealed with filth. -The air is the cm- 


mon ſewer into which ten thouſend times ten thouſand nuiſances ate 
iaceſſaut'} 
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299 n 
penſations, es an uniformity | 
ras perpetual — of delights, and an . 
ſeries of advantages 

The darkne/7 is now at its height ; ant! I cannot but admire 
the obliging manner of its taking place. It comes not with a 
blunt and abrupt incivility, but makes gentle and reſpectful ad- 
vanees. A precipitate tranſition, from the ſplendots of day, 
to all. the horrors of midnight, would be inconyenient and 
frightful. It would bewilder the traveller in his j journey; it 
would ſtrike the creation with amazement ; and, perhaps, be 
pernicious to the organs of ſight. Therefore the gloom raſhes 
not upon us inftantaneouſly, but increaſes by ſlow degrees; and 
ſending t2vj/ight before as its harbinger, decently adyertiſes ** 
of its approach. By this means, we are neither alarmed, nor 
mcommoded, by the change; but are able to take all ſuitable 
and timely meaſures, for its reception. Thus graciouſly 
has Providence regulated not only the grand viciſſtudes of the 
ſeaſons, but alſo the commen -A of light and darkneſz, 
vith an apparent reference to our comfort. 

Now, the fierce inhabitants of the fereſt for ſake their dens. 
Athouſand grim forms, a thouſand growling monſters, pace the 
defart. Death is in their Jaws, while ſtung with buuger, and 
athirſt ſor blood, they roam their nightly rounds. ——Unfor- 
tunate the traveler, who is overtaken by the night, in thoſe 
diſmal wilds! How muſt he ſtand aghaſt, at 5 277 
of ravenous throats, and lions roaring after their Mga 
him, propitious heaven! or elſe he muſt fee 8 roſe, 
and hail his native home, no more Now, the prowling 
wolf, like a murderous ruffian, dogs the ſhepherd's footſteps, 
and beſets his bleating charge. The fox, like a crat:y 
tclon, ſteals to the thatched cottage, and carries of the feather- 


2d booty. 


Happy 


» — 
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neeſſantly diſcharged ; yet it is preſerved ſo 0 clear, as to 
illord the molt tranſparent medium for viſion ; fo delicately audula- 
fry, as to tranſmit, with all imaginable dĩſtinct neſs, every diverſity cf 


; fo perfectly pure, as to be the conflant refiner of the fluids, in 
erery animal that breathes. 


CONTEM' LIL ATIONS 
Nr voy. the onl royers th 
n r 


are favages in hu mar“ ape, 
who maffled in n 422 abodes of civili: - life 
The ſons of vialence make choice of this ſeaſon'®; to pe rpetrate 
the moſt outrageons 28 of whorig and robbery. The adulter 
er waiteth for the twilight; and bafer than the villain on the 
; the konour of his boſein friend: Now, fuc- 
tion forms her cloſe cabals, and whiſ her traiterous inſinoa- 
tions. ' Now, rebellion plans her acturſed plots, and prepare 
the tram to blow a nation into ruin. Now crimes, which hide 
their odibus heads in the day, haunt the ſeats of fociety, and 
ſtalk through the glvom with audacious front. Now, the . 
min of the ſtews crawl from their lurking holes, to wallow in 
fin, and ſpread contagion. through the night. Each ſoothing 
1 fond notion, That all is ſafe; That no eyt 
Kre they then concealed ! erous madmen! To dra 
the curtain between their infamous practices, and a little ſet cf 
mortals; but lay them open to all theſe chaſte and wwakeful rye; 
of heaven+! As though the moon and ſtars were made to 
light mon to their revels, and not to Gon. Are they then 
concealed ? No, truly. Was every one of theſe vigilant lu- 
minaries cloſed ; an eye lerner than the lightning's flaſh, an 
eye brighter than ten thouſand ſuns, beholds their every mo- 
tion. Their thickeſt ſhades are beaming day , to the jealous 


* 


Inſpeftor, and fupreme Judge of human alas. Delodel 
creatures! have ye not heard, have ye not read, That clouds 
and darkneſs are HIS majeſtic refidence 62“ In that very 
gloom, to * for covert, he erects his throne. What 
| you 
© — Whoa oi 

Darkens the ſtreets, then — forth the ſons * 

Of Helial, fiuſh'd with infolence and à ine. Mir, 


+—Sed lama videt, ſed jidera tefies 
Intendunt eculcs. 

f This is finely, and very forcidly expreſſed by the Pſalm! 
56 If I ſax, peradvtmure the darkneſs ſhall cover me; then ſt all wy 
night be turned to day.” Or, as it may be reudered ſomewhat 
more emphatieally, E.ven the night ſhalt be broad doy-: ligbe 2M ar 
round re.” Pal. cxxxix. 10. 
| F P:a!. Kcvil. % 
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wu reckon your ſcrecn, is the bar of his tribunal. O] re- 
member this! Stand in awe, and fin not. Remember, that 
the great and tcrrible Gop is about your path ||, when you take 
rour midnight range; is “ about your bed,” when you indulge 
the looſe deſire; * and ſpies out all your ways,” be they ever 
ſo ſecretly conducted, or artfully diſguiſed. | | 

Some minutes ago, à paſſenger croſſed along the road. His 
horſe's foot ſtruck the ground, and fetched fire from the flint. 
My eye, though at a diſtance; catched the view; and faw, 
with great clearneſs, the tranfient ſparkles: Of which, had I 
deen ever ſo near, I ſhould not have diſcerned the legt glimp/e, 
under the blaze of day.—So *, when ſickneſs has drawn 
2 veil over the gaiety of our hearts; when misfortunes have 
ecEpſed the ſplendor of our outward circumſtances ; how ma- 
py important convictions preſent themſelves with the brighteſt e- 
vidence! Under the ſunſhine of proſperity, they lay undif- 
gvered ; but when ſome intervening cloud has darkened the 
ſcene, they emerge from their obſcurity, and even glitter upon 
our minds. Then the world, that deluſive cheat, confeſſes her 
emptineſs : but JEsUs, the bright and morning-ſtar, beams 
forth with inimitable luſtre. Then, Vice loſes all her falacious 
alurements; that painted ſtrumpet is horrible, as the hags of 

Vol. II. E hell: 
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The original words are much ſtionger than the tranſlation 
tipnifying, Thou /#/7:/t my path, and art © intimately acquainted 
with” my ways. The former, I apprehend, denoting the exact 
cognizance, which the Almighty taketh; the latter implying the 
conſtant inſpe ctioun, which he exerciſcth ; over all the eic cumſtances 
of our condu@, Pfal. cxxxix, 2. 


I beg leave to inform the zoung gentleman, whoſe name dignifies 
my dedication ; That his was a remark of his honoured father, when 
ve rede together, and converſed in a duſky evening. I mention 
this cixcumitance, partly, to fecure the paragraph from contempt ; 
partly, to give him, and the world, an idea of that eminently ſe- 
aus taſte, which diftinguiſked my deceaſed friend. The 4% 
tbeiors the reflection, the more clearly it diſcovers a turn of mind 
:emarkably ſpiritual, which would ſuffer nothing to eſcape, without 


rielding fome religious improvement. The meaner the incident, 


he more admirable was that fertility of imagination, which coyi? 
%Cnce the fablimeſt truthis from the woſt trivial occurrences, 
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hell: but Virtue, deſpiſed virtue gains lovelineſs from a la 
ing providence, and treads the ſhades with more than mor 
charms.—— May this reconcile me, and all the ons of /5rr; 
to our appointed ſhare of ſuffering : If tribulation tend to 
ſipate the inward darkneſs? and pour heavenly day upon 
minds; welcome diſtreſs; welcome diſappointment; welce 
whatever our froward fleſh, or peeviſh paſſions, would m 
calamities. 4 Theſe light affliftions, which but are for an 
ment,” ſhall fit eaſy upon ſpirits; ſince they befriend 
knowledge; promote our faith; and fo, „work out for us 
far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. 

How has this darkneſs ſnatched every ſplendid and grace 
object from my fight! It has daſhed the ſponge over the x 
tures of ſpring, and deſtroyed all the delicate diftin7ions 
things. Where are now the fine tinges, which ſo lately char 
ed me from the glowing parterre? The bluſh is ſtruck o 
from the cheeks of the roſe; and the ſnowy bue, is dr. 
from the lily. I caſt my eyes toward a magnilicent ſeat; | 
the aſpiring columns, and fair- expanding front, are mingled 
rude confuſion. Without the ſun, all the elegance of 
blooming world, is a mere blank; all the ſymmetry of archit 
ture, is a ſhapeleſs heap. | 

Is not this an expreſſive emblem of the lovelineſs, which 
Sun of Righteouſneſs trausfuſes into all that is amiable ? Wa 
not for JEsUs, and his merits, I ſhould figh with anguiſh 
ſpirit; even while I rove through ranks of the moſt beauti 

. flowt 


* 
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—— 


® 2 Car. iv. 17. The great Sehens, that oracle of Grecian les 
ing, tranſlates x«(* »7i59%:v, Oni nibil majus dici aut frrigi fi 
But how does the ſenſe rife! How is the idea enlarged, under 
Dich forcible expreſſions ! nab? v rg e: 921285289. .— 
whole verſe is a maſter · piece of the beautiful antithe/is, the I 
deſcription, and the nervous diction. It is one of thoſe exquiſite | 
ſages in the inſpired writings, which, like ſome rich aramatic pla 
cannot be transferred from their own generous and rative | 
without being impaired in their vivacity, and lofing much of tl 
delicacy. Perhaps, the following verſion may be ſomewhat lat 
jurious to the facred original, than the common tranſlation: 
« Our very light affiiftion, which is but juſt for the pretcnt 
ment, worketh out a far more excecding, and incompatablz g“ 
aud <ternal weight of glory,” 
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gowers, or breathe amidſt a wilderneſs of ſweets. Was it not 
for Js$US, and his merits; I ſhould roam like ſome diſconſo- 
late ſpeFire, even through the ſmiles of creation, and the ca- 
reſſes of fortune. My converſation in this world, though 
drefſed in the moſt engaging forms of external pleaſure, would 
be like the paſſage of a condemned malefafter, through enamel- 
led meadows, and bowers of bliſs, to be broke upon the wheel, 
or to expire on the rack. Bat a daily reflection on the 
IAus's atoning blood; a comfortable truſt, that my ſoul is 
reconciled through this divine expiation; this is the ray, the 
ray, which irradiates the face of the univerſe. This is 
the oil of beauty, which makes all things wear a chearful aſ- 
pelt; and the ci of gladneſi, which diſpoſes the ſpeCtator to 
behold them with delight +. This, this is the ſecret charm, 
which tcaches nature, in all her proſpects and all her pro- 
ductions, ſo exquilitely to pleaſe. 

« Man goeth forth to his work, and to his labour, till the e- 
yening. But then his ſtrength fails; his ſpirits flag; and he 
ſtands in need, not only of ſome reſpite from toil, but of ſome 
kindly and ſovereign refreſhments. What an admirable 
proviſion for this purpole, is ſleep Sleep introduces a moſt 
welcome vacation, both for the foul and body. The exerciſes 
of the brain, and the labours of the hand, are at once diſcon- 

122 tinued. 
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f Thus applied, that fine piece of fa!tcry, addreſſed to the heg- 
ten Emperor, is ſtrictly and literally rue. 
Vultus ubi tan 
Fulſit populo, gratior it dies, 
| Et foles melius nitent. Hor at. 
Fhich I would caſt into a Chriſtian mould, and thus tranſlate : 
When faith preſents the Savionr's death, 
And whiſpers, This is thine,” 
Sweetly my rifing hours advance, 
And peacefully decline. 


While ſuch my views, the radiant ſua 
Sheds a more ſprightly ray ; 
Fach object ſmiles, all nature charms, 


I fog my cares away. 
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tinued. So that the wenry limbs repair their exhauſted xj. 
gour ; while the penſive thoughts drop their load of ſorrows, 
and the buſy ones reſt from the fatigue of application 
Moft reviving cordial! Equally ' beneficial! to our animal and 
intellectual powers. It ſupplies the fleſhly machine, and 
keeps all its nice movements in a proper poſture for cafy phy. 
It animates the thinking faculties with freſh alacrity, and re- 


&indles their ardor for the ſtudies of the dawn. Without 
theſe enlivening recruits, how foon would the moſt robuſt 


conſtitution, be waſted into a walking fteleton ; and the moſt 
learned ſage, degenerate into a hoary idiot /- Some time 
ago, I beheld, with ſurpriſe, poor Floris. His air was will; 
his countenance meagre ; his thoughts roving, and {p-2ch di- 
concerted. Enquiring the cauſe of this ſtrange alteration, ! 
was informed, that for ſeveral nights, he had not cloſed bi. 
eyes in fleep. For want of which 20 reftornticn, that fpright- 
ly youth, (who was once the life of the diſcourſe, and the 
darling of the company) is become a ſpectacle of miſcry and 
horror. * | 

How many vf my fellow-creatyres are, at this very inſt:nt, 
confined to the bed of languiſhing; and complaining, with 
that illuſtrious ſufferer of old, * weariſome nights are appoint- 
ed to me *!” Inſtead of indulging foft repoſe, they are count- 
ing the tedious hours; telling every ſtriking clock; or men- 
ſuring the very moments, by their throbbing pulſe. How ma- 
ny, haraſſed with pain, moſt paſſionately long to make fome 
little truce with their agonies, in peaceful flumbers! How wa- 
ny, fick with di/ſquietude, and reſtleſs even on their downy pil- 
!ows, would purchaſe this tranfient oblivion of their woes, al- 
moſt at any rate 'That, 'which wealth cannot procure; 
which multitudes figh for in vain; thy God has beſtowed on 
thee, times out of number. The welcome vifttant, punctual at 
the needed hour has entered thy chamber, and poured his 
poppies round thy couch. Has gently cloſed thy eye-lids, and 
thed his ſlumberous dews ayer all thy ſenſes. 

Since fleep is ſo abſolutely neceſſary; ſo ineſtimably valu- 
able; obſerve, what a fine apparatus almighty goodneſs has 


made, 


. e 
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— 
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* Job vii. 3. 
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made, to accommodate us with the balmy bleffing. With 
how kind a precaution, he removes whatever might obſtruct 
its acceſs, or impede its influence! He draws around us the 
curtain of darkneſs ; which inclines us to a drowſy indolence, 
and conceals every object, that might too ſtrongly agitate the 
ſenſe. He conveys gear into our apariments; and impoſes 
flence, on the whole creation. Every animal is bidden to 
tread ſoftly, or rather to ceaſe from its motion, when man is 
retiring to his repoſe. May we not diſcern, in this gracious 
diſpoſition of things, the tender cares of a nurſing mo: ben: who 
huthes every noiſe, and fecludes every diſturbance, when the 
has laid the child of her love to reſt ? S, by ſuch ſoothing cir- 
eumſtances, and gently-working opiates, HE giveth, 10 his be- 
— +: 


Another ſignal inſtance of a Providence intent upon our 


welfare, is, that we are preſerved /afe in the hours ot ſlumber. 
How are we then loſt to all apprehenſion of danger; even 
theugh the murderer be at our bed-tide, or his naked ſword 
at our breaſt ! Deſtitute of all concern for ourſelves, we are 
unable to hit of, much more to provide for, our own tecurt- 

At theſe moments therefore, we lie open to innumerable 
perils: Perils, from the reſiſtleſs rage of flames: Periis, from 


the inſidious artifices of thicvcs, or the outrageous violence of 


robbers : Perils, from the irregular worzings f of our own 
| | thoughts, 


——— 


_ + Plal. cxxvii. 3. 


t I think, it is referable only to a ſuperintending and watchful 
Providence, that we are not hurried into the molt pernicizus actions, 
when onr imagination is heated, and our reaſon ſtupified by dreams. 
We have ſometimes heard of unfortunate perſoas, who, 
walking in their ſleep, have thrown themſelves headlong from a win- 
dow, and been daſhed to death on the pebbles. ' And whence is it, 
tha: ſuch diſaſtrous accidents are only related as pieces of news, not 
experienced by ourſelves, or our families? Were our minds more ſo- 


ber in their operations, or more circumſpec in their regards? No, 


verily. Nothing could be more wild, than their excurſions; and 
none could be more inattentive to their dyn welfare. Therefore, 
if We have laid ut down, and /lcpt in peace; it was, becauſe the 
LORD vouchſafed us the ſweet refreſhment; if We ro/+ _ in 

tatety 
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thoughts, and eſpecially from the incurſions of our ſpiritual e- 


What dreadful miſchief might that reſtleſs, that implacable 
adverſary of mankind work, was there not an inviſible hand to 
controul his rage, and protect poor mortals + What ſcenes of 
horror might he repreſent to our imaginations, and . ſcare us 
with dreams, or terrify us with viſions *!” But the Keeper of 
Iſrael, who never flumbers nor interpoles in our behalt; 
at once to cheriſh us under his wings, and to defend us as with a 
ſhield It is faid of $:fomon ; That threeſcore valiant 
men were about his bed; all expert in war; every one with 
his ſword upon bis thigh, becauſe of fear in the night 4.” 
But one greater than So/omon; one mightier than myriads of 
armed hoſts ; even the great JEHOVAH, in whom is everlaſt- 

A | ing 


ſafety: it was, becauſe the LORD ſuftained us with his unremitted 
Wil the candid reader excuſe me, if I add a ſhort ſtory ; or ra - 
ther a matter ſact, ſuitable to the preceding remark ?: T 
perſons, who had been hunting together in the day, flept together 
the following night. One of thera was renewing the purſuit in his 
dream; and, having run the whole circle of chace, came, at 
laſt, to the fall of the ſtag. Upon this, he cries out, with a deter- 
mined ardor, P// Lill him ; PI kill him; and immediately feels for 
the knife which he carried in his pocket. His companion happen- 
ing to be awake, and obſerving what paſſed, leaped from the bed. 
Being ſecure from danger, and the moon ſhining in the room, |. 
ftood to view the event. When, to his inexpreſſible ſurpriſe, .- 
infatuated ſportſman gave ſeveral deadly ftabs, in the very place, 
where, a moment before, the throat and the life of his friend lay. 
—— This I mention, as a proof, that nothing hinders us, even 
from being aſſaſſins of others, or murderers of ourſelves, amidſt the 
mad fallies cf fleep ; only the preventing tare of our heavenly Fa- 
ther. | 
* What a complete maſter that malignant ſpirit is, in exhibiting 
viſeomary repreſentations, appears from his conduct towards CHAIIT 
on the high mountain ; and that he is too ready, if not reſtrained 
by an over-ruling power, to employ his dexterity in affiting man, 
ind, is evid-nt from his treatment of h, . See Luke iv. 5, 34 
i. 14. 5 
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ing ſtrength; he vouchſafes to encemp about our houſes; to 


watch over our ſteeping minutes, and to ſtop all the avenues 
of #1.——O! the unwearied and condeſcending goodneis of 
our Creator! who ils us to our ret, by bringing on the filent 
ſhades : and plans his own ever-watchful eye as our centine!, 
whilc we enjoy the needful repoſe. 

Reaſon, now, reſigns her ſedate office; and fancy, extrava- 
gant Fancy, leads the mind through a maze of vanity. Ihe 
head is crouded with falſe images, and tantaliſed with the moſt 
ridiculous miſapprehenſions of things. Some, are expatiating 
amidſt fairy fields, and gathering garlands of viſionary bliſs ; 
while their bodies are ſtretched on a wiſp of ſtraw, and ſhel- 
tered by the cobwebs of a barn. Others, quite inſenſible of 
their room of ſtate, are mourning in a doleful dungeon, or 
ſtruggling with the raging billows. Perhaps, with haſty ſteps, 
they climb the craggy cliff; and with real anxiety, fly from the 
imaginary danger. Or elte, benumbed with ſudden fear, and 
finding themſelves unable to eſcape, they give up at once their 

and their efforts; and, though reclined on a couch of 
ivory, are ſinking, all helpleſs and diſtreſſed, in the furious 
whirlpool. So unaccountable are the vagaries of the brain, 
while fleep maintains its dominion over the limbs ! 
But ĩs this the only ſeaſon, when abſurd incoherent irregulari- 


ties play their magic on our minds? Are there not thote who 


dream, even in their waking moments Some pride them- 
ſelves in a notion of ſuperior excellency, becauſe the royal fa- 
vour has annexed a few ſplendid titles to their names; or be- 
cauſe the dying filk-worm has bequeathed her fineſt threads, to 
cover their nakedneſs.— Others congratulate their own fig- 
nal happineſs, becauſe loads of golden lumber are amaſſed to- 
gether in their coffers; or promiſe themſelves a moſt ſuperla- 
tive felicity indeed, when ſome thouſands more are added to 
the ufeleſs heap.—Nor are there wanting others, who gape 
afrer ſubſtantial ſatisfaction from airy applauſe; and flattet 
themſelves with I know not what immortality in the momen - 

buz of renown. 


ſonable in their opinions, than the poor ragged wretch in his 
reveries; who, while ſnoring under a hedge, exults in the 
poſſeſſion of his ſtately palace and ſumptuous furniture ?2—it 
perſons, who are very vaſſuls to their own domineering paſſion, 
and Ig} captrre, by numberleſs teriptations: if theſe perfon.. 

gude 


Are any of theſe a whit more rea- 
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pique themſelves with a conceit of their liberty, and fancy 
themſclves the and gallant ſpirits of the age: where 
is the difference between — and the madman's frenzy; 
who, though chained to the floor, is throned in thought, 4 
wielding an imaginary ſceptre? In a word; as many as bor. 
row their dignity from a plume of feathers, or the gaudy tran 
pings of fortune; as many as ſend their fouls to ſeck 4 bliſs 
in the blandiſhments of ſenſe, or in any thing ſhort of the d. 
vine favqur, and a well-grounded hope of the incorruptible 
inheritance |}; what are they but dreamers with their eye; 
open; delirious, though in health ? 

Would you fee their picture, drawn to the very life; anal the 
ſucceſs of their ſchemes, calculated with the utmoſt exact; ; 
caſt your eye upon that fine repreſentation, exhibited by the 
prophet : It ſhall be even as when a hungry man dreameth, 
and behold, he eateth; but he awaketh, and his foul is empty: 
Or as when a thirſty man dreameth, behold, he drinkcth ; 
and behold he is faint, and his foul hath appetite *.” Such 
is the race, and ſuch the prize, of all thoſe c. andidatcs for ho- 
nour and joy; who run wide from the mark of "the high call- 
ing of Gop, in CarisT JEsUs. They live in vanity, and 
die in woe. Awaken us, merciful Lon p, from thefe n:2- 
tide trancts! Awaken us, while conviction may turn to our 
advantage, and not ſerve only to encreaſe our torment. O 
let our eyes be enlightened, to diſcern the things that are 
excellent; and no longer be impoſed upon by fantaſtic ap- 
pearances, which, however pompous they may ſeem, will prove 
more empty than the vifions of the night, more tranſient than 
the dream that is forgotten. 

Having mentioned fleep and dreams, Ict me once again con- 
der thoſe remarkable incidents of our frame: fo very / remark- 
able, that I may venture to call them, a kind of experimental 
myſtery, and little leſs than a ſtanding miracle. Behold thc 
.moſt vigorous conſtitution, when ſtretched on the bed of eaſc, 
and totally refigned to the ſlumbers of the night. Its activity 
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x opprefſed with fetters of indolence; its ſtrength is conſign- 
ed over to a temporary annihilation ; the nerves are like a bow 
unſtrung, and the whole animal ſyſtem is like a motionlefs log. 
——— Behold a perſon of the moſt delicate ſenſations, and amiable 
fhofitions. His eyes, though thrown wide open, admit not 
the viſual ray; at leaſt, diſtinguiſh not objects. His ears, with 
the organs unimpalred, and articulate accents beating upon 
the drum, perceive not the ſound ; at leaſt, apprehend not the 
meaning. The ſenſes, and their exquiſitely fine feelings, arc 
drerwhelmed with an unaccountable ſtupefaftion. You call 
him a ſacia creature; but where are his ſocial affections? He 
knows not the father that begat him; and takes no notice of 
the friend that is as his own ſoul. The wife of his boſom may 
expire by his ſide, and he lie more unconcerned than a bar: - 
ran. The children of his body, may be tortured with the 
rereſt pangs; and he, even in the ſame chamber, rema:; -: 
touched with the leaſt commiſeration. Behold the met 
genious ſcholar : whoſe judgment is piercing, and able to tra- 
the moſt intricate difficulties of ſcience ; his taſte refined, and 
quick to reliſh all the beauties of ſentiment and compoſition. 
Yet, at this junCture, the thinking faculties are unhinged, and 
the intellectual ceconomy quite diſconcerted. Inſtead of cloſe 
connected reaſonings, nothing but a disjointed huddle of abſurd 
ideas; inſtead of well-digeſted principles, nothing but a dit- 
orderly jumble of crude conceptions. The moſt palpable de- 
luſions, impoſe upon his imagination. The whole night paſſes, 
and he frequently miſtakes it for a ſingle minute: is not ſen- 
ible of the tranſition, hardly ſenſible of any duration. 

Yet, no ſooner docs the morning dawn, and day-light ente 
the room; but this ſtrange enchantment vaniſhes. The man 
wakes, and finds himſelf poſſeſſed of all the valuable endow- 
ments ; which, for ſeveral hours, were ſuſpended, or loſt. His 
lnews are braced, and fit for action. His ſenſes are alert and 
keen. The romantic viſionary brightens into the maſter of 


reaſon. The frozen or benumbed affections, melt with ten- 


lerneſs, and glow with benevolence. And what is beyond 
neaſure ſurpriſing, the intoxicated mind works itſelf ſober, 
tot by flow degrecs but in the twinkling of an eye, recovers 
rom its perturbation. Why does not the ſtupor, which dead- 
ens all the nice operations of the animal powers, hold faſt its 
oppre ſſion? When the thoughts are once difadjuſted, why are 
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thcy not always in confuſion ? How is it, that they are ral- 
lied in a moment; and, from the wildeſt irregularity, reduced 
to the moſt orderly array? From an inactivity reſembling 
death; how is the body fo ſaddenly reſtored, to vigor and a- 
cility ? from extravagancies, bordering upon madnels; hoy i: 
the underitanding infantanzonuſly re-eſtabliſhed, in {ctlate- 
nes and harmony ?——Surely, this is the LornD's doing, 
and it ſhould be marvellous in our eyes: ſhould awaken cur 
gratiturle, and infpicit our praiſe. 

This is the time, in which ghet are ſuppoſed to make their 
appearance. Now, the timercus imagination teems with phan- 
roms, and creates numberleſs terrors to itſelf. , Now dreary 
forms in ſullen ſtate, talk along the gloom; or, ſwifter than 
Ughtning, glide acrots the ſhades. Now, voices more than 
mortal “ are heard from the echoing vaults, and groans iſſue 
from the hollow tombs. Now, melancholy ſpectres vilit the 
ruins of ancient monaſteries, and frequent the ſolitary dweil- 
ings of the dead. They paſs and repaſs, in unſubſtantial 
images, along the forſaken galleries; or take their determined 
{tand, over ſome lamented grave.— How often has the 
tchool-boy fetched a long circuit, and trudged many a needleſs 
itep, in order to avoid the haunted church-yard ? Or, if ne- 
cellity, fad neceſſity, has obliged him to croſs the ſpot; where 
b'iman ftulls are lodged below, and the badeful year ſhed ſuper- 
numerary horrors above; a thouſand hideous ttories ruſh into 
his memory. Fear adds wings to his feet; he ſcarce touches 
the ground, dares not once look behind him; and bleites his 
good fortune, if no frightful ſound purred at his heels, it ny 
ghaſtly ſhape bolted upon his fight. 

It is ſtrange to obſerve the exceflive timidity, which polleſſes 
many people's minds, on this fanciful occaſion ; while they are 
void of all concern, on others of the-moſt tremendous i» port. 
Thoſe, who are ſtartled, in any dark and lonely walk, at the ge. 
ry apprehenſion of a ſingle ſpectre ; are nevertheleſs unimpreſſed 
at the ſure proſpect, ot entering into a whole world of diſem- 


bodied 
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Vox quoqne fer lucos vulgs exaudita filentes 
Irgem, & frmulacra modis pallentia miris : 
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bodied beings. Nay, are without any emotions of awe, though 
know themſelves to be haſtening into the preſence of the 
great, infinite, and eternal Spirit. Should ſome pale meſ- 
ſenger from the regions of the dead, draw back our curtains at 
the hour of midnight; and appointing ſome particular place, 
fy, as the. horrid apparition to Brutus, Ti meet thee there * - 
[ believe, the boldeſt heart would feel ſomething like a panic; 
would ſeriouſly think upon the adventure, and be in pain fer 
the event. But when a voice from heaven cries, in the a- 
wakening language of the prophet, prepare to meet thy GOD, 
0 Iſrael ; how little is the warning regarded ! How toon is it 
forgot ? Prepoſterous itupidity! To be utterly unconcernea, 
where it is tlie trueſt wiidom to take the alarm; and to becu!ll 
trepidation, where there is nothing really terrible! D. 
thou, my foul, remeniber thy Saviour's admonition; “ 1 quilt 
firewarn you whim you ſhall fear. Fear not thele immgina 
horrors of the night. But fear that au tul Being; whole re— 
relation of himſelf, though with expreſitons of peculiar mercy, 
made Meſes, his favourite tervant, tremble exccedingly. 
Whoſe manifeſtation, when he appears with purpoſes of in- 
exorable vengeance, will make mighty congueicrs, who were 
familiar with dangers, and eſtranged to diſmay; call upon thc 
mountains to fall on them, and the rocks to cover them. 
The menace of whoſe majeſtic eye, when he comes attended 
with thouſand thouſands of his immortal hoſts, will make the 
very heavens cleave aſunder, and the carth flee away. O! 
dread H1s diſpleaſure; ſecure His favour; and then thou 
mayeſt commit all thy other anxictics to the wind. Thou 

mayeſt laugh at every other fear.” N 
This brings to my mind a memorable and amazing occur- 
rence, recorded in the book of Fob T. Which is, 1 think, 
no inconfiderable proof of the real cxi/ience of apparitions , 
| ON 


6 


* The ſtory of Brutus, and his evi! genius, is well known. Nor 
muſt it be denied, that the preciſe words of the ſpectre to the hero 
were, I' meet thee at Philippi. But, as this would not anſwer my 
purpoſe, | was obliged to make an alteratiory in the circumitan-.: 
of place. | 
+ Amos iv. 12. 1 Job iv. 12, 14, &c- 


I a proof of the real exiſt:nc? of atparitions. — If the ſenie, * 


which 1 have always underſtood this paſſage, be true, — A. 
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vn ſome very extr | ; while it diſcounte. 
nances thoſe legions of idle tales, which ſuperſtition has raiſed, 
and credulity received. Since it teaches us, that if, at any 
time thoſe viſitants from the unknown world, render them. 
ſelves perceivable by mortals, it is not upon any errand of tri. 
volous conſequence; but, to intelligences of the utmoſt 
moment, or to work impreſſtons of the higheſt advantage. 

It was in the dead of night. All nature lay ſhrouded in 
darkneſs. Every creature was buried in fleep. A profound 
ſilence reigned through the univerſe. In theſe folemn mo- 
ments, Eliphax alone, all wakeful and ſolitary, was muſing 
upon ſublime and heavenly ſubjects. When, lo! an awful 
be ing, from the inviſible realms, burſt into his apartment . 


1 
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bar, 1 apprehend, was neither in a trance, nor in à dream, but per- 
ſectly awake. Though he ſpeaks of ſleep; he ſpeaks of it, as fal- 
len not upon 4::ſclf, but upon other men. He dees not mention 
dreams, though Somnia, would have ſuited the verſe (if the book 
be in metre) altogether as well as YViffones. It could not, ſurely 
be a uind, as ſome tranſlate the Hebgew word, becauſe the circum- 
ſtance of Handing ſtill, is not ſo compatible with the nature of a 
wind: and a wind would have paſſed ave him, all around him, az 
well as before him. Not to add, how low a remark it is, and how 
unworthy of a place in fo auguſt a deſcription, that he could not diſ- 
cern the form of a wind. It ſeems, therefore, to have been a ral 

ſpirit ; either angelical, as were thoſe, who preſented themſelves to 
Abraham reſting at the door of his tent, and to Lat fitting in the 
gate of Sodom; or elſe, the ſpirit of ſome departed ſaint, as in the caſe 
ef Samuel's apparition, or the famous appearance of Moſes and E- 
lijab on the mount of transfiguration. A ſpirit aſſuming ſome 
tehicle, in order to become viſible to the human eye. Which, ze- 
cordingly E/iphaz ſaw, exbibiting itſelf as an object of fight. But 
ſaw ſo obſcurely and indiſt ĩinctly, that he was not able, either to dt- 
rite its fed, or to diſcern whom it reſenbi;d. 

+ I have given this ſolemn picture a modern dreſs, rather for the 
ſake of variety and illuftration, than from any apprehenfion of im- 
proving the admirable original. Such an attempt, I am ſenſible, 
would be more abſurdly vain than to lacquer gold, or paint the dia. 
mond. The deſcription, in Eliphaz's own language, is awful and 
affecting to the laſt degree. A nigbi- piece dreſſcd in all the cireum- 
flances of the deepeſt hotror. I queſtion, whether Shateſpear him 


{If 2 though ſo peculiarly happy for bis great command of terrifying 
images, 
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it paſſed before his face. Aſtoniſhment ſeized the behold- 
2 2 his fleſh trembled all o- 
ver him; and the hair of his head ſtood erect with horror. 
Sudden and unexpected, was the appearance of the phantom; 
not ſuch its departure. I food ſtill to preſent itſelf more fully 
to his view. It made a folemn pauſe, to prepare his mind for 
ſome momentous meſſage. After which, a voice was heard. 
A voice, for the importance of its meaning, to be had 
in everlaſting remembrance ; for the ſolemnity of its delivery, 
enough to alarm a heart of ſtone. It ſpoke; and this was the 
purport of its words; c Shall man, frail man, be juſt be- 
fore the mighty GOD ? Shall even the moſt accompliſhed of 
mortals be pure in the ſight of his Maker ?“ Behold, and 
conſider it attentively. Vle put no ſuch truft in his moſt ex- 
alted ſervants, as ſhould beſpeak them incapable of defect. 
« And his very angels he charged with folly;” as ſinking, even 
in the higheſt perfection of their holineſs, infinitely beneath 
his tranſcendent glories ; as falling, even in all the fidelity of 
their obedience, inexpreſſibly ſhort of the homage duc to his 
adorable majeſty. If angelic natures muſt not preſume to juſ- 
tify, either themſelves, or their ſervices, before uncreated pu- 
rity; Bow much more ablurd is fuch a notion, how much more 
impious ſuch an attempt, in them that dwell in houſes of clay: 


whoſe original is from the duſt, and whoſe ſtate is all imper- 
feftion !”? 


I would 


has any thing ſuperior or cr mparable to this. The judges 
of * compoſition ſee the mafterly ſtrokes: and, I believe, the 
moſt ordinary reader feels them, chilling his blood, and awakening 
emotions of dread in his mind. 

There ſeems to be a ſignificant and beautiful gradation in the 
Hebrety text, which I have endeavoured to preſerve, by a ſort of 
paraphraſtic verſion. The reader will obſerve a new turn given to 
iment: preferable, I think, to that which our Engli/h tranſ- 
lation exhibits. Not, Hall man be more juſt than GO D? But, 
ſhall man be juſt before, or in the fight of GOD ? The paſſage, thus 
rendered, ſpeaks a truth, incomparably more weighty, and needful 
to be inculcated. A truth, exactly parallel to that humbling con- 
tefſion of the prophet, we are all as an unclean thing ; and to that 
— — of the Pſalmiſt, in thy fight ſhall no man living be 
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I would obſerves from hence, the very ſingular neceſſity of 
that poverty of ſprrit, which entirely renounces its own attain. 
ments; and molt thankfully /ubmits to the righteouſneſs of the 
incarnate Gop. To inculcate this leſſon, the Son of the 
Bleſſed came down from heaven; and preſſed no other prin. 
ciple, with ſo repeated + an importunity, on his hearers. To 
inſtil the fame doctrine, the Hor v Gos r touched the lips 
of the apoſtles with ſacred eloquence; and made it an eminent 
part of their commiſſion, « to demoliſh every high imagina. 
tion.” That no expedient might be wanting to give it a deep 
and laſting efficacy on the human mind; a phantom ariſes 
from the valley of the thadow of death, or à teacher deſcends 
from the habitation of ſpirits. Whatever then we neglect; 
let us not neglect to cultivate this grace, which has been to va. 
riouſly taught, ſo powerfully enforced. 

Hark ! a deu voice. Wich ſudden ftarts, and hideous 
ſcreams, it diſturbs the ſilence of the peaceful night. It is the 


ſereech-orvl, ſometimes in frantic, ſometimes in diſconſolate ac- 


cents, uttering her woes tf. She flies the vocal grove, and 
ſhuns the ſociety of the feathered choir. The blooming gar. 
dens, and the flowery meads, have no charms for her. Ob- 
ſcene ſhades, ragged ruins, and walls overgrown with ivy, arc 
her favourite haunts. Above the mouldering precipice nods, 


and threatens a fall : below, the toad crawls, or the poiſonous 


adder hiſſcs. The ſprightly morning, which awakens other 
animals into joy, adminiſters no pleaſure to this glooming re- 
cluie. 


f 


| '? 
+ It is well worthy of our obſervation, ſays an excellent com- 


- mentator, ** That no one ſentence uttered by our Loxn, is ſo fre- 


quentiy repeated as this; IWhoſsever ſhall exalt him'elf, ſball le a. 
baſed: and he that humbleth himſelf ſhall be exalted.” Which 07-» 
oecurs in the Evangelifts, but is\zever duly accompliſhed in us, t:.! 
we diſclaim all pretention to merit and righteouſneſs of our own, 
and feek them only in the atonement and obedience of Jzsvs CAST. 


t Solaque culminibus ferali carmine bubo 
Sepe queri, longa/que in fletum ducere vaces, 
Thus ſung that charming genius, that prince of the ancient pos 
that moſt conſummate maſter of elegance and accuracy; all who: 
iments are nature, whoſe every de/cription is a picture, Whel: 
whole las guage is muſid —== V1RG1L, 
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Even the ſmiling face of day, is her averſion; and all 
its lovely ſcenes, create nothing but uneaſineſs. 

So, juſt ſo, would it fare with the wagedly; were it poſſible 
to ſuppoſe their admiſſion, into the chaſte and bright abodes 
of endleſs felicity. They would find nothing but diſappoint- 
ment and ſhame, even at the fountain-head of happineſs and 
honour. For how could the tongue, habituated to prof in-- 
ei taſte any delight inthe harmonious adorations of heaven? 
How could the lips, cankercd with ſander, reliſli the raptures 
of everlaſting praiſe? Where would be the ſatisfaction of the 
vain beauty, or the /upercilious grandee ? Since, in the temple 
of the ſkies, no incenſe of flattery would be addreſſed to the 
former, nor any obſequious homage paid to the latter. The 
ſpatleſs and inconceivable purity of the bleſſed Gop, would 
flaſh confuſion on the laſcivious eye. The envious mind, 
muſt be on a rack of ſelf-tormenting paſſizns ; to obſerve mil- 
ons of happy beings, ſhining in the perfections of glory, and 
folacing themſelves in the fulneſs of joy. In ſhort; the 
unſanctied ſoul amid{t holy and triumphant fpirits ; even in 
the refined regions of bliſs and immortality ; would be like 
this melancholy bird, diſlodged from her darkſome retirement, 
and impriſon ed under the beams of day +. 

The voice of this creature {cre:ming at our windows, or of 
the raven croaking over our houſes, is, they ſay, a token of ap- 


proaching 


11 


+ I would beg of the reader to obſerve, with what emhανν and 
propriety our Los touches this important point, in his memorable 
reply to Nicodemus. Ferily, verily, I ſay unto thee, exc:pt a man bs 
born again, he CannoT enter into the kirgdom of heaven; q. d. 1 
wave the authority of the ſupreme Judge, and ſpeak with the c5::- 
deſcention of a teacher in Hracl. Though I might, without being 
liable to the leaſt contronl, paſs it into a ſovereign decree; tha: unte- 
newed mortals, who are ſlaves to corrupt appetite, SHALL NOT enter 
the habitations of the juſt; I rather chonle to repreſent it, as S caſe 
utterly impoſitle « and charge the calamity, not upon divine fc ocricy, 
but upon human folly, Such perſons, from the very nature of 
things, preclude themiclves; they incapacitate ther own niunds ; 
and contratieties muſt be reconciled, before /e, ta ther untegene— 
rate condition, can be partakers of thoſe fit 1H, ſublims de- 


lights.“ John if. 3. 
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proaching death. There are perſons, who would regard fuch 
an incident, with no ſmall degree of ſolicitude. Trivial as it 
is ; it would damp their fpirits, perhaps, break their reſt.— 

ne cannot but wonder, that people ſhould ſuffer themſelves 
to be affrighted at ſuch fantaſtical, and yet be quite unaffected 
with real preſages of their diſſolution. Real preſages of this 
awful event, addreſs us from every quarter. What are theſe 
incumbent gloms which overwhelm the world, but a kind of 
gall, provided for nature; and an image of that long night, 
which will quickly cover the inhabitants of the whole earth? 
What an affinity has the fleep 6, which will very ſoon weigh 
down my drowſy eye-lids, with that ſtate of entire ceſſation, 
in which all my ſenſes muſt be laid aſide! The filent chamber, 
and the bed of ſlumber, are a very ſignificant repreſentation of 
the land, where all things are huſhed; all things forgotten, 
What meant that deep death-be!! note, which, the other 
evening, ſaddened the air ! Laden with heavieſt accents, it 
ſtruck our ears, and ſeemed to knock at the door of our 
hearts. Surely, it brought a meſſage to ſurviving mortals, and 
thus the tidings ran: © Mortals, the deſtroyer of your race 
is on his way. The laſt enemy has begun the purſuit; and is 
gaining ground upon you, every moment. His paths are 
ftrewed with hcaps of fan Eben now his javelin has laid 


one of your neighbours in the duſt; and willi ioon, very foon, 


aim the inevitable blo2v, at each of your lives.” 

We need not go down to the charnei-houſe, nor carry our 
ſearch into the repoſitories of the dead; in order to find me- 
morials of our impending doom. A multitude of theſe re- 
membrancers are planted in all our paths, and point the heed- 
leſs paſſengers to their long home. I can hardly enter a con- 
ſiderable town, but I meet the funeral proceffion, or the 
mourners going about the ſtreets. The hatchment ſuſpended 
on the wall, or the crape ſtreamiag in the air, are ſilent inti- 
mat ions, that both rich and peer have been emptying their 
houſes, and repleniſhing their ſepulchres. I can ſcarce join 
in any converſation, but mention is made of ſome that are 
given over by the phyſician, and hovering on the confines ot 
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eternity; of others, that have juſt dropt their clay amidſt 
ing friends, and are going to appear before the Judge of 
all the earth. 'There is not a news-paper comes to my hand ; 
but amidſt all its entertaining narrations, reads ſeveral ſerious 
LAures of mortality. What elſe are the repeated accounts 
of age, worn out by ſlow-conſuming ſickneſs of youth, 
u ſhed to pieces by ſome ſudden ſtroke of caſualty=—ot pa- 
riots, exchanging their ſeats in the ſenate, for a lodging in 
the tomb——of miſers, reſigning their breath, and (O relent- 
fs deſtiny !) leaving their very riches for others: Even the 
rehicles of our amuſement, are regiſters of the deceaſed ; and 
the voice of fame ſeldom ſounds, but in concert with a Enel. 
Theſe monitors croud every place; not ſo much as the 
ſcenes of our diverſion excepted. What are the decorations 
of our public buildings, and the moſt elegant furniture of our 
3 but the imagery of death; and trophies of the tomb; 
— marble buſt; and thoſe gilded pictures; how ſolemnly 
they recognize the fate of others, and ſpeakingly remind us of 
our own =I ſee, I hear, and O! I feel this great truth. 
I is interwoven with my conſtitution. The frequent decays 
of the ſtructure foretel its final ruin. What are all the pains, 
that have been darted through my limbs; what every diſeaſe, 
that has aſſaulted my health; but the advanced guards of the 
foe? \ hat are the languors and wearineſs, that attend the 
labours of each revolving day; but the more ſe-ret practicet of 
the adverſary, ſlowly undermining the earthly tabernacle ? 


Amidſt ſo many notices, ſhall we go on thoughtleſs and un- 


concerned? Can none of theſe prognoſtics, which are ſure as 
oracles, awaken our attention, and engage our circumſpettion ? 
Noah, it is written, © being warned of God; prepared an ark.” 
lnitate, my foul, imitate this excellent example. Admoniſh- 
ed by ſuch a cloud of witneſſes, be continually putting thyſelf 
in a readineſs for the laſt change. Let not that day, of which 
thou haſt ſo many infallible figns, come upon thee unawares. 
Get the ivy untwined, and thy affections diſentangled from this 
inchanting world; that thou mayeſt be able to quit it, without 


reluctance. Get. the dreadful hand-writing cancelled, and all 
thy fins blotted out; that thou mayeſt depart in peace, and 


late nothing to fear at the deciſive tribunal. Get, Ol] get 
thyſelf intereited in the Redeemer's merits, and transformed in- 


to biz facred image; then, ſhalt thou be meet for the inherit- 


Fat. I. 8 ance 
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ance of ſaints in light, and mayeſt even defire to be diſſolved, 


and to be with CHRIS Tr. 
Sometimes, in my evening walk, I have heard 
The wakeful bird 
Sing darkling, and, in ſhadieſt covert hid, , 
Tune her nocturnal note +.” 
How different the airs of this charming ſongſter, from thoſe 
harſh and ing outcries / The little creature ran through all 
the variations of muſic; and ſhewed herſelf miſtreſs of every 
grace, which conſtitutes or embelliſhes harmony. Some- 
times, ſhe ſwells a manly throat, and her ſong kindles into ar- 
dor. The tone is ſo bold, and ſtrikes with fuch energy, you 
would imagine the ſprightly ſerenader in the very next thick- 
et. Anon, the ſtrain /anguiſbes, and the mournful warbler 
melts into tenderneſs. The melancholy notes juſt ſteal upon 
the ſhades, and faintly touch your ear; or, in ſoft and ſadly- 
pleafing accents, they ſeem to die along the diſtant vale. Si- 
Jence is pleaſed, and night liſtens to the trilling tale. 

What an invitation is this, to flip away from the thronged 
city! This coy and modeſt minſtrel, entertains only the luer. 
of retirement. Thoſe, who are caroufing over their bowls, or 
ranting at the riotous club, loſe this feaſt of — 
In like manner, the pleaſures of religion, and the jo * of re- 
conciliation with Go; the ſatisfactions ariſing from an eſta- 
bliſhed intereſt in CHRIST, and from the proſpect of a bliis- 
ful immortality ; theſe are all loſt to the mind, that is ever i. 
the croud ; and dares not, or delights not, to retire into itſelf. 
Are we charmed with the nightingale's fong ? Do we 
wiſh to have it nearer, and hear it oftener? Let us feek a re- 
newed heart, and a refigned will; a conſcience that whiſpers 
peace, and paſſions that are tuned by grace. Then ſhall we ne- 
ver want a melody in our breaſts, far more muſical/y , 
than ſweet Philomela's ſweeteſt ſtrains. 

As different as the voices of theſe birds, are the circum- 


flances of thoſe few perſons, who continue awake. Some are 
ſquandering, pearls ſhall I fay, or kingdÞms ? No; but what 


is unſpeakably more precious, time. Squandering this ineſti- 
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mable talent with the moſt ſenſeleſs and wanton prodigality. 
Not content with allowing a few ſpare minutes, for the purpoſe 
of neceſſary recreation; they laviſh many hours, devote whole 
nights; to that idle diverſion of ſhuffling, ranging, and detach- 
ing a ſet of painted paſteboards.——Others, inſtead of this 
buſy trifling, act the part of their own tormentors. They e- 
ven piquet themſelves *, and call it amuſement ; they are torn 
by wild horſes, yet term it a ſport. What elſe is the game- 


er's practice? His mind is ſtretched on the tenter-hooks of 


anxious ſuſpenſe, and agitated by the fierceſt extremes of hope 
and fear? While the dice are rattling, his heart is throbbing ; 
his fortune is tottering; and, poſſibly at the very next throw, 
the one ſinks in the gulf of ruin, the other is hurried into the 
rage of diſtraction. 

Some, ſnatched from the bloom of health, and the lap of 
plenty, are confined to the chamber of fickneſs. Where they 
are conſtrained, either to plunge into the everlaſting world, 
in an unprepared condition, or elſe (fad alternative!) to think 
over all the follies of a heedleſs life, and all the bitterneſs of 
approaching death. The diſeaſe rages; it baffles the force of 
medicine; and urges the reluctant wretch, to the brink of the 
precipice. While furies rouſe the conſcience, and point at 
the bottomleſs pit below. Perhaps, his dropping mother, de- 
prived long ago of the huſband of her boſom, and bereft of all 
her other offspring ; is, even now, receiving the blow which 
confummates her calamities f. In vain, ſhe tries to aſſuage 

the 


— — 


* Alluding to a ve inful puniſhment, inflicted on delin- 
quents — the F-— Ag 

} This brings to my mind one of the deepeſt mourning-pieces, 
extant in the product ions of the pen. The ſacred hiſtorian paints 
t, in all the fimplicity of ſtyle, yet with all the ſtrength of colour- 
Ing. When JESUS came nigh to the gate of the city, be: 
bold! there was a dead man carried out, the only fon of his mo- 
ther, and ſhe was a widow.” —— What a tion is here! How 
pathetically beautiful! every freſh circumflance, widens the wound; 
aggravates the calamity; till the deſcription is worked up into the 
molt kniſhed picture of exquiſite and incondolable diſtreſs. He 


was a young man cut off in the flower of life, amidſt a thouſand 
expectations, and ſmiling hopes. A ſon ; an only ſon ; the af- 
licked mother's all. So that _ remained to preſerve the dame, 
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the ſorrows of a beloved fon; in vain, ſhe attempts with her 
tender offices, to prolong a life, dearcr than her own. He 
faints in her arms; he bows his head; he finks in death. Pa- 
tal, doubly fatal, that laſt expiring pang | While it diſlodpes 
the unwilling foul, it rends an only child, from the yearning 
embraces of a parent; and tears away the ſupport of he: age, 
from a diſconſolate widow. 
While thoſe long for a reprieve; others invite the role, 
uite weary of the world, with a reſtleſs. impatience, they 
figh for diſſolution. Some, pining away under the tedions 
decays of an incurable conſumption ; or gaſping for breath, an 
almoſt ſuffocated, by an inundation of dropfical waters. On 
ſome, a relentleſs cancer has faſtened its envenomed teeth; 
and is gnawing them, though in the midſt of bodily vigor, 
in the midſt of pitying friends, gradually to death. Other; 
are on a rack of agonies, by convulſive fits of the „ene. O 
how the pain writhes their limbs; how the ſweat bedews their 
fleſh; and their eye-balls wildly roll! Methinks, the nigli: 
condoles with theſe her diſtrefiad children; and theds dewy 
tears over their ſorrowful abodes.——But of all mortals, !/+ 
are the moſt exquiſitely miſerable, who groan beneath the 
preflure of a melancholy mind; or ſmart under the laſhes of 4 
reſentful conſcience. Though robed in ermine; or covere 
with jewels; the ſtate of a flave chained to the galleys, or of 
an exile condemned to the mines, is a perfect paradiſe com- 
with theirs. | 
O! that the wotarics of mirith; whoſe life is a continued 
round of merriment and whim ; would beſtow one ſerious re- 
flection, on this variety of human woes ! It might teach then 
to be leſs enamoured, with the few languid ſweets; that are 
_ thinly ſcattered through this vale of tears, and environed with 
ſuch a multitude of ragged thorns. It might teach ham, no 
, ” onger 
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or perpetuate the family. What rendered the cafe ſtill more de- 
lorable, /he was a widow; left entirely deſolate; abandoned in 
| 5a woes; without any to ſhare her ſorrows, or to cumfort her un- 4 | 
der the irreparable loſs. Ie not this a fine ſketch of the #142/- os 
ene and piifureſoie? Who can confider the narrative, with any at- 
tertion and no feel his heart penetrated, with a tender comm's* 
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ration? Luke *. . 
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to dance away their years, with a giddy rambling im- 
pulſe ; but to aſpire, with a determined aim, after thoſe happy 
regions, where delights, abundant and unimvittered flow. 

Can there be circumſtances, which a man of wiſdom would 
more earneſtly deprecate, than theſe ſeveral initances of grieve- 
ous tribulation ? there are; and, what is very aſtoniſhing, they 
are frequently the defire and the choice of thoſe, who fancy 
themſelves the ſole heirs of happineſs. Thoſe I mean, who 
are launching out into the depths of -xgravagance, and running 
exceſſive lengths of riat: who are proſtituting their reputation, 
and facrificing their peace, to the gratification of their luſts ; 
ſapping the foundation of their health, in debaucheries; or 
ſhipwrecking the invexeſts of their families, in their bowls. 
And, what is worſe, are forfeiting the joys of an eternal hea- 
ven, for the ſordid ſatisfactions of the beaſt ; ſor the tranſitory 
ſenſations of an hour. Ye ſlaves of appetite, how far am I 
from envying your groſs ſenſualities, and voluptuous revels ! 
Little, ah! little are you ſenſible; that, while indulgence 
ſhowers her roſes, and luxury diffuſes her odors; they ſcatter 
piſens alſo, and ſhed unheeded bane f. Evils, incomparably 
more malignant, than the wormwood and gall of the ſharpett 
affliction. Since death is in the drunkard's cup; and worſe 
than poignards in the harlot's embrace; may it ever be the pri- 
vilege of the man hom I love, to go without his ſhare of theſe 
p/filent ſ<ueets 41 

Abundance of living ſparks glitter in the lanes, and twinkle 
under the hedges. I ſuppoſe, they are the glozu-109rms ; 
which have lighted their little lamps, and obtained leave, 
through the abſence of the ſun, to play a feeble beam. A 
faint glimmer, juſt ſerves to render them perceivable; without 
tending at all to diſſipate the thades, or making any amends 

| | for 
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+ Yes; in the flowers that wreathe the ſparkling bowl, 
Fell adders hiſs, and pois' nous ſerpents roll. 


t Luam ſuave off ſuauitatibus iſtis carere! was St. Auguſiine's 
pious exclamation. The ſubſtance of which Mr. Pope has expref(- 
ed, with more ſimplicity, and with no leſs dignity : 


Count all th* advantage proſp rous vice attains, 
*T is but what virtue flies from, and diſdains, 
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for the departed day.———Should ſome weather-beatey tra. 
veller, dropping with wet, and ſhivering with cold, To 
round this mimicry of fire, in order to dry his garments, and 
warm his benumbed limbs. Should ſome bewildered travel. 
ler; groping for his way, in a ſtarleſs night and trackleſs de. 
fart; take one of theſe /anguid tapers, as a light to his feet, and 
a lanthorn to his paths. How certainly would both the one, 
and the other, be fruſtrated of their expectation ! And 
are they more likely to ſucceed, who, neglecting that ſovereign 
balm, which diſtilled from the croſs; apply any carnal diver- 
fion, to heal the anxiety of the mind ? Who, deaf to the in- 
fallible deeifions of revelation; reſign themſelves over to the 
erroneous conjectures of rea/on, in order to find the way that 
leadeth unto life? Or laſtly, who have recourſe to the fr:th 
of this vain world for a fatisfaftory portion, and a ſubſtantial 
happineſs? Their conduct is no degree wiſer ; their diſappoint- 
ment equally fure ; and their miſcarriage infinitely more dif. 
aſtrous. Jo ſpeak in the delicate language of a ſacred writer, 
4 They ſow the wind, and will reap the whirlwind “.“ 

To ſpeak more plainly ; the pleaſures of the world, which 
we are all ſo prone to doat upon; and the powers of fallen 
reaſon, which /ome are ſo apt to idolize ; are not only vain, 

but 


* Hoſea viii. 3. 


+ I hope, it will be obſerved, that I am far from decrying that 
noble faculty of reaſon, when exerted in her proper ſphere ; when 
act ing in a deferential ſubordination to the revealed will of heaven. 
While the exerciſes her powers within theſe appointed limits, ſhe 
is unſpeakably ſerviceable, and cannot be too induftriouſly culti- 
vated. —— But, when ſhe ſets up herſelf in proud contradiſtinction 
to the ſacred oracles ; when all arrogant and ſelf-ſufficient, ſhe ſays 
to the word of Scripture, I have no need of thee ; ſhe is then, | 
muſt be bold to maintain, not only a glow-worm, but an ignis fa- 
tuns; not only a bubble, but a ſnare. 

May not this remark, with the firifeſt propriecy, and without 
the leaſt limitation, be applied to the generality of modern ro- 
mances, novels, and theatrical entertainments? Theſe ate common- 
iy calculated to inflame a wanten fancy. Or, if conducted with 
ſo much modeſty, as not to debauch the 2ffe&ions; they pervert the 
judgment, and bewilder the taſhe, By their incredible adventures; 


their 
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but treacherous. Not only a painted flame, like theſe ſpark- 
ing animals; but much like thoſe unctuous exhalations, which 
ie from the marſhy ground, and often dance before the 
eyes of the benighted way-faring man. Kindled into a fort of 
fire, they perſonate a guide, and feem to offer their ſervice; 
but, blazing with de/ufrve light, miſlead their follower into 
hidden pits, headlong precipices, and unfathomable gults. 
Where, far from his beloved friends, far from all hopes of 
ſuccour, the unhappy wanderer is ſwallowed up, and loft. 

Not long ago, we obſerved a very ſurpriſing appearance in 
the weſtern ſky. A prodigious flar took its flaming rout 
through thoſe coaſts; and trailed, as it paſſed, a tremendous 
Wngth of fire, almoſt over half the heavens. Some, I imagine, 
viewed the portentous ſtranger, with much the fame anxious 
amazement, as Bz/ſhazzar beheld the hand-writing upon the 
wall. Some looked upon it as a bloody * flag ; hung out by 
dine reſentment, over a guilty world. Some read, in its 
glaring viſage, the fit: of nations, and the fall of kingdoms +. 
To others, it ſhook, or ſeemed to ſhake, pe/t:/ence and war from 
its horrid Mair. For my part; I am not ſo ſuperſtitious, 
2s to regard what every aſtrologer has to prognoſticate ; upon 
the acceſſion of a comet, or the projection of its huge vapury 
train. Nothing can be more precarious, and unjuſtifiable, 
than ts draw ſuch concluſions from ſuch events: fince they 
neither are preternatural effects, nor do they throw the frame of 
things into any diforder. I would rather adore that omnipo- 
tent Being, who rolled thoſe ſtupenilous orbs from his create- 
ing hand: and leads them, by his providential eye, thraugh 
unmeaſurable tracts of æther. Who bids them, now, approach 

the 
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their extravagant parade of gallantry; and their characters, widely 
different from truth and nature, they inſpire fooliſh conceirs ; beget 
dle expectations; introduce a diſguſt of genuine hiſtory; and in- 
lpoſe their admirers, to acquieſce in the decent civilities, or to re- 
ih the ſober ſatisfactions of common life. 


„ Liguida fi quando nota comete 
Sanguinei lugubre rubent. ——= Vigo, 
f —— Crinemque timepd; 
Sideri:, et territ mutantem regna cometov2. 
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tae ſun, and glow with unſufferable ardor t; now, retreat to 
the utmoſt bounds of our planetary ſyſtem, and make their en- 
among other worlds. > 

They are harmlefs viſitants. I acquit them from the charge 
of cauſing, or being acceſſory to deſolating plagues. Would 
to Gop, there were no other more formidable indications, of 
approaching judgments or impending ruin! But, alas! when vice 
becomes predominant, and irreligion almoſt epidemical ; when 
the ſabbatlis of a jealous Go p, are notoriouſly profaned; and 
that © name, which is great, wonderful, and holy,” is profti. 
tuted to the meaneſt, or abuſed to the moſt execrable purpyic;: 
when the worſhip of our great Creator and Preſerver is 1. 
niſhed, from many of the moſt conſpicuous fumilies; and it i; 
deemed a piece of rude impertinence, ſo much as to mention 
the gracious Redeemer, in our genteel interviews; when it 
paſſes for an elegant freedom of behaviour, to ridicule the 
myſteries of Chriſtianity; and a ſpecies of refined converſi. 
tion, to taint the air with laſcivious hints: when thote, who 
ſit in the ſcorner's chair, fin with a high hand, and many of 
thoſe, who wear the prefer garb, are deſtitute of the power, 
and content themſelves with the mere form of godlin-(:: when 
fuch is the ſtate of a community, there is reaſon, too apparent 
reaſon, to be horribly afraid. Such phenomena, abounding in 
the moral world, are not fanciful, but real omens. Will net 
an injured Gon « be avenged on ſuch a nation as this!“ Will 
he not be provoked, to © ſweep it with the beſom of deſtruc- 


tion $2” 
O! that 
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t The comet in the year 1680, according to Sir {/aac Neu: 
ton's computation, was, in its neareſt approach, above 166 t:mes 
nearer the ſun than the earth is, Conſequently, its heat was then 
28,cco times greater than that of ſummer. So that a ball of iron, 


as big as the earth, heated by it, would hardly become cool in 


5, oo years.” DEA. Aftr. Theo. p. 237. 


5 Ifa. xiv. 23. The eternal Sovereign, ſpeaking of Bal hu, 
denonnecs this threatening, © I will ſweep it with the beſom of 
deftruQion.” What a noble but dreadful image is here! How 
ſtrongly ard awfully pourtrayed ! How pregnant alſo in its tignt- 
fication! intimating the vile nature, and expreſſing the totai exiir- 
{utter of this wie ked people; at the ſame time, ſuggeſting the 
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O! that the inhabitants of Great Britain would lay theſe 
alarming confiderations to heart! The Lord of hoſts has 
commanded the fword of civil diſcord, to return into its ſheath. 
Bat have we returned, every one from his evil ways? Are we 
hecome a renewed people; devoted to a dying Saviour; and 
zealous of good works? What mean thoſe peals of ſobs, 
which burſt from the expiring cattle ? What mean thoſe me- 
|ancholy moans, where. the luity droves were wont to low +? 
What means thoſe arrows of untimely death, diſcharged on 
our innocent and uſeful animals? 

No wantonneſs or floth, has vitiated the blood of theſe laho- 
rious, temperate creatures. They have contracted no diſeaſe, 
trom unſeaſonable indulgences, and inordinate revellings. The 
pure ſtream is their drink; the fimple herb their repaſt. Nei- 
ther care diſturbs their ſleep, nor paſſion inflames their breaſt. 
Whence then are they viſited with ſuch terrible diſorders, as 
no prudence can prevent, nor any medicines heal?!——Surely, 
theſe calamities are the weapons of divine diſpleaſure, and ma- 
nifeſt chaſtiſements of an evil generation f. Surely Goo, the 
« GoD to whom vengeance belongeth, has ſtill a controverſy 
with our ſinful land. And who can tell, where the viſitation 
will end? What a ſtorm may follow theſe preluſive drops? 
0! that we may hear the rod, and who hath appointed it!” 
Taught by theſe penal ect of our diſobedience, may we re- 
move the accurſed thing +, from our tents; our practices; our 
hearts! May we turn from all ungodlineſs, before wrath come 
upon us to the uttermoſt; before iniquity prove our ruin ! 

Vor. II. H Some- 
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ſerſect eaſe, with which the righteous Gop would execute his intend- 
ed vengeance. 

+ lf theſe papers ſhould be ſo happy as to out- live their author: 
perhaps, it may be needful to inform poſterity, that the above- 
mentioned hints, allude to a molt terrible, contagious, and mortal 
dſtemper ; raging among the horned cattle, in various parts of the 
kingdom. 

t Hine /etis vitali vulgo moriuntar in herbis, 
Et dulces animas plena ad preſepia reddunt. 
Balatu hine peccor um, & crebris mugitibus amrer, 
Ar nt:/qu* ſanant rips, colleſgue ſupini.. Viss. 
+ Joſh, vi. 18. 
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Sometimes, at this hour, another moſt remarkable ſight + 
muſes the curious, and alarms the vulgar. A blaze of lambent 
meteors is kindled, or ſome very extraordinary light; are re. 
fracted, in the quarters of the north. The ſtreams of radi. 
ance, like legions ruſhing to the engagement, meet and mingle; 
infomuch, that the air ſeems to be all conflicting fire. With. 
in a while they ſtart from one another; and, like legions in 
precipitate flight, ſweep, each a ſeparate way, through the fir. 
mament. Now they are quieſcent; anon, they are thrown 
into a quivering motion; preſently, the whole horizon is illu- 
minated with the glancing flames. Sometimes, with an aſpect 
awfully ludicrous, they repreſent extravagant and antic va 
garies. At other times, you would ſuſpect, that ſome inyi. 
lible hand was playing off the dumb artillery of the ſtier: and 
by a ſtrange expedient, giving us the flaſh, without the ror. 

The villagers gaze at the ſpectacle, firt with wonder, then 
with horror. A general panic feizes the country, Every 
heart throbs, and every face is pale. The crouds that flock 
together, inſtead of diminiſhing, increaſe the dread. They 
catch contagion from each other's looks and words; while fear 
is in every eye, and every tongue ſpeaks the language of ter- 
ror. Some fee hideous ſhapes; armies mixing in fierce encounter, 
or fields ſwimming with blood. Some foreſee direful events; 
ſtates overthrown, or mighty monarchs tottering on their 
thrones. Others, ſcared with ſtill more frightful apprzhen- 
fions, think of nothing but the day of. doom. * Surely, fays 
one, the unalterable hour is ſtruck, and the end of all things 
come.“ „ See, replies another, how the blaſted ſtars look 
wan! Are not theſe the figns of the Son of man, coming in 
the clouds of heaven? ——— JEsuUs prepare us (cries 3 
third, and lifts his eyes in devotion) for the archangel's trump, 
and the great tribunal!” 

If this waving brightneſs, which plays innocently over our 
heads, be ſo amazing to multitudes; what inexpreſſible con- 
ſternation muſt overwhelm unthinking mortals, when the ge- 
neral conflagration commences ! The day. the dreadful day 18 

approaching; „In which the heavens thall paſs away with 2 


great noiſe g, and the elements ſhall melt with fervent * þ 
. 7 
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$ 2 Pet. iii. 10. I have often thought this v« rſe an eminent 


inſtance of that kind of beautiful writing, in which the very on 
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the earth alſo, and all the works that are therein, ſhall be 
burnt up.” That mighty hand, which once opened the win- 
Jows from on high, and broke up the fountains of the great 
deep, will then unlock all the magazines of fire, and pour a 
deluge upon the earth. The vengeful flames, kindled 
by the breath of the Almighty, ſpread themſelves from the 
centre to the circumference. Nothing can withſtand their 
impetuoſity; nothing can eſcape their rage. Univerſal deſo- 
lation attends their progreſs. Magnificent palaces, and ſolemn 
temples, are laid in aſhes. Spacious cities, and impregnable 
towers, are mingled in one ſmoking maſs. Not only the pro- 
ductions of human art, but the works of Almighty power, are 
fuel for the devouring element. The everlaſting mountains 
melt, like the ſnows which cover their ſummit. Even vaſt o- 
ceans, ſerve only to augment the inconceivable rapidity and 
fury of the blaze. O! how ſhall I, or others, ſtand undiſmay- 
ed amidft the glare of a burning world; unleſs the Lord Jr- 
HOVAH be our defence! How ſhall we be upheld in ſecurity, 
when the globe itſelf is ſinking in a fiery ruin; unleſs the Rock 
of ages be our ſupport ? | 

Behold ! a new ſpectacle of wonder! The moon is making 
her entry on the eaſtern ſky. See her rifing in clouded ma- 
H 2 jeſty ! 
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bears a ſort of fgnificancy ; at leaſt, carries an exact corre ſpondenee 
with the ſenſe. The original exprefſiion——g0:71%9- is one of 
the hoarſeſt and deepeſt words in language. Nothing could be 
more exquiſitely adapted to affect the car, as well as impreſs the 
imagination, with the wreck of nature, and the craſh of a falling 
world. I ſcarce ever read this clauſe, but it brings to my mind 
that admired deſcription in Mir rox: 


— On a ſudden open fly, 
With impetuous recoil, and jarring ſound, 
Th” infernal doors, and on their hinges grate 
Harſh thunder. Book IL I. 879. 


It is a pleafing employ, and a very laudable office of true criticiſm, 
to point out theſe inferior recommendations of the ſacred claſſics. 
Though I believe, the inſpired writers themſelves, amidſt all the 


elevation and magnificence of their divine ideas, diſdain a ſcrupu- 


lous attention to ſuch little niceties of ſtyle. 
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jeſty ! Opening, as it were, and aſſerting her original commit. 
ion, to rule over the night, All grand and ſtately, but ſome. 
what ſullied is her aſpect. However, ſhe brightens, as ſhe ag, 
vances; and grows clearer, as ſhe climbs higher. Till, ; 
length, her filver loſes all its droſs; ſhe unveils her peerleſz 
light; and becomes © the beauty of heaven, the glory of the 
ſtars I;“ delighting every eye, and chearing the whole world, 
. with the brightneſs of her appearance, and the ſoftneſs of her 
ſplendors——O! thou queen of the ſhades! may it be my 
ambition, to follow this thy inſtructive example! while o- 
thers are fond to tranſcribe the faſhions of little courts, and to 
mimic perſonages of inferior ſtate, be it mine to imitate thy 
improving purity / May my conduct become more unblemiſhed, 
and my temper more refined ; as I proceed farther and farther, 
in my probationary courſe | May every ſordid defire wear a- 
way, and every irregular appetite be gradually loſt; as I make 
nearer approaches to the celeſtial manſions . Will not this 
be a comfortable evidence, that I too ſhall ſhine, in my adored 
Redeemer's kingdom? Shine, with a richer luſtre, than that 
which radiates thy reſplendent orb: ſhine with an us 
fading luſtre, when every ray, that beams from thy beauteous 
ſphere, is totally extinguiſhed. 

The day afforded us a varicty of entertaining ſights. "Theſe 
were all withdrawn, at the acceſſion of darkneſs. The ſtars, 
kindly officious, immediately lent us their aid. This ſerved t. 
alleviate the frown of night; rather than to recover the objects 
from their obſcurity. A faint ray, ſcarcely reflected, and not 
from the entire ſurface of things, gave the ſtraining eye a very 
imperfect glimpſe ; ſuch as rather mocked, than fatisfied vi- 
fion. Now the moon is riſen, and has collected all her 
beams, the veil is taken off from the countenance of nature. 

I, ſee the recumbant flocks; I ſee the green hedge-rows, 
| though without the feathered choriſters, hopping from ſpray 
to ſpray. In ſhort, I ſee ance again the world's great picture: 
not indeed in its late lively colours, but more delicately ſbaded, 
and arrayed in ſofter charms *, | 


— 
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[| Ecclus. xliii. 9. 


P Now reigns 
Full-orb'd the moon, and with more pleafing light, 
Skadowy ſets off the face of things. Mut. 


Lucidum cali decus. Hos. 
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and ſhining ſtatelineſs, of the irmament? Which forms an al- 
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What a majeſtic ſcene is here! Incomparably grand, and ex- 
quiſitely fine The moon, like an immenſe cryſtal lamp, 
pendent in the magnificent ceiling of the. heavens. The ſtars, 
like ſo many thouſands of golden tapers, fixed in their azure 
ſockets. All pouring their luſtre on ſpacious cities, and lofty 
mountains; glittering on the ocean; gleaming on the foreſt; 
and opening a proſpect, wide as the eye can glance, more vari- 
— ns. mel inns we Abad + = oa 
the ces of human art. A landſcape, elegantly deſign- 
ed, and executed with a maſterly hand; a ns af Ges, 
which ſeems, amidit all the recommendations of exact propor- 
tion, and graceful attitude, to ſoften into fleſh, and almoſt 
breathe with life; theſe little imitations of nature, we behold 
with pleaſing ſurpriſe. And ſhall we be leſs affected, leſs de- 
lighted, with the inexpreſſibly noble, and completely finiſhed 
griginal / The ample dimenſions of Ranelagh's dome; the 
gay illuminations of Vauxhall grove; I ſhould ſcorn to men- 
non on fuch an occaſion, were they not the objects of general 
admiration. Shall we be charmed with thoſe puny eflays of 
finite ingenuity ; and touched with no tranſport, at this ſtu- 
pendous diſplay of omnipotent {kill ? At the auguſt grandeur, 


”_ 


+ As when the moon, refulgent lamp of night, 
O'er heav'n's clear azure ſpreads her ſacred light; 
When not a breath diſturbs the deep ſerene, 
And not a cloud o'ercafts the folemn ſcene: 
Around her throne the vivid planets roll, 

And ftars unnumber'd gild the glowing pole; 

O' er the dark trees a yellower verdure ſhed, / 

And tip wich ſilver ev'ry mountain's head: 

Then ſhine the vales ; the rocks in proſpect riſe; 

A flood of glory burſts from all the ſkies : 

The conſcious ſwains, rejoicing in the fight, 

Eye the blue vault, and bleſs the uſeful light. 
IL.iavd VIII. 


I tranſcribe theſe lines; becauſe Mr. Pope ſays, they exhibit, in the 
original, the fineſt Night-piece in poetry. And, if they are fo beau- 
tiful in Homer's language; who can ſuſpect their ſuffering any diſ- 
advantage, from the pen of his admirable ?ran/ator ? 
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cove for ten thouſand worlds, and is ornamented with myriach 
of everlaſting luminaries. -————Surely, this muſt betray, not 
only a total want of religion: but the moſt abject littleneſs of 
mind, and the utmoſt poverty of genius. 

The moon is not barely © an ornament in the high places of 
the Loxp *;” but of fignal ſervice to the inhabitants of the 
earth. How uncomfortable is deep, pitchy, total darkneſ! 
eſpecially, in the long abſence of the winter's fun. Welcome 
therefore, thrice welcome, this auſpicious gift of Providence, 
to enliven the nocturnal gloom, and line with filver the raven. 
coloured mantle of night. ——How deſirable to have our ſum. 
mer-evenings illuminated That we may be able to tread the 
dewy meads, and breathe the delicious fragrance of our gar. 
dens; eſpecially, when the ſultry heats render it irkſome and 
fatiguing, to walk abroad by day. How chearing to the 

ſhepherd, the uſe of this univerſal lanthorn; as he tends his 
Neecy charge, or late configns them to their hurdled cots! 
How comfortable and how advantageous to the mariner, as he 
plows the midnight main; to adjuſt the tackling, to explore 
his way, and, under the influence of this beaming ſconce, to a. 
void the fatal rock ! For theſe, and other beneficial pur- 
poſes, the hand of the ALMIGHTY has hung the fately branch 
on high; and filled it with a ſplendor, not confined to a ſingle 
edifice, or commenſurate to a particular ſquare, but diffuſire 
as the whole extent of the hemiſphere. 

The moſt faithful of our inferior ſervants, are ſometimes 
tardy in their office; ſometimes negligent of their duty. But 
this celeſtial attendant is moſt exactly punctual, at all the ſtated 
periods of her miniſtration. - If we chooſe to prolong our jour- 
ney, after the ſun is gone down; the moon, during her whole 
increaſe, is always ready to act in the capacity of a guide. If 
we are inclined to ſet out very early in the morning; the 
moon, in ker decreaſe prevents the dawn, on purpoſe, to offer 
her aſſiſtance. And, becauſe it is ſo pleaſant a thing for the 
eyes to behold the light; the moon, at her fu, by a courſe of 
unintermiited waiting, gives us, as it were, a double day. How 
apparently 1:25 the divine wiſdom intereſted itſelf, in providing 


even for the pleaſurable accommodation of man How — 
at 
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that he ſhould want no piece of commodious furniture; no 


kind of delightful convenience! And, in profecution of theſe 

benevolent intentions, has annexed fo valuable an appendage 

to the terreſtrial globe. Juſtly, therefore, does the pſalmiſt 

celebrate that admirable conſtitution, which ordained the 

mom and the flars to govern the night, as an inſtance of rich 
$, and of mercy which endureth fer ever *. 

The moon, it is confeſſed, is ns luminous body. All. the 
brightneſs, which beautifies her countenance, is originally in 
the fun, and no more than tranſmiſſively in her. That glori- 
ous orb is the parent of day, and the palace of light. From 
thence, the morninp-ſtar gilds her horn +; from thence, the 
planetary circles are crowned with luſtre ; and from thence, 
the moon derives all her filver radiance. —It is pleafing to re- 
fect that ſuch is the cafe with the all-ſuffi-ient Redeemer, and 
his dependent people. We are repleniſhed from his fulneſa. 
What do we poficſs, which we have not received; and what 
can we deſire, which we may not expect; from that never- 
filing ſource of all good ? He is the author of our faith, and 
the former of our graces. In his unſpotted life, we ſee the 
path; in his meritorious death, the price; and in his trium- 
phant reſurrection, the proof of bliſs and immortality. If we 
offend, and fall ſeven times a day; he is the Lord our peace ||. 
If we are depraved, and our beſt deeds very unworthy; he is 
the LoxD our righteouſneſs F. If we are blind, and even bru- 
ting, in heavenly knowledge; he Is the LoxD our wiſdom t : 
his word diſpels the ſhades; his Spirit ſcatters the intellectual 
om; his eye looks our darkneſs into day. In ſhort, we 
xe nothing, and CHRIST is all.” Worſe than defective 


in 


* Pial. cxxxvi. g. 

f I might, to juſtify this expreſſion, obſerve, that the planet 7- 
aur, commonly called the morning itar, is found, by our teleſcopes, 
frequently to appear horned; or to have a creſcent of light, ſome- 
what like the moon, a little before or after her conjunction. But᷑ 
this would be a remark, too deep and refined for my ſcheme ; 
which proceeds only from 2 ſuperficial knowledge, and the meft 2 
diaus appearances of nature. | G 

|| Judg. vi. 23. Icr. xxiii. 6. 
1 Cor, i 30. 
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in ourſelves, © we are complete in him.“ So that if we ſhine, 
it is with delegated rays, and with borrowed light. We act by 
a ſtrength, and glory in merits, not our own!-——O ! may we 
be thoroughly ſenſible of our dependence on the Saviour! 
May we conſtantly imbibe his propitious beams; and never, 
by indulging wnbelief, or backſliding into folly, withdraw our 
fouls from his benign influences ! Leſt we loſe our comfort, 
and our holineſs ; as the fair ruler of the night loſes her ſ. plen⸗ 
dor, when her urn is turned from its tountain *, and reccives 
no more communications of ſolar effulgence. 

— moon is inceſſantly varying, either in her aſpect, or her 
Sometimes, ſhe looks full upon us, and her viſage 
is al luſtre. Sometimes, ſhe appears in profile, and ſhews 
us only half her enlightened face. Anon, a radiant creſcent 
but juſt adorns her brow. Soon it dwindles into a flender 
ſtreak. Till, at length, all her beauty vaniſhe;, and ſlie be- 
comes a beamleſs orb. Sometimes, ſhe riſes with the 9. 
ſcending day; and begins her proceſſion, amidſt admiring my]. 
titudes. long, the defers her progreſs till the midnight 
watches ; and ſteals unobſerved, upon the ſleeping world 
Sometimes, ſhe juſt enters the edges of the weſtern Herian, 
and drops us a ceremonious viſit. Within a while, the ſets out 

on her nightly tour, from the oppoſite regions of the eaſt; 
traverſes the whole hemiſphere ; and never offers to withdraw, 
till the more refulgent partner of her ſway renders her pre- 
ſence unneceſſary. In a word ; ſhe is, while converſant a- 
mong us, ſtill waxing or waning, and © never continueth in 
one ſtay.” 


Such is the moen; and ſuch are all ſu>/unary things; ex- 


poſed to perpetual viciſſitudes.— How often, and how ſoon, 
have the faint echoes of renown ſlept in filence, or been con- 
verted into the clamoursof obloquy ! The ſame lips, almoſt with 
the ſame breath, cry hoſanna, and crucity. Have not riches 


conteſſed their notorious treachery, a thouſand and a thouſand 
times? 


1 
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Alluding to theſ⸗ truly pretical lines in Mir ros, 
% Hither, as to their fountain, other flars 


6 — in their en urns draw _ * 
1 gold Par. J. d, B. VII. 1. 264. 
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times? Either melting away, like ſnow in our hands, by in- 
ſenfible degrees; or eſcaping, like a winged priſoner from its 
cage, with a precipitate fligat. Have we not known the 
bridegroom's cloſet an ante-chamber to the tomb : and heard 
the voice, which ſo lately pronounced the ſparkling pair huſ- 
hand and wife, proclaim an everlaſting divorce; and ſeal the 
decree with that folemn affeveration, << Aſhes to aſhesy duſt 
to duſt ??”———Our friends, though the medicir= of life; our 
lealth, though the balm of nature; are a moſt ous poſ- 
ſeflion. How ſoon may the firſt become a e in our arms 
and how eaſily is the laſt deſtroyed in its vigor You have 
ſeen, no doubt, a ſet of pretty painted birds, perching on your 
trees, or ſporting in your meadows8 You was pleaſed with 
the lovely viſitants, that beauty on their wings, and 
in their throats. But could you inſure the continuance 
of this agreeable entertainment? No, truly. At the leaſt diſ- 
turbing noiſe, at the leaſt terrifying appearance, they ſtart from 
their ſeats; they mount the ſkies; and are gone in an inſtant, 
are gone for ever. Would you chooſe to have a happineſs, 
which bears date with their arrival, and expires at their de- 
parture ? If you could not be content with a portion, enjoyable 
only through ſuch a fortuitous term, not of years, but of mo- 
ments, O! take up with nothing earthly ; ſet your affections 
on things above; there alone is © no variableneſs or ſhadow 
of turning.” : 

Feb, . a more illuſtrious pattern of patience, than an 
eminent exemplification of this remark. View him in his 
private eftate. He heaps up filver as the duſt ; he waſhes his 
ſteps in butter, and the rock pours him out rivers of oil. 

View him in his public character. Princes revere his dignity; 
the aged liſten to his wiſdom; every eye beholds him with de- 
light ; every tongue loads him with bleſſings. View him in 
his domeſtic circumſtances. On one band, he is defended by a 
troop of ſons; on the other, adorned with a train of daughters; 
and on all fides, ſurrounded by © a very great houſhold.“ 
Never was human felicity fo conſummate; never was diſaflrous 
revilution ſo-ſudden. The lightning, which conſumed his cattle, 
was not more terrible, and ſcarce more inſtantaneous. 'The 
Joyful parent is bereft of his offspring, and his “ children ars 
buried in death.” The man of affluence is ſtript of his abun- 
ice; and he, who was cloathed in ſcarlet, embraces the dung. 
Von. II. J Dl 
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hill. The venerable Patriarch is the derifion of ſcoundrel;. 
and the late darling of an indulgent Providence, is become 3 
« brother to a companion of owls.” Nor need we 
go back to former ages, for proofs of this afflifting truth. In 
our times; in all times; the wheel continues the ſame inceC. 
fant whirl. And frequently thoſe, who are triumphing, to-day, 
in thShigheſt elevations of joy; to-morrow, are bemoaning the 
inſtability of mortal affairs, in the very depths of miſery .. 
Amidſt fo much fluctuation and uncertainty; how wretched 
is the condition, which has no anchor of the ſoul, ſure and 
ſtedfaſt! May thy loving-kindneſs, O Gop, be our preſent 
treaſure; and thy future glory, our reverſionary inheritance ! 
Then ſhall our happineſs, not be like the full-orbed moon, 
which is © a light that decreaſeth in its perfection; but like the 
ſun, when he goeth forth in his ſtrength, and knoweth no o- 
CI WTI more and more unto the per- 
_ 

Methinks, in this ever-varying ſphere, I ſee a repreſentation, 
not only of our temporal advantages, but alſo of our ſpiritual 
accompliſhments. Such, I am fure, is what the kind partiality 
of a friend would call my righteoufneſs : And fuch, I am apt to 
| ſuſpect, 
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| + I believe, I may venture to apply, what the Temanite ſays of 
the affairs of the wicked, to all ſublunary things; as a true deſcription 
of their very great inſtability. Job xxii. 16. Fulmen fuſum fund 
mentum curum. Their foundation (or what they reckon their moſt 
ſolid and {able poſſeſſion) is a poured out. Which is one of 
the boldeſt 1 and moſt poetical beauties, I ever met with in 
any language, ſacred or profane. In order to have a tolerable con- 
ception of the image, and a taſte of its beauty; you mult ſuppoſe 
a_torrent of waters, ruſhing in broken cataracts, and with impetu- 
vus rapidity, from à ſteep and craggy mountain. Then, imagine 
to yourſelf an edifice built upon the furge of this rolling precipice ; 
which has no other baſis, than one of thoſe headlong whirling 
awaves, Was there ever ſuch a repreſentation of tranſitory proſpe- 
rity, tending, with incoaceivable ſwiftneſa, unto ruin? Yet ſuch is 
erery form of human felicity, that is not grounded on Jesus, and 
a participation of his merits, who is the Rock of ages ; on Issus, 
and his image formed in our hearts, which is the 4-pe of g'57». 
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ſuſpeclt *, is the righteouſneſs bf every man living. New we 
exerciſe it, in ſome few inſtances; in ſome little degrees. A- 
non, fin revives, and leads our ſouls into a tranfient, though 
unwilling captivity. Now we are meek ; but ſoon a ruffling ac- 
cident 3 turns our compoſure into a fretful diſ- 
quietude. N we are humble; ſoon we reflect upon 
ſome inconſiderable or imaginary ſuperiority over others and 
2 ſudden elatement ſwells our minds. Now, perhaps we poſ- 
ſeſs a clean heart, and are warm with holy love. But O!! how 
eaſily is the purity of our affections ſullied ! how ſoon the fer- 
vor of our gratitude cooled ! And is there 3 
miſs, even in our beſt moments? Something to be 4 of, 
in all we are; ſomething to be repented of, in all we do? 

With what gladneſs, therefore, and adoring thankfulneſs, 
ſhould we © ſubmit to the righteouſneſs of our incarnate 
God;” and receive, as a divine gift, what cannot be acquired by 
human works -A writer of the firſt diſtinction, and niceſt 
diſcernment, ſtyles the obedience of our glorious Surety, an e- 
| I 2 verlaſting 


— — 


* I would not be underſtood, as meaſuring, in this reſpect, others 
by my/elf; but as taking my eftimate, from the unerring ſtandard of 
Scripture. And indeed, proceeding on this evidence, ſupported by 
this authority, I might have ventured farther than a bare ſuſpicion. 
For, „there is not a u man upon earth, that doeth good, and 
ſmneth not; ſays the Spirit of inſpiration by Solomon. ( Eccleſ. 
Wi. 20.)——— Nay, ſuch is the purity, and ſo extenſive are the de- 
mands of the divine law, that an apoſtle makes a ftill more humbling 
- nt; * In many things we offend all” (Fam. 
W. 2.)—— And the unerring teacher, who moſt thoroughly Knew 
dur frame, directs the moſt advanced, t oſt cftabliſhed, and moſt 
vatchful Chriſtians, to pray daily for the forgiveneſs of their 4ai/y 
daes. To which teſtimonies, I beg leave to add an elegant 
paſſage from the Canticles ; becauſe it not only expreſſes the ſeuti- 
ment of this pa h, but illuſtrates it by the very fame fimili. 
tude. She (the church) is fair as the moon; clear as the ſug.” 
Fair as the moon, the leſſer and changeable light, in her /an%ifca- 
ton; Clear as the ſun, the greater and invariable luminary, in her 
Joftification. The inherent holineſs of believers being imperfect, 
and ſubje& to man inequalities ; while their imputed righteouſueſs 
# every way complete, and conſtantly like itſelf, Cant. vi. 10 


+ Rom. v. 17. x. 3. | 


— 
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veri;/ling righteouſneſs 1. Such as was ſubject to no interrny. 
tion; nor — the leaſt blemiſh z but proceeded abvay 
in the ſame uniformtenor, of the moſt ſpotleſs perfection. This 
righteouſneſs, in another ſenſe, anſwers the prophet's exalted 
deſcription x as its beneficial and fovereign efficacy knows ng 
end ; but laſts t all our life; laſts in the trying hour 
of death; laſts gt the deciſive day of judgment ; laſts through 
every generation; and will laſt to all eternity. 

Sometimes, I have ſeen that reſplendent globe frip: of her 
+adiance; or, according to the emphatical language of Scripture, 
4 turned into blood.” The earth interpoſing with its opaque 
body, intercepted the ſolar rays, and caſt its own gloomy hz. 
dow on the moon. The malignant influence gained upon her 
ſickening orb; extinguiſhed, more and more, the feeble re. 
mainders of light; till at length, like one in a deep f1v;2n, no 
comelineſs was left in her countenance, ſhe was totally over. 
ſpread with darkneſs. At this juncture, what a multi- 
tude of eyes were gazing upon the rueful ſpectacle! Even of 
thoſe eyes which diſregarded the empreſs of the night ; or be. 
held her with indifference ; when robed in glory, and riding 

WF in her triumphant chariot, ſhe ſhed a ſofter day through the 
WHY nations. But now, under theſe circumſtances of diſgrace, they 

17 watch her motions with the moſt prying attention. In every 
1 place, her misfortune is the object of general obſervation; and 
the 

Is it not thus, with regard to perſont of eminence, in their re. 
ſpective ſpheres ! Kings, at the head of their ſubjects; nobles, 
ſurrounded with their dependents ; and (after names of ſo 
much grandeur, may I be allowed to add?) miniſters labouring 
among their people *; are each in a conſpicuous ſtation. 
Their conduct in its minureſt ſtep, eſpecially in any miſcarriage, 
will be narrowly furveyed, and critically ſcanned. Can there 
be a louder call, to ponder the paths of their feet, and to be 
particularly jealous over all their ways ?——Thofe, who move 
in inferior life, may groſsly offend; and little alarm be given; 

4 | perhaps, 
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prevailing topic of diſcourſe, in every company. 
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Fe are the light of the world. A city that is ſet on a bull, 
cannot be hid,” Matth. v. 14, 
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no notice taken. But it is not to be expected, that 
leaſt flip in their the leaſt flaw in their character, 
undiſcovered. Malice, with her eagle eyes, will be 
to diſcern them; while Cenſure, with her ſhrill trumpet, 
be as far from concealing them; as Ca/umny, with her 

iſpers, from extenuating them. A planet may 
ink below the horizon; or a ſtar, for ſeveral months, with. 
draw its ſhining; and ſcarce one in ten thouſand perceive the 
But, if the moon ſuffers a tranſient eclipſe, almoſt half 
the world are | of her diſhonour. 

Very different was the caſe, when, at this late hour, I have 
taken a ſolitary walk on the weſtern cliffs. At the foot of a 
ſteep mountain, the fea, all clear anc! ſmooth, ſpread itſelf into 
an immenſe plain, and held a watery mirror to the fkies. In- 
finite heights above, the firmament ſtretched its azure expanſe ; 
led with unnumbered ſtars, and adorned with the 
moon, © walking in brightneſs 5. She ſeemed to contem- 
plate herſelf, with a peculiar pleaſure; while the tranſparent 
ſurface, both received, and returned her iu r age. Here, in- 
ſtead of being covered with fack-cloth, ſhe ſhone with double 
luſtre; or rather, with a luſtre multiplied, in proportion to the 
— of beholders, and their various ſituations. 

Such, methinks, is the effect of an exemplary behaviour, in 
perſons of exalted rank. Their courſe, as it is nobly diſtin- 
puiſhed, fo it will be happily influential. Others will catch the 
difufive ray; and be ambitious to reſemble a pattern, ſo at- 
traſting ; fo commanding. Their amiable qualities, will not 
terminate in themſelves : but we ſhall ſee them refleFed from 
their families; their acquaintance; their retainers, Juſt as 
ve may now behold another moon; trembling ꝑ in the ſtream ; 


ſays, is a ſort of Sovereign over the 
. royal ſceptre, ſways the ocean, 
and actuates the fluid realms. It ſwells the tides, and perpe- 


tuates the reciprocal returns of ebb and flow. By which 
means, 


rr 


9 Job xxxi. 26. 
t. Splendet tremulo ſub lumine pontuz, Vres. 
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means, the liquid element purges off its filth; and is Preſerved, 
from being putrified itſelf, and from poiſoning the world. 
Is the moon thus operative on the vaſt abyis? And ſhall not 
the faith of eternal and infinite delights to come, be equally 
efficacious on this foul of mine Far above her argent 
fields, are treaſures of happineſs, unſeen by mortal eye; by 
mortal ear unheard; and unconceived by any human imagina. 
In that defirable world the moſt diſtinguiſhed and ex. 


tion. 


the thrones and diadems of earthly monarchs are empty pa. 
geants, and childiſh toys. Yonder arch of ſapphire, with 
of gold, is but the floor of thoſe divine abodes. 
What then are the apartments; what is the palace ? How 
bright with glories ; how rich with bliſs? 
Ol] ye manſions of bleſſedneſs; ye beauties of my Father's 
kingdom; which far outſhine theſe lamps of the viſible hea- 
ven ; tranſmit your ſweet and winning invitations to my heart. 
Attract and refine, all my affections. Withdraw them from 
fagnating, on the ſordid ſhores of fleſh; never ſuffer them to 
ſettle, upon the impure lees of ſenſe : but impreſs them with 
emotions of reſtleſs defire after ſublime and celeſtial joys. — 
Joys, that will procced, ſtill proceed in a copious and everlaſt- 
ing flow, when ſeas ſhall ceaſe to roll.— Joys, that will charm 
every faculty with unimaginable pleaſure; when the moon, 
with her waxing ſplendors ſhall chear our fight no more. 
Enough for the preſent evening. My thoughts have been 
ſufficiently exerciſed, and my ſteps begin to be attended with 
wearineſs. Let me obey the admonition of nature; and give 
reſpite to my meditations, flumber to my eyes. —But ſtay,— 
ſhall J retire to the bed of fleep, with as little ceremony, and 
with as much inattention, as the brutes to their ſordid lair? Are 
no acknowledgments due to that divine Being, who is the ſup- 
port of my lite, and the length of my days? Have I no farther 
need of his protecting care; no more occaſion fur the bleſſings 
of his goodneſs? Lepidus, perhaps, may laugh at the bend- 
ed knee; and have a thouſand darts of raillery, ready to diſ- 
charge on the practice of devotion. The wits, I know, are 
unmercifully ſevere on, what hey call, the drudgery of prayer, 
and the fantaſtical rant of praiſe. Theſe they leave to the il- 
literate labourer, and the mean mechanic; or treat them, 


with a contemptuous ſueer, as the parſon's ignoble trade. 
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Is it then an inſtance of ſuperſtitious blindneſs, to diſtin- 
guiſh; or of whimfical zeal, to celebrate; the moſt ſuperemi- 
nent encellency and merit? Is it an ungrateſul buſineſs; or 
does it argue 2 groveling diſpoſition, to magnify goodneſs, 
tranſcendently rich and diffuſive ?!——What can be ſo truly 
becoming a dependent fate, as to pay our adoring homage, to 
the Author of all perfection; and profeſs our devoted allegi- 
ance, to the ſupreme almighty Governor of the univerſe !— 
Can any thing more ſignificantly beſpeak an t2genuous temper ; 
or adminiſter a more real ſatis faction to its fineſt feelings; 
than the exerciſes of penitential devotion ? By which we give 
vent to an honeſt anguiſh; or melt into filial ſorrow; for our 
inſenſibility to the beſt of friends, for our difobedience to the 
beſt of parents ? In à word; can there be a more ſublime 
pleaſure, than to dwell, in fixed contemplation, on the beauties 
of the Eternal Mind; the amiable Original of all that is fair, 
grand, and harmonious; the beneficent Giver of all that is 
convenient, comfortable, and ufeful !'-—— Can there be a 
more advantageous employ, than to preſent our requeſts to the 
Father of mercies; opening our minds to the irradiations of 
his wiſdom, and all the faculties of our fouls to the commu- 
nications of his grace? It is ſtrange, unaccountably ſtrange, 
that the notion of dignity in ſentiment, and the purſuit of re- 
fined enjoyment, ſhould ever be diſunited from devotian. That 
perſons, who make pretenſions to an improved taſte, and ex- 
ated genius, ſhould neglect this moſt ennobling intercourſe, 
vith the wiſeſt and beſt of beings; the incxhauſtible ſource of 
honour and joy. : 

Shall I be deterred, from approaching this ſource of the 
pureſt delight? Deterred from purſuing this higheſt improve- 
ment of my nature? Deterred from all, by a formidable ban- 
ter; or confuted by one irrefragable {mile ? No: let the 
moon, in her reſplendent ſphere, and yonder pole, with all 
ts ſtarry train, witneſs, if I be ſilent even or morn. If I re- 
rain to kindle in my heart, and breathe from my lips, the rea- 
lonable incenſe of praiſe. Praiſe to chat great and glorious 
Gor, who formed the earth, and built the ſkies ; who poured 
from his hand the watery world, and ſhed the all-ſurrounding 
ur abroad. Thou alſo madeſt the night, Maker omnipo- 
tent! and thou, the day! Which I, though leſs than the leaſt 
ot all thy mercies, have paſſed in ſafety, tranquillity, _ com- 
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fort. When I was loſt in the extravagance of dreams 
lay immerſed in the inſenſibility of ſleep; thy hand recovered 
me from the temporary lethargy. Thy hand ſet a new, a de- 
licately fine edge, on all my blunted ſenſes ; and ſtrung my 
finews with recruited vigor. When my thoughts were be. 
numbed and ſtupified, thy quickening influence rouſed them 
into activity; when they were diſconcerted and wild, thy re- 
gulating influence reduced them into order. Refitting me at 
once to reliſh the innocent entertainments of an animal, and 
to enjoy the ſublime gratifications of a rational capacity 
When darkneſs covered the creation, at thy command, the 
ſun aroſe; painted the flowers, and diſtinguiſhed every object; 
gave light to my feet, and gave Nature, with all her beautiful 
cenes, to my eye. _——To thee, O thou Gon of my ſtrength, 
I owe the continuance'ot my being, and the vivacity ot my con- 
ſtitution. By thy facred order, without any conſcientiouſneſs 
of mine, the wheels of life move, and the crimſon foun- 
tain plays. Over-ruled by thy exquiſite Ati, it transforms it- 
ſelf, by the niceſt operations of an inexplicable kind of che- 
miſtry, into a variety of the fineſt ſecretions. Which glide 
into the muſcles, and ſwell them for action; or pour them- 
ſelves into the fluids, and repair their inceſſant decays. Which 
cauſe chearfulneſs to ſparkle in the eye, and health to bloom 
in the cheek. 
Dijſaſtrout accidents, mjurious to the peace of my mind; or 
fatal to the welfare of my body; beſet my paths. But thy 
faithfulneſs and truth, like an impenetrable thield, guarded me 
all around. Under this divine protection, I walked ſecure, 
amidſt legions of apparent perils; and paſſed unhurt, through 
a far greater multiplicity of «n/cen evils. Not one of my bones 
was broken; not a fingle ſhaft grazed upon my eaſe; even 
when the eye that watched over me, ſaw, in its wide ſurvey, 
thouſands falling befide me, in irrecoverable ruin; and ten thou- 
ſands deeply wounded, on my right hand. ——If ſickneſs has, at 
any time, ſaddened my chamber, or pain harrowed my fleth; 
it was a wholeſome diſcipline, and a gracious ſeverity. The 
chaſtiſement proved a ſovereign medicine, to cure me of an 
immoderate fondneſs for this imperfect troubleſome ſtate; and 
to quicken my delircs, after the unimbittered enjoyments ot 
my etcrnal home. Has not thy munificence, unwearied 


and unbounded, fpread my table; and furniſhed it, * 1 
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tneſt wheat; repleniſhed it, with marrow and fatneſs ? While 
temperance ſweetened the bowl; appetite ſeaſoned the diſh; 
contentment and gratitude crowned the Has not 
thy kindneſs, O Gop of the families of Fae}, preſerved my 
affeftionate relations; who ſtudy, by their tender offices, to 
ſoften every care, and heighten every joy? Has not thy kind- 
neſs given me valuable friends; whoſe preſence is a cordial, to 
chear me in a dejected hour; and whoſe converſation, mingles 
improvement with delight ? 

When fin lay diſguiſed amidſt flowery ſcenes of pleafure; en- 
lghtened by thy wiſdom, I diſcerned the latent miſchief ; made 
reſolute by thy 22 I Hunned the luſcious bane. If through 
the impulſe of ſenſuality, or the violence of paſſion, I have 
deen hurried into the ſnare, and ſtung by the ſerpent; thy 
faithful admonitions, have recalled the fooliſh wanderer; 
while the blood of thy Son, has healed his deadly wounds. 
Some, no doubt, have been cut off in the midſt of their ini- 
quities; and tranſmitted, from the thrillings of polluted joy, to 
the agonies of eternal deſpair: Whereas, I have been dit- 
tnguiſhed by long-ſuffering mercy; and, inſtead of lifting up 
my eyes in torments, to behold a heaven irrecoverably loſt; I 
may lift them up under the pleafing views of being admitted, 
ere long, into thoſe abodes of endleſs felicity. In the mean 
time, thou haſt vouchſafed me the reve/ation of thy will, the in- 
fluences of thy Spirit; and abundance of the moſt effectual 
aids, for advancing in knowledge, and growing in godlineſs: 
for becoming more conformable to thy image, and more 
meet for thy preſence: for taſting the pleaſures of religion, 
and ſecuring the riches of eternity. 

How various is thy beneficence, O thou lover of fouls ! It 
has unſealed a thuuſand ſources of good; opened a thouſand 
avenues of delight; and heaped bleſſings upon me, with a 
ceaſeleſs liberality. If I ſhould attempt to declare them; 
they would be more than the ſtarry hoſt, which glitter in this 
unclouded ſky ; more than the deuy gems, which will adorn 
the face of the morning. 

And ſhall I forget the GOD of my falvation, the author of 
ul my mercies ? Rather let my pulſe forget to beat —— Shall 
| render him no exprefſions of thankfulneſs? Then might all 
nature reproach my ingratitude———5ShallI reſt ſatisfied with 
the bare acknowledgment of my lips? No; let my life be vo- 
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cal, and ſpeak his praiſe, in that 
ical language the 

the hill be drawn upon my 


of deyout obedience. Let 
very heart; let all my affections 


; night. 

thoroughly away, in redeeming blood ; and let neither the fin- 
ful ſtain, nor the finful inclination, accompany me to my 
couch !—— Then, ſhall I lay me down in peace, and take my reſt ; 
chearfully referring it to thy all-wiſe determination, whether 
I ſhall open my eyes in thir world, or awake in the un- 
known regions of another.” - 


p 


End of Contemplations on the Night. 
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There dwells a noble pathos in the ſkies, 

Which warms our paſſions, proſelytes our hearts. 

How eloquently ſhines the glowing pole! 

With what authority it gives its charge, 

Remonſtrating great truths in ftyle ſublime ! 
NicaTt-TwoucaTs, No. IX. 
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Contemplations on the Starry 
Heavens. 


T HIS evening, I exchange the nice retreats of art, for 
the noble theatre of nature. Inſtead of meaſuring my 
ſteps, under the covert of an arbor; let me range along the 
ſummit of this gently-rifing hill. There is no nced of the 
leafy ſhade, fince the fun has quitted the horizon, and with- 
drawn his ſcorching beams. But ſee, how advantages and in- 
conveniencies are uſually linked, and chequer our affairs be- 
low! If the annoying heat ceaſes, the /andſcape, and its pleaſing 
ſcenes, are alſo removed. The majeſtic caſtle, and the 
lowly cottage, are vaniſhed t - T have loſt the aſpiring 
mountain, and its ruſſet brow. I look round,-but to no pur- 
poſe, for the humble vale, and its flowery lap. The plains 
whitened with flocks, and the heath yellow with furze, dif- 
appear. The advancing night, has wrapt in darkneſs the long 
extended foreſt; and drawn her mantle over the windings 
of the filver ſtream. I no longer behold that luxuriant fer- 
tility in the fields; that wild magnificence of proſpect, and 
endleſs variety of images; which have ſo often touched me 
with delight, and ſtruck me with awe, from this command- 

The loſs, however, is ſcarcely to be regretted ; fince it is 
amply compenſated, by the opening beauties of the ſky. Here 
I enjoy a free view of the whole hemiſphere; without any ob- 
ſtacle from below, to confine the exploring eye; or any cloud 
from above, to overcaſt the ſpacious concave. Tis true; the 
lively vermillion, which ſo lately ftreaked the chambers of the 
veſt, is all faded. But the p/anets, one after another, light up 
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their lamps; the fart advance in their glittering train; a chou- 
ſand and a thouſand luminaries, ſhine forth in ſucceſſive ſplen- 
dors; and the whole firmament is kindling into the moſt beau- 
tiful glow. The blueneſs of the zther, heightened by the 
ſeaſon of the year, and ftill more enlivened by the a4/erce of 
the moon, gives thoſe gems of heaven the ſtrongeſt luſtre. 
One pleaſure more, the i ing gloom has not been able 
to ſnatch, from my ſenſe. "The night rather improves, than 
deſtroys the which exhales fram the 5b/ooming beans. 
With theſe, the fides of this floping declivity are lined; and 
with theſe, the zephyrs perfume their wings. Does 
Arabia, from all her ſpi breathe a more liberal, or a 
more charming gale of ſweets? And, what is a peculiar recom. 
mendation of the rural entertainments, preſented in our happy 
land, they are alloyed by no apprehenfions of danger. No 
poiſonous ſerpent lurks under the bloſſom ; nor any ravenons 
beaſt, lies ready to ſtart from the thicket. But I wander 
from a more exalted ſubject. My thoughts, like my affec- 
tions, are too cafily diverted from the heavens, and dend 
by inferior objects. Away, my attention, from the: |::tle 
hlandiſhments of the earth; fince all the g/crics of the /i in- 
vite thy regard. | g 

We have taken a turn among the tombs, and viewed the ſo- 
lemn memorials of the dead: in order to learn the vanity of 
mortal things, and to break their ſoft enchantment. We 
have ſurveyed the ornaments of the garden; not that the heart 
might be planted in the parterre, to take root among the 
flowery race; but that theſe delicacies of a day, might teach us 
to aſpire after a better paradiſe ; where beauty never fades, 
and delight is ever in the bloom. A third time we lighted 
the candle of meditation ; and fought for wiſdom, not in the 
crouded city, or wrangling ſchools, but in the filent and lone- 
ly «ca/ks of ancient night j.—Let us once mare indulge the 
contemplative vein, and raiſe our ſpeculations to thoſe — 

i wor 
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el of the great Creator; which the regions of the ſky con- 
tals, and this duſky hour unveils +. 

If we have diſcerned the touches of his pencil, glowing in 
the colours of ſpring; if we have ſeen a fawple of his benefi- 
cence, exhibited in the ſtores of nature; and a ray of his 
brightneſs, beaming in the blaze of day; what an infinitely 
richer field for the diſplay of his per fections, are the heavens ! 
The h-avens in the moſt emphatical manner, declare the glory 
of Gon. The heavens are nobly eloquent of the Deity, and 
the moſt magnificent heralds of their Maker's praiſe. They 
ſpeak to the whole univerſe ; for there is neither ſpeech fo 
barbarons, but their language is underſtood; nor nation fo d iſant, 
but their voices are heard among them. Let me then, in 
this ſolemn ſeaſon, formed for thought, and a calm intercourſe 
with heaven; let me liſten to their ſilent lectures. Perhaps, 
I may receive ſuch impreſſive manifeſtations of * the eternal 
and Godhead,” as may ſbed religion on my foul, while 
I walk the ſolitary ſhades; and may be a tutelary friend to my 
virtue, when the call of buſineſs, and the return of light ex- 
poſe me again to the inrcads of temptation. 

The Iſraelites, inſtigated by frenzy rather than devotion, 
worſhipped the hoſt of heaven. And the pretenders to judi- 
cial aſtrology talk of, I know not what, myſterious efficacy in 
the different aſpect of the ſtars, or the various conjunction and 
ion of the planets.—Let thoſe, who are unacquainted 
with the ſure word of revelation, give ear to theſe ſons of de- 
lufion, and dealers in deceit. For my part, it is a queſtion of 
indifference to me, whether the conſtellations ſhone with 
{miles, or loured in frowns, on the hour of my nativity. Let 
CurxIisT be my guard; and, ſecure in ſuch a protcetion, I 
would laugh at their impotent menaces. Let CHRIS H be my 
guide; and I ſhall ſcorn to aſk, as I deſpair of receiving, any 
prediftory information from ſuch ſenſeleſs maſſes. What? 
ſhall 
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+ Night opes the noble/# ſcenes, and ſheds an awe, 

Which gives thoſe vencrable ſcenes full weight, 
Add deep reception in th? entender'd heart. | 
Night- Tioughtr, No. IX. 


* Pal. xix. 3. 


r 


4 „ 
Lp 
i 7 1 n % 
\ —— — 


po I 


80 CONTEMPLATIONS ON 


ſhall © the living ſeck to the dead +?” Can theſe bodies al. 
vertiſe me of future events, which are unconſcious of their own 
exiſtence ? Shall I have recourſe to dull unintelligent matter 
when 1 may apply to that all-wiſe Being; who, with ene com. 
prehenſive glance, diſtinctly views whatever is lodged in the 
boſom of immenſity, or forming in the womb of futurity ?_. 
Never, never will I {earch for intimations of my fate, 
but often trace my Creator's foor/teps *, in yonder ſtarry plains, 
In the former caſe, they would be teachers of lies; in the lat. 
ter, they are oracles of truth. In this, therefore, this ſenſe on. 
ly, I profes myſelf the pupil of the ſtars. 

The vulgar, are apprehenſive of nothing more, than a mul. 
titude of bright ſpangler, dropt over the æthereal blue. They 
have no higher notion of theſe fine appearances, than that they 
are ſo many golden ſtuds, with which the empyrean arch is de- 
corated. But ſtudious minds, that carry a more accurate 
and ſtrict enquiry, among the celeſtial bodies, bring back ad- 
vices of a moſt aſtoniſhing import. Let me juſt recollect the 
moſt material of thoſe upendaus diſcoveries; in order to fur- 
niſh out proper. ſubjects for contemplation. And let the un- 


learned 
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+ Iſa. viu. 19. 

* © It is moſt becoming (fays a great author) ſuch imperfe& 
creatures as we are, to contemplate the works of GOD, with this 
deſign, that we may diſcern the manifeftations of wiſdom in them, 
and thereby excite in ourſelves thoſe devout affections, and that ſu- 

rlative reſpe&, which is the very eſſence of praiſe, as it is a rea- 
Enable and moral ſer vice.“ AztaxETHY 97 the Attribute. 
And, indeed, if we are fincerely diſpoſed to employ ourſelves in 
this excellent, this delightful duty of praiſing the infinite Creator; 
the means, and the tive, are both at hand. His works in a 
wonderful and inſtructive variety, preſent themſelves z with preg- 
nant manifeſtations of the moſt tranſcendent excellencies of their 
Maker. They pour their evidence from all quarters, and into all 
the avenues of the mind. They invite us, eſpecially in the magni- 
ficent ſyſtem of the univerſe, ro contemplate——coanſel, confum- 
mately wiſe; and execution, inimitably perfect: aver, to 
which nothing is impoſſible ; and goodneſs, which extendeth to all, 
which endureth for ever. To give, not a full diſplay, but only 
ſome ſight Hricburet of theſe glorious truths, is the principal ſcope 
of the following remarks. 
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may 

parts, to be funk into vales, and raiſed into hills“; in 
other parts, to be ſpread into a ſpacious plain, extending to the 
confines of the heavens, or terminated by the waters of the 


uphold it from above, or ſupport it from beneath. It may 
ſeem to be ſedentary in its attitude, and motionleſs in its fitu- 
ation. But it is continually ſailing t, through the of 
the ſky; and in the ſpace of twelve finiſhes the 
mighty voyage. i iodi i the ſea- 
ſons, and com annual 
circuit, it alter 
nately to the day 
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jon to the globular or round - B 
ent they may render it, to our limited fight, vaſtfy uneven 
protuberant ; yet, they bear no more proportion-to the entire ſur- 
ice of the terraqueous ball, than a particle of duſt, cuſus 
n the mathematician's , bears to its whole ci 
on, the coves ure is no more deſtroyed in the former 
cale, in the latter. Oz the ſame ptinciple, I have not 
thought it neceſſary, to take any notice of the compatatively ſmall 
liference, between the polar and equatorial diameter of the earth. 


* 


F With what amazi this veſſel, (if I may carry on 
alufion) filled with 1 2 of nations, and freighted with all 
weir poſſeſſions, makes her way through the zthereal ſpace: ſes 
dunan'; Afr. Theol. page 150, in the Note, 
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dawns in one hemiſphere; while the night ſucceeds in the a. 
ther. Without this expedient, one part of its regions would, 
during half the great revolution, be ſcorched with exceſſive 
heat, or languiſh under an unintermitted glare; while the o. 
ther, expoſed to the contrary extremes, would be frozen to 
ice, and buried under along oppreſſion of diſmal and deſtrue- 
tive darkneſs. 
I cannot forbear taking notice; that, in this compound mg. 
tion of the earth, the one never interferes with the other, but 
th are y compatible. Ts it not thus, with the precepts 
of religion, and the needful affairs of the preſent life ; not ex. 
cept even the innocent gratifications of our appetites ?—Some, 
I believe, are apt to imagine, that they muſt renounce ſociety, 
if they devote themſelves to CHRIST; and abandon all the 
fatisfaCtions of this world, if they once become zealous candi. 
dates for the felicity of another. But this is a very miſtaken 
notion, or elſe a very injurious repreſentation, of the doctrine 
which is according o godlineſs. It was never intended to 
drive men into deſarts; but to lead them through the peacefil 
and pleaſant paths of wiſdom, into the bliſsful regions of life 
eternal. It was never intended to ſtrike off the wheels of bu- 
ſineſs, or cut in ſunder the finews of induſtry ; but rather 
to make men induſtrious from a principle of conſcience, not 
from the inſtigations of avarice; that ſo, they may promote their 
immortal happineſs, even while they provide for their tempo- 
ral maintenance. It has no defign to extirpate our paſſions, 
but only to reftrain their irregularities ; neither would it ex- 
. tinguith the delights of ſenſe, but prevent them from evapo- 
rating into vanity, and fubfiding into gall. A perſon may 
be chearful among his friends, and yet joytul in GOD. He 
may taſte the fweets of his earthly eſtate ; and, at the ſame 
time, cheriſh his hopes of a nobler inheritance in heaven. 
The trader may proſecute the demands of commerce, without 
neglecting ts negociate the affairs of his ſalvation. The war- 
rior may wear his !word ; may draw, in a juft cauſe, that mur- 
derous weapon; yet be a good ſoldier of JESUS CHRBT, 
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and obtain the crown that fadeth not away. The parent ma ! 
lay up a compatent portion for his children, and not forfeit I '% 
his ticle to the treaſures, either of grace or of glory. 80 far 4 
is Chriſtianity from obſtructing any valuable intereſt, or with · ¶ Sir 
holding any real pleatuze; that it improves the one, and ad. dn 
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vances the other. Juſt as the dinrnal and annual motions, are 
ſo far from claſbing, that they entirely accord; and inſtead of 
being deſtrut᷑tive of each other, by mutually blending their ef- 
fefts, they give proportion and harmony to time, fertility and 
innumerable benefits to nature. | 

To us, who dwell on its ſurface, the earth is by far the mt 
extenſive orb, that our eyes can any where behold. It is alſo 
doathed with verdure; diftinguiſhed by trees; and adorned 
with a variety of beautiful decorations. Whereas, to a ſpec- 
tator placed on one of the planets, it wears an uniform aſpect; 
looks all luminous, and ns larger than a ſpot. To beings, who 
dwell at ftill greater diſtances, it entirely diſappears —That 
which we call alternately, the morning and the evening ſtar; 
2 in one part of her orbit, ſhe rides foremoſt in the proceſſion 
of night; in the other uſhers in and anticipates the dawn; is 
a wortd. Which, with the tour others, that fo won- 
vary their myſtic dance, are in themſelves dark bodies, 
and ſhine only by reflection; have fields, and ſeas, and ſkies, 
of their own: are furniſhed with all accommodations for ani- 
mal ſubſiſtence, and are ſnppoſed to be the abodes of inte/lec- 
tual life. All which, together with this our earthly habita- 
tion, are dependent on that grand diſpenſer of divine munifi- 
cence, the ſun; receive their light from the diſtribution of his 
rays, and derive their comforts from his benign agency. 

The ſun, which ſeems to perform its daily ſtages through the 
ſky, is, in this reſpect , fixed and immoveable. It is the 
great axle of heaven, about which the globe we inhabit, and 
other more ſpacious orbs, wheel their ſtated courſes. 

The ſun, though ſeemingly fmalley than the dial it illuminates, 
i abundantly larger + than this whole earth; on which ſo ma- 
ny lofty mountains rife, and ſuch vaſt oceans roll. A line, 
atending from fide to fide, through the centre of that reſplen- 
dent orb, wauld meaſure mo than eight hundred thouſand 


miles: 
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J. in this reſpe& ; that I may not ſeem to forget, er exclude, 
leit I lle revolution of the ſun round its own axis. . | 


* A hundred thouſand times, according to the /ows/? reckoning. 
2 vir Isaac NEwToON computes the ſun to be 900, oco times bigger 
"Wa the carth, Religious Phitnſpher, p. 749+ 
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miles : 2 girdle, formed to go round its circumference, would 
require a of millions; were its ſolid contents to be ef. 


timated, the account would averwhelm our underſtanding, and 
be almoſt beyond the power of language to expreſs . Are 
we ſtartled at theſe reports of philoſophy? Are we ready to 
cry out, in a tranſport of furpriſe ? How mighty is the Being 
"who kindled ſuch a prodigious fire, and keeps alive, from age 
to age, ſuch an enormous maſs of flame !\—Let us attend 
our philoſophic guides, and we ſhall be brought acquainted 
with ſſ ions, more · enlarged and more amazing. 

This ſun, with all its attending planets, is but a very little 
part of the grand machine of the univerſe. Every far, thoug) 
in appearance no bigger than the diamond, that glitters :-. , 
a lady's ring; is really a vaſt globe, like the fun in fize, and in 

ory; no leſs ſpacious, no leſs luminous, than the radiant 

of our day. So that cy ſtar is, not barely a world, 
but the centre of a magnificent ſyſtem ; has a retinue of worlds 
wradiated by its beams, and revolving round its attractive in- 
fAvence. All which are loſt, to our fight, in unmeaſurable 
wilds of æther. That the ſtars appear like ſo many di- 
minutive, and ſcarce diſtinguiſhable 8 to the im- 
menſe and inconceiyable diſtance. e and inconceive- 
able indeed it is; fince a ball, ſhot from the loaded cannon, 
and flying with unabated rapidity, muſt travel, at this impe- 
tuous pace, almoſt ſeven hundred thouſand years +, before 
it could reach the nearef of thoſe twinkling luminaries. 

Can any thing be more wonderful, than theſe obſervations! 
Yes: there are truths, far more ſtupendous; there are ſcenes, 
far more extenfive. As there is no end of the Almighty Ma- 
Fer's greatneſs; ſo no imagination can ſet limits to his creating 


— — 


—_— 


* Dr. Deznan, after having calculated the dimenſions of the 
22 adds, Amazing as theſe maſſes are, they are far outdone 
y that ſtupendous globe of light, the ſun: which as it is the foun- 


| tainof light and heat to all the planets about it, ſo doth it far ſur- 
paſs them all in its bulk : its apparent diameter being computed it 
2,582,873 miles, and its ſolid contents at 290,97 f, ooo, ooo, ooo, 


oo. Afro Theology, B. I. Chap. II. 
t See Religious Philo/opber, p- 819 
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hand. Could you ſoar beyond the moon, and paſs through 
all the planetary choir: could you wing your way to the high- 
eſt apparent ſtar, and take your ſtand on one of thoſe loftieſt 
pinnacles of heaven: you would, there, ſee other fties expand- 
ed; another ſun, diſtributing his inexhauſtible beams by day: 
other ſtars, that gild the horrors of the alternate night: and 
other t, perhaps nobler /y/tems, eſtabliſhed; eſtabliſhed, in un- 
known profuſion, through the boundleſs dimenſions of ſpace. 
Nor does the dominion of the univerſal Sovereign ter- 
minate there. Even at the end of this vaſt tour, you would 
find yourſelf advanced no further than the ſuburbs of crea- 
tion; arrived only at the frontiers of the great JEHovan's 
kingdom . 8 
And do they tell me; that the ſun, the moon, and all the 
planets, are but a little part of HIS works? Ho great, ther, 
are his ſigns! and how mighty are his wonders $ !”——And if 
ſo, what is the CREATOR himſelf! How far exalted above 
all praiſe! Who is ſo / that he looks down on the high- 
eſt of theſe dazzling ſpheres, and fees even the ſummit of 
creation in a vale: fo great, that this prodigious extent of 


2 - a 


t See Afro Theology, Book II. Chap. II. Where the au- 
thor, having aſſigned various reaſons to ſupport this theory of our 
modern aſtronomers, adds: —“ Befides the aforementioned ſtrong 
probabilities, we have this farther recommendation of fuch an ac- 
count of the univerſe, that it is far more magnificent, and worthy 
of the infinite Creator, than any other of the narrower ſchemes.” 


ob, after a moſt beautiful diſſertation, on the mighty works of 
GOD; as they are diſtributed through univerſal nature from the 
heights of heaven, to the very depths of hell ; cloſes the magnificent 
account with this acknowledgment: Le = are part. of his ways. 
Or, as the original word more literally fignifes; and may, I think, 
be more elegantly. rendered; Theſe are only the ſcirtt, the very 
outermoſt borders of his works. No more than a ſmall preface to 
theimmenſe volume of the creation. — From the word extremirates, 
I cannot forbear thinking on the extreme and very attenuated 
fibres of the root, when compared with the whole ſubſtance of the 
trunk; or on the exquiſitely ſmall ſize of the capillary veſicls, when 
compared with the whole ſtructure of the body. Fob. XXVI, 13. 
. Dan. iv. 3. 
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ſpace, is but a point in his preſence; and all this confl 
of worlds, as the lighteſt atom, that fluftuates in air, and ſor 
in the meridian ray f. | 

glorious Gop, 


Thou moſt ſublime and i 
how am I overwhelmed with awe ! How ſunk into the loweſt 
proſtration of mind! When I conſider thy excellent great. 
neſs,” and my own utter infigni — And have I, ex. 
ceſſively mean as I am, have I entertained any conceited appre. 
of myſelf? Have I felt the leaſt elatement of thought, 
in the preſence of fo majeſtic and adorable a Being? How 
ſhould this wound me with ſorrow, and cover me with confu- 
ſion!——O my GOD, was I poſſeſſed of all the 57,5 . 
tions, which accompliſh and adorn the angels of light; amidſt 
all theſe noble endowments, I would fall down in the deegef 
abaſement at thy feet. Loſt in the infinitely ſuperior blaze of 
thy uncreated glories; I would confeſs to be leſs than 
nothing, and vanity.——How much more ought I to main- 
tain the moſt unfeigned humiliation, V. fore thy divine Majeſty; 
who am not only duſt and aſhes, but a compound of igno- 
rance, imperfection, and depravity ! 


3 —— — a 
+ This puts me in mind of a very fine remark on a ſcriptural 
beauty; and a ſolid correction of the common tranſlation ; made 
by that learned, ſagacious, and devour expoſitar, Fitringa—— 
Ila. xl. 15. We find it written of the Supreme Being, That be 
taketh up the iffes as a very little thing. Which, our critic obſerves, 
14 neither anſwerable to the import of the original, nor conſonant 
to the ſtructure of the diſcourſes The prophet had no intention to 
iuform mankind, what the almighty could do, with regard to the 
iſlands, if he pleaſed to exert uncontroulable power. His deſign 
was to ſhew, how infignificant, or rather what mere nothings they 
are, in his eſteem, aud before his majeſty.— The iſlands, ſays he, 
thuugh ſo ſpacious, as to afford room for the erection of kingdoms, 
aud the abude of nations; though ſo frng, as to withſtand, for 
many thonands of years, the raging and reiterated aſſaults of the 
whole watery world; are yet, before the adorable Jexovan, ſmall . 
as the minuteſt grain, which the cye cau ſcarce diſcern; light as 
the feathered mote, which the leaſt breath hurries away like a tem- 
peſt. — In/uls ſunt ut lere quid, quoi avolat. The deep- rooted 
und are as the volatile atom, which, by the gentleſt undulations ( 
of the air, is waſted to and fro in perpetaal agitation. 
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While, beholding this vaſt expanſe, I learn, own ex 
meme meanneſs ; I would alſo difcover the abject lttlenef, ot 
2 things. What is the earth, with all her oſten- 

8 this aſtoniſhingly grand ſurni- 
ure of the Kies“ hat, but a dim ſpect, hardly perceivable 
ia the of the uaiverſe? i ane by a very judicious 
writer +, if the fun himſelf, which enlighten: this part 
of the creation, was extinguiſhed; and all the hoſt ot plane- 
tary worlds, which move about him, were annihilated ; they 
would not be miſſed, by an eye that can take in the whole 
compaſs of nature, any more than a grain of fand upon the 
ſe-ſhore. The bulk of which they conſiſt, and the ſpace 
which they occupy, is ſo exceedingly Mule in compariſon of the 
whole ; that their loſs would ſcarce leave a blank, in the im- 
menſity of GoD's works. If then, not our globe only, but 
this whole ſyſtem, be ſo very diminutive; what is a kingdom 
or a county? What are a few lardſbipt or the ſo-much ad- 


mired patrimonis of thoſe, who are ſtiled wealthy 4? When 


I meafure them with my own little pittance, they ſwell into 
proud and bloated dimenſions. But, when I take the univerſe 
for my ſtandard, how ſcanty is their ſize, how contemptible 
their figure ! 'They into porpous nethings 5 

When the eagle ſoars above all the feathered 
race, and leaves their very fight below; when ſhe 


any 

is flying in the air, or the duff which ſhe ſhook trom her 
feet? And ſhall this eternal mind, which is capable of con- 
templating its Creator's glory; which is intended to enjoy the 
_ his countenance; ſhall this eternal mind, endued 

vith ſuch great capacities, and made for ſuch exalted ends, 
be ſo ignobly ambitious, as to ſigh for the tinſels of ſtate; or fo 
Fc 
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cum auro ſuo terram, SEN. 
y Terrelle grandia inania. Wartr's Hor, Lyr. 
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88 
ome No: under the influence of fuch conſiderations, 1 
| my ſentiments expand, and my wiſhes acquire a turn of 
ſablimity. My throbbing defires after worldly grandenr, die 
away; and I find myſelf, if not poſſeſſed of power, yet ſuperi. 
or to its charms. Too long, muſt I own, have my affections 
been pini vanity, immured in this earthly clod. 
But theſe thoughts break the Shackles F. Theſe objects open 
the door of liberty. My foul, fired by ſuch noble proſſ cz, 
weighs anchor from this little nook ; and coaſts no longer a- 
bout its contracted ſhores; dotes no longer on its painted 
ſhells. The iamegſty of things, is her range, and an i, 
of bliſs, is her aim. 1 
Behold this immenſe expanſe, and admire the condeſcenſan 
of thy Gop.——In this manner, an inſpired and princely a- 
ſtronomer, improved his ſurvey of the nocturnal heavens, 
« When I conſider thy heavens, even the works of thy fingers, 
the moon and the ſtars which thou haſt ordained ;”” I am ſmit- 
ten with wonder at thy glory, and cry out in a tranſport of gra- 
titude, „LORD, what is man, that thou art mindful of him? 
or the ſon of man, that thou viſiteſt him ?“ „ How amazing, 
how charming, is that divine benignity, which is pleaſed to bow 
down its ſacred regards, to fo foolith and worthleſs a creature 
Yea, diſdains not, from the height of infinite exaltation, to ex- 
tend its kind providential care, to our moſt minute concerns. 
his is amazing. But that the everlaſting Sovereign 
ſhould give his Son, to be made fleſh, and become our Savi- 
our! Shall I eall it a miracle of condeſcending goodneſs? Ru- 
ther, what are all miracles, what are all myſteries, to this inct- 


fable gift ”” 
* Had 


* 


— 
—_ 


+ The ſoul of man was made to walk the ſkies, 
Delightful outlet of her prifon here ! 
There, difincumber'd from her chains, the ties 
Of toys terreſtrial, ſhe can rove at large 3 
There freely can reſpite, dilate, extend, 


In full proportion let looſe all her powers. Lo 
| Night-Thoughtr, No. IX. 


"A Pſalm viii. 3, 4+ 
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Had the brigbteſt archangel been commiſſioned to come down, 
with the olive-branch of peace in his hand, fignifying his eter- 
nal Maker's readineſs to be reconciled ; on our bended knees, 
with tears of joy, and a torrent of thankfulneſs, we ought to 
have received the tranſporting news. But when, inſtead of 
ſuch an angelic envoy, he ſends his only-begotten Son; his Son 
ture 


all thought illuſtrious, to make us the gracious over- 
ſends him from the © habitation of his holineſs and | 
glory,” to put on the infirmities of mortality, and dwell in a 4 
tabernacle of clay: ends him, not barely to make us a 
tranſient viſit, but to abide many years in our inferior and mi- 
ſerable world: ſends him, not to exerciſe dominion. over 
monarchs, but to wear out his life in the ignoble form of a fer- 
vant ; and, at laſt, to make his exit under the infamous cha- 
rafter of a maleſactar Was ever love like this? Did ever grace 
ſtoop ſo low Should the fun be ſhorn of all his radiant 
W. ep M honours, 
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* This reminds me of a very noble piece of ſacred oratory, where, mY 
in a fine ſeries of the moſt beautiful gradations, the apoſtle diſplays , 
the admirably condeſcending kindneſs of our Saviour. —/7: though: | 
it no robbery, it was his indiſputable right, e be equal with the P 
infinite, ſelf-exiſtent, immortal GOD. Tet, in mercy to finners, #1 
le emptied him/elf of the incommunicable honours, and laid afide | 
the robes of incomprehenſible glory. When he entered upon his 
nediatorial ſtate, inſteag of acting in the grand capacity of univer - 
kl Sovereign, he took upon him the form of a ſervant. And not the 
form of thoſe miniſtring ſpirits, whoſe duty is dignity itſelf ; who 
ne throned, though adoring.——He took not on him the nature of 
| WH gels, but ſtooped incomparably lower. Aſſumed a body of ani- 
nated duſt, and was made in the likeneſs of men; thoſe inferior 
and depraved creatures. Aſtoniſhing condeſcenſion ! but no- 
ficient for the overflowing richneſs of the Redeemer's love. 
Fer, being found in faſhion as a man, he humbled himſelf farther till, 
Greupied the loweſt place, where all was low and ignoble. He not 
mly fubmitted to the yoke of the law, but alſo bore the infirmities, 
nd miniſtered to the neceffities of mortals. He even waſhed the 
ket of cthers, and had not where to lay his own head. Yea, he 
crried his meritorious humiliation, to the very deepeſt degrees of 
, oſſible abaſement : He became obedient unto death. And not to 
common or natural death, but a death more infamous than the 
bet; more torturous than the rack; ren the accurſed 
4 of the croſt, Phil. ii. 6, 7, 8. 
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honours, and degraded into a c/:d of the valleys; ſhould aj 
the dignitaries of heaven be depoſed from their thrones, ang 
degenerate into inſect of a day; great, great would be the 3. 
baſement. But othing to thine, moſt bleſſed Je$svs; nothing 
to thine, thou Prince of peace; when, for us men, and for 
our falvation, thou didit not abhor the coarſe accommoda- 
tions of the ma ger; thou didſt not decline even the gloomy 
horrors of the grave. 

It is well, the ſacred oracles have given this doctrine, the 
moſt explicit confirmation, and evidence quite inconteſtable, 
Otherwiſe, a favour ſo undeſerved, ſo unexpected, and rich 
beyond all imagination, might ſtagger our beliet.—Cauld 
He, who launches all theſe planetary globes, through the il. 
Iimitable void; and leads them agg 54 age to age, in their 
extenſive career; could HE refign his hands, to be confined by 
the girding cord; and his back to be plowed, by the bloody 
fcourge ?! ——Could HE, who crowns all the ſtars with in- 
extinguiſhable brightneſs; be himſelf defiled with. ſpiiting, and 
disfigured with the thorny ſcar ? It is the greateſt of wouders, 
and yet the ſureſt of truths. | 

O! ye mighty orbs, that roll along the ſpaces of the ſky; 
J wondered, a little while ago, at your vaſt dimenſions, and 
ample circuits. But now my amazement ceaſes; or rather, 
is intirely ſwallowed up by a much more ſtupendous ſubject. 
Methinks, your enormous bulk is ſhrivelled to an atom ; your 
prodigious revolutious are contracted to a ſpan ; while I mule 
upon the far more elevated heights, and unfathomable depths; 
the infinitely more extended lengths, and unlimited breadths, 
of this /ove of GOD in CHRIST JESUS *. ; 

Contemplating this ſtately expanſe, I ſee a mirror, which 
repreſents, in the moſt awful colours, the heinorſne/s of human 
guilt. Ten thouſand volumes; wrote on purpoſe, to di- 
play the aggravations of my various acts of diſobedience; could 
not ſo effectually convince me of their inconceivable enormity, 
as the conſideration of that a/l-glorions perſen +; who, to makt 


an atonement for them, ſpilt the laſt drop of his —— 
JT 


— 


* Eph. iii. 18, 19. | 
+ Qu quiſque altius aſcendit in agnitiane CnRISTI, co prefunis' 
peccati atrocitaters cognoſcet, 
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faned, may every child of Adam fay ; and what ſhall I d 
_—_— O thou Obſerver of men +? Shall I give my ' ood 
for my tranſgreſſion, the fruit of my body for the fin of my 
foul? Vain commutation! and ſuch as would be rejected by 
the bleſſed Go p, with the utmoſt abhorrence. Will all the 
„that ſway the ſceptre in a thouſand kingdoms, de- 
vote their royal and honoured lives, to reſcue an obnoxious 
creature from the ſtroke of vengeance? Alas! it muſt coft 
more, incomparably more, to expiate the malignity of fin, 
nd fave a guilty wretch from hell. Will all the principa- 
ities of heaven be content to aſſume my nature, and reſign 
themſelves to death for my _” Even this, would be 

2 too 


— 


— 


t Job vii. 20. Not Preſerver, as it ſtands in our verſion, but 
Obſerver of men. Which phraſe, as it denotes the exact and inceſ- 
fant inſpection of the divine eye; as it intimates, the abſolute im- 
poſſibility, that any tranſgreſſion ſhould cſcape the divine notice; is 
evidently moſt proper both to affign the realen, and heighten the 
emphaſis of the context. 


* MitTox ſets this thought in a very poetical and ſtriking 
light — All the ſanctities of heaven ſtand round the throne of the 
ſnpreme Majeſty. Gop foreſees and foretells the fall of man ; the 
run, which will unavoidably enſue on his tranſgreſſion ; and the 
utter impoſibility, of his being able to extricate himſelf from the 
abyſs of miſery._ ; 


He, with his whole peſterity muſt die; 
Die he, er juſtice muſt ; unleſs for him 
Some other able, and as willing pay 


The rigid /ati:fadtion, death for death. 


After which affecting repreſentation, intended to raiſe the moſt 
tender emotions of pity; the following inquiry ts addreſſed to a! 
tte furrounding angels: 


Say heav*nly powrr, where ſhall we find ſuch love? 
Which of you awill be mortal, to redeem 

Man', mortal crime? and die, the dead to ſave? 

| He aſt' d; but all the heav'nly choir ſtoad mute, 
48 And filence wat in heavy” n. 


There 
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too mean a fatisfation, for inexorable juſtice ; too ſcanty 2 
reparation, of God's injured honour. 80 flagrant is human 
guilt, that nothing, but a victim of imfinite dignity, could con- 
ſtitute an adequate propitiation. He who ſaid, let there 
be light, and there was light ;” let there be a firmament, and 
immediately the blue curtains floated in the fky ; He muſt 
take fleſh; He muſt feel the fierce torments of crucifixion; 
and pour out his ſoul in agonies, if ever ſuch tranſgreſſors are 
pardoned. | 

How vaſt is that debt; which all the wealth of both the 
Indies cannot diſcharge! How vitiated that habit of body; 
which all the drugs produced by nature herſelf, cannot rect- 
fy! But how much more ruined was thy condition, O my foul! 
how much more Beinaut were thy crimes! Since nothing les 
than the ſufferings and death of Meffiah, the Son of God, 
and radiant image of his glory, could effect thy recovery, or 
cancel thy iniquity. Though perhaps, thou art not ſunk 
ſo very deep in pollution, as fome of the moſt abandoned pro- 
fligates; yet remember the ineſtimable ranſom, paid to re- 
deem thee from everlaſting deſtruftion. Remember this; 
and « never open thy mouth any more *,” either to murmur 
at the divine chaſtiſements, or to glary in thy own attainments. 
Remember this; and even © /ath thyſelf + for the multitud: 
of thy provocations,” and thy great baſeneſs. 

Once more: Let me view this beautiful, this magnificent ex- 
panſe; and conceive ſome juſter apprehenſions, of the un- 
known richneſs of my Saviour's atanement. I am informed 


by 


— 


There is, to me at leaſt, an inimitable ſpirit and beauty in the lalt 
circumſtance. — Tiat ſuch an innumerable multitude, of generow 
and compaſſionate beings, ſhould be ſtruek dumb with ſurpriſe and 
terror, at the very mention of The deadly forfeiture and ranſom ſet 
No language is ſo eloquent as this lence. Words could not poſſibly 
have expreſſed, in ſo emphatical a manger, the dreadful nature a 
the taſk; the abſolute inability of any or all creatures to execute it; 
the ſuper-eminent and matchleſs love of the eternal Son, in under- 
taking the tremendous work; not only without reluctance, but un- 
ſought and unimplored; with readineſs, alacrity, and delight. 
Paradiſe Loft, Book III. Line 209. Edit. Bevrt- 


* Ezeck. xvi, 63. + Ezek. xxxvi. 31. 
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by a writer, who cannot miſtake, that the high-prie& of my 
profeffion, who was alſo the ſacritice for my tins, is hig her than 
the heavens | ; more exalted in dignity, more bright with glo- 
ry, than all the heavenly manſions, and all their illuſtrious in- 
habitants. If my heart was humbled, at the confideration of 
its exceſſive guilt; how dc all my drooping powers gevive, at 
this delightful thought? The poor criminal, that ſeemed to be 
vttering on the very brink of the infernal pit, is raiſed, by ſuch 
z belief, even to the portals of paradiſe. My ſelf-abaſement, 
[ truſt, will always continue; but my fears, under the influ- 
ence of ſuch a conviction, are quite gone *. I do not, I can- 
not, doubt the efficacy of this propitiation. While I fre 4 
glimpſe of its matchleſs excellency; and verily believe myſelf, 
intereſted in its merits; I know not what it is, to feel any 
miſgiving ſuſpicions; but am ſtedfaſt in faith, and joytul 
through hope. 

Be my iniquities like debts of millions of talents, here is 
more than full payment for all that prodigious ſum. Let the 
enemy of mankind, and accuſer of the brethren, load me with 

invectives ; 
uur * 1 


7 t Heb. vii. 26. 
: I am ſorry to find, that ſome of my readers were a little diſ- 
guſted at this expreſſion, © n ſears are quite gane. As thinking 
©X- BY it diſcovered a tincture of arrogance in the writer, and tended to 
un. diſcourage the weak Chriſtian. But, I hope, a more mature confi - 
neu i deration will acquit me, from both theſe charges. — For, what has 
d7 the author ſaid ? Only that at ſome peculiarly happy moments, when 
— de Holy Ghoſt bears witneſs of CurisT in his heart, and he is fa- 
wured with a glimpſe of the Redeemer's matchleſs excellency 
that, in theſe brighter intervals of life, his trembling fears, with re- 
gard to the decifive ſentence of the great tribunal, are turned into 
pleaſing expectations. And what is there in ſuch a declaration, 
offenſive to the ffricteſt modeſty, or diſpiriting to the weakeſt be» 
lever? Inſtead of creating diſcouragement, it points out the way to 
obtain a ſettled tranquillity. Its natural tendency is, to engage 
the ſerious mind in a more conſtant and attentive meditation, on 
the unknown merits of the divine MEDIATOR. - Aud were we 
more thoroughly acquainted, more deeply affected, with his unutter- 
able dignity ; I am perſuaded, our uncaſy apprehenſions would pre- 
rr. fortionably vaniſh ; our faith be eſtabliſned, our hopes brightened, 
aud our joys enlarge 


— — — _ — 
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invectives; this one plea, A divine Redeemer died, mof 
thoroughly quaſhes every indiftment. For, though there be 
much turpitude, and manifold tranſgreffions, © there is no 
condemnation to thoſe that are in CarrsT IEsUS. ——Nzy, 
were I chargeable with all the vileſt deeds, which have been 
committed in every age of the world, by every nation of men; 
even in Mis moſt deplorable caſe, I need not fink into deſpair, 
Even ſuch guilt, though grievous beyond all expreſſion, is not 
to be compared with that abundance of grace and righteouſneſe, 
which dwell in the incarnate divinity.——How great, how 
tranſcendently glorious, are the per ſectiont of the adored x- 
HOVAH! So great, ſo ſuperlatively precious, is the expiation of 
the dying Jesus. It is impoſſible for the human mind, to 
exalt this aronement , too highly; it is impoſſible for the 
HUMBLE PENITENT, tO confide in it, too Teadily. The 
Scriptures, the Scriptures of eternal truth, have faid it, (exult 
my ſoul in the belief of it !) that the blood on which we rely, 
is Gop's own blood +; and therefore, all-ſufficient to expiate, 
omnipotent to fave. 

David, that egregious ſinner, but more exemplary faint, 
ſeems to have been well acquainted with this comfortable 
truth. What elſe can be the import of that very remarkable, 
but moſt devout declaration? © Thou ſhalt purge me t with 


hyſſop, 


— — 


* This doctrine, though rich with conſalation to the ruined ſin- 
ner; yet, is it not likely to open a door for /icentiouſne/s ; and em- 
bolden tranſgieſſors to proſecute their VICES ?.——No: it is the 
mol} powerful nfotive to that genuine repentance, which faut from 
an unfeigned love of Gon; and operates in a hearty deteſtation of 
all fin. One, who knew the unmeaſurable goodneſs of the Lox, 
and was no ftranger to the finful perverſeneſs of our nature, ſays, 
There is mercy with thee: THEREFORE ſhalt thou be feared. 
Plzl. cxxx 4- Words, full to my purpoſe; which at once add 
the hig heſt authority to this ſentiment, and direct our minds to iu 
proper influence, and due improvement. 

+ Acts xx. 28. 

t Pſal. li. 7. Thou ſhalt purge. 1 prefer this tranſlation, be- 
fore the new one. Becauſe this ſpeaks the language ot a more ſled- 
| falt beliet, and gives the higheſt honour to the divine goodnels. 
Mere the words intended to bear no more, than the common peli- 

| t:2nary 
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byfſop, and I mall be | clean: thou ſhalt waſh me, and I ſhall, 


whiter than ſnow.” « have been guilty, I muſt con- 
of the moſt complicated and ſhocking crimes: Crimes, 
inflamed by every aggravating circumſtance, with regard to 
myſelf, my neighbour, and my Gop. Myſelf, who have been 
dleſed above men, and the diſtinguiſhed favourite of provi- 
dence; my neighbour, who, in the moſt dear and tender inte- 
reſts, has been irreparably injured; my GOD, who might juſt- 
ly expect the moſt grateful returns of duty, inſtead of ſuch e- 
normous violations of his law. Yet, all horrid and execrable 
as my offence is, it is nothing to the fuperabundant merit of 
that great Redeemer, who was promiſed from the foundations 
of the world; in whom all my fathers truſted; who is the 
hope of all the ends of the earth. Though my conſcience be 
more loathſome, with adulterous impurity, than the dunghill ; 

though treachery and murder have rendered it even black as 
the gloom of Hel; yet, waſhed in the © fountain opened for 
fin and for uncleanneſs *,” I ſhall be I fay not, pure only, 
this were a diſparagement to the efficacy of my Saviour's 
death; but I ſhall be fair as the /i/y; and white as the /zow. 
Nay, let me not derogate from the 2 object of my con- 
ſcience; cleanſed by this ſovereign ſanctifying ſtream, I ſhall 
Larry than the full-blown lily, whiter than the new-fallen 

ws.” 

Power, faith the Scripture, belongeth unto GOD f. ——And 
in what majeſtic lines, is this attribute of JEHnovan written, 
throughout the whole volume of the creation? Eſpecially, 
through thoſe magnificent pages, unfolded in yonder ſtarry 
regions. Which are therefore ſtyled, by the ſweet and ſera- 
phic ſinger of Iſrael, „The firmament of his power 1. Be- 
cauſe, the grand exploits of omnipotence are there diſplayed, with 
the utmoſt pomp; and recorded, in the molt legible charac- 


ters. 
Who, 


ä 


— 


tonary ſenſe; and not to be expreſſive of a noble pleraphar; of 
faith ; they would rather have been imperatives, not ſutir2;. 


* Zech. xili. 1. 
a . t Pla', d. f. 
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Who, that looks upward to the midnight ſky; and, with an 
eye of reaſon, beholds its rolling wonders; who can forbear in. 
quiring, of what were thoſe mighty orbs formed *—— Amazing 
to relate! They were produced without materials. They 
ſprung from emptineſs itſelf. The ftately fabric of univerſil 
nature emerged out of nothing. What iftruments were 
uſed by the ſupreme Architect, to faſhion the parts with 
fuch exquiſite niceneſs, and give fo beautiful a polith to the 
whole? How was all connected into one finely proportioned, 
and nobly finiſhed ſtructure ? A bare fiat accomplithed all, 
LET THEM BF, faid Gon. He added no more; and imme- 
diately the marvellous edifice aroſe; adorned with every beau- 
ty; diſplaying innumerable pertections; and declaring, amidſt 
enraptured ſeraphs, its great Creator's praiſe. © By the ver 
of the Lord were the heavens made, and all the hoſt of them 
by the breath of his mouth *.” W hat forceful machinery 
fixed ſome of thoſe ponderous globes, on an immoveable bats ? 
What irreſiſtible impulſe bowled others, through the circuit of 
the heavens ? What coercive energy confined their impetuous 
courſes, within limits aſtoniſhingly large, yet moſt minutely 
true ? Nothing but his /overergn will. For all things were 
at firſt conſtituted, and all to this day abide, « according to 
his ordinance.” | 

Without any toilſome aſſiduity or laborious proceſs, to raiſe 
—to touch—to /peak ſuch a multitude of immenſe bodies into 

being 


8 a. So _—y — — * a — W » m.. 2 _ 


— = © & > it &s© © 


2 n 


| 


— — 


If this thought is admitted a ſecond time, and ſuffered to en- 
noble the next paragraph ; it is partly, becauſe of its unequalled 
ſublimity; partly, becauſe it awakens the moſt grand idea of crea- 
ting power; and partly, becauſe the practice of the pſalmiſd, an au- 
thority too great to be controverted, is my precedent. 
beautiful ſtanza quoted from P/al. xxxiii. 6. is a proof, how 
thoroughly the royal poet entered into the majeſty of the Maſaic 
narration. The repetition of the ſentiment, ver. 9 intimates, how 
peculiarly he was charmed, with that ahl manner, of deſcribing 
the divine operations. While the turn of his own compoſition 
ſhews, how perfectly he poſſeſſed the ſame elevated ay of thinking. 
And this, long before Zonginus wrote the celebrated treatiſe, 
which has taught the heathen, as well as the Chriſtian world to ad- 
mire the dignity of the Fexvihlegiſlator's ſtyle. Vid. Lox d. 4 
ſuòlim. IX. 
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to hunch them through the ſpaces of the {ky, as an 
wrow from the hand of a giant to impreſs on ſuch unwieldy 
naſſes a motion, far outſtripping the ſwiftneſs of the winged 
ion ®*——and to continue them in the fame rapid whirl, 1 
for thouſands and thouſands of years What an amazing in- 2 | [ 
tance of infinite might is this Can any thing be impoſ- 11 
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ible to the Lon p, the LoxD God; the Creator and Con- 418 
trouler, of all the ends of the earth, all the regions of the uni- 1 45 
terſe? Rather, is not all that we count dificu/t, perfect eaſe 1 
to that glorious Being, who only ſpake, and the world was * 
made +? Who only gave command, and the ſtupendous axle nh { 


vas lodged faſt, the lofty wheels moved complete? 
zfure defence, O my ſoul, is this everlaſting ſtrength of thy 


What | 

ly 

Cop! Be this thy continual refuge, in the article of danger |; 
| 


Ul 
this thy never-failing reſource, in every time of need. | 
What cannot this uncontroulable power, of the great Je- . 
nov AR, effect for his people? Be their miſeries ever fo gall- 1 Fit 
lag, cannot this Go relieve them? Be their wants ever ſo b 
numerous, cannot this Gop ſupply them? Be their corrup- K 
tons within, ever ſo inveterate; or their temptations without, ' 
ever ſo im e; cannot this mighty, mighty Gop ſub- ; 
due the former, and fortify them againſt the latter? 
Should trials, with an inceſſant vehemence, fift thee as wheat; HAS 
ſhould tribulation, with a weight of woes, almoſt grind thee to 3 
powder ; ſhould pleaſure, with her bewitching ſmiles, ſolicit | 
Vol. II. N thee 
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o give one iuſtance of this remark. The earth, in the di- 
mal revolution, which it performs on its own axis, whirl about 
it the rate of above a thouſand miles an hour. And as the great 
abit, which it deſcribes annually round the ſun, is recko»-2 at 
540 millions of miles, it muſt travel near 2 million ad half, each 
ay,—— What a force muſt be requiſite, to protrude ſo vaſt a globe: 
ud wheel it on, loaded as it is with huge mountains, and ponde- 
ous rocks, at ſuch a prodigious degree of rapidity. It ſurpaſſes 
5 {MWhuman conception. ow natural, how pertinent, how almoſt - 
teceiſary, after ſuch an obſervation, is the acknowledgment made 
* WW) holy Job! I know that Thov canſt do every thing, and that no 
langt, nv imaginable ſcheme, can be witholden from thee, can lie 
toad thy power to execute, Chap. xlii. 2. 


+ Pfal. xxxii. g. 
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thee to delicions ruin; yet, © hold thee faſt by God,” and ly 
thy help upon him, that is omnipotent T. Thou canſt not be 
involved in ſuch calamitous circumſtances, or expoſed to ſuch 
hw 


+ It is a moſt charming deſcription, as well as a moſt comfortable 
promiſe, which we find in //a. xl. 29, 30, 31»—— HE giveth power 
to the feeble; and to them that have no might at all, He not only 
imparteth, but immcrea/eth firength ; making it to abound, where it 
did not ſo much as exiſt. —- Without this aid of JzHovan, eres 
the rouths, amidſt the very prime of tneir vigor and activity, „5 
become languid in their work, and weary in their courſe. And n. 
veune men, to whoſe reſolution and abilities nothing ſeemed imprac. 
ricable, Mall not only not ſuececd, but utterly fall, and miſcarry in 
their various enterpriſes. Whereas, they that wait upn the 
LORD. and confide in his grace, ſhall preſs on, with a generous 
ardor, from one degree of religious improvement to another. In- 
Head of exhauſting, they all renew their ftrength ; difficulties 
ſhall animate, and toil invigorate them. They ſhall mount up, as 
with ſoaring wings, above all opp: fition; they ſhall be carried 
through every difconrave eat, 2s cag-es cleave the yielding air. 
They ſhall rus, wah ſpeed and alacrity, the way of Gop's com- 
mandments, aud not he weary : They ſhall hold on, f progredientur, 
carpent iter] with conſtancy and perſeverance, in thoſe peaceful 
paths, and not faint ; but arrive at the end of their progreſs, aud 
receive the prize of their high calling. 

To this moſt chearing doctrine, permit me to add its no lefs 
heaut ĩſul and delightful contraſt. Eliphat, ſpeaking of the ene- 
mies of the righteous, fays—— N71] exciſum ſactio nabi. adverſaria. 
—— We ſhould reck+n, our language acquitted itſelf tolerably 
well, if, when depreciating the abilities of an adverſary, it ſhould 
reſent them weak as the ſcorched thread, feeble as the diſſolving 
ſmoke. Por theſe are cold forms of ſpeech. compared with the e- 
joquence of the refit, According to the genius of our Bible, 40 
the poauer that oppoſes the godly, is = mere nothing; or, to ſpeak 
with a mare emphatical air of contempt, @ deftroyed, an extirpated 
nothing Admire this expreſſion, ye that are charmed with 
daring images, and (what 7 calls verhum ardens) a ſpirited and 
glowing diction. — — Remember this declaration, ye that fight the 
good fight of faith. The united force of all your enemies be it e- 
ver ſo formidable to the eye of fleſh, is, before your almighty 
Guardian, ibi nibili/imum, not only nothing, but % than nothing, 
and vanity. Job xxii. 20. 
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jmminent peril; but thy Gor, whom thou ſerveſt, is able to 


He is able to exalt thee, 
deepeſt diſtreſs, to the moſt triumpbant joy; and to 
even 2 complication of evils work together for thy e- 
He is able, not only to accompliſh what T 
8 but to do exceeding abundantly above all 
or A 
hed condition of the wicked, who have thi- 
power for their enemy! Ol the deſperate madne, 
the ungodly, who provoke the Almighty. to jealouſy | — 
creatures ! are you able to contend with your Maker, 
the liſts againſt incenſed Omnipotence ? Can you 
fierceneſs of his wrath, or ſuſtain the vengeance of his 
arm! At his preſence, though awtully ſcrene, the hills 
like wax, and the“ mountains ſkip like frighted lambs.” 
the leaſt intimation of his diſpleaſure, the foundations 
of nature rock, and * the pillars of heaven tremble.” How 
then can a withered leaf endure, when © his lips are full of in- 
dignation, and his tongue as a devouring fire? Or can any 
thing ſcreen a guilty worm, when the great and terrible Go 
ſhall whet his glittering ſavord, and his hand take hold an inexor- 
ade judgment? When that hand, which ſhoots the planets, 
N 2 maſles 


* ts 


* I ſhould, in this place, avoid ſwelling the notes any farther, 
was itzgot to take notice of the inimitable paſſage quoted above, 
and tbe foand Eph. iii. 20.——which, if I do not greatly miſ- 
take, is the moſt complete repreſentation of divine power, that ir 
poſſible for words to frame To do all that our tongue can 
A, is a miracle of might. But we often think more than we can 


-.capreſs, and are actuated with ** groanings unutterable.. Yet, to 


anſwer theſe vaſt defires, is not beyond the accompliſhment of our 
heavenly Father. Nay, to make his gifts and his blefſings 
commenſurate to the large ſtretch of human expectations, is a ſmall 
thing with the Gop of glory. He is able to do above all, that the 
molt enlarged apprehenſion can imagine: yea, to do abundantly 
more, exceeding abundantly more, than the mind itſelf, in the ut- 
moſt exertion of all its faculties, is capable of wi/hing, or knows 
how to conceive, 
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maſſes of exceſſive bulk *, with ſuch ſurpriſing rapidity, through 
the ſky : that hand, which darts the comets to ſuch unmeaſure- 
able diſtances, beyond the orbit of our remoteſt planet, be- 
yond the Purſuit of the ſtrongeſt eye: when THAT HAND 
Fetched out to puniſh, can the munition of rocks, the inter- 
vention of ſeas, or even interpofing worlds, divert the blow ? 
—  —Confider this, ambition ; and bow thy haughty creſt. 
Confider this, diſs5edience ; and bend thy iron finew. O! con- 
ſider this, all ye that forget, or affront, the tremendous Ix- 
HOVAH. Fe can, by a ſingle act of his will, lay the univerſe 
in utter ruin: and can he want power to bring you, in a mo- 
ment, in the twinkling of an eye, to the duſt of death, or to 
the flames of hell? He bas! fay not, ten thouſand light. 
nings to ſcorch you to aſhes; ten thouſand thuaders to cruſh 
you into atoms; but, what is unſpeakably more dreadful 
he has an army of terrors, even in the % of his angry coun- 
tenance. His very frown is worſe than deſtruction. 

I cannot diſmiſs this ſubject, without admiring the patience 
of the bleſſed Gor. Who, though ſo ſtrong and powerful, 
vet * js provoked every day.” ———Surely, as is his majeſty, 
15 is his mercy; his pity altogether commenſurate to his power. 
If I vilify but the name of an earthly monarch; I lofe my li- 
h-rty, and am confined to the dungeon. If I appear in arms, 
and draw the ſword, againſt my national ſovereign ; my life is 
forfeited, and my very blood will ſcarce atone for the crime. 
But thee I have diſhonoured, O! thou King immortal and in- 
vincible ! Againſt thee my breaſt has fomented ſecret 415 - 
tion ; my behaviour has riſen up in oper rebellion; and yet 1 am 
ſpared, yet I am preſerved. Inſtead of being baniſhed from 
thy preſence; I fit at thy table, and am fed from thy * 


One of the planets (Saturn) is ſuppoſed to be more than 90 
times as big, 2s the globe on which we live. According to the 
jame calculation, the largeſt of the planets ( Jupiter) is above 200 
times vaſter, than this vaſt col ection of ſpacious foreſts, towering 
mountains, extenſive continents, and boundleſs oceans. — Such e- 
normo!ns magnitude! winged with ſuch prodigious ſpeed lt 
raiſes aſtoniſhment beyond expreſhon its GOD © terrible: 
ZTajef Job xxxvii. 2 2.—Ho ſhall not fear THEE, O LORD, 


ead glei thy name ? Rev. xv. 4. 
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Inftead of purſuing me with rhunderbolts of vengeance, thy fa- 
wurst furround me on every fide. That arm, that injured 
am, which might juſtly fall, with irretrievable ruin, on a 
traitor's head; is moſt graciouſly ſtretched out, to careſs him, 
with the tendereſt endearments; to cheriſh him, with every 
inftance of parental kindneſs! O!] thou mightieſt, thou 
beſt of beings, how am I pained at my very foul, for ſuch 
ſhameful and odions diſingenuity] Let me always abominate 
myſelf, as the baſeſt of creatures; but adcre that unwearied 
long-ſuffering of thine, which refuſes to be irritated ; hh that 
unremitted goodneſs, which no acts of ingratitude could ſtop, 
or fo much as check, in its gracious current. O!] let this 
ſtubborn heart; which duty could not bin; which threaten- 
ings could not awe; be the captive, the tuilling captive, of ſuch 
triumphant beneficence. 

I have often been ſtruck with wonder at that almighty ſxill, 
which weijghed the mountains in ſcales, and the hills in a ba- 
lance; which proportioned the waters in the hollow of its hand, 
and adjuſted the duſt of the earth * by a meaſure. But how 
much more marvellous is that magnificent economy, which 


Pied 


2 


* Ia. xl. 12. The duſt of the earth, in this ſublime ſcripture, 
fignihes the dry land, or /i part of our globe. Which is placed 
in eontradiſt inction to the whole collection of fuid matter, men- 
tioned in the preceding clauſe. Perhaps, this remarkable ex- 
preſſion may be intended to intimate, not only the extreme nice- 
reſs, which ſtated the dimenſions of the world in general, or in tie 
groſs, bur alſo that particular exadneſt, with which the very fmall- 
eſt materials, that conſtitutes its frame (not excepting «ach ind - 
ndual atom) were calculated and diſpoſed. ——q. d. It is a ſmall 
thing to ſay, no ſuch enormous redundancies, as unneeeffiry 
ridges of mountains, were ſuffered to ſubſiſt. There was not ſo 
much as the leaſt zin of ſand ſuperfluous, or a fingle particle ot 
duſt deficient. As the grand aim of the deſcription is, to cele- 
brate the conſummate aui dum. exemplified in the creation ; and to 
dilglay that perſect proportion, with which every part rallies, coin- 
des, and harmonizes, with the whole; I have taken leave to alter 
the word of our Exgliſh tranſlation comprehend, and iutroduce in its 
lead a term, equally faithful to the H/25rerr, and more fignificative 
ot the prophet's preciſe idea. 
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poiſed the ſtars with inexpreſſible nicety, and meted out the 
heavens with a ſpan! Where all is prodigiouſly vaſt; im- 
menſely various; and yet more than mathematically exact. 
Surely, the wvi/dom of Gop manifeſts itſelf in the ſkies, and 

ſhines, in e lucid orbs. Shines on the contemplative 
mind, with a luſtre incomparably brighter, than that which 
their united ſplendors tranſmit to the eye. 

Behold yonder countleſs multitude of globes; conſider 
their amazing magnitude; regard them as the ſovereigns of ſo 
many ſyſtems, each accompanied with his planetary equipage. 
Upon this ſuppoſition, what a multiplicity of mighty ſpheres, 
muſt be perpetually running their rounds, in the upper regions 
Yet, none miſtake their way, or wander from the goal; 
though they paſs through trackleſs and unbounded fields. 
None #y of from their orbits, into extravagant excurſions; 
none preſs in upon their centre, with too near an approach. 
None interfere with each other in their perennial paſſage ; or 
gntercept the kindly communications of another's influence“. 
But all their rotations proceed in eternal harmony; keeping 
ſuch time, and obſerving ſuch laws, as are moſt exquilitely a 
dapted to the perfection of the whole. 

While I contemplate this “ excellent wiſdom, which made 
the heavens,” and attunes all their motions; how am I abaſhed 
at that mixture of arrogance and folly, which has, at ary 
time, inclined me to murmur at thy di/penſations, O Loy! 
What is this, but a fort of implicit treafon againſt thy ſupre- 
macy; and a tacit denial of thy infinite underſtanding !— 
Haſt thou fo regularly placed ſuch a wonderful divcrtity of 
ſyſtems, through the ſpaces of the univerſe? ——Yidit thou, 
without any probationary effays, without any improving te- 
touches, ſpeak them into the moſt conſummate pertection?— 
Doft thou continually fuperintend all their circumſtances, with 
2 fagacity that never miſtakes the minuteſt tittle of propriety? 
And thall I be fo unaccountably ſtupid, as to queſtion the juþ 
eſs of thy diſcernment, in * chooling my i..ueritance, and fix 

| ng 
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The interception of light, by means of an eclipſe, happens 
very rarely. And then is of ſo ſhort a continuance, as not to be #t 
all inconvenient. Nay, it is attended with ſuch circumſtancer, u 
rerd-r it r2ther uſeful, than prejudicial. 
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ing the bounds of my habitation !”——Not a ſingle erratum, 
in modelling the ſtructure; determining the diſtance “; and 
conducting the career of unnumbered worlds! And ſhall my 
iſh humour preſume to cenſure thy interpoſition, with re- 
to the affairs of oe inconfiderable creature; whofe ſtature, 
in ſuch a comparative view, is leſs than a ſpan; and his pre- 
jent duration, little more than a moment? 
er O! Thou Gop, “ in whole hand my breath is, and whoſe 
ſo are all my ways,” let ſuch ſentiments as now poſſeſs my 
e. WH thoughts, be always lively on my heart! Theſe ſhall compoſe 
„y mind into a cherrful acquieſcence, and a thankfut tubmil- 
s' WI fon; even when afflictions gall the ſenſe, or diſappointments 
l; WH break my ſchemes. Then ſhall I, lire the grateful patri- 
ls. WH arch +, in all the changes of my condition, and even in the 
s WH depths of diſtreſs, erect an allur of adoring reſignation ; and 
h. inſcribe it with the apoſtle's m2, TO GOD onLY WISE. 
or Then, ſhouldſt thou give me leave to be the carver of my own 
fortunes, I would humbly deſire to relinquith the grant, and 
ing recommit the diſpoſal of myſelf to thy unerring beneficence. 
3 i Fully perſuaded, that thy counſels ; though contrary to my fro- 
ward inclinations, or even afflictive to my fleſh; are incompa- 
ade rably more eligible, tan the blind impulſe of my own will, 
ed however ſoothing to animal nature. 
ry On a careleſs inſpection, you perceive no accuracy or uni- 
1D! BY formity in the poſition of the heavenly bodies. They appear 
re- like an ;/luftrious chaos; a promiſcuous heap of ſhining globes; 
— WT neither ranked in order, nor moving by line.——But, what 
oi bn confuſion, ir all regularity. What carries a ſhow of 
10u, | | ; negligence, 
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* The fun in particular (and let this ſerve a a ſpecimen of that 
maſt curious exact neſs, with which the other c:le'tial bodies are 
conſtituted, and all their circumſtances regulated) the ſuu is formed 
of ſuch a determinate magnitude, and placed at ſuch a convenient 
fſtance———** as not to annoy, but only refreſh us, and nouriſh the 
ground with its kindly warmth. If it was /arger, it would ſet the 
cn on fire; if ſiualler, it would leave it frozen If it was nearer 
pens w ve ſhould be ſcorched to death; if farther from us; we ſhould 
de nl det be able to Jive for want of heat 
5 * SracxHouse's Hiſtory of the Bib. 


+ Sce Gen. xii. 7, $. 
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negligence, is really the reſult of the moſt maſterly contri- 
vance. You think, perhaps, they rove in their aereal fligut; 
but they rove by the niceſt rule, and without the leaſt error, 
Their circuits, though ſeemingly devious; their mazes, though 
intricate to our apprehenſions ; are marked out, not indeed 
with golden compaſſes, but by the infinitely more exact deter. 
minations of the all- wiſe Spirit. | 

So, what wears the appeurance of calamity, in the allotment; 
appointed for the godly, has really the nature of a blefling. Ii 
iſſues from fatherly love, and will terminate in the richeſt 
good. It Fo/eph is ſnatched from the embraces of an indul- 
gent parent, and abandoned to flavery in a foreign land; it is 
in order to fave the holy family, from periſhing by famine; 
and to preſerve * the feed, in whom all the nations if the 
earth ſhould be bleſſed. If he falls into the deepeſt diſgrate, 
it is on purpoſe that he may riſe to the higheſt honours. Even 
the confinement of the priſon, by the unſearchable workings 
of Providenaa, opens his wav to the right hand of the throne 
itſelf. Let the moſt afflicted ſervant of IESsus, wait the 
final upſhot of things. He will then diſcover the apparent ex- 
pediency of all thoſe tribulations; which wv, perhaps, he can 
hardly admit, without reluctance; or fuftzr, without ſome 
ſtruggles of diſſatis faction. Then, the guihing tear, and the 
heaving figh, will be turned into tides of gratitude, and hymus 
of holy wonder. | 

In the mean time, let no audacious railer, preſumptuouſly 
impeach the divine procedure ; but, adoring where we cannot 
comprehend, let us expect the evs/ution of the myſterious plan. 
Then, ſhall every eye perceive; that the ſeeming labyrinths of 
Providence, were the moſt direct and compendious way; to et- 
fect his general purpoſes of grace, and to bring about each 
one's particular happineſs 4.— Then, alſo, ſhall it be _ 

/ 

| J 


— 1 


* Ma zes intricate, 


Ecceatric, inter volv'd; yet regular 
Then moſt, when molt irregular they ſeem. Mirr. 
The m::rial world, 
Which, though to 13 it ſeems embroil'd, moves on 
In higher order: f:ted, zud impeli'd 


\ 
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y ſhewn, in the preſence of applauding worlds; why, virtue 
pined in want, while vice rioted in affluence. Why, amiable 
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:nnocence ſo often dragged the dungeon chain, while horrid 
guilt trailed the robe of ſtate. That day of univerſal au- 
dic, that day of univerſal retribution, will not only vindicate but 
magnify, the whole management of heaven. The auguſt ſeſ- 
sons {hall cloſe with this unanimous, this glorious acknow- 
ledgment : Though clouds and darkneſs, impenetrable by any 
human ſcrutiny, were ſometimes round about the ſupreme Con- 
ductor of things; yet rightzonſneſs and judgment were the con- 
fant habitation of his ſeat * ; the invariable ſtandard of all his 
adminiſtrations. Thus (if I may illuſtrate the grandeſt 
truths, by inferior occurrences) while we view the arras, on 
the fide of leaft diſtinction, it is void of any elegant fancy; with- 
out any nice ſtrokes of art; nothing but a confuſed jumble of 
incoherent threads. No ſooner is the piece beheld in its pre- 
fer aſpect, but the ſuſpected rudeneſs vaniſhes, and the moſt 
curious arrangement takes place. We are charmed with de- 
fgns of the fineſt taſte, and figures of the moſt gracetul form. 
All is ſhaped with ſymmetry; all is clad in beauty. 

The g:odne/s of GoD is moſt eminently diſplayed in the 
kies Could we take an underſtanding ſurvey, of whatever 
6 formed by the divine Architect, throughout the whole ex- 
tent of material things; our minds would be tranſported with 
their excellencies, and our tongues echo back that great enco- 
num, they are “good, very good 1. Moſt beautiful + in 
themſelves; contrived by unerring wiſdom, and executed with 


imitable (kill. Moſt 4% + in their functions; exattly fit- 


ting 


By wi/dom's fineſt hand, and iſſuing all 
la gen'ral good. 


— — 


Tnonms. Mint. I. 586, laſt Edit, 
* Pſal. xcvii. 2. þ Gen. i. 31. 

F. This gi of the univerſe, and all its parts, has been 
highly, and very juftly extolled, by the ancient enquirers into 
ature, And was, indeed, an illuſtrious fcene, ſpread before the 
des of the heathen world; wherein to contemplate the goodneſs, 
nd the glories, of the ſupreme Being. It was nobly ſaid, by 
Pagan philoſopher cn this occafion ; Ec; tevie wile ninac Try 
'W Az 6G teig. Trat GOD, on to riiertoct the ayort 
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ing the places they fill, and completely anſwering the pur. 
es, for which they were intended. ——AIl the parts of the 
inanimate creation proclaim, both by their intrinſic and relz. 

tive excellencies, the all-diffufive beneficence of their Maker. 
How much more wonderful are the diſplays of divine indul. 
gence, in the worlds of life ! Becauſe, dead matter is incapa. 
ble of delight; therefore, the gracious Creator has raiſed in. 
numerable ranks of perceptive exiflence. Such as are qualified 
to taſte his bounty, and enjoy each a happineſs ſuited to its ye. 
culiar ſtate. With this view, he furniſhed the regions of inte. 
rior nature, with an order and a ſeries of ſenſitive bcing;, 
The waters teem with ſhoals of finny inhabitants. The (+; 
land ſwarms with animals uf every order. The dwellings of 
the firmament, are occupied by multitudes of winged people. 
Not ſo much as a green leaf, philoſophers ſay, but lodges, and 
accommodates, its puny animalcule tenants “. And where. 
tore 


— 


1 


of creation, transformed himſelf into leve. But he need not Van. 
form himſelf into this amiable principle; for God if love.” 4; 
was much more nobly faid by one, whom that þ5i/>/2p4er would 
have termed a Barbarian. 1 John iv. 8. 

A very celebrated poet, in a beautiful paragraph on this ſab- 
ject, informs his readers, that all nature ſwarms with life. In {vb- 
terrancan cells, the earth*heaves with vital motian. Even the hard 

ſtone, in the very inmoſt receſſes of its impenetrable citadel, holds 
multitudes of animated inhabitants. The pulp of mellow fruit, and 
all the productions of the orchard, feed the invilible nations, 
Each /iquid, whether of acid taſte, or milder 1elith, abounds with 
various forms of a fenſitive exiſtence, Nor is the pure Aream, or 
tranſparent air, without their colonies of unſcen people. ——1ii Wt © 
which conſtitution of things, we have a wonderful inttance, not 
only of the divine goodneſs to thoſe minute beings, in giving then 


= - —— 9wf as ow am 


a capacity for animal gratifications ; but of his tender care for mau- WF fr 
kind, in making them 7perceptizle to our ſeuſes. en 
Theſe, conceal'd bi, 

By the kind art of forming heav'n, c ſcape be 
The groſſer eye of man: For, if the worlds ext 

In worlds inclos'd ſhould on his ſenſes burſt ; of 
From cates ambrofial, and the nectar'd how], thi 
He'd turn abhorrent; and, in dead of night, kir 
When ſilence ſleeps ofer all, be ſtunn'd with noiſe. 4. 


Tyexzos' Sum" 


— 
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dee this diverſity, this on of living creatures; flying 
de air, treading the ground, and gliding through the paths 
sc the ſea? For this moſt glorious reafon—That the eternal 
Sovereign may exerciſe his ſuperabundant goodneſs ; that his 
table may be furniſhed, with millions and millions of gueſts ; 
that he may fill, every hour, every moment, their mouths 
with food, or their hearts with gladneſs. 

But, what a ſmall theatre are three or four cements, for the 
operations of JEHovan's bounty! His magnificent liberality, 
ſcorns ſuch ſcanty limits. If you aſk, wherefore has he crea- 
ted all worlds, and repleniſhed them with an unknown multi- 
plicity of beings; riſing, one above another, in an endleſs gra- 
dation of ſtill richer endowments, and ſtill nobler capacities ? 
The anſwer is For the manifeſtation of his own glory, and 
eſpecially for the communication of his inexhauſtible benefi- 
cence *— The great Creator could propoſe no advantage to 
himſelf. His bliſs is incapable of any addition. “ Before the 
mountains were brought forth, or ever the earth and the world 
were made,” he was fupremely happy, in his own independent 
and all- jufficient ſelf. His grand deſign therefore, in erecting 
„bo many ftatcly fabrics; and peopling them with ſo many 

tribes cf inhabitants; was, to transfiu/e his exuberant kindneſs, 
+, WH and impart felicity in all its forms. Ten thouſand worlds, 
b. ſtocked with ten thouſand times ten thouſand ranks, of fen- 
u Ml fitive and intelligent exiſtence, are ſo many ſpacious gardens; 
des which, with rivers of communicated joy, this ever-flowing 
and WW fountain waters continually. 
M3, O 2 Boundleſs, 


An = ” 


hem A ſacred writer, confidering this delightful ſubject, and con- 
n21- ¶ fining his obſervation, within the narrow limits of his own country; 
cries out with a mixture of amazement and gratitude ; How great is 
vis goodneſs, and how great is his beauty! Who then can for- 


bear being loſt in wonder, and tranſported with delight, when he 
extends his ſurvey, to thoſe infinitely more copious communications 
of divine bounty; which, like ſalutary and refreſhing ſtreams, run 
through all worlds; and make, not only the /iztle alleys of a ſingle 


tingdom, but the immenſity of creation /augh and ing? Zech. 
417. 
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Boundleſs f, and (which raiſes our idea of this divine prin. 
ciple, to the very higheſt degree of perfection) diſintereſted + 
munificence! How inexpreſſibly amiable is the bleſſed Go p, con- 
fidered in this charming light! Is it poſſible to conceive any 
excellence, fo adorable and lovely; as infinite benevolence 
guided by unerring wiſdom, and exerting almighty power, ſh 
ſe to make a whole univerſe happy ?!>—O my fon, 
what an irreſiſtible attractive is here! What a moſt worthy ob. 
ject, for thy moſt fervent affeftion! Shall now every glittering 
toy, become a rival to this tranſcendently beneficent Being, 
and rob him of thy heart ? No. Let his all-creating arn 
teach thee, to truſt in the fulneſs of his ſufficiency: Let his all. 
ſuperintending eye incline thee, to acquieſce in the diſpenſs 
tions of his providence : And let his bounty; fo freely 
vouchſafed ; to amply diffuſed; induce thee to love him, with 
all the ardor of a grateful and admiring foul : induce thee to 
ferve him, not with a joyleſs awe, or ſlaviſh dread, but with un- 
feigned alacrity, and a delighttul complacency. 
f the goodneſs of God is ſo admirably ſeen, in the works 
of nature, and the favours of providence; with what a noble 
ſuperiority, does it even triumph, in the myſtery of redemption *! 


Redemption, 


+ + In this ſenſe, There is none good, but one, tha! is CID. 
None univerſally and eſſentially good. None, whoſe goodneſs es- 
tends itſelf, in an infinite variety of bleſſings, to every capable ob- 
ject; or, who always diſpenſes his favours, from the /e principle 
of free and dilintereſted benevolence. 


Ia this, and in other parts of the Contemplations, the reader 
will obſerve; that the attributes of the Deity are repreſented, a 
ſhining, with mere diſtinguiſhed luftre, in the wonders of reden, 
tion, than in the works of creation. If ſuch remarks ſhould feem ts 
be unprecedented, or to ſtand in need of a vindication; permit m 
to ſubjoin the ſentiment of a great critic, equally „er ſed in 10 
thoſe ſublime theories. « 1n a perfect orator, he ſays, Tul 
requires ſome {kill in the nature of heavenly bodies; becauſe bi 
mind will become more extenſive and unconfined ; and, when he 
deſcends to treat of human affairs, he will both think and write 1! 
a more exalted and magnificent manner. For the ſame reaſon that 
excellent maſter would have recommended the fiudy of thoſe greit 


and glorious myflerics, which rerelatian has diſcovered to — 
9. 
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Redemption, is the brighteſt mirror, in which to contemplate 
this moſt lovely attribute of the Deity. Other gifts, are only 
25 mites, from the divine treaſury; but redemption opens, I 
had almoſt faid exhauſts, all the fores of indulgence and grace. 
Herein, * GoD commendeth his love :“ not only manifeſts, 
but ſets it off, as it were, with every bright and grand embel- 
liſhment : manifeſts it in ſo ſtupendous a manner, that it is be- 
yond parallel; beyond thought; „above all bleſſing and 
praiſe.” ——Was he not thy Son, everlaſting Cop, thy o/ 
Son; the Son of thy boſom from eternal ages; the higheit 
object of thy complacential delight? Was not thy love to this 
adorable Son, incomparably greater than the tendereſt atFec- 
tion of any, or the united affections of a/, mortal parents? 
Was not the bleſſed Jes us more illuſtrious in excellency, than 
all angels; more exalted in dignity, than all heavens? Yet 
didſt thou reſign Him, for poor mortals; for vile finners!— 
Couldſt thou ſee him deſcend, from his royal throne ; and take 
up his abode, in the ſordid fab/e? See him forego the Vumage 
of the ſeraphim; and ſtand expoſed to the reproachful indigni- 
ties, of an infolent rabble? See him arraigned at the bar, and 
ſentenced to death; numbered with malefaCtors, and nailed to 
the gibbet; bathed in his own innocent blood, and pouring 
out his ſoul in agonies of forrow ?!——Could the Father, the 
Father himſelf, with unknown philanthropy *, ſay ? „It thall, 
it ſhall, be ſo! My pity to rebellious man pleads, and prevails. 
Awake, therefore, O iword t, edged with divine wrath. A- 
wake; and be theathed in that immaculate breaſt; pierce that 
dearly beloved heart. I am content, that my Son endure the 
ſharpneſs of death, rather than ſinful mortals periſh for ever.“ 
—Jncomprehenſible love ! May it henceforward, be the tavour- 
ite ſubject of my meditation; more delighttul to my muſing 
mind, than applauſe to the ambitious ear! May it he the darling 


theme 


which the ncbleſt parts of this ſyPem of (fe ,] are as much inſe- 
Tir, as the creature ts leſs excellent than: de Creator,” Spect. Vol. 


VIII. No. 634. 
+ Rom. v. 5. 
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theme of my di/courſe; ſweeter to my tongue, than the drop. 
pings of the honey-comb to my taſte! May it be my choiceſt 
comfort, through all the changes of lite; and my reviving cr. 
dial, even in the laſt extremities of diflolution itſelf! 

A prophet contemplating, with a diftant ſurvey, this unex- 
ampled inſtance of Almighty love, is wrapt into a tranſport of 
devotion. At a loſs for proper acknowledgments, he calls up- 
on the whole univerſe to aid his labouring breaſt, and ſupply 
his lack of praiſe. Sing melodiouſſy, ye vaulted heavens ; exult, 
and even leap for gladneſs, thu cumberous earth; ye mountains, 
break your long filence, and burt into peals of loude/t acc a- 
mation: f:r the Lox D, by this precious gift, and this great 
falvation, hath cumforted his people. A facred hift:;1an hath 
left it upon record ; that, at the firſt exhibition of this raviſh- 
ing ſcene, there was with the angel, who brought the bleffed 
tidings, a multitude of the heavenly hoſt; praiſing Gov, and 
making the concave of the ſkies reſound with their hallely- 
Jabs. At the dawn of the Sun of righteouſneſs, when he was 
beginning to rife with healing in his wings, the morning far: 
ſang together, and ail the {us of GOD ſhouted for joy. 
And ſhall nan, whom this gracious difpentation principally re- 
ipects; ſhall mu, who is the centre of all theſe gladdening 
rays; {hall he have no heart to adore, no anthem to celebrate, 
this | 

Love without end, and with;ut meaſure grace ? MIL r. 


How pure is the ſtate ot the ſky, and how clear its aſpect 
Clearer than the limpid ſtream; purer than the tranſparent 


chryſtal; 

® Tfa. xlix. 13--—- I have nat adhered to our common tranfla- 
tion, but endeavourcd to preſerve, ſomewhat more faithfully, Ly 
e 


noble pathos, aud inimitable exergy, of the ſacred original. 
love of Gur, manifeſted in a divine ard dying Saviour, is a blefſin; 
of ſuch incoaccivable richneſs ; as mutt render all acknowledgments 
fat, and all cacomiums /anguid. Yet, | think, the moſt poetical 
and m ft emphatical celebration of that unfpeakable inſtance ot 
good G. is contained in this rapturous exclamation of the prophet. 
JVh'c 1 intimates. with a wonderful majeſty of ſentiment, that even 
the whnzle comply of the i14nimate creation ; could it be ſcuſible of 
the benefit, aud capable If delight would expreſs its gratitus.', 
in all i}:c{. Comoalltiations of the welt Lively and exuberaut joy. 
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; and more curiouſly fine, than the poliſhed mirror. 
That fately cieling ; fretted with gold, and ſtretched to an ex- 
tent of many millions of leagues; is not disfigured with a ſingle 
flaw. That azure canopy; embroidered with ftars, and ſpaci- 
ous enough to form a covering for unnumbered worlds; is 
without the leaft ſpot or wrinkle. Yet this, even this, 
will ſcarce yield us, ſo much as a faint repreſentation of the 
divine purity. Gon, is a Gob of matchleſs and tranſcendent 
excellency. His ways are uprightneſs itſelf. His counſels 
and words are the very ſanctity of wiſdom and of truth. The 
laws, which he has given to univerſal nature; are exquiſitely 
contrived, and beyond all poſſibility of improvement. The 
jrecepts, which he has appointed for the human race; are a 
complete ſummary, ot all that is honourable in itſelf, and per- 
feftive of the rational mind. Not the leaſt overfeght, in 
planning a ſeries of events for all futurity. Not the leaſt mal- 
alminiltration, in managing the affairs of every age, ſince 
time began; and of every nation under the whole heavens.— 
Pardon theſe diſparaging expreſſions. A negative perfection is 
far, far beneath thy dignity, O Thou moi higheſt *. In all 
| thete 


* 0 Dea maſt higheſt. —— This expreſſion occurs more than once, 
in the pſalms uſed by the eſtabliſhed church. It is, I think, one 
of thoſe beauties ; which, becauſe often exhibited, generally eſcape 
our notice. It is a ſuperlative formed on a ſuperlative; and, though 
not ſtrictly conformable to grammatical rules, is nobly ſupe rior to 
them all. The language ſcems to be ſenfible of its own deficien- 
ey; when the incompichenfible Je xovan is addrefled, or celebra- 
ted. Oppreſled, as it were with the glories of the ſubject, ir la- 
Hurs after 2 more emphatical manner of dition, than the ordinary 
ſurms of ſpeech afford. It is, if I rightly judge, one of thoſe 
daring and happy peculiarities of a maſterly genius, which Mr. 
Pors fo finely # op and, while he deſcribes, exemplities : 


Great wits ſometimes may gloricu/ly offend, 
And r to faults true critics dare aot mend; 
From vulgar bounds with brave diſorder part, 
And ſnatch a grace beyond the reach of art. 
Eſay . Criticiſm, 
St, Paul's —C 4; „ Ver To! wiwv is a beautiful paſ- 
lige of the like natarc. Which our tranſlators have very properly 
rendered, 
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theſe inſtunces; i: all thy acte, and all thy attributes; thou 
art not on aoly, but © glorious in holineſs.” 

So inconceivably holy is the Lox D Gop of hoſts, that he 
ſees defilement even in the brightneſs of the firmament. The 
living ſapphire of the heavens, before his majeſty, loſes it; 
laſtre. Tea, the ſtars (though the moſt pure and reſplendent 
part of the heavens) are not pure in his fight. How much le; 
man, who, in his fallen and depraved ſtate, is but as a warm, 
that crawls in the corrupted carcaſe; and the Son of man, vb, 
by reaſon of his manifold actual impurities, is too juſtly con- 
pared to an inſef, that wallows amidſt ſtench and putrefic- 
tion *?-——Is there not then abundant cauſe, for the moſt ir. 

reproachable 


— 


rendered, lefs than the leaſt of all ſaints, — His DNN Va) 
eure 18 another inſtance of the ſame kind. But here the Eugliſh 
verſion fails. Far better is extremely flaccid, compared with the 
nervous original. And | greatly queſtion, whether it is poſlivle ta 
tranſlate the ſentence, with equal coaciſeneſs, and with equal ſpitit. 
See Eph. iii. 8. Phil i. 23. 

Jeb xxv. 5, 6. | ſubmit it to the judgment of the learncd, 
whether this ĩs not the true meaning of the text. It may not, 
perhaps, recommend itſelf to the /qucamiſhly nice critic; or to thole 

who dream of, I know not what, dignity iu our fallen na- 
ture. But it ſeems, in preference to <©cry other interpretation, 
ſuitable to the ſacred context; and is far, far from being injuriou 
to the character of that apoſtate race, which is © altogether become 
abominable,“ and is as an uuclean thing.” — — On this ſuppo- 
ſition, there is not ouly an apparent, but a very ſtriking courraſt, 
b:tween the purity of God, and the pollution of man. The purity 
of the moſt bigh Gop, which outthines the moon, and ecliplcs the 
itars ; the pollution of degencrate man, which, excluſive of a Savi- 
our, would tender him as loathſome to the all- ſeeing eye, as the 
vileſt vermia are ia ours. — Without aſũgniug this ſenſe to the pat - 
ſage, I cannot diſce ru the force of the an tithefts, nor indeed the 
propriety of the ſcutiment. Worms, in the general, give us an idea 
of meanneſs and inrmity; not of defilement and impurity. Unleis 
they are inſects, Latched amidſt putre faction, aud confidered in 
ſuch notlome ci:cunttancs.— — The two words of the original, are 
cvidentiy uſed in this fignilicatiun, by Moſes and {/aiah. By the 
former, to denote the vermin, which devoured the putrefied main, 
by the latter, to exprcbs the reptiles, which ſwarm in the beds t. 
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THE STARRY HEAVENS. 113 
and eminent of mankind, to renuunce all arro- 
pant pretenſions; to lay afide every amuſing air; to take no- 
thing but ame and confuſion to themſelves? A holy prophet, 
and a holy prince, felt fuch humbling impreſſions, from a 

the uncreated purity. I abhor myſelf in duſt and 
iber +, was the declaration of the one: I am a man of unclean 
lips t, the confeſſion of the other. —Should not this teach 


us all to adore the divine mercies, for that precious purifying | 
the 


jmuntain * ; which was foretold from the foundation o 
world ; but was opened at that awful juncture, when knotty 
whips tore the fleſh; when ragged thorns mangled the 


temples; when ſharpened nails cut freſh fluices for the crim- 


ſon current; when the gaſh of the ſpear completed the dread- 
ful work, and forthwith flowed there, from the wounded heart, 
bhed and water? | | 

Eſpecially, fince Gop himſelf ſaw no blemiſh in his dear 
Son. He looketh to the moon, and it ſbineth not: yet his all-pene- 
trating and jealous eye, diſcerned nothing amiſs, nothing de- 
ſeftive, in our glorious Redeemer. Nothing amiſs ? He bore 
this moſt illuſtrious teſtimony, concerning his holy child Je - 
zus: „ In him I am pleaſed: I am well-pleaſed; 1 acquieſce, 
vith intire complacency, and with the higheſt delight, in his 
perſon; his undertaking; and the whole execution of his of- 
”——How ſhould this thought enliven our hopes; white 
the other, .nortifies our pride ? Should not our hearts ſpring 
vithin us, and even leap for joy; at the repeated aſſurance 
given us by revelation, that ſuch a divinely excellent perſon is 
our Mediator? What apparent reaſon has every believer, to 
adopt the bleſſed virgin's exclamation! « My foul doth magnify 
the LORD for his tranſcendent mercy ; and my ſpirit rejoices, 
not in wide extended harveſts, waving over my fertile glebe 5; 
not in armies vanquiſhed, and leaving the peculiar treaſure of 
nations for my ſpoil { ; but in an infinitely richer, nobler bleſſing, 
even 


— 


* 
1 59 * 


A. r 


+ Job xlii. 6. t Ifa. vi. 5. 
In that day there ſhall be a fountain, opened ts the houſe of Da- 
nd, and. to the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, for fin and unaleanneſi. 
XIIt. 1. : 
re inſpired penman, from theſe two occaſions of diſtin- 


guſhed joy, fets forth the incomparably greater delight, which a- 
Vor. II. + Koda be” 
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even in GOD my Saviour. That a perſon ſo ſublime and 
perfect, has vouchſafed to become my furety : to give himſelf 
for my ranſom, in the world below; and act as my advocate 
in the royal preſence above: yea, to make my recovery, the re. 
ward of his ſufferings; my final felicity, the honour of his 
mediatorial kingdom! | 
When an innumerable multitude + of bodies, many of them 
more than a hundred thouſand miles in diameter 4, are ſet all 
in motion: when the orbits, in which they perform their pe. 
riodical revolutions, are extended at the rate of ſeveral hun. 
dreds of millions :——when each has a diſtin? and ſeparate 
ſphere, for finiſhing his vaſt circuit: when no one knoy;, 
what it is to be cramped ; but each moſt freely expatiates, in his 
unbounded career: when every one is placed, at ſuch an 
immenſe remove from each other, that they appear to their re. 
ſpective inhabitants, only as ſo many ſpots of light :——Hoy 
aſtoniſhing muſt be the expanſe, which yielilt room for all thoſe 
mighty globes, and their widely diffuſed operations? To what 
prodigious lengths, did the Almighty builder ſtretch his line, 
when he marked out the ſtupendous platform ? I wonder 
at ſuch an immeaſurable extent. My very thoughts are loſt, 
in this abyſs of ſpace. But, be it known to mortals; be it 
never forgot by ſinners; that, in all its moſt ſurpriſing am- 
plitude, it is ſmell, it is ſcanty, compared with the bounty and 
the mercy of its Maker. 
His beunty is abſolutely without limits“, and without end. 
The moſt laviſh generoſity cannot exhauſt, or even diminilh, 
| | his 


riſes from the gift of a Saviour, and the bleſſing of redemption, 
1/a. ix. ver. 3. compared with ver. 6, 

+ This refers, not only to the planets which paſs and repals 2. 
bout our ſun, but alſo to the other planetary worlds, which are ſup- 
poſed to attend the ſeveral nxed ſtars. 

t The diameter of Jupiter is e leulated at 130,650 miles, white 
his orbit is reckoned to conſiſt of $95,134,000. Which com; uti- 
tion, according to the maxims of aſtronomy, and the laws of pro- 

ortion, may, as is taken for granted ia the ontemplations, be ap- 
plied to 27h planets, revolving round ether ſuns. 

* By bounty, I mean, not the actual exerciſe, or the ſenſibl el 
fects, of this cxcelleney ia the Deity. Theſe are, and al vays mull 
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bis munificence. O! all ye tribes of men; or rather, all ye 
andes of intelligent creatures; ye are not ſtraitened in the 
kiberality of your ever- bleſſed Creator; be not ſtraitened in 
wor own expefations. Open your mouth wide, and he ſhall 
. I fill it,” with copious and continual draughts from the cup of 
Your Gop, on whom is your whole dependence, is 
more than able; is more than willing; to “ ſupply all your 
need, according to his riches in glory. When the Loxp 
je nova is the giver, and his grace“ the gift; let your 
wiſhes be unbounded, and your cravings inſatiable. All that 
created beings can poſſibly covet, is but a very {mall pittance of 
that unknown happineſs, which the everlaſting Benefactor is 
ready to hee Suppoſe every charitable diſpoſition, which 
warms the hearts of the human race, added to thoſe more en- | 
arged affections, which glow in heavenly boſoms; what were bi 
they all, even in their higheſt exerciſe, compared with the be- Þ 
nignity of the divine nature |!——Bleſs me then, thou eternal 3 1 
Source of love; bleſs all that reverence thy holy name; ac- f 
cording to thy own moſt profuſe goodneſs. Whoſe great pre- 
rogative it is, to diſdain all meaſure. O bieſs us, in propor- | 
tion to thy grace; the richneſs of which (unutterable by the ' 


9 


NIN 


tongues of men, and of angels) was once /poken in the groans, | 
and written in the wounds, of thy expiring Son ! | 
F'Y - Spacious a 
1 88 2 e Rn . 


le, through the immenſe perfection of the attribute, and the neceſ- 
as fary ſcantineſs of the recipient, bounded But, I would be under- 
od, as ſpeaking of the divine power, and the divine will, to ex- 
ert divine beneficence. Theſe can have no real, no imaginable li- | 
mits. Theſe, after a profuſion of bleſſings, diftributed to unnum- 45 
bered worlds, continued through unnumbered ages, muſt „ill have 
more to beftow ; for ever have more to beſtow; infinitely more to 
"2" Wl beſtow, than it is poſſible for creation itſelf to receive. 


"te ® 2 Cor. ix. 8. GOD is able to make all grace abound toward; 
ta- ¶ you, that ye, always having all- ſufficiency in all things, may abound #2 
ro · ¶ every good work. — How beantiful, and emphatical, is thisdeſcription! 
ap- laferior to nothing, but that extent of ability, and thoſe riches of 

liberality, which it ſo eloquently celebrates. Does it not ex 
ef. all the powers of language; while it attempts to give us a ſpecim?;, 
ul et the munificence of rhe Lob? 
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ious indeed are theſe heavens | Where do they begin! 
Where do they end? What is their extent? Can angels an. 
ſwer my queſtion? Have angels travelled the vaſt circuit ? 
Can angels meaſure the bounds of ſpace ? No; it is bound. 
leſs, it is unknown, it is amazing all ——How charming 


bute ; and, while I admire the trophies 
add one to the number. With what amiable and affecting 
colours, is this repreſented in the parable of the prodignl! 
What could induce that fooliſh youth, to forſake his father's 
houſe? Had he not been tenderly cheriſhed by the good pa- 
rent; and loaded with benefits, from his indulgent hand? 
Were not the reſtraints of parental government, an eaſy yoke? 
or rather, 2 preſervative from ruin Notwithſtanding every 
| ing obligation, he revolts from his duty; and launches 
into ſuch ſ ous irregularities, as were diſhonourable to his 
family, and deſtructive to himſelt. When neceſſity, not 
choice, but ſharp drove him ta a ſubmiſſive return; 
does the injured fatter ftand aloof, or ſhut his doors? Quite 
the reverſe. He eſpies him, while he is yet a great way :f; 
and, the moment he beholds the profligate. youth, he has com- 
on bim. His bowels yearn; they ©« ſound like an harp,” 
touched with notes divinely ſoft. He never once thinks of his 
ungracious departure, and infamous debaucheries. Pity, pa- 
rental pity, paſſes an act of oblivion; and, in one _ 


— 
—_— 


Once more, refers to page 87 of Refleftions on 4 Flower: Gar- 
den. The following pages, to the 120th, exhibit a digre/ive view 
of the divine mercy. I thought it proper to appriſe my reader of 
this excurſion ; though, I hope, it will be needleſs to offer an apo- 
logy, for enlarging upon a theme incomparably joyous, Who can 
complain of tediouſne/s, while | ſpeak conſolation to diftrefſed, and 
recovery to ruined creatures ? The divine mercy is the ſole fountain 
of all our preſent and future bleſſings. In conformity to this be- 
nign attribute, human hopes ariſe, and human felieity flows. Who, 
therefore, can be weary of viewing and reviewing; when the 


engths and breadths of forgiving grace, are the raviſhing proſpeR ? 
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cancels 2 ſeries of i provocations. 80 
are the workings of erly affection; that he is almoſt im- 
patient to embrace the naked and deſtitute wretch. The ſon's 
pace is flow, he aroſe and came; the father's is ſwift, he ſprung 
forth (aged as he was) and ran. And is there a ſingle frown 
in his brow, or one upbraiding word on his tongue? In- 
ſtead of loathing the ſordid creature, or reproaching him for 
his odious exceſſes; he falls on his neck, claſps him in his arms, 
and hugs him to his boſom. Inſtead of diſowning the riotous 
ſpendthrift, or rejecting him for his undutiful behaviour; he 
receives and welcomes him with k:/es of delight. He rejoices, 
at his return from extravagance and vice; as he formerly re- 
joiced, on the day of his nativity. When this companion of 
harlots opens his mouth, „ before he ſpeaks, the father hears.” | 
He interrupts him, in the midſt of his intended ſpeech. The [ 
overflowings of his compaſſionate heart can brook no delay. 1 
He ſeems to be wneaſy himſelf, till he has made the afflicted 4 
peniterit glad, with the aſſurance of his acceptance, and the 
choiceſt of his favours, While the poor abaſhed offender 
ſeeks nothing more than to be abhorred ; he is thoroughly re- | 
tonciled, and honoured before the whole family. While he j 
no other indulgence, than only be treated as the 
meaneſt ſervant; he is cloathed with the beſt robe; he is feaſted 
with the fatted calf; he is careſſed as the deareſt of children. 
Was there ever fo bright and winning a picture, of the 
tendereſt mercy; moſt freely vouchſafed, even to the moſt un- 
vorthy of creatures? Yet thus, my foul; and thus, my 
fellow-finner ; will the Lox D Go of everlaſting compaſſions 
receive us; if, ſenfible of our miſery, and thirſting for falva- 
tion, we turn to him through IESUS CHRIS r. 
Where fin has abounded, ſays the proclamation from the — | 
court of heaven, grace dsth much more abound. — Manafſeh was 
a monſter of barbarity; for he cauſed his own children to 
paſs through the fire, and filled Jeruſalem with innocent blood. 
Manaſſeb was an adept in iniquity; for he not only multiplie«, 
and to an extravagant degree, his own facrilegious impieties z 
dut he poiſoned the principles, and perverted the manners of 
his ſubjects, making them to do worſe than the moſt deteſtable of 
the Beathen idolaters *. Yet, through this ſuperabundant 
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grace, he is humbled; he is reformed z and becrmes a child 
ot forgiving love, an heir of immortal glory.—Bch-!-i that 
bitter and bloody perfecutor Saul; when, breathing out 
threatnings *, and bent upon ſlaughter, he worried the lambs, 
and put to death the diſciples of JesUs. Who, upon the 
principles of human judgment, would not have pronounced 
him a veſiel of wrath, deſtined to unavoidable damnation ? 
Nay, would not have been ready to conclude ; that, if there 
were heavier chains, and a deeper dungeon, in the world of 
wot; they muſt ſurely be reterved, for ſuch an implacable e- 
nemy oi true godlineſs? Yet, (admire, and adore, the inex- 
hauſtible tre:'nrus of grace!) this Saul, is admitted into the 
goodly fellowſhip of the prophets; is numbered with the 
noble army of martyrs; and make a diſtinguiſhed figure a- 
mong the glorious company of the apoſtles. — The Cerinthians, 
were flagitious even to a proverb. Some of them wallowed 
in ſuch abominable vices, and habituated themſelves to tuch 
outrageous acts of injuſtice, as were a reproach to human na- 
ture. Yet, even theſe ſons of violence, and flaves of ſenſuality, 
« were wathed; were ſanctified; were juſtified j.” JW ſhed, 


in 


— — 


AA ix. 1. Sava; di epriiev axiing xos Pers Saul yet brealbe- 
ing out il reatning and ſlaugbter. What a repreſentation is here 
of a mind, mad with rage, and abandoned to the fierce ſt extremes of 
barbarity! 1 ſcarce know, whether | am more ſhocked at the per- 
ſ.cutor's ſavage diſpoſition, or charmed with the evangelift's lively 
deſcription. The adverb d ſeems referable to chap. viii ver 3. 
and has, in this connexion, 2 peculiar force, The havoc he had 
committed, the inoffenſive families he had already ruined, were not 
ſ.ficient to aſſuage his vengeful ſpirit. They were only a faſte; 
which, ivſtead of glutting the blood-hound, made him more clolcly 

arſue the tract, and wore cagerly pant for deſtruction. He is 
{till athirft for violeuce and murder. So eager and inſatiable ig 
his thüſt, that he even breathes out threatning and laughter. 
His words are ſpears and arrows, aud his tongue a ſharp ſword. 
Tr is as natural for him to menace the Chriſtians, as to breath* the 
2ir. — Nay, they bled every hour, every moment, in the purpoſes 
of his rancorous heart. It is ny owing to want of power, that 
every ſyllable he uttcrs, every breath he diavs, does not deal a- 
deut deaths, and cauſe ſome of the innoctut diſciples to fall. 
t Cer. vi. 9, 10, 11. 
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in the precious blood of a dying Redeemer ; /an;feed, by the 
powerful operations of the bleſſed Spirit; /:/tified, through 
the infinitely tender mercies of a gracious Gon. Thoſe, who 
were once the burden of the earth, are now the joy of heaven, 
and the delight of angels. 

There is another inſtance in Scripture, which moſt loudly 
publiſhes that ſweeteſt of the divine names, The LORD, the 
LORD GOD, merciful and gracias, long ſuffering, and abun- 
dant in gordneſs and truth ; keeping mercy for thouſands, for- 
giving iniquity, tranſgre/jion, and fin *. An inſtance this, 
which exceeds all the former; which exceeds whatever can 
be imagined; which if I was to forget, the very ſtones might 
cry out, and found it in my ears. I mean the cafe of thoſe 
finners, who murdercd the Prince of peace, and LoRD of 
glory.—Thele men, could ſcarce have the ſhadow of an ex- 
cuſe for their crime; hardly a circumſtance, to extenuate 
their guilt. They were well acquainted with his exemplary 
converſation ; they had often heard his heavenly doctrines ; 
they were almoſt daily ſpectators of his unequalled miracles. 
They therefore had all poſſible reaſon to honour him as the 
moſt illuſtrious of beings; and to receive his goſpel, as the 
moſt ineſtimable of bleſſings. Yet, notwithſtanding all theſe 
engaging motives to love him, even above their own lives; 
they ſeize his perſon ; aſperſe his character; drag him before 
a heathen tribunal; and extort a ſentence of death, againft 
innocence and holineſs itfelf. Never was the vile fave, fo 
contumelioufly abuſed z nor the moſt execrable malefactar, fo 
barbarouſly executed. The ſun was confounded at the ſhock- 
ing ſcene; and one cannot but wonder, how the avenging 
lghtnings could with-hold their flaſhes The earth trembled 
at the horrid deed ; and why, why did it not cleave aſunder, 
and open a paſſage, for ſuch blood-thirſty miſcreants, into 
the nethermoſt hell? Shall e ever hope to obtain forgive- 
nefs, from the righteous judge? Shall not the/e be configned 
over to inexorable wrath, and the ſevereſt torments ?—— 
O the miraculous effects of divine grace! O the triumphant 
goodneſs of God our Saviour! Many, even of th impious 
wretches, at the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, were — 
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of their miſerable ſtate; were wounded with penitential re. 
morſe ; fled to the ſanctuary of the crofs ; had their pardon 
ratified by the baptiſmal ſeal; and, continuing in the apoſtles 
doctrine, were made partakers of the kingdom of heaven, 
Where they now ſhine, as ſo many everlaſting monuments of 
moſt diſtinguiſhed mercy; and receive beatitude paſt utterance, 
from that very Redeemer, whom once © with wicked hands 


e they crucified and flew.” 


Well might the prophet cry out, with a pleafing amaze. 
ment; Who is a Gop like unto thee, that pardoneth 
« iniquity, and paſſeth by tranſgreſſion“!“ Let all fleſh 
know affuredly z let all fleſh rejoice greatly; that with the 
Lonxp there is fuch mercy, and with his CHRIST fuch plentiful 
redemption. —And O] for the voice of an arch-angel, to cir. 
culate the glad-tidings through the univerſe: That the 
American ſavage, as well as the European ſage, may learn the 
exceeding riches of grace in Chriſt. Through whoſe infinitely 
ſatisfying propitiation, all manner of fin, barbarity, and blaſ- 
phemy, are freely forgiven unto men. 

What a grand, and majeſtic dome, is the ſky ? Where are 
the pillars, which ſupport the ſtateiy concave ? What art, 
moſt exactly true, balanced the preſſure? What props, of 


inſuperable ſtrength, ſuſtains the weight? How is that im- 


meaſurable arch upheld, unſhaken arid unimpaired; while fo 
many generations of buſy mortals have ſunk and difappcared, 
as bubbles upon the ſtream ? If thoſe ftars are of ich an 
amazing bulk; how are they alſo faſtened, in their lofty ſitua- 
tion ? By what miracle in mechanics, are ſo many thouſands 
of us orbs, kept from falling upon our heads ; kept 
from daſhing, both the world to pieces, and its inhabitants 
to death? Are they hung in golden, or adamantine chains? 
Reſt they their enormous load, on rocks of marble, or columns 
of braſs? No; they are pendulous in fluid æther. Yet, are 
more immoveably fxeq, than if the everlaſting mountains lent 
their foreſts, for an axle-tree z or their ridges, for a baſis. 
The Almighty architect fretches out the north, and its whole 
ſtarry train, over the empty place. He hangs the earth, and all 
the æthereal globes, pon nothing f. Yet are their foundations 


laid fo ſure, that they can © never be moved at any _ 
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+ With regard to the final perſeverance of the true believer ; 
1 am ſenſible, _— y_ is not a little eontroverted. The 
ſentiments, which z are y Redfaſt belief. It is by no means 
proper, in a work of this nature, to enter upon a diſcuffion of the 
ſubjet. Neither have I room, ſo much as to hint, what might be 
urged for its ſupport. Let my reader obſerve, that I am far 
from delivering it, as eſſentiul to Chriſtianity, or neceſſary to ſal- 
vation. Millions of the very contrary conviction, are, I doubt not, 
high in the favour of Gop ; and in a growing meetneſs for his 
heavenly kingdom. As I blame none for rejedting; none, I hope, 
will be offended with me fot eſpouſing this particular doctrine. 
o be of different opinions, at all in ſome inferior inftances; 
ſeems an unavoidable conſequence of our preſent ſtate : where g- 
noramce, in part, Cleaves to the wiſeſt minds; and prejudice eably 
beſets the moſt impartial jidgments. This may turn to our com- 
mon advantage; and afford room for the diſplay and exerciſe of 
thoſe fealing virtues, moderation, meekneſa, and forbearance. — 
Let me only be permitted to aſk, whether this tenet does not evi 
dencly tend to eſtabliſh the comfort of the Chriftian, and to magnify 
the fidelity of Go our Saviour? Whether, far from countenancing 
ſloth, or encouraging remiſlneſs; to &zow that our labour ſhould not 
be in vain, is not the moſt prevailing inducement to 4bourd in the 
work of the Load? 1 Cor. xv. 58. 

Is any one inclined to examine the reaſons, which made the au- 
thor a proſelyte to this perſuaſion ? He may find them diſplayed in 
the memorial, delivered by ſeveral ſelect and eminent divines of the 
church of England, at the renowned ſynod of Dordt. — (See A24. 
Synod. Dordrech, par. II. page 246. of the LZatin edition, publiſhed 
in a fingle quarto volume. Thoſe, who have no 12 ot 
conſulting the memoirs of that venerable aſſe mbly; I would refer 
to the works of the indefatigable and very learned Turrentin, or to 
thoſe of the candid and elegant Witflus. ——Turrent. Tom. II. 

. xvi. Witf. CEcon. lib. 3. chap. xiii, 

lateſt and fulleft view of the point, which I ever remember 
ta have met with, in any of our Engi writers, is in the Lime- 
flreet lefFures, Which are a defence of ſeveral moſt important doc- 
irines of the gofpel, and contained in two octavo volumes, the 
united labouts of in modern divines ; moſt of whom, are well 
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is all enfeebled. He is not able, of himſelf, to think a good 
thought.. He has no v;/ibl: ſafeguard, nor any ſuſficiency of 
his «wn. And yet, whole legions of formidable enemies, are 
in a confederacy to compaſs his ruin. The world, lays un- 
numbered ſnares for his feet: the dewi/ is inceſſantly urging the 
ſiege, by a multitude of fiery darts, or wily temptations: the 
fleſh, like a perfidious inmate, under colour of friendthip, and 
a ſpecious pretence of pleaſure, is always forward to betray his 
integrity. But, amidſt all theſe threatning circumſtances, of 
perſonal weakneſs, and imminent danger, an inviſible aid is his 
defence.  F will up ther, ſays the bleſſed Gob, with the 
rieht hand of my righteouſneſs *.” Corafortable truth! The arm 
which tixcs the ſtars in their orders, and guides the- planets in 
their courſe, is ſtretched out to preſerve the heirs of ſal vation. 
« — My fheep, adds the great Redeemer, are mine; and they ſhall 
never periſh, neither ſhall any pluck them out of my hand +.” What 
words are theſe! An did they come from Him, who hath all 
power in heaven, and on carth ? And were they {poke to the 
weakeſt of the flock; to every unfeigned follower of the great 
Shepherd? Then, omnipotence itlelf mutt be vanguifked; be- 
tore they can be deftrozed, either by the ſeductions of fraud, or 
the atfaulrs of violence. 

If yon atk therefore, what ſecurity we have, of enduring to 
the end, and continuing faithful unto death ? The very 
[ame that eſtabliſhes the heavens, and ſettles the ordinances of 
the univerſe. Can e he thrown into contulion + 7 Uhen, 
may the true believer draw back unto perdition. Can the tun 

be 


_ * * 2 8 * * r — ————— 


— 


known the word by their other evzuue ical and uſsful wiitings. 
Ly tie |-Etnres, the final perfzverance of the faints, is very parti- 
eulariy iLared : and, to r appretv's ſion at leaſt, molt ſatisfect rity 
pro-cii. The arguments uſualiy urged agamft it, are ii partially 
ani e red; and I cannot but th.uk (with all due defertuce to the 
judgment of others) unarſwerably confuted. 

And here (nut t“ ſwell this note auy farther) I ſhall only juſt 
hint, that the judicious Jes ter (an authority, perbaps, as weiguty 
an ] unexceptionable as any that can well be produced) gives a e- 
loin atteſta ian to this tenet, in 2 ſhort di.conrle on the perpetuity 
o fait, ſubjoined to his ce gie Polity, ful. edit 


® Jſa, i. 10, F Joka z. 19. f Jer. xxxi. 35, 36. 
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de diſloIged from his ſphere, and ruſh lawlefsly through the 
? Then, and then only, can the faith of Gop's elect || be 
ally overthrown.————Be of good courage then, my iou!, 
rely on thoſe divine ſuccours, which are ſo ſolemnly ſtipulated, 
fo faithfully promiſed. Though thy grace be languid, as the 
glimmering ſpark; though the overflowings of corruption, 
threaten it with total extinction; yet, fince the great IENHo- 
van has undertaken to cheriſh the dim principle, „ many wa- 
ters cannot quench it, nor all floods drown it.” Nay, though 
it were feeble as the ſinaling flax , goodneſs and faithfulneſs 
ſtand engaged, to augment the heat; to raile the fire, an! 
feed the flame; till it beam forth, a lamp of immortal glory, 
in the heavens. | 

As to the faithfulneſ+ of a covenanting Gon, this mar be 
emblematically ſeen, in the ſtability of the heavenly bodies, 


and the perpetuity of their motions “. "Choſe that are 
fixed or flationary, continue unalterable in their grand eleva- 
2 tions. 

Tit. i. 2. 


The tenderneſi and ſaithſilneſi of God tu his people, are finely 
pictured by the prophet IJſaiab, chap. xlii ver. 3 Which paſſ+ge, 
becauſe of its rich conſolation, and uncommon beauty, is def: rvedly 
adopted by St Matthew, and ingrafted into the ſyſtem of evange- 
heal truths. — He will ant bimfelf break, nor ſuffer to be broken 
by any other, the bruiſed reed; nor quench the ſmoking flax. Was it 
poſſible, to have choſen two more delicate. and expreſſive repreſen- 
tati-- ns ?— Could any image, be more ſignificant of a very infirm, 
and enfeebled faith; than the flexile reed, that bends before every 
wind? Which, beſides its natural weakneſs, is made abundantly 
weaker by being bruiſed: and ſo, is ready to fall in pieces of itſelf. 
— r could any thing, with a more pathetic exactneſs, deſcribe 
the extreme imbecillity, of that other principle of the divine life, 
fove The ftate of the flax, juſt begianing to burn, is liable to be 
pur out by the leaſt blaſt : more liable till, is the wick of the lamp, 
when it is not ſo much as kindled into a glimmering flame, but only 
breathing ſmoke, and uncertain wheth-r it ſhall take fire or no. — 
Yet true faith, and heavenly love, though ſubfilting amidſt ſuch 
pitiable infirmitics, will not be abandoned by their great Author; 
ſhall not be extinguiſhed by any temptations; but be maintained, 
invigorated, and made finally triumphant. Matt, xii. 20. 
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ratic or perform their prodigious ſtages, withou: 2 
intermiffion, or the leaſt embarraſſment. How ſoon, and * 


t all ages While might 
cities are overwhelmed with ruin, and their names loſt in 
oblivion ; while ua empires are ſwept from their foundations, 
and leave not fo much as a trace of their ancient mag- 
nificence: while all terrefirial things are ſubjett to viciffitude, 

ating in mty : theſe are permanent in their 
duration. Theſe are invariable in their functions. Not one 
faileth.”——\ doubts the conſtant ſucceffion, of day and 
night; or the regular returns, of ſummer and winter? And 
why, Ol why ſhall we 
the accompls 


1 


ſyſtem of created things is upbeld, in conſtant and immutable 
perfection. Should it give command, or ceaſe to exert its e 
nergy; the univerſal frame would be diflolved, and all nature 
revert to her original chaos. And this very word is Phdged for 
the ſafety, the comfort, the happineſs of the godly. $ in. 


violable, this Almighty word, ſpeaks in all the 8 — bs 
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How ly infatuated are our fouls, that we 
value it ſo little? What infidels are we in fact, that we 
ſhould depend upon it ne more? Did it create; whatever has a 
deing 3 and ſhall it not work faith, in our. breaſts * Do unnum- 
dered worlds, owe their ſupport to this word; and ſhall it not 
de ſufficient, to buoy up our ſouls in troubles, or eſtabliſh them 
in trials ? Is it the /ife of the univerſe, and ſhall it be 2 dead 
letter to mankind ? 

If I with to be heard, when I implore heavenly bleſſings; is 
not this privilege moſt clearly made over to my enjoyment, in 
that well-known text, * Af, and it ſhalt be given you?? 
Klong for the eternal Comforter, to dwell in my heart, and 
fanftify my nature; have I not an apparent title to this high 

in that ſweet aſſertive interrogation 
« How much more ſhall your heavenly Father, give the Holy 
Spirit, to thoſe that aſk him 4?”——IF I earneſtly covet the 
ineftimable treaſures, that are compriſe] in the great In- 
MANUETL's mediation ; can I have a firmer claim to the lle 
portion, than is granted in that moſt gracious ſcripture; „Him 
that cometh to me, I will in no-wiſe caſt out || ? What aſ- 
ſurance, of being intereſted in theſe unf e mercies, 
would I defire ? What form of conveyance ; what deed of fett- 
ment ; Were it left to my own option, ſhould I chooſe ? Here 
is the word of a King; the King immortal and inviſible ; all 
whoſe declarations 1 are truth itſclf. If a monarch beſtow 
immunities on a body of men, and confirm them by an authen- 
tic character; no one centroverts, no one queſtions, their right 
to the royal favours. And why ſhould we ſuſpect the validity 
of thoſe glorious grants, which are made by the everlaſting 
Sovereign of nature; which he has alſo ratified by an oath, 
and ſealed with the blood of his Son? Corporations may be 
disfranchiſed, and charters revoked. Even mountains may be 
removed, and ſtars drop from their ſpheres. But a tenure, 
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Mat. vii. 7. 1 Luke xi. 13. John vi. 37. 


1—1f thee fail, 
The pillar'd firm.ament is rottenneſs, 
And earth's baſe built on ſtubble. 
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Forin-1-4 on the divine promiſe, is unalienably ſecure ; is In ling, 
2 © --ity itſelf. | 

\ ve endeavonred to ſpell a able of the eternal name, 
in he ancient manuſcr:pt of the ſky. We have catched 3 
glimpſe of the Almigh:v's glory, from the luſtre of innumerable 
firs, But, would we behold all his excellencies, pourtrayed 
in full perfect on; and drawn to the very life; let us atten- 
tiv-ly conſider the REDECMER. I obferve, there ar 
ſome parts of the ſirmament, in which the ſtars ſeem, as it 
were, to cler. They are fown thicker, they lic cloſer, than 
uſual ; and ſtrike the eye, with redoubled ſplendor. Like the 
1--"<ls on a crown, they r1ple their beams; and reflect an in. 
of briliancy, on each other. Is there not fuch an af. 
feuivlage. ſuch a con/fe/laticn of the divine honours, moſt ami. 
ably effulgent in the bleſſed Ixsus. 

Does not infinite vi * ſhine, with ſurpaſſing brightneſ,, 
in CyrIsST? To the making of a world, there was no ob- 
ttacle; but to the ſaving of man, there ſeemed to be unſur- 
mountable bars. If the rebel is ſuffered to efcar2; where is 
the inflexible juice, which denounces ** Death as the wages 
of fin?” If the offender is thoroughly pardoned; where is the 
invic/able veracity, which has folemnly declared, © "The foul 
that ſinneth, ſhall die?“ Theſe awful attributes are ſet in ter- 
rihle array; and, like an impenetrable battalion, oppoſe the 
ſalvation of apoſtate mankind. Who can ſuggeſt a method to 
alſealue the traiterous race; yet vindicate the honours of Al- 
mighty Sovereignty? This is an intricacy, which, the moſt ex- 
alted of finite intelligencies, are unable to clear. But, be- 
hald the unſearchable ſecret revealed! revealed in the wonder- 
ful redemption, accomplithed by a dying Saviour! So plaialy 
revealed, that “ He who runs may read ;”” and even babes un- 
derſtand, what minds of the deepeſt penetration could not 
contrive.. The Son of Gop, taking our nature, obeys the 
law, and undergoes death, in our ſtead. By this means, the 
threatened curſt is executed, in all its rigor; and free grace 1s 
exerciſed, in all its riches. Juſtice maintains her rights, and, 
with a fteady hand, adminiſters impartial vengeance ; while 
rucrcy diſpenſes her pardons, and welcomes the repentant . 
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minal into the tendereſt embraces. Hereby, the ſcemingly 
thwarting attributes are reconciled. "The tinner is faved, not 
only in full comſiſtence, with the honour of the ſupreme perfec- 
tions; ert to the mott /uftrious ranife/tation of them all. 

Where does the diving power ſo ſignally exert itſelf, as in 
the croſs of CHRIS r, and in the conqueſts of grace? ur 
LoxD, in his loweſt ſtate of humiliation, gained a more glori- 
aus victory; than when, through the dividing tea, and the 
waſte lowling wilderneſs, “ He rolle upon bus chariots and 
horſes of ſalvation.“ When his hands were riveted, with irons, 
tw the bloody tree ; lis difarmed death of its ſting, and pluck- 
ed the prey from the jaws of hell. Then, even then, while 
he was crucified in toe, he vanquiſhed the fron man, und 
ſubducel our inoſt formidable enemies. Even then, he ſpoiled 
principulit ies; triumphed over the powers of darknefs; and 
ed captivity captive. Now he is exalted to his heaven!y 
throne, vith what a prevailing eficacy does his grace go forth, 
« conquering, and to conq; er!“ By Us, tic ſaves of fin 
xe relcued tron their bondage, and reitored to the /iberty of 
nghteouſneſr. By this, depraved wretches, whole appetites 
were /ex/ual, and their Alifpolitions deviliſh; are not only re- 
newed, but renewed after the image of Gon, and made par- 
akers of a divine, nature. Millions, millions of loit creatures 
xe ſnatched, by the interpoũtion of grace, like brands trom the 
burning; and tranſlated into everlaſting manſions, thine brighu- 
er than the furs, ſhine bright as the in, in the kingdom of 
ther Father. 

Would you then ſee an incomparably more bright diſplay of 
the divine excellence, than the unſpotted firmament, the 
angles of heaven, or the golden tountain of day exhibit ? 
Comemplate JEsUs of Nazareth. He is the brightnels of his 
Father's glory, and the expreſs image of his perton. In his 
wmaculate nature; in his heavenly tempers;z in his moit ho- 
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N Cunts, the wid of GOD, and the power of GOD. 1 Cor. 
24» - To the intent that now, unte the principalit':s ind 
mers in heaventy places, might be known by tle church (ov th. a 
Naz x crivance, and accorpliihnent of its emotion) deep, 
Uenlv', and (vA :) rently dine rin of . 
Erb. iti. 22. ; 
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ly life; the mora/ perfeFions of the Deity are repreſented, 9 
the higheſt advantage Hark 4 mercy, with ks 
charming voice, ſpeaks in all he utters. See ! how bene valeng 
pours her choiceſt ſtores, in all he does Did ever 
look to amiably ſoft, as in thoſe pitying tears; which ſwelled 
his eyes, and trickled down his cheeks, to bedew the rancoy 
of his inveterate enemies: Was it poſſible for patience to if. 
fume a form ſo lovely; as that fweetly-winning condug, 
which bore the contradiftion of ſinners? Which entreated the 
obſtinate, to be reconciled; oefought the guilty, not to die? 
In other things, we may find ſome ſcattered rays of Jt no- 
vaHn's glory; but in CHRIST they are all collected and united, 
In CyrisT, they beam forth, with the ſtrongeſt radiance, 
with the moſt delightful cffulgence. Out of Sion, and in Sin; 
great Redeemer, bath GOD appeared in perfect beauty. 
Search then, my foul, above all other purſuits, ſearch there. 
cords of redeeming love. Let theſe be the principal objeds 
of thy ſtudy. Here employ thyſelf, with the moſt unwearied 
aſaduity.———lz theſe are hid all the treaſures of wiſdom and 
Enotuledge . Such wiſdom ; as charms and aſtoniſhes the very 
angels: Engages their cloſeſt attention, and fills them with the 
deepeſt adoration g. Such kncwletdge; as qualifies the pole 


—— — — ä i 


—_— — 


„In this ſenſe, that ſaying of our Loap is eminently true, Ht 
that hath ſeen ME, hath feen the FATHER. John xiv. 9. 


+ Coloſſ ii. 3-——> Not a mean degree, but a treaſure ; not one 
treaſure, but many; not many only, hut all treaſures, of true wil 
dom, and ſaving knowledge; are in Cuxts r, and his glorivus gv 
ſpel. The tranſcendent exccilenqcy of thoſe treaſures ſeems to 
finely intimated, in that other expreſſion «70x31 Poiy hid ; laid uf, 
with the ntmoſt care. and the greateſt ſafety. Not left at all ed 
ventures, to be ſtumbled upon, by every giddy wanderer: or to fal 
into the arms of the yawning Cuggard ; but, like jewels of the 
brighteſt luſtre, or riches of the highclt value, t in ſtore to adot 
and reward the diligent ſearcher. 

t This I believe, is the import of the apoſtile*s language thoug 
it is not a literal tranſlation wo X ka A peas 4 as 
1 Pet. i. .I never had ſuch 2 !ivcly apprehenſion of the 
bes iful fignificarey of the laſt word, as when I have attended 


diſſection cf ſome part of the anima! ly. Ia wider to 4 
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or, if not for offices of dignity on earth, yet for the moſt ho- 
ndurable advancements in the kingdom of heaven. Diſunited 
from which knowledge, all application is but elaborate imper- 
tinence 3 and all ſcience, no better than pompous ignorance. 
——— Theſe records contain the faultleſs model of duty, and the 
nobleſt motives to obedience. Nothing ſo powertul, to work 
2 lively faith,and a joyful hope; as an attentive conſideration 
of our LorD's unutterable merits. Nothing fo ſovereign, to 
antidote the peſtilential influence of the world, and deliver 
our affections from a flavery to ignoble objects; as an habitual 
remembrance of his extreme agonies. The genuine, the ever- 
fruitful Hure of all norality, is the unfeigned love of CHRIST; 
and the croſs, the CRoes, is the appointed “ a/tar, from 
which we may fetch a coal , to enkindle this ſacred fire. 
Beheld, therefore, the man; the matchleſs and ſtupendous 
man; whoſe practice was a, pattern of the moſt exalted virtue, 
and his perſon the mirror of every divine perfection. Ex- 
amine the memoirs of his heavenly temper, and exemplary 
converſation. Contemplate that chair of graces, which were 
aſſociated in his mind, and ſhed the higheft luſtre on all his 
actions. Familiarize to thy thoughts his inſtructive diſcourſes, 
and enter into the very ſpirit of his refined doctrines. "That 
the graces may be transfuſed into thy breaſt, and the doc- 
trines tranſcribed in thy life. Follow him to Calvary's 
Vol. II. R horrid 
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the minutiz of the admirable frame; the latent wonders of art and 
mechaniſm ; the eye is fo ſharpened, and its application ſo intenſe» 
ly bended, as gives a very juſt experimental comment on that expreſſive 
phraſe, a With fuch earneſt attention, is the everlaſt- 
ng goſpel contemplated, by the angelic orders! How much more, 
if it were poſſible, does it deſerve the devout and inceſſant confide- 
ion of human minds? Since by them, it is not only to be ſpecu- 
lated, as a bright and raviſhing diſplay of the divine attributes; but 
to be applied to their fallen nature, as a moſt benign ſcheme of re- 
evering grace; as the ſure and only method of obtaining life and 
immortality. 

And J, ſays our LORD, / be lifted up from the earth, and 
exten led on the croſs, will draw all men unte me: will give ſuch a 
nich and tranſcendent diſplay of my love, as ſhall conitituic the mot 
powerful and prevailing attraRtive of theirs. Joan „. 32. 

1 Ahluding to Iſaiah vi 5. 
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to Calvary's fatal cataſtrophe. Where 
Innocence, dignity, merit, were made perfect through 
i ſhining, wit! poſſjble ſplendor, through 
hat like his own radiant bow, 
then glowing with the greateſt beauty, when appearing on the 
darkeſt cloud. Be thy moſt conſtant attention fixed, on 
that lovely and ſorrow ful ſpectacle. Behold the ſpotleſs victim, 
nailed to the * and ſtabbed to 1 Hear him pour- 
ing out prayers, his murderers; e poured out his 
foul, for tranſgreifors. See the wounds, that ſtream with for- 
giv and bleed balm for a diſtempered world. O! ſee the 
juſtice of the Almighty, and his goodneſs z his mercy and his 
vengeance; every tr gracious attribute manifeſted ; 
manifeſted with inexpreſſible glory, in that moſt ignominious, 
Since God is fo inconceivably great, as theſe his marvellous 
works declare; 


Since the great Sov'reign ſends ten thouſand worlds, 
To fell us, he reſides above them all, 


In glory's unapproachable receſs . 


how can we forbear haſtening, with 
to the earth, and worſhipping ? 
O! what an honourable, as well as advantageous employ, is 


prayer Advantageous. By prayer, we cultivate that im- 
proving correſpondence with JEHOVAH, we carry on that 
| | gladden- 


In 


+ For this quotation, and ſeveral valuable hints, I acknowledge 
myſeif indebted to thoſe beautiful and ſublime poems, intitled 
Night-Thoughts. —— Of which I ſhall oaly ſay, That I receive 
treth plcafure, and richer improvement, from every renewed peru- 
ſal. And, | think, I ſhall have reaſon to bleſs the indulgent Be- 
ftower of all wiſdom, for thoſe inſtructing and animating compo- 
tions, even in my laſt moments. Than which, nothing can more 
emphatically ſpeak their ſuperior excellence, nor give a more ſolid 
ſatis faction to their worthy author. Happy ſhould I think my - 
ſelf, if theſe little ſketches of contemplative devotion, might be ho- 
noure4 with the ft in/erior degree of the ſame ſucceſs. Might 
receive a teltimony, not from the voice of fame, but from the dying 
lips of ſome editicd Chr iſl ĩan. 


Moſes, bowing ourſelves 
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98 intercourſe with his SPIRTT, which muſt begin 
in order to be completed in eternity. Honcurable. By 
. we have acceſs to that mighty potentate; whoſe 
ceptre ſways univerſal nature, and whoſe rich regalia fill the 
[Kies with luſtre. Prayer, places us in his preſence-chamber ; 
while © the blood of ſprinkling,” procures us a gracious audi- 
ence. 

Shall I then hs to be found , before the throne 
of grace? Shall I be aſhamed to have it known; that I offer up 
ſocial ſupplications in the family, or am conſcientious in ob- 
ſerving my private retirements ? Rather, let me glory in this 
unſpeakable privilege. Let me reckon it the nob/eff poſture, 
to fall low on my knees before his footſtool; and the h:ghe 
honour, to enjoy communion with his moſt exalted majeſty. 
—— [ncomparably more noble, than to fit, in perſon, on the 
triumphal chariot z or to ſtand, in effigy, amidſt the temple 
of worthles. | 

Moſt ineftimable, in ſuch a view, is that promiſe ; which 
'fo often occurs in the prophetic writings, and is the crowning 
benefit of the new covenant, I will be thy Gad + —— Will this 
ſupremely excellent, and almighty Being, vouchſafe to be my 
portion? To ſettle upon a poor finner, not the heritage of a 
county; not the poſſeſſion of the whole earth; but his own 
ever- bleſſed ſelf May I then, through his free condeſcend- 
ing grace, and the unknown merits of his Son, look upon all 
theſe infinitely noble attributes as my treaſure ? May I regard 
the wiſdom, which ſuperintends ſuch a multitude of worlds, as 
my guide ; the power, which produced, and preſerves them in 

exiſtence, as my guard; the goodne/s, which, by an endleſs 
communication of favours, renders them all ſo many habita- 
tions of happineſs, as my exceeding great reward? What a 
fund of felicity, is included in ſuch a blefling! How often 
does the 1/raclitifþ prince exult in the affurance, that this un- 
utterable and boundleſs good is his own ? Intereſted in this, 
he bids defiance to every evil, that can be dreaded; and reſts 
in certain expectation of every bleſſing, that can be deſired. 
The LORD is my light and my ſalvation ; whom then ſhall I 
fear? The LORD, with TT AIR he repeats both 
2 his 
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his aMance, and his challenge, is the frength of my life ; of 
whom then ſhall I be afraid *? Nothing ſo effe ctual, as this ap- 
propriating faith, to inſpire a dignity of mind, ſuperior to 
tranſitory trifles; or to create a calmneſs of temper, unalarm- 
ed by vulgar fears, unappalled by death itſelf. ——The LORD 
is my ſhepherd, ſays the ſame truly gallant and heroic perſon- 
age: therefore ſhall I lack nothing How is it poſſible, he 
ſhould ſuffer want, who has the all-fufficient fulneſs for his 
ſupply ? So long as unerring wiſdom is capable of contriviug 
the means; ſo long as uncontroulable power is able to execute 
them; ſuch a one cannot faii of being ſafe and happy; whe- 
ther he continue amidit the viciſſitudes of time, or depart into 
the unchangeable eternity. 

Here, let us ſtand a moment, and humbly contemplate thi; 
great Gop, together with ourſelves, in a relative view. If 
we reflect on the works of material nature, their number in- 
comprehenſible, and their extent unmeaſureable: each of them 
apart, fo admirably framed ; the connexions of the whole, ſo 
exquilitely regulated; and all derived, from one and the fame 
glorious agent If we recolle& the far more noble accom- 
plithments of elegant taſte, and diſcerning judgment; of re- 
fined affections, and exalted fentiments; which are to be found 
among the ſeveral orders of intelligent exiſtence : and all of 
them flowing, in rich emanations, from the one ſole fountain 
of intellectual light—lf we farther conſider this Author of ma- 
terial beauty, and moral excellency, as a guardian, a governo, 
and benefuctor to all his creatures: ſupporting the whole ſyſtem, 
and protecting each individual, by an ever-watchful provi- 
dence; preſiding over the minuteſt affairs, and cauſing all e- 
vents to terminate in the molt extenſive good; heaping, witl 
unremitted liberality, his benefits upon every e object, 
and making the circuit of the univerſe a ſeminary of happi- 
neſs——Is it poſſible for the human heart, under ſuch capti- 
vating views, to be indifferent towards this moſt benign, moſt 
bountiful Original of being and of bliſs? Can any be fo im- 
merſed in ſtupidity, as to ſay unto the Almighty in the 
language of an irreligious temper, and licentious life, to fay? 
: * Depart 
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® Pfal. xxvii. 1. + Pal. xxiii. 1. 
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% Depart from us; „we implore not thy favour; nor deũre 
the knowledge of thy ways.“ Wonder, O heavens! be a- 
mazed, O earth! and let the inhabitants of both expreſs thei- 
aſtoniſhment, at this unparalleled complication of difingenuous, 
ungrateful, deſtructive perverſeneſs 
If we conſider our Hillen and imperfect ſtate; frail in our bo- 
dies; enfeebled in our minds; in every part of our conſtitu- 
tion, and in all the occurrences of life, “ like a tottering wall, 
or a broken hedge.” If we furvey our indigent and 7:5 rn 
ſtate ; without ſpiritual firength 3 our poſſeſſion of preſen- 
conveniencies, intirely dependent on God's ſovereign plea- 
ſure; yea, ſorfeited, juſtly forfeited, with every future hope, 
by a thonſand aggravated iniquities. It we add the various 
diſaſters of our condition; agitated as we are by tumultuon: 
paſſions; oppreſſed with diſpiriting fears; held in ſuſpenſe by 
a variety of perplexing * cares: liable to pains, and expoled to 
troubles; troubles from every quarter; troubles of every kin}. 
Can we, amidſt ſo many wants, under ſuch deplorable infir- 
mities, and ſubject to ſuch diſaſtrous accidents, can we b. 
unconcerned, whether Gop's omnipotent, irrefiſtible, all-con. 
ducting hand be again}? us, or for us? Imagination itſelf ſhnd- 
ders at the thought Can we reſt ſatisfied, without a well- 
| grounded 


— 


NY — 
2 


— — 


Perplexing— Thoſe who read the original language of the 
New Teftament, are ſufficiently appriſed, that ſuch is the fgnifcan- 
O of that benevolent diſſuaſive, urged by our Load, 4 52-wrdi:, 
Mat. vi. 25.,——t beg leave, for the ſake of the unlearned reader, 
to obſerve ; that our tranſlation, though for the moſt part faithful 
and excellent, has here miſrepreſented our divine Malter's meaning. 
Take no thought for your food, for your raiment, for your bodily 
welfare, is not only not the true ſenſe, but the very reverſe of the 
fcriptural doctrine: We are required to take a prudent and moe- 
rate thought, for the neceſſaries of life, The fluggard, who ne- 
glects this decent precaution, is ſeverely reprimanded; is ſent to one 
of the meaneſt animals, to bluſh for his folly, and learn diſcret ion 
from her conduct, Prov. vi. 6. Our Saviour's precept, and the 
exact ſenſe of his expreſſion, is, take no axx/2s thonght; indulge 
no perplexing care. No ſuch care, as may argue an unreaſonable 
diſtruſt of providence ; or may rend and gear your minds with dis- 
treſſing, with peraicious ſolicitude, 
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grounded perſuaſion, that we are veroncilad to this 
Lon, and the objects of his unchangeable goodneſs If 
there be an abandoned wretch, whoſe 1pprehenfions are ſo fa- 
tally blinded; who is fo utterly loſt to all ſenſe of his duty, 
and of his intereſt ; let me bewail his miſery, while I abhor 
his impiety. Bewail his miſery; tough Popularity, with her 
choiceſt laurels, aZorn his brow; though AﬀMuence, with her 
richeſt delicacies, load his table; though half a nation, or half 
a world, conſpire to cail him happy. 

May I, by a believing application, folace myſelf in this ever. 
laſting ſource of love, perfection, and joy! Grant me this re- 
queſt, and I aſk no more. Only, that I may expect, not 
with a reluctant anxicty, but with a ready chearfulneſs, the 
arrival of that important hour; when this veil of fleſh ſhall 
drop, and the ſhadows of mortality flee away. When I ſhall 
no longer complain of obhſcure knowledge; languid affections; 
and impcrfeft fruition—but hall ſee the uncreated and immor- 
tal majeſty. See him, not in this diſtant and unaffecting me- 
thod, of reaſoning from his works; but with the moſt clear 
and direct intuition of the mind. When I ſhall hve him, 
not with a cold and contracted ſpirit; but with the moſt lively 
and inlarged emotions of gratitude. When I ſhall inceſ- 
fantly enjay the light of his countenance ; and be united, inſe- 
parably united to his all-glorious GoDHEaD.——Take, ye 
ambitious, unenvied and unoppoſed, take to yourſelves the 
toys of ſtate. May I be enabled to yre/::ce in this bleſſed hope; 
and to triumph in that amiable, that adorable, that delightful 
name, the Lord mY Gop! And I ſhall ſcarce beſtow a 
thought, on the ſplendid pageantry of the world, unleſs it be 
to deſpiſe its empty pomp, and to pity its deluded admirers. , 

All theſe bodies, though immenſe in their ſize, and almꝛoſt 
infinite in their multitude, are obedient to the divine command. 
The Gop of wiſdom “ telleth their numbers,“ and is inti- 
mately acquainted with their various propertics. The Gop 
of power © calleth them all by their names,” and aſſigns them 
whatſoever office he pleaſes. He marſbalt all the ſtarry 
tegions, with infinitely greater eaſe, and nicer order; than 
the moſt expert general arranges his diſciplined troops. He 
appoints their pr: he marks their route; he fixes the time 
for the ir return. The poſts, which he appoints, they occupy, 
„i-heut fail. In the route, which he ſettles, they perſevere, 

without 
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without the leaſt deviation. And to the inſtant “, which he 
fixes for their return, they are preciſely punctual. He has 
given them a lat, which, through a long revolution of ages, 
ſhall not be broken; unleſs his ign will interpoſes, for 
its repeal. Then, indeed, the motion of the celeſtial orbs is 
controuled; their action remains ſuſpended ; or their influ- 
ence receives a new direction. The /un, at his creation, 
iſſued forth with a command, to travel perpetually through the 
heavens. Since which, he has never neglected to perform 
the great circuit; rejoicing as 2 giant to run his race.” 


But, when it is requiſite to accompliſh the purpoſes of divine. 


love, the orders are countermanded; the flaming courier re- 
mits his career; fand till in Gibeon : and, for the conve- 
niency of the choſen people, holds back the falling day. 
The moon was diſpatched with a charge, never to intermit her 
revolving courſe, till day and night come to an end. But 
when the children of providence, are to be favoured with an 
uncommon continuance of light, ſhe halts in her march; 
makes a ſolemn pauſe in the valley Ajalan | ; and delays to 
bring on her attendant train of ſhadows.— When the enemies 
of the Lox p are to be diſcomfited, the far are levied into the 


ſervice; 


ä 
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® «<< The planets, and all the innumerable hoſt of heavenly bodies, 
perform their courſes and revolutions, with ſo much certainty and 
exaQtneſs, as never once to fail ; but, for almolt 60co years, come 
conſtantly about to the ſame period, in the hundredth part of a mi- 
nute.” Sracznovsz' Hiſt. Bible. 


+ This is ſpoken in conformity to the ſcripture language, and 
according to the common notion. Wich reſpect to the power 
which effected the alteration ; it is much the ſame thing, and alike 
miraculous ; whether the ſun, or the carth, be ſuppoſed to move. 


t Joh. x. 12, 13. The prophet Fabaikut, according to his 
lofty manner, celebrates this event; and points out, in very poeti- 
cal diction, the de ſign of fo ſurpriſing a miracle. The ſun and 
moon flood ſtill in their habitation : In the light, the long continued 
and miraculous light, / arr2ws, edged with deſtruction, a τ⁷ . or 
their awful errand ; in the c/ear /hining of the day, protractcd for 
this very purpoſe, % glittering ſpear, launched by thy people, bm 
guided by thy baud, (prung te its prey. ab. iii. 11. 
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ſervice; are armed, and take the field; e ſtars, in 
their e againſt Sſfira' lf. 
' 50 dutiful.s material nature] fo obſeqnious, in all her forme, 
_ to her Creator's pleaſur z! — The bellowing thunders, liſten 
2 voice; and the vollicd lightnings, t the direction 
©! his eye. The flying ſtorm, and impetuous whirlwind, wear 
bis yoke. The raging waves revere his nod: they ſhake the 
earth ; they daſh the ſkies; yet, never offer to paſs the limits, 
which be Las preſcribed Even the planetary ſpheres; 
though vaſtly /zrger, tha this wide extended earth; are, in 
his hand, as clay in the hands of the potter. Though, fue 
than the northern blaſt, they ſweep the long tracts of ther; 
yet, are they guided by his reins, and execute whatever he en- 
Joins. All thofe enormous globes of central fire, which beam 
through the boundleſs azure; in compariſon of which, an ar- 
my of planets, were like a ſwarm of ſummer inſects; thoſe, e- 
ven thoſe, are conſormable to his will, as the melling wax to 
the impreſſed ſeal.— Since all, AL L. is obedient, throughont 
the whole aſcent of things, ſhall man be the only rebel againſt 
the almighty Maker ? Shall theſe unruly appetites, reject his 
government, and refuſe their allegiance? Shall theſe head- 
ſtrong paſſhons, break looſe from divine reſtraint ; and run wild, 
in exorbitant fallies, after their own imaginations ? 
O my 


ome 


+ Judg. v. 20. —— The ſcriptural phraſe hu againſt, will, I 
hope, be a proper warrant tor every expreſſion, I have uſed on this 
occaſion. The paſſage i- generaliy fupp»{cd to fignify, that ſome 
very dreadful meters (which the ſtars were thought to influence) 
ſuch as fierce flaſhes of lighining: impetuous ſhowers of ral; and 
rapid ſtorms of hail ; were employed by the Almighty to terrify, 
annoy, and overthrow the enemies of Iſracl. If fo, there cannot 
be a more clear and lively paraphraſe on the text, than thoſe fre 
lines of a Jewiſh writer. Fi, /evere wrath ſhall HE ſharpen fer 
a ſword; and the world Mali ſight with him againſt the ungedi. 
Then ſhall the right aiming :hunderholts ge abroad; eri from ti 
clouds, ar from a well-Crawn bow, ſhall they fly to the mark. A. 
hail-fones, full, aur ith, /hall he call out of a ſtore bow ; ard! 
water e the ſea lei rage againſt them ; and the flood (as was the 
caſe of the river Kif/-:n) i crnelly drown them, Yea, a migtt: 
wind / Hard up 220i [? them 5 andy like a florm, hall eau tien 
AWTY. Wild 92. 22 Fl, 823 23. 
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O my foul, be ſtung with remorſe, and overwhelmed with 
ronfufion, at the thought! Is it not a righteous thing, that 
the bleſſed Gop ſhould ſway the ſceptre, with the abſo- 
| Inte anthority, over all the creatures, which his has 
formed? Eſpecially over thoſe creatures; whom his diſtin- 
guiſhing favour has endued with the noble principle of reaſon, 
and made capable of a bliſsful immortality ? Sure, if all the 
ranks of inanimate exiſtence, conform to their Maker's decree, 
by the necgſſity of their nature; this more excellent race of 
beings, ſhould pay their equal homage, by the willing compli- 
ance of their affeftions *®.—Come then, all ye faculties ot 
my mid; come, all ye powers of my body ; give up yourſelves, 
without a moment's delay, without the leaſt reſerve, to his 
governance. Stand, like dutiful ſervants, at his footſtool ; 
in an everlaſting readineſs, to de whatſoever he requires; to 
be whatſoever he appoints. 'To further, with united cfforts, 
the purpoſes of his glory in this earthly ſcene : or elſe to fe- 
pirate, without reluctance, at his ſummons; the one, to fleep 
in the ſilent duſt; the rer, to advance his honour, in ſome 
remoter colony of his kingdom. Thus, may I join with all 
the works of the Lon p, in all places of his dominion, to re- 
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This argument, I acknowledge, is not abſolutely conclufive. 
Bat it is popular and ſtriking. Nor can I think myſelfobliged, in 
ſuch a work; where ſuancy bears a confiderable ſway ; to proceed 
always with the caution and exactneſs, of a diſÞuter in the ſchoot;. 
If there be ſome appearance of analogy, between the fact and the 
inference, it ſeems ſufficient for my purpoſe : though the deduQion 
ſaould not be neceſſary, nor the proceſs ſtrictly ſyllogiſtical. One 
of the apgſtolic fathers, has an affecting and ſublime paragraph, 
which runs intirely in this form: Hes 7s xz oinqrn, aTiowy Te 
xe, nds T1 Tidlaſyr avs ww ouoreis Nx vac walt Sete 
EXL 125 ra ſat erg & Tig o bruvre, The fun, the moon, and 
the flurry chain, without the leaſt deviation, and with the utmaſt har- 
meory, perſerm the revolutions appointed them by the ſupreme decree. 
From which remark, and abundance of other ſimilar inftances, ob- 
ſer eablæ in the conomy of nature; he exhorts Chriſtians, to a cor- 
dial ur:a-:i:it; among themſelves, and a dntiful obedience to Gov. 
Vid. Cie. Roman. i Ep. ad Corinth. SefF. 20. See alſo a 
beautiful Ode in Dr. Watts's lyric poems, intitled 7“. Compari/an 

d Comjliint, a ch turns pon tH.15 very thought, 
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coming abroad, all theſe luminaries were eclip/:d, 
overpowering luſtre of the fun. They were all placed 
very fame ſtations; and played the fame fprightly 
beams; yet not one of them was ſeen. As the day-light wore 
away, and the ſober ſhades advanced; Heſperus, who leads the 
ſtarry train, diſcloſed his radiant forehead, and catched my 
While I ſtood gazing on his bright and beautiful aſpect, 
his attendants h the blue curtains. 

I to obſerve theſe emanations of ſplen- 

the veil; others ſtole into view. When 
numerous, multitudes ſprung from ob- 
in ſhining troops, and in ſweet confu- 
the empyrean plain. Till the firmament ſeemed, 
conſtellation ; ang * a flood of glory burſt from 


the vie, and ſuch the progre/7 of a true conver- 
e -prejudiced inſidel, or inattentive finner ? During 
iod of his vainer a thoufand intereſting truths, 
undiſcovered; 2 thouſand momentoys concerns, 
entirely diſregarded. But, when divine grace diſſipates 
delufive glitter, which dazzled his underſtanding, and be- 
guiled his affertions; then, he begins to diſcern, dimly to dil- 
cern, the things which belong unto his peace. Some :mo- 
nition of ſcripture, darts conviction into his foul; as the glim- 
mering of a ſtar, pierces the gloom of night. Then, per- 
haps, another awful. or chearing text, impreſſes terror, or dif- 
fuſes comfort. A threatening alarms his fears, or a promi/c a- 
wakens his hopes. This, poſſibly, is ſucceeded by ſome g- 
tive diſpenſation of providence; and improved by ſome eclify- 
ing and inſtructive converſation. All which is eſtabliſhed, :s 
to its continuance ; and enlarged, as to its influence; by a dili- 
gent ſtudy of the ficred word. By this means, new 
fruths continually pour their evidence. Scenes of refined and 
exalted, but hitherto unknown delight, addreſs him with their 
attractives. New deſires take wing; new purſuits are ſet on 
foot. A new turn of mind forms his temper; a new habit ot 
converſation regulates his Ii In a word; old things ere pact 
away ; and all things become new. He, who was ſometime 
darkneſs, is now light, and life, and joy in the Lon. 
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The more attentively I view the cryſtal concave, the more 
folly I diſcern the richneſs of its decorations. Abundance of 
minuter lights, which lay concealed from a ſuperfi-ial notice, 
are viſible on a cleſer examination. Eſpecially in thoſe tracts 
of the ſky, which are called the Galaxy: and are diftinguiſh- 
able, by a fort of milky path. There, the ſtars are crouded, 
rather than diſſeminated. The region ſeems to be all on a 
blaze, with their blended rays. Beſides this vaſt profu- 
fion, which in my preſent ſituation the eye diſcovers; was I 
to make my ſurvey, from any other part of. the globe, lying 
nearer the ſouthern. pole; I ſhould behold a new choir of ſtar- 

bodies, which have never ap within our horizon.— 
Was I, (which is ſtill more wonderful) either here or there, to 
view the firmament with the virtuoſo's glaſs; I ſhould find a 
prodigious multitude of flaming orbs, which, immerſed in 
depths of zther, eſcape the keeneſt unaffiſted ſight *. Yet, 
in theſe various ſituations ; even with the aid of the teleſcopic 
tube ; I ſhould not be able to deſcry the half, perhaps not a 
thouſandth part, of thoſe majeſtic luminaries, which the vaſt ex- 
panſive heavens contain $.——50, the more diligently I pur- 
ſue my ſearch, into thoſe oracles of eternal truth, the Scrip- 
tures ; I perceive a wider, a deeper, an ever-encreaſing fund 
of ſpiritual treaſures. I 3 the brighter ſtrokes of wiſ- 
2 dom, 


Come forth, O man, yon azure round ſurvey, 
And view thoſe lamps, which yield eternal day. 
Bring forth thy glaſſes: Clear thy wond'ring eyes: 
Millions beyond the former millions riſe ; 
Look farther : — Millions more blaze from remoter ſkies. 
See an ingenious poem, intitled The Univerſe. 


+ How noble, confidered in this view, are the celebjations of 
the divine Majeſty, which frequently occur in the facred writings ! 
ht is the LORD that made the heavens. Pſal. xcvi. 5.—— What a 
prodigious dignity, does ſuch a ſenſe of things give to that devout 
aſcription of praiſe ! Thou, even thous art LORD alone ; Thou haſt 
made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their h. Nehem. ix. 6. 
—— Examined by this rule, the beautiful climax in our inſpired 
hymn, is ſublime beyond compare. Praiſe HTM, ſun and mean: 
Praiſe HIM, all ye ftars of light: Praiſe HIM, ye beayer of Ee 
rent. Bak exlviii. 3, 4- 
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dom, and the richer diſplays of goodnefs; a more tranſcendent 
excellency in the illuſtrious Meffiah, and a more deplorable 
'vileneſs in fallen man; a more immaculate purity in God's 
law, and more precious privileges in his goſpel. Yet, aftcr 
u courſe of ſtudy, ever fo aſſiduous; ever fo prolonged ; I 
ſhould have — 2 to own myſelf, a mere babe in heavenly 
knowledge; or, at moſt, but a puerile proficient, in the ſchool 
of CuRIST. 

After all my moſt accurate inſpeQion, thoſe larry orbs ap- 
pear but as glittering points. Even the planets, though fo much 
nearer our carthly manſion, ſeem only like burning Bult. If 
then, we have ſuch inperfect apprebenſſont of viſible and mate- 
rial things; how much more ſcanty and inadequate, mutt be 
our notions of inviſible and immortal objects We behold 
the ſtars. Though every one is incomparably bigger than the 
globe we inhabit ; yet they dwindle, upon our ſurvey, into the 
moſt diminutive forms. 'Thus, we fee by faith the plories of 
the bleſſed JEsuUs; the atoning efficacy of his death; the jul- 
tifying merit of his righteouſneſs ; and the joys, which are re- 
ſerved for his followers. But alas! even our moſt exa!ted 
ideas, are vaſtly bela the truth. As much below the truth ; 
25 the report, which our eyes make of thoſe celeſtial edifices, 
is inferior to their real grandeur.—Should we take in all 
the magnifying aſſiſtances, which art has contrived; thoſe lu- 
minous bodies, would elude our kill, and appear as ſmall as 
ever. Should an inhabitant of earth, travel towards the cope 
of heaven; and be carried forwazds, in his aerial journey, 
more th. hundred and fixty millions of miles * ; even in 
that advanced fituation, thoſe zceans of flame, would look no 
larger, than »a:2nt ſpecks. In like manner, conceive e- 
ver ſo magnificen: ly, of the Redeemer's honours ; and of the 
bliſs, which he has purchaſed for his people; yet you will 
fall ſhort. Raiſe your imagination Higher; ſtretch your in- 


. vention 


This, incredible as it may feem, is not a mere ſuppoſition, but 
a real fact. For, about the twenty-firft of December, we are abore 
1 60,000,C00 uf miles nearer the northern parts of the cy, than we 
were at the twenty-firit of Jure. And yet, with regard to the 
ftars ſituate in that quarter, we perceive no c4@7p7 in the ir aff th 
nor any avgmnertatic of their may ils. es 
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vention wider; give them a the ſcope, which a foxring and 
excurſive fancy can take; ſtill, your concepiions will be ex- 
tremely diſproportiↄ vate, to their genuine perfections. Vaſt 
are the bodies, which roll in the expanſe of heaven: vaſter far 
are thoſe fields of zther, through which they run their end- 
leſs round: but the excellency of JesUs, and the hapMact; 
laid up for his ſervants, are greater than either; than both, 
than all. An inſpired writer calls the tormer, „The un- 
ſearchable riches of CMRIST;“ and ſtyles the latter, © An ex- 
ceeding great and eternal weight of glory.” 

If thoſe ſtars, are fo :nany inexhauftible magazines of fire, 
and immenſe re/e;voirs of light; there is no reafon to doubt, 
but they have ſome very grand uf;s, ſuitable to the maguilicence 
of their nature. To ſpecify, or explain, the particular Dare 
poles they anſwer; is altogether impotiihl:, in our pretent 
ſtate of diſtance and ignorance. This, however, we may clenr- 
ly diſcern : they are diſpoſed in that very manner, which is 
moſt pleaſing and moſt Hu ee to mankin.i. Viev are 
not placed at an finite remove, fo as to lie beyond our fight, 
neither are they brought / near our abode, as to annoy us 
with their beams. We fee them ſhine on every ſalz. The 
deep azure, which ſerves them as 1 ground, heightens their 
ſplendor. At the fame time, their inſtucuze is gentle, and 
their rays are deſtitute of heat. So that we are ſurrounded 
with a multitude of fiery globes, which beautify and illu ninate 
the firmament, without any riſque, either to the 22/277 of our 
night, or the quiet of our repoſe. Who can [uffi-iently ad- 
mire that wondrous benignity; which, on our account, ftrews 
the earth with bleſſings of every kind; and vouchfat-s to mae 
the very heavens ſubſervient to our delight? 

It is not ſolely to adorn the root of our palace, with coſtly 
gildings; that Gop commands the celeſtlal luminaries, to 

litter through the gloom. We alſo reap conliderable bent- 

ts, from their miniſtry. They divide our time, and fix 
its ſolemn periods. They ſettle the order of our wart,; and 
are, according to the deſtination mentioned in facred writ, 
&« for ſigns, and for ſraſons; for days, and for years.” lie re- 
turns of heat and cold alone, would have been too precious a 
rule. But theſe radiant bodies; by the var/:7.2%, and allo by 
the regularity of their motions; aſford a method of calculating, 
abſolutely certain and tufficiently obvious. By this, the farmer 
2 inſtructed, when to commit n grain to the furrows, and 


how 
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how to conduct the operations of huſbandry. By this, the 
Hailer knows when to proceed on his voyage, with leaſt peril ; 
any how to carry on the buſineſs of navigation, with moſt ſuc. 
ces. 
Why ſhould not the Chriſtian, the probationer for eterni 
learn Som the ſame monitors, to number for nobler — 
poſes, to number his dazs; and duly to tranſact the grand, 
grand affairs of bis everlaſting ſalvation ? Since Gop has ap. 
pointed fo many bright meaſures of our time, to determine its 
larger periods, and to minute down its ordinary ſtages; ſure, 
this moſt ſtrongly inculcates its value, and ſhould powerfully 
prompt us to improve it, —Pchold ! the fapreme Lord marks 
th progrefs of our life, in that moſt conſpicuous kalendar a- 
bove. Does not ſuck an ordination tell us, and in the moſt 
emphatical language; That our life is given for «/e, not for 
waſte? That no portion of it is delivered, but under a ſtrict 
account; that all of it is entered, as it paſſes, in the divine re- 
giſter; and, therefore, that the ſtewards of ſuch a talent, are 
to expect a future reckoniry ? Behold ! the very heavens 
are bidden to be the accomptants, of our years, and months, 
and days. O] may this induce us to manage them, with a vi- 
gilant frugality ; to part with them as miſers with their hoard- 
ed treaſure, warily and circumſpeclly; and, if pofſhible, as 
merchants with their rich commedities, not without an equiva- 
lent, either in perſonal improvement, or ſocial uſefulneſs ! 
How bright the flarry diamonds ſhine! 'The ambition of 
eſftern monarchs could imagine no diſtinction, more noble and 
{ublime, than that of being likened to theſe beaming orbs *. 
They form night's richeft drefs ; and ſparkle upon her fable 
robe, like jewels of the fineſt luſtre. Like jewels! I wrong 
their character. The Jucid ſtcne has no brilliancy; quenched 
is the flame even of the golden topaz; compared with thoſe 
glowing decorations of heaven. How widely are their ra- 
diant honours difuſcd! No nation fo remcte, but ſees their 
beauty, and rejoices in their uſefulneſs. They have been ad- 
mired by all preceding generations; and every rifing age, will 
gaze on their charms, with renewed delight. —— —How an- 
1:ating, then, is that promiſe, made to tbe faithful meſons of 
e 
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the goſpel! They that turn many to righteouſneſs, ſhall ſhine 
as the ſtars for ever and ever f.“ Is not this a moſt winning 
encouragement, to ſpend and be ſpent,” in the ſervice of 
ſouls? Methinks, the ſtars beckon, as they twinkle. Me- 
thinks, they ſhew me their ſplendors, on purpoſe to inſpire me 
with alacrity, in the race ſet before me; on purpoſe to enliven 
my activity, in the work that is given me to do.—Yes; ye 
majeſtic monitors, I underſtand your meaning. It honour 
has any charms; if true glory, the glory which cometh from 
God, is any attractive; you diſnlay the moſt powerful incite- 
ments, to exerciſe all affiduity in my holy vocation. I will, 
henceforth, obſerve your intimation; and, when zeal becomes 
languid, have recourſe to your heavenly lamps. If fo be, I 
may retindle its ardor, at thoſe inextingui fires. 

Of the polar ſtar, it is obſervable; that, while other lumi- 
naries a/ter their ſituation, this ſeems invari fexed *. 
While other luminaries, now, mount the battlements of hea- 
ven, aad appear upon duty; now, retire beneath the horizon, 
and reſign to a freſh ſet, the watches of the night; this never 
departs from its ſtation. This, in every ſeaſon, maintains an 
uniform poſition; and is always to be found, in the fame tract 
of the northern fly. Ho often has this beamed bright in- 
telligence on the ſaier, and conducted the keel, to its deſired 
haven! In early ages, thoſe, who went down to the fea in 
thips, and occupied their buſineſs in great waters, had ſcarce 
any other ſure guide for their wandering veſſel. 'This, there- 
fore, they viewed, with the moſt folicitous attention. By this, 
they formed their obſervations, and regulated their voyage. 
When this was obſcured by clouds, or igveloped in miſts; the 
trembling mariner was bewildered, on the watery waſte. His 
thoughts fluctuated, as much as the floating ſurge; and he 
knew not, where he was advanced, or whither he ſhould ſteer. 
But, when this auſpicious ſtar broke through the gloom; it 
diſſipated the anxiety of his mind, and cleared up his dubious 
paſſage. 


1 PPUE²WV» eee de nm n 


7 
+ Dan. xii. 3. 

I ſpeak in conformity to the appearance of the object. Far 
though this remarkable ftar revolves round the pole, its motion is 
fo fow, and the circle it deſcribes ſo ſmall ; a3 render both the 
revolution and change of ſituation, hardly perceivable. 
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paſſage. He re · aſſu med, with alacrity, the management of | 
the helm; and was able to ſhape his courſe, with fome tole- 
rable degree of ſatisfaftion ard certainty. 

Such, only much clearer in its light, and much ſurer in its 
direction, is the S word of Cod, to thoſe myriads of intel- 
lectual beings, who are bound for the eterual ſhores. Who, 
embarked in a veſſel of feeble fleſh, are to paſs the waves of 
this tempeſtuous-and perilous world. In all dificultics, thoſe 
facred pages ſhed an encouraging ray z ia all uncertainties, they 
ſuggeſt the right determination, and point out the proper pro- 

cedure. What is ſtill a more ineſtimable advantage; ther, 
like the ſtar which conducted the eaſtern ſages, make plain, 
the way of acceſs to a Redeemer, They diſplay his unfpeakab'e 
mesits; they diſcover the method of being intereſted in hi; 
t atonement; and lead the weary ſoul, fed by tronblcs, 
and ſhattered by temptations, to that only harhour of peaceful 
repole. Let us, therefore, attend to this unerring direc- 
tory, with the ſame conſtancy of regard, as the fea-faring man 
obſerves his compaſs. Let us become as thoroughly acquaint- 
ed with this facred chart, as the pilot is with every trufly 
mark, that gives notice of a lurking rock; and with every 0- 
pen road, that yields a ſafe paſſage into the port. Above all, 
let us commit ourſelves to this infallible guidance, with the 
fame implicit reſignation ; 1:t us conform our conduct to its 
exalted precepts, with the ſame ſedulous care; as the chil- 
dren of Hſrael, when ſojourning in the tracklefs deſart, follow- 
ed the pillar of fire, and tle motions of the miraculous cloud. 
80, will it introduce us, not into an earthly Canum, 
flowing with milk and honey; but into an immortal paradiſe, 
where is the fulneſs of joy, and where are pleaſures for ever- 
more. It will introduce us into thoſe happy, happy regions, 
where cur ſun ſhall no mire go down, nw dur men qwithirat it- 
HF: for the LORD full ove cur everliiing ligt, and the days o 
6:44) mourning, together with the fatigues of our pilgrimage, 
dall be ended“. 
I perceive a great variety, in the fize and ſolendor ot those 
gems of heaven. Some, are cf the firſt :nagnitude; others, 
ef an inferior order. Some %, with incenſe ames; other: 
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glimmer, with fainter beams. Tet, all are beautiful; all have 
p og Rar tuſtre, and diſtin uſe; all tend, in their differ- 
to enamel the cope of heaven, ahd embroider 
— night. This eircumſtance is remarked by an au- 
thor, whoſe ſentiments are a ſource of wiſdom, and the very 
ſtandard of truth. „One ſtar, ſays the apoſtle of the Gen- 
tiles, differeth from another ſtar in glory : 35 alſo is the refur- 


rection of the dead.” 
degrees of happineſs, various 


In the world above, are various 
feats of honour. Some will riſe to more illuſtrious diſtinctions, 
and richer joys +. Some, like veſſels of ample capacity, will 
admit more acceſſions of light and excellence. Yet, 
there will be no want, no » in any; but a fulneſs 
both of divine fatisfaftions, and perſonal Each 
will enjoy all the good; and be adorned with all the glory; 
that his heart can wiſh, or his condition receive. one 
will know what it is to envy. Not the leaſt malevolence, nor 
the leaſt ſelfiſhneſs, but everlaſting friendſhip prevails, and a 
mutual complacency in esch other's delight. Love, cordial 
love, will give every ſaint, a of all the 

tz which are diffuſed the whole afſembly of 
the bleſſed. No one ecligſes, but each reflects light upon his 
brother. A ſweet interchange of rays ſubfiſts ; 1 
ed by the great fountain, and all one another. 
By which communication of pleaſure and amity, 
each will be continually receiving from, each inceſſantly adding 


to, the general felicity 
_ 4 happy they, who are admitted into the 
Better to be a door-keeper in thoſe © ivory 
NN err The 
very loweſt place at Go! _— is diſtinguiſhed ho- 
n : ; nour, 


+ 1 Cor. xv. 41, 42. The great Mr. Mede prefer; the ſenſe 
here given; and the learued Dr. Hammond admits it, into his pa- 


raphraſe. Whoſe joint authority, though far from excluding au 


other, yet is a ſufficient warrant for his application of the words. 


t Tolle invidiam, & tuum oft quod habeo : Tolle invidiam, & 
meum oft qued habet. AuGusTINE. 
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nour, and conſummate bliſs. Ol that we may, in fome 
meaſure, anticipate that beatific ſtate, while we remain in our 
baniſhment below | | 


my, frotrattion and attraftion. One of which is the all- com- 
bining cement, the other is the ive ſpring of the 
mighty frame.———In the beginning, the all ing FIA r im- 
a proper degree of motion, on each of thoſe whirling 


endleſs lengths; till they were even loſt, 
abyſs of ſpace. But the gravitating property, being add- 
the projetiile force, determined their courſes to a circu- 
form; and obliged the reluctant rovers, to perform 
their deſtined rounds.—— Were either of thoſe. cauſes to 
ſuſpend their action, all the harmoniouſly moving ſpheres 
would be diſconcerted. Would degenerate into ſluggiſh in- 
active maſſes; and falling into the central fire, be burnt to 
aſhes. Or elſe, would exorbitate into wild confuſion; and 
each, by the rapidity of its whirl, be diſſipated into atoms. 


* — — 8 


* I am aware, the planetary orbits are not ſtrictly circular, but 
rather e/liptical. However, they are but a ſmall remove from the 
perfectly round figure ; and partake of it incomparably more, than 
the trajectorĩes of the comets; I chooſe to repreſent the thing in 
this view, Eſpecially, becauſe the notion of a circle, is ſo much 
more intelligible to the generality cf readers, than that of an 
ellipſis; and becauſe I laid it down for a rule, not to admit any 
abſtruſe ſentiment, or difficult expreſſion, as ſhovld demand a 
painful attention, inſtead of raiſing an agreeable idea, For which 
reaſon, | have avoided technical terms: have taken no notice of Ju- 
piter's ſatellites, or Saturn's ring; have not ſo much as mentioned 
the names of the planets, nor attempted to wade into any depths 
of the ſcience. Leſt to thoſe who have ne opportunity of uſing 
the teleſcope, or of acquainting themſelves with a fyſtem of attro- 
nomy, I ſhould propound riddles, rather than diſplay entertaining 
and edi/j ing truths. 
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But, the impulſive and attractive energy, being moſt nicely 
to each other; and, under the immediate opera- 
tion of the Almighty, exerting themſelves in perpetual con- 
cert; the various globes run their radiant races, without the 
leaſt interruption, or the leaſt deviation. So as to create the 
alternate changes of day and night; and diſtribute the uſeful 
viciſſitudes of ſucceeding ſeaſons. 80 as to anſwer all the great 
ends of a gracious providence; and procure every comfortable 
convenience, for univerſal nature. 

Boes not this conſtitution of the material, very naturally 
lead the thoughts, to thoſe grand principles of the moral and 
devotional world, faith and love ? "Theſe are often cele- 
brated by the inſpired apoſtle, as a comprehenſive ſummary of 
the goſpel *. Theſe infpirit the breaſt, and regulate the pro- 
greſs, of each private Chriſtian. Theſe unite the whole con- 
gregation of the faithful to Go, and one another. To 
God, the great centre, in the bonds of gratitude and devo- 
tionz to one another, by a reciprocal intercourſe of brotherly 
affections, and friendly offices. If you aſk ; Why is it im- 
poſſible for the true believer, to live at all adventures? to fag- 
nate in floth, or habitually to deviate from duty? We an- 
ſwer; It is owing to © his faith, working by love f.“ He aſ- 
ſuredly truſts, that CHRISH＋ has ſuſtained the infamy, and en- 
dured the torment, due to his fins. He firmly relies on that 
divine propitiation, for the pardon of all his guilt; and hum- 
bly expects everlaſting ſalvation, as the purchaſe of his Savi- 
our's merits. This produces ſuch a ſpirit of gratitude, as re- 
fines his inclinations, and animates his whole behaviour. He 
cannot, he cannot run to exceſs of riot ; becauſe love to his 
adorable Redeemer, like a ſtrong, but filken curb, ſweetly ro- 
ſtrains him. He cannot, he cannot lie lulled in a lethargic in- 
dolence; becauſe love to the fame infinite benefactor, like a 
pungent, but endearing ſpur, pleafingly excites him. ——In a 
word; faith ſupplies the powerful impulſe, while love gives 
the determining bias ; and leads the willing feet, through the 
whole circle of Gop's commandments. By the united efficacy 
of theſe heavenly graces, the * conduct is preſerved, in 
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the uniformity and beauty of holineſs; as by the blended 
power of thoſe Newtonian principles, the ſolar ſyſtem revolxes, 
in a ſteady and magnificent regularity. | 

How admirable, how extenſive, how diverſified, is the force 
of this ſingle principle, attractian This penetrates the 
very eſſence of all bodies, and diffuſes itſelf to the remoteſt li- 
mits of the mundane fyſtem.——By this, the worlds impreſſed 
with motion, hang /elf-bal/anced on their centres +; and, though 
orbs of immenſe magnitude, require nothing, but this a- 
mazing property for their ſupport.——To this we aſcribe a 
phznomenon, of a very different kind, the preſſure of the at- 
moſphere. Which, though a yielding and expanſive fluid; 
yet conſtipated by an attractive energy; ſurrounds the whole 
globe, and incloſes every creature, as it were with a tight ban- 
dage. An expedient this, abſolutely neceſſary to preſerve the 
texture of our bodies; and indeed, to maintain every ſpecies 
of animal exiſtence. ——Attraftion ! Urged by this wonderful 
impetus, the rivers circulate, copious and uniatermitted, a- 
mong all the nations of the earth: ſweeping with rapidity 
down the or ſoftly ebbing through the plains. Impel- 
led by the ſame myſterious force, the nutricious jrices are de- 
tached from the ſoil; and, aſcending the trees, find their ways 
through millions of the fineſt meanders, in order to transfuſe 
vegetative life into all the branches. This confines the 
ecean, within proper bounds. 'Though the waves thereof roar; 
though they toſs themſelves, with all the madneſs of indignan: 
rage ; yet, checked by this potent, this ineyitable curb, they 
are unable to paſs even the ſlight barrier of ſand. To this the 
mountains owe that unſhaken firmneſs, which laughs at the 
ſhock of careering winds; and bids the tempeſt, with all its 
mingled horrors, impotently rave. By virtue of this invi- 
dle mechaniſm ; without the aid of crane or pulley, or any 
. inſtrument of human device; many thouſand tons of water arc 
raiſed, every moment, into the regions of the firmament. By 
this, they continue ſuſpended in thin air, without any capacious 
ciſtern, to contain their ſubſtance; or any maſſy pillars, to ſuſ- 
tain their weight. By this ſame variouſly acting power, they 
return 
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return to the place of their native reſidence; dgt:/*7 ir. ie 
falls of dew, or precipitated in impetuous ſhov:2rs of + 1 
They „ide into the fields in fleecy flights of ſnow, . - 4 
upon the houſes in clattering ſtorms of hail. This oc 
the ſtrong cabęſſan ot ſolid bodies. Without which, our large 
machines could exert themſelves with no vigor; and the 11 
utenſils of life, would clude our expectations of ſervice. Phi. 
affords a foundation, for all thoſe delicate or noble mechanic 
arts; which furniſh mankind with numberleſs canveniencies, 
both of ornament and delight. In thort; this is the prodi- 
gious ballaſt, which compoſes the equilibrium, and conſtitutes 
the ſtability of things: this, the great chain, which forms the 
connections of univerſal nature; and the mighty engine, which 
prompts, facilitates, and, in a good meafure, accomplithes all 
her operations. What complicated effects, from a fingle 
cauſe * What profuſion, amidſt frugality! An unknown pro- 
fuſion of benefits, with the utmoſt frugality of expence! 

And what ir this attraction ? Is it a quality, in its exiſtence, 
inſeparable from matter; and, in its acting, independent on 
the DEITY !——Quite the reverſe. It is the very finger of 
Gop: The conſtant impreſſion of divine power: a principle, 
neither innate in matter, nor intelligible by mortals. 's 
it not, however, bear a confiderable analogy to the agency of 
the HOLY GHOST, in the Chriftian ceconomy? Are not the 
gracious operations of the bleſſed Spirit, thus extenfeve, thus ad- 
mir able, thus various? That almighty Being tranſmits his 
gifts, through cvery age; and communicates his graces, to c- 
very adherent on the Redeemer, All, either of illuftrivus 
memory, or of beneficial tendency; in a word, “ all the good 
that is done upon earth, he doth it himſelf.” Strong in bis 
aid, and in the power of hit might, the faints of all times, 
have trod vice under their feet; have triumphed over this ab- 
jet world; and converſed in heaven, while they dwelt on 
earth. Not I, but the grace of GOD which was with nit |, is 


the 
CET 


GPS” * 2 


* See another remarkable iuſtance of this kind, in the Refedtions 
on a Flower-Garden, page 119, —together with-a ine obſerva- 
tion, quoted in the correſponding note. 


$ 1 Cor, xv. 10. 
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the unanimous acknowledgment of them all.——By the ſame 
kindly ſuccours, the whole church is till enlightened, quick. 
enced, and erned. Through his benign influences, 
the ſcales of ignorance, fall from the underſtanding; the 
leproſy of evil concupiſcence, is purged from the will; and 
the fetters, the more than adamantine fetters of habitual ini- 
quity, drop off from the converſation. He breathes even up- 
on dry bones , and they live: they are animated with faith; 
they pant with ardent and heavenly deſire; they exerciſe them- 
iclves in all the duties of — His real, though ſo- 
cret, inſpiration, diſſolves the flint in the impenitent breaſt ; 
and binds up the forrows, of the broken heart. Raiſes the 
thoughts high, in the elevations of holy hope; lays them 
low, in the humiliations of inward abaſement. {s the ſoul 
with impenetrable reſolution, and perſevering fortitude; at the 
fame time, ſaſteus it into a dove- like meekneſs, and melts it in 
tential ſorrow. 
When I contemplate thoſe ample and magnificent 

erected over all the ethereal plains : When I look upon 
them as ſo many ſplendid repoſitories of light, or fruittul 
abodes of life: W hen I remember, that there may be other 
orbs, vaſtly more remote, than thoſe which appear to our un- 
aided ſight; orbs, whoſe cttulgence, though travelling ever 
fince the creation, is not yet arrived upon our coaſts * : 

When 
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3% ug 9ur beautiful picee of ſacred and allegorical imagery diſ- 
zek. xxxVi. 
® Tf chis conjecture (which has no leſs a perfon than the ecle- 
brated Mr. Hungen for its author) concerning unſeen ſtart, be true. 
If, to this obſervation, be added, what is affirmed by our ſkil- 
ful aſtronomers; that the motion of the rays of light is ſo /urpriſe- 
ingly /avift, as to paſs through ten millions of miles in a ſingle mi- 
nhute.— How vaſt ! beyond imaginstion vaſt and unmeaſurable, 
are the ſpaces of the univerſe ! While the mind is diftended 
with the grand idea ; or rather, while ſhe is diſpatching her ahleſt 
2Wers = === judgment, and excurſise fancy ; and finds them 


all drop ſport; all baffled by the amazing ſubject ; Permit me to 


zpply that ſpirited exclamation and noble remark —— 


»- —Say, proud arch, 
Built with citine ambition; in diſdain 
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When I ſtretch my thoughts to the innumerable orders of 
being, which inhabit all thoſe ſpacious ſyſtems; from the [oftief 
ſeraph, to the loweſt reptile; from the armies of angels, which 
ſarround the throne of JEHoyan ; to the puny nations, which 
tinge with blue the ſurface of the plum , or mantle the ſtand- 
ing pool with green: How various appear the links, in this 
immenſe chain! How vaſt the gradations, in this uni 

ſcale of exiſtence! Yet all theſe, though ever ſo vaſt and va- 
— are the wort of God's hand, and are full of his pre- 

e. 

He rounded in his lm thoſe dreadful globes which 
are pendulous in the vault of heaven. He kindled thoſe a- 
ſtoniſhingly bright fires, which fill the firmament with a flood 
of glory. By him they are ſuf in fluid zther, and can- 
not be ſhaken: By him they diſpenſe a tal tide of beams, 
and are never exhauſted. He f „with inexpreſſible 
nicety, that delicately fine collection of tubes; that unknown 
multiplicity of ſubtile ſprings; which organize, and actuate, the 
frame of the minuteſt inſect. He bids the crimſon current 
roll; the vital movements play; and affociates a world of 
wonders, even in an animated point F,—-In all theſe, is a ſig- 


nal 


Of limit built; built in the taſte of keav'n! | 
Vaſt concave ! Ample dome! Waft thou defign'd 
A meet ment for the Derry? 

Not fo: thought alone thy ſtate impairs; 
Thy iy finks ; and ſhallows thy profound; 


And ftraitens thy diffufrve. 


* Ev'a the ue deus the purple plum ſurrounds, 
A living world, thy failing fight confounds. 
To Him a peopled habitation ſhews, 

Where millions tafte the bounty Gop beſtows. 


See a beautiful and inſtructive paem, ſtyled—Derry, 
+ There are living creatures abuodantly ſmaller than the mite. 


Mr, Bradley, in his treatiſe on gardening, mentions an inſect 
which, after accurate examination, he found to be a thouſand times 
, than the /eaſ? viſible grain of ſand. Yet ſuch an infe, though 
quite imperceptible to the naked eve, is an elephant, is a whale, 
compared 
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nal exhibition of creating z to all theſe, are extended, 
the ſpecial regards of 
me learn to rely on the providence, and to revere the preſence 
ot the ſupreme da, | ; 
To rely on his providence. ———PFor, amidſt that inconceivable 
number and variety of beings, which ſwarm through the re- 
gions of creation, not one is overlooked, not one is neglectte1, 
by the great omnipotent cauſe of all. However inconſiderable 
in its character, or diminutive in its ſize, it is ſtill the produc- 
tion of the univerſal Maker, and belongs to the family of the 
almighty Father. —— What? Though inthroned archangel, 
enjoy the /miles of his countenance! Yet, the low inhabitants of 
carth, the moſt deſpicable worms of the ground, are not ex- 
cluded from his dential care. Though the manifeſtation 
of his perfections, is vouchſafed to holy and intellectual eſ- 
ſences; his ear is open, to the cries of the young raven. li; 
eye is attentive to the wants, and to the welfare, of the very 
meaneſt births of nature. How much leſs then are his own 
pe diſregarded ? Thoſe, for whom he has delivered his 
beloved Son to death, and for whom he has prepared habita- 
tions of eternal joy. They diſregarded! No. Tier are 
« kept as the apple of an eye.” The very hairs of the head 
are all numbered. The fondeſt mother may forget the infant, 
that is « dandled upon her knees, and fucks at her breaſt “; 
| much 
j 


— 
— 


compared with other animaicules almoſt infinitely more minute, diſ- 
covered by Mr. Lewenhc:ct. if we confider the ſeveral limbs, 
which compoſe ſuch an organized particle ; the different muſcles, 
which actuate ſuch a ſet of limbs: The flow of ſpirits, incomparably 
mare attenuated, which put thoſe muſcles in motion : The various 
fiuids, which circulate: The different ſecretions, which are per- 
formed: Together with the peculiar minuteneſs of the ſolids, before 
they arrive at their full growth: Not to mention other more 
Veriſbing modes of diminution: Sure, we {hall have the utmoſt 
reaſon to acknowledge, that the adored Maker is—-Maximus 1 
MINIM1S, greatly glorious even in his Hine, works, 


J. Alix. 15. Can a woman forget her ſucking child, that 
his frricd not hav? cinfaſſon on the ſon of her ,] Tea, the) 
ray forge? ; get will net forget bt. How delicate and ex- 
preſſicc are the images, in thie charming ſcriptnre! How full of 


beauty, 


erving goodneſs. From. hence, let 
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much ſooner than the Father of everlaſting compaſſions can 
diſcomtine, or remit, his watchtul teuderneſs to his people 
his children his heirs. 

Let this teach me alto a mere lively ſenſe of the divine pre- 

ce. All the rolling world: above; all the living atoms be- 
low; together with all the beings that intervene, betwixt theſe 
wide extremes; are vouchers for an ever preſent Deity. 
« God has not left himſclt without witneſs.” The marbs of 
his footſteps are evident in every place, and the touches of 
his finger diſtinguithable in every creature. Thy name is ſo 
nig, O thou all-ſupporting, all-informing Lok D; and that do 

Vor. II. U thy 


Ads 


beauty, il beheld in a critical, how rich with conſolation, if con- 
fidered in a believing view! Can a woman? One of the ſofter 
ſex ; whofe nature is moſt impreſſible, and whoſe paſſions are re- 
markably tender Can ſuch a one, not barely diſregard, but in- 
tirely /orget ; not ſuſpend her care for a while, but utterly eraſe the 
very memory—Of her child; her own child, not another's; a 
child, that was formed in her womb, add is a part of herſelf? 
Her en; the more important, and therefore more defirable ſpecics; 
to whom it peculiarly belongs, to preſerve the name, and build up 
the family —— Her ozly ſon; for the word is ſingular; and refers 
to a caſe, where the offspring, not being numerous, but centred in 
a fingle birth, muſt be productive of the fondeſt endearment —— 
Can ſhe diveſt herſelf of all concern for ſuch a child; not when he 
is grown up to maturity, or gone abroad from her houſe ; but, 
while he continues in an infantile Hate, and muſt owe his whole 
ſafety to her kind attendance ; while he lies in her buſom, refls on 
her arm, and even ſuci at her breaſt ? -— Eſpecially, if the poor 
innocent be racked with pain, or ſeized by ſome ſevere affliction ; 
and ſo become an object of compaſſion, as well as cf love, Can ſhe 
hear its piercing cries ; can ſhe ſce it all reſtleſs, all helpleſs under 
its miſery ; and feel no emotions of parental pity? — If ene ſuch 
monſter of inhumanity might be found, could all (here the prophet, 
to give his compariſon the utmolt energy, changes the ſingular 
number into the plural) could all mothers be ſo degenerate ? 'Dhis, 
ſure, cannot be ſuſpected, need not be feared. Much leſs need the 
true believer be apprehenſive of the failure of my kindneſs. An 
univer/ul extinction of thoſe ſtrongeſt ⁊ ffections of nature, is a mor: 
luppoſcable cafe ; than that I ſhould ever be unmindful of my pes- 
ple, or regardleſs of the it intere ſts. 


i 


154 CONTEMPLATIONS ON 


thy wondrous works declare *. Thy goodneſs warms in the 
morning ſun, and refreſhes in the evening breeze. Thy glo- 
ry ſhines in the lamps of midnight, and ſmiles in the bloſſoms 
of ſpring. We ſee a trace of thy incomprehenſible grandeur, 
in the boundleſs extent of things; and a fetch of thy exquiſite 
{Fill, in thoſe almoſt evaneſcent ſparks of life, the inſect race.” 
How ſtupid is this heart of mine, that, amidſt ſuch a 
multitude of remembrancers, thronging on every fide, I 
ſhould forget thee a fingle moment! Grant me, thou great I 
AM; thou ſource, and ſupport, of univerſal exiſtence 0 
grant me an enlightened eye, to diſcern thee in every object; 
and a devout heart, to adore thee on every occaſion. Inſtead 
of living without Go p in the world; may I be ever with hun, 
and fee all things full of him ! 


The glitt ring flars, 
By the deep ear of meditation heard, 
Still in their midnight watches feng of HIM. 
He nods a calm. The tempeſt blows his wrath. 
The thunder is his voice; and the red flaſh 
His ſpeedy ſword of juſtice. Alt his touch, 
— 2 He ſhakes the folid earth, 
And rocks the nations. Nor in theſe alone, 
In ev'ry common inſtance GOD ts ſeen. 
TromsoN's Spring, 


If the beautiful 2 which a clear night pours on the 
beholder's eye; it thoſe other fires, which beam in remoter 
tkies; and are diſcoverable only by that revelation to the 
fight, the teleſcope: if all thoſe bright millions, are fo many 
fountains of day; enriched with native and independent 
luſtre ; illuminating planets, and enlivening ſyſtems of their 
own +: What pomp, how majeſtic and ſplendid, is diſcloſed w 
the 
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* Pfal. Ixxv. 2. 
+ Conſult with reaſon, reaſon will reply, 
Fach /ucid point, which glows in yonder ſky, 
Informs a H/tem in the boundleſs ſpace, 
And fills, with glory, itz appointed place: 
With beams unborrow'd, brightens other ſk'es ; 


And worlds, to thee unknown, with heat aud life ſupplies. 
| The Univer/*, 
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the midnight ſcene! What riches are difſeminated, through all 
thoſe numberleſs provinces of the great Jenovyan's empire! 
Grandeur beyond exprefſign Let, there is not the 
meaneſt ſlave, but carries greater wealth in his own boſom, 
poſſeſſes ſuperiar dignity in his own perſon. The od, that in- 
forms his clay;—the foul, that teaches him to think, and 
enables him to chooſe; that qualifies him to reliſh rational 
pleaſure, and to breathe ſublime defire +; the ſoul, that is en- 
dowed with ſuch noble faculties, and, above all, is diſtinguiſh- 
ed with the dreadful, the glorious capacity, of being pained, or 
bleſſed, for ever this ſoul ſurpaſſes in worth, whatever the 
eye can fee; whatever, of material, the fancy can imagine. 
Before one fuch intellectual being, all the treaſure, and all the 
magnificence of unintelligent creation, becomes poor and con- 
temptible f. For this foul, Omnipotence itſelf has waked, 
and worked, through every age. To convince this foul, the 
fundamental laws of nature have been controuled; and the 
. moſt amazing miracles, have alarmed all the ends of the earth. 
To inflru@ this foul, the wiſdom of heaven has been transfuſed 
into the facred page; and miſſionaries have been ſent from 
the Great King, who refides in light unapproachable. To 
ſanfify this ſoul, the Almighty Comforter takes the wings of 
a dove; and, with a ſweet transforming influence, broods on 
the human heart. And O] to redeem this foul from guilt ; to 
reſcue it from hell; the heaven of heavens was bowed, and 
Gop himſelf came down to dwell in duſt. 


U 2 Let 


ww 


+ In this reſpect, as veſted with fuch capacities, the ſoul even of 
fallen men, has an unqueſlionable greatneſs and dignity ; is maje/tic, 
though in ruin. 

t I beg leave to tranſcribe a pertinent paſſage, from that cele- 
brated maſter of reaſon, and univerſal literature, Dr. Bentl-y ; 
whom no one can be tempted to ſuſpect, either tin&ured with en- 
thufiaſm, or warped to bigotry.——“ If we conſider, ſays he, the 
dignity of an intelligent being, and put that in the ſcale againſt 
brute and inanimate matter; we may affirm, without overvaluing 
human nature, that the ſoul of one virtuous and religious man is of 
greater worth and excellency, than the ſun, and his planets, and all 
the ſtars in the world.” 


See kis ſermoas at Boyle's Let No. 8. 
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Let me pauſe, a while, upon this important ſubject. What 
are the ſchemes, which engage the attention of eminent ſtateſ- 
men, and mighty monarchs, compared with the grand inte- 
reſts of an immortal foul ? The ſupport of commerce, and the 
ſucceſs of armies, though extremely weighty affairs; yet, it 
laid in the balance againit the ſalvation of a ſoul, are lighter 
than the downy feather, poiſed againſt talents ot gold. To 
fave a navy from ſhipwreck, or a kingdom from flavery, are de- 
liverances of the moſt momentous nature, which the tranſac- 
tions of mortality can admit. But O! how they ſhrink into 


an inconſiderable trifle, (it their aſpe& upon im mortality for- 


) they are ſet in competition with the delivery of a fingle 
oul, from the anguith and horrors of a diftrefſed eternity *. 

Is ſuch the importance of the foul! What vigilance then 
can be tes much; or rather, what holy ſolicitude can be /«f- 
ficient; tor the overſrers of the Saviour's flock, and the guard- 
ians of this great, this venerable, this invaluable charge 
Since ſuch is the importance of the foul; wilt thou not, O 
man, be watchful for the preſervation of thy own? Shall every 
caſual incident, awaken thy concern; every tranfitory toy, 
command thy regard? And hall the welfare of thy ſoul, a 
work of continual occurrence; a work of endleſs conſequence; 
ſue, in vain, for thy ferious care? —— Thy ſoul, thy ſoul, is 
thy all. If this be ſecured, thou art greatly rich, and wilt be 
unſpeakably happy. If this be f, a whole world acquired, 
will leave thee in poverty; and all its delights enjoyed, will a- 
bandon thee to miſery. 

I have often been charmed, and awed at the fight of the 
nocturnal heavens; even before I knew how to contider them, 
in their proper circumitances of majeſty and beauty. S2m:- 
thing like magic, has ſtruck my mind, on a tranſient and un- 
thinking ſurvey of the zthercal vault; tinged throughout 
with the pureſt azure, and decorated with innumerable ſtarry 
lamps. I have felt, I know not What, powerful and aggran- 
dizing impulſe; which ſeemed to ſnatch me from the low en- 
tanglements 


— — 


Not all yon luminaries quench'd at once 

Were hait ſo tad, as one ben:ghted mind, 

Wuich grupes ior happtiels. and meets d-ip2ir. 
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' tanglements of vanity, and prompted an ardent ſigh for /i er 
| objefts. Methonght, I heard, even from the filert ſph-ces, 4 
commanding call, to ſpurn the ahject earth, and pant en ita 


ſeen delights. Henceforward, I hope to imbibe more co. 
piouſly, this moral emonation of the {kies; when, in fome ſuch 
manner as the preceding, they are rationally ſeen, and the 
fight is duly improved. The ftars, I truſt, will teach as well 
ſhine ; and help to diſpel, both nature's gloom, and my intel- 


lectual darkneſs. To ſome people, they diſcharge no better a 


ſervice, than that of holding a flamhean to their feet, and ſoft. 
ening the horrors of their night. To me and my friends, 
may they act as miniſters of a ſuperior order; as counſellors 
of wiſdom, and guides to happin?ſs! Nor will they fail to ex- 
ecnte this nobler office, if they gently light our way, into the 
knowledge of their adored Maker; if they point out, with 
their ſilver rays, our path to his beatific preſence. 

I gaze, I ponder. I ponder, I gaze; and think incffable 
things.——l roll an eye of awe and admiration. Again and 
again I repeat my ravithed views; and can never fatiate either 
my curioſity, or my inquiry. I ſpring my thoughts into this 
immenſe field, till even fancy tires upon her wing. I find 
wonders, ever new; wonders, more and more amazing. 
Yet, after all my preſent inquiries, what a mere u do I 
know; by all my future ſearches, how tie ſhall I be able to 
learn; of thoſe vaſtly diſtant ſuns, and their circling retinue 
of worlds! Could 1 pry with Newton's piercing ſagacity, or 
launch into his extenſive ſurveys: even then, my apprehen- 
fions would be little better, than thoſe dim and ſcanty images, 
which the mole, juſt emerged from her cavern, receives on her 
feeble optic. This, ſure, thould reprets all impatient or 
immoderate ardor to pry into the ſecrets of the ſtarry ſtruc- 
tures ; and make me more particularly careful, to cultivate my 
heart. To tathom the depths of the divine eflence; or to ſcan 
univerſal nature, with a critical exaCtneſs; is an attempt, 
which ſets the acuteft philoſopher, very nearly on a level with the 
ideot. Since it is almoſt, if not altogether, as impracticable hy 
the former, as by the latter. 

Be it, then, my chief ſtudy, not to purſne, what is abſo- 
lately unattainable ; but rather to ſeek, what is obvious to 


And; ealy to be acquired; and of in- — advantage, when 


potl-fed. 
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poſſeſſed. O] Let me ſeek that charity, which edifieth *; 
that faith, which purifieth. Love, humble love, not conceited 
ſcience, keeps the door of heaven. Faith, a child-like faith 
in Jesvs; not the haughty ſelf ſufficient ſpirit, which ſcorns 
to be ignorant of any thing; preſents a key + to thoſe abodes 
of blifs. This preſent ſtate, is the ſcene deſtined to the 
exerciſe of devotion ; the invilible world, is the place appointed 
for the enjoyment of knowledge. There, the dawn of our infan- 
tile minds, will be advanced to the maturity of perfect day; 
or rather, there our midnight thades, will be brightened into 
all the luſtre of noon. There, the fouls which come from the 
ſchool of faith, and bring with them the principles of love, 
will dwell in light itſelf; will be obſcured with no darkneſs at 
all; will know, even as they are known . Such an ac- 
quaintance, therefore, do I deſire to form, and to carry on ſuch 
a correſpondence, with the heavenly bodies; as may ſhed a 
benign influence on the ſecs of grace, implanted in my breaſt. 
Let the exalted tracts of the firmament, fink my foul into deep 
Bumiliation. Let tl. oſe cternal tires, kindle in my heart an a- 
dering gratitude, to their Almighty Sovereign. Let yonder 
ponderous and enormous globes, which reſt on his ſupporting 
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1 Cor. viii. 1. I need not inform my reader, that in this text; 
in that admirable chapter, 1 Cor. xiii. and in various other paſ- 
ſages of ſcripture; the word charity, ſhevld by no means be con- 
fined to the particular act of a/m- ning, or external beneſicence. 
It is of a much more exalted and extcifive natute. It ſigniſfics 
that divinely precious grace, Which warms the ſoul with ſupreme 
love to God, and enlarges it with dfrterefted afectian for men, 
Which renders it the reigning care of the life, and chief delight of 
the heart, to promote the happineſs of the cre, and the glory of 
the other. This, this, is that charity of which ſo many excel 
lent things are every where ſpoken. Which can never be too high- 
ly extolled, or to carneftly coveted, ſiuce it is the image of Goo, 
and the very ſpirit of heaven. 4 


} The righteoufncis of Cxrisr. This is what Mir ron beau - 
fully dyles; 


T he golien hey, 


That opes the palace of eternity, 
* x Cor. iii. 12. 
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arm ; teach me an N affiance, in their incarnate Maker. 
Then ſhall I be——if not wiſe as the aſtronomical adept, yet 
WISE UNTO SALVATION. 

Having now walked and worſhipped, in this univerſal temple, 
that is arched with ſkies; emblazed with ſtars; and extended 
even to immenſity Having caſt an eye, like the enraptured 
patriarch +; an eye of rea/on and devotian, through the mag- 
nificent ſcene, With the former, having diſcovered an infi- 
nitude of worlds; and with the latter, having met the Deity 
in every view——Having þeheld, as 1M:/:; in the flaming buſh, 
a glimpſe of JEnovan's excellencies! reflected from the ſeve- 
ral planets, and ftreaming from myriads of celeſtial luminaries 
having read various leſſons, in that ſtupendous book of wi 
dom *, where unmeaſurable ſheets of azure compoſe the page; 
and orbs of radiance write, in everlaſting characters, a comment 
on our creed What remains, but that I cloſe the midnight 
ſolemnity, as our Lok concluded his grand facramental inſti- 
tution, with a ſong of praiſe ? And behold a hymn, ſuited 
to the ſublime occaſion ; indited by {5 inſpiration itſelf; trans- 
ferred into our language, by + one of the happieſt efforts of hu- 


man ingenuity. 


« The ſpacious firmament on high, 
With all the blue æthereal ſky, 
And ſpangled heav' us, a ſhining frame, 
Their great Original proclaim: 
Th' unwearied fun from day to day, 
Does his Creator's pow'r diſplay ; 
And publiſhes, to ev'ry land, 
The work of an almighty hand. 


Soon as the ev'aing ſhades prevail, 
The moon takes * the wond'rous tale; 
And 
+ Gen. xv. 5. 
For heaven 
Is as the 50 of Gop before thee ſet, . 
Wherein to read his wondrous works. Mir r. 


Pal. xix. 
t Apnisow, Spec. Vol. VI. No. 465. 


CONTEMPLATIONS, e. 


And nightly, to the liſt'ning earth, 
Repeats the ſtory of her birth; 
While all the ſtars, that rougd ber burn, 
And all the planets in their turn, 
Confirm the tidings as they roll, 

And ſpread the truth from pole to pole. 


What, t in ſolemn ſilence, all 
Move round the dark terreſtrial ball ? 
What though, nor real voice nor found 
Amid their radiant orbs be found ? 5 
In reaſon's ear they all rejoice, 

And utter forth a glorious voice, 
For ever ſinging, as they ſhine, 
The hand that made us, is divine. 
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Storms and tempeſis may calm the fou Su and ice be taught 
to warm the heart, and praiſe the Creator. 
Anonym. lett. to the author. See p. 164- 
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A Winter-Piece. 


Amidſt the burning heats of ſummer, HE ex- 
pands the leaves, and thickens the ſhades. He ſpreads the 
cooling arbor, to receive us; and awakes the gentle breeze, to 
fan us. The moſs ſwells into a couch, for the repoſe of our 
dodies z while the rivulet ſoftly rolls, and ſweetly murmurs, 


ever ve l-ok. 


to ſoothe our imagination.———In autumn, HIS bounty co- 


vers the fields, with a profufion of nutrimental treaſure ; and 
bends the boughs, with loads of delicious fruit. He furniſhes 
his hoſpitable board with preſent plenty, and prepares a co- 
pious magazine for future wants.——But, is it only in theſe 
ſniling periods of the that Gop, the all-gracious Gop, 
is ſeen ? Has winter, winter, no tokens of his preſence ! 
Yes: All things are eloquent of his praiſe. * His way is in 
the whirlwind.” Storms and tempeſts fulfil his word, and ex- 
tol his power. Even piercing froſts, bear witneſs to his good- 
neſs; while they bid the ſhivering nations tremble at his wrath. 
—— Be winter then, for a while, our theme. Perhaps, thoſe 

barren 


n 


—_— _ 


A ſketch of this nature, I muſt acknowledge, is quite differ- 


ent from the ſubject of the book: and I cannot but declare, was as 


fa diſtant, from the thoughts of the author. But, the defire of 
X 3 vera. 
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may be of ista jrvgwovement. 
"Figorous cold, which binds the carth in icy 
— ed we em wi 


chains; may 
love. 


the enraged and relentleſs 
' the air; but chilling 


2 — Nature, diveſted of all 


room is hung with funeral black, and diſmal ob- 

| We to have the glimmering 
cover ſpectacles of for- 
viſtble.-——And, fince this 
jule better than » continual conflict with fi, o 
with miſery; is it not a graciows ordina- 
* e 


2 


. 
- 4 * * 
. 


Pe Ore RY YL with an > iptimation of i its vlefutneſs 
by a very polite letter from an w:known hand (which has unYefignech 
furniſhed me with the beſt motto I could recolleQ ), prevailed wit? 
we to add a few deſcrigtive touches, ue! improving hints, on what 
is ſo often experienced in theſe northern regions. I hope, the at- 
tempt I have made to oblige theſe gentlemen, will obtain the appro: 
lation, or at leaft, the excuſe, cf my other readers 
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fell. 
tained itfelt within its appointed bounds. Bar, ſwollen by in- 
- . numerable currents; and roufed, at laſt, into urco: 1troulable 


— — > 


ww ww 4 _.-.4 


WIN TE Ar EC 3 


trial, forthe virtuois, are ſum̃ciently long ; al „„ un 
ſuch a term, allowed to the wicked, would render . — 
all meaſurt vile. Our way to "the Kim dom of hewr uz 
through tribufariens. Shall we then ai, fievil ve not 
rather bes; the Providence, which lras macle the paſſig; mort? 
Soon, ſoon we croſs te vale of tears; and then arrive ou the 
happy ny light for ever ſhines, where 3 my for. cher 


„ 


Sometimes, ts FI is Wh ſhorter ſtill; a blot- 
- out e The vaotnrs auber; they — 
gloom; and or the face of the tk 
7 tenke „the rait deſcend. The f1-1i-es of the — 
are openat ; and the low-hung clourts pour their congregated 
ſores. Cbpious and unintermitted, ftiÞ they pour; aad ſtiil 


are unexh2vufted. - The waters drop incefantly from the EVeS, 
and rufh in rapid ftreams from the ſpouts. "They rocr along 


the channeſtet pavements, and ſtand in foul ſhallows amidit 
the village-firetts? Now, if the inattentive eye, or n:2lig:e t 
hand, has lefe the roof put ſeantily covered ; the indinu wing 


element finds its wax ito every flaw, and oozing through the 

ceiling, at once upbraids and chaſtiſes the careleſs inhabitar:t. 

The ploughman, Tfoaktdto the fin, leaves his half: t'lledd acre, 
The poor poultry, 

| tenants of the bough fold 

the ſtreaming air. "The beaſts, joyleſs and diſpirited, rumi- 


drippitg with wet, croud into ſhelter. The 
their wings, afraid to launch into 


nate under their ſheds. The roads ſwim, and the brooks 
The river, amidſt all this watry ferment," long con- 


rage ; burſts over its banks; ſhovts into the plain j bears down 
all oppoſtitĩonʒ ſpreads itſelf far and wide; aud burics the mea- 


| Gow under a brown, ſluggiſh, ſoaking deluge. 


Ho happy for man, that this inun atio i comey, when there 
are no flowery crops in the valley, to be overwhelmed ; no 


fields ſtanding thick with corn, to be laid waſte! At 20 1 


it would have been run to the huſbandman and big 
ily: but, thus timed, it yields manure tor his ground, and 
Prout 
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iſes him riches in reverſion. often, and how 

| has the divine Majeſty bore with the moſt injurious af. 
fronts from finners! His goodneſs triumphed over their per. 
verſeneſs, and graciouſly refufed to be exaſperated. But, O 
pre ſumptuous ereatures, multiply no longer your provocations, 
Gree not, by repeated iniquities, the Almighty Arm to ſtrike; 
leſt his-long 


break forth z like a Zed of vaters, and ſweep you away, in- 
to irrecoverable and everlaſting perdition. 

How y! how majeſtic! and O! how myſterious are 
thy works, thou GOD of heaven, and LORD of nature 
When the air is calm, where fleep the formy winds ? In what 
chambers are they repoſed, or in what dungeons confined | 
Till thou art pleaſed to awaken their rage, and throw open 
their priſon doors. Then, with irreũſtible impetuoſity they 
fly forth, ſcattering dread, and menacing deſtruction. 

The atmoſphere is hurled into the moſt tumultuous confu- 
fron. The zreal torrent burſts its ways over mountains, ſeas, 
and cantinents. All things feel the dreadful ſhock. All 
things tremble before the furious blaſt. The Hreſt, vexed 
ard tore, groans under the ſcourge. Her ſturdy ſons are 
ſtrained to the very root, and almoſt ſweep the ſoil, they were 
wont to ſhade. The ſtubborn oak, that diſdalus to bend, is 
dathul hcadloug to the ground; and with ſhattered arms, 
with proſtrate trunk, blocks the road While the {!:xile 
reed, that ſprings up in the marih, yielding to the guſt (as the 
meet and pliant temper, to injuries; or the re/ig e d and patient 
ſpirit, co misfortunes); eludes the force of the itorm, and ſur- 
vives amidſt the wide-{pread havoc. | 

For a moment, the turbulent and outrageous ſky, ſeems to 
be aſſuaged: but, it intermits its wrath, only to increaſe its 
ſtrength. Soon, the ſounding ſquadrons of the air return to 
the attack, and renew their ravages with redoubled fury. The 
ſtately dome rocks, amidſt rhe wheeling clouds. The impreg- 
nal: le tower totters on its balis; and threatens to overwhelm, 
whom it was intended to protect. The ragy-d rock is rent in 
ice f, Ad Ever the hills, the perpetual hills, on their deep 
. foundations, 
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* Hol, v. 10. T1 Kings xix. 13. 


ſuffering ceafe, and his fiezce anger break forth; 
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foundations, are ſcarcely ſecure. Where, now, is the place 
of fafety? When tlie city reels, and hoaſes become heaps! ſleep 
afrighted flies. Diverſion is turned into horror. All is up- G 
roar in the element; all is conſternation among martals; and- | [ 
nothing, but one wide ſcene of ructul devaſtation, through the 
land. Yet, this is only an inferior miniſter of divine diſplea- 
fure. The executioner of milder indignation. How then, 
OY? how will the kfty looks of man be humbled, and the haughti- 
| meſs of man be b-wed dun ; when the LORD GOD omni- 
ſhall meditate terror—when he thall ſet a/l his terrors in 
array—when he ariſes, to judge the nations, and to ale terri- 
bly the earth ! 

The ocean ſwells with tremendous commotions. The pon- 
derous waves are heaved from their capacious bed, and almoſt 
lay bare the unfathomable deep. Fluag into the moſt rapid 
agitation, they ſweep over the rocks; they laſh the lofty cliffs; 
and tofs themſelves into the clouds. Navies are rent from their 
anchors; and, with all their enormous load, are whirled, ſwift 
as the arrow, wild as the winds, along the vaſt abyſs. 
Now, they climb the rolling mountain; they plow the fright- 
ful ridge; and ſeem to ikim the ſkies. Anon, they plunge 
into the opening gulf; they loſe the fight of day ; and are loſt 
themſelves to every eye. How vain is the pilot's art! How 
impotent the mariner's ſtrength ! 'They reel to and fro, and 
ſtagger in the jarring hold; or cling to the cordage, while 

| burſting 


* — AMortalia corda 
Per gentes humilis flravit Paver. 


One would almoſt imagine, that Virgil had read 7aiah, and bor- 
rowed his ideas from Chap. ii, ver. 11. The humilit and Hravit 
of the one, ſo exactly correſpond with the nu ied bored down of 
the other, But, in one circumftance, the prophet is very much ſu- 
perior to the The prophet, by giving a ſtriking con- 
traft to his ſentiments, repreſents them with iacomparably greater 
energy. He ſays not, men in the groſs, or the human heart in ge- 

3 but men uf the moſt elated looks; hearts big with the moſt 
arrogant imaginations. Even hee ſhall ſtoop from their ſuperci - 
lious heights ; cven theſe ſhall grovel in the duſt of abaſement, and 
ſhudder with ali the extremes of an abject puſillanimity. 


4 
% 


” _- 


Wenn N 


. 
N ry 4 
2 . — — 
9 
_ = 
gy » — * 4 — 
= bd * 
— OY 5 — 
— — - - 
= * * 4 
— Y — 8 32 32 * = 
- * 
- — » 
— = — — 


„ , uw wg” * 
. —— 
— * 
—_ - 
* = = 
—— — , 


-» - 
--— $5 b 


—_— 


— — 
— «+ = — — = 
” 
; 42 2 
= — * 
- — 
= % — 4 
—— — 


Aire en 


169 


| burſting. ſeawfoaw over the deck. Deſpurr is in every face, 


and death fits thretening oh every furge—JZut why, O ye 
aſtoniſhed mariners, why thoul.1 you abaudon yourſelves to 
deſpair? Is the LOR D's hand fr7cned,. becauſe the waves of 
the fea rage horribly? Ts his ear deafgncy, by the roarin 
thunders, and the b. lowing tempeſt ? Cry, cry unto HIM, 
who ** holdeth the winds in his fit, and the waters in the hol- 
low of his hand.” HE is all-gracious, to hear; and almighty, 
to fave. If HF commaud, the ſtorm ſhall be huſhed to ſilence; 
the billows thal! ſnafide into a calm: the lightnings thall lay 
their fiery bolts atide; and, inftead of finking in a watry 
grave, you thall ſind yourſelves brought to the defired haven: 
Sometimes, after a joyleſs day, a more diſmal night ſuc- 
ceeds—— The Izv, louring rapours had wove fo thick a veil, 
as the me; :dian fun could ſcarcely penetrate. What gloom 
then muſt overwhelm the nocturnal hours! the moon with- 
draws her ſhining. Not a fingle ſtar, is able to ſtruggle 
through the deep arrangement of ſhades. All is piteby dark- 


neſs, without one enlivening ray. How folemn! How awful ! 


It is like the ſhroud of nature, or the return of Chaos. I 
don't wonder, that it is the parent of terrors, and fo apt to 
ingender mciancholy. Latcly, the tempeſt marked its rapid 
way with miſ:hief; now, the night dreſſes her filent pavilion 
with horrar. 

I have /ametimes left the beaming tapers, withdrawn from the 
r:ddy fire, and plunged into the thickeſt ot the footy thades ; 
without regretting the change, rather exulting in it as a wel- 
come deliverance. The very gloom was pleafing, was exhila- 
rating, compared with the converſation I quitted. The f| 
of my companions (how does it grieve me, that I ſhould even 
once have occaſion to call them by that name!) was the lan- 
guage of darkneis: was horror to the foul, and torture to the 
car. Their teeth was ſpears and arretus, and their tongue 6 


Tarp frerd, to ſtab and aſſaſſinate their neighbour's character. 


Their thragt was an open ſepulebre, gaping to devour the repu- 
tation of the innocent, or tainting the air with their virulent 
and polluted breath — Sometimes, their licentions and un- 
governable diſcourſe, ſhot arrows of profanenecy7 againſt heaven 
itlelf; and, in proud defiance, challenged the reſentment of 
Omnipotence.— Sometimes, as if it was the glory of human 
natur“, 10 cheriſh the grit appetites of the brute; of ary 
mar? 


Ou ur 4 WY WP” 4A 


AWINTER-PIECE i169 


mark of a gentleman, to have ſerved an 2 iceſhip in 4 
brothel ; the filthieſt jeſts of the ſtews (if low obſcenity can be 
a jeſt) were nauſeouſly obtruded on the company. All the 
modeft part were offended and grieved; while the other beſot- 
ted creatures laughed aloud, though the leproſy of unclean- 
neſs appeared on their lips. Are not theſe perſons prijoners 
of darkneſs ; thongh blazing ſconces, pour artificial day 
through their rooms? Are not their ſouls immured in the 
moſt baleful ſhades; though the noon-tide ſun is brightened, 
by flaming on their gilded chariots : They diſcern not that 
great and adorable Being, who fills the univerſe with his in- 
finite and glotious preſence ;, who is all eye, to obſerve their ac- 
tions; all ear, to examine their words. They Fnow not the 
all-ſufficient Redeemer, nor the unſpeakable bleſſedneſs of his 
heavenly kingdom. 'They are groping for the prize of happi- 
neſs ; but will certaivly graſp the thorn of anxicty. They are 
wantonly ſnorting on the brink of a precipice; and are 
moment in danger of falling headlong. into irretrievable ruin, 
| and endleſs deſpair. 
| They have forced me out, and are, perhaps, deriding me in 
my abſence: are charging my reverence for the ever-preſent 
GOD, and my concern for the dignity of our rational nature, 
to the account of humour and ſingularity; to narrowneſs of 
thought, or ſourneſs of temper. —Be it fo. I will indulge 
no indignation againſt them. It any thing like it Gould ariſe, 
I will convert it into « Pity them, O thou Father 
of mercies !——Shew them the madneſs of their profaneneſs. 
 Shew them the baſeneſs of their vile ribaldry. Let their 
diſſolute rant be turned into ſilent ſorrow and confuſion. Till 
they open their lips, to adore thine inſulted Majeſty, and to im- 
| plore thy gracious pardon, Pill they devote to thy ſervice, 
| thoſe ſocial hours, and thoſe ſuperior faculties, which they are 
| now abuſing—to the diſhonour of thy name—to the contami- 
nation of their own fouls—and (unleſs timely repentance in- 
tervene) to their everlaſting infamy and perdition.” 
I ride home amidſt the gloomy void. All darkling and ſo- 
litary, I can ſcarce diſcern my horſe's head ; and only gueſs 
out my blind road. Ne companion, but danger; or perhaps 
« Jeftruction ready at my fide 64 But, why do 1 tancy 


Vol. II. myſelf 
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ſclitary? Is not the Father of lights; the Gon of my life; the 
great and everlaſting friend; always at my right-hand? becauſ- 
the day is excluded, is his Omnipreſence vacated ? Thoug! | 
have no earthly acquaintance near, to aſſiſt in caſe of a mis. 
fortune ; or to begnile the time, and divert uneaſy ſuſpicions, 
by entertaining conferences; may I not tay my help © 101 che 
Almighty, and conver{: with Cop by humble fupplicatio ? 
For this exerciſe, no place is improper; no hour unſeaſonable; 
and no poſture incommodious. This is /eciety, the belt of ſo- 
ciety, even in ſolitude. Fhis is a fund of delights, eaſily por- 
table, and quite inexhauſtible. A treaſure this, of unknown 
value; liable to no hazard, from wrong or robbery; but per- 
fe® ly fecure, to the lonely wanderer, in the molt darkſome 
paths. 

And why fhould I diſtreſs myſelf with apprebenſions of po- 
ri! This acceſs to Gon, is not only an indefeaſible privileg, 
hut a kind of ambulatory gur rin. Thoſe, who make known 
their requeſts unto Gov, and rely upon his protecting care; 
he gives Hit ange/s charge over their welfare. His angels are 
commiſtionec, to efcort them in their travelling; and to hold 
up their goings, tht they Jaih not their foot againſt a ſtone “. 
Nay, he himſelf condeſcends to be their guardian, 2nd “ keeps 
all their bones, fo that not one o them is broken.” Be- 
tween theſe perfons, and rhe moſt mitchisvous objects, a treaty 
of pence is concluded. the articles of this grand alliance, are 
recorded in the book of zevelition; and will, when it is fer 
te real benefit of believers, ail.irelly be made good in the ad- 
mimiſtrations of providence. I Hat day, faith tht LORN, 
bil { mike a rovenant for them with the beaſts of the field, and 
evith the foals of heaver, and wth the creeping things ef the 
grmrnd and they ſhall be in leone with tho ſtanes of the feld +. 
'Fhough they tall hea!long on“ e flints; even the flints, fitted 
to traciare the tknll, fh:ill reccive thein as into. the arms of 
fri-n- Whip; and not otter to hurt, whonvthe Lond is pleaſed 
to preſerve. 

Yay then enjoy the preſenge of this gracious Gop, and 
ctu knett and haht thi.!! be both alike. Jet HUN whiſper peace 
to my con{cience ; ant this dreall filence mall be more charm- 

ing 
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ing, than the voice of eloquence, or the ſtrains of muſic. Let 
HIM reveal his raviſhing perfrctions in my foul; and I ſhall 
not want the ſaffron beauties of the morn, the golden glories 
of noon, or the impurpled evening ſky. I ihall figh only for 
thoſe moſt deſirable and diſtinguiſhed realms; where, the light 
ef HI> countenance perpetuai/y ſhines, and couſequently— 
« there t * no night there.” 

Ile ſurpriſing are the alterations of nature! I left her, the 


preceding evening, plain and unadorned. But, now, a thrc# 
rime has ſhed its hoary honours over ail, It has hagged the 
| flogces of the ſheep, and criſped the tavcller's locks. The 
| hedges are richly fringed, aud ail the ground is prof ufuly puw- 


dered. The downward br:mches are taſſeled with ſilver, and. 
the upright are feathered with the plumy ware. | 
The Aue, arc not always the lui. he air, ami. ft wit 
theſe gaudy decorations, is charged with chilliny and nnevb oem 
ſeme damps. The raw hazy influence ſpreads wide, tits deer, 
hangs heavy and oppreſſive on the ſprings „F life. A lidet; 
languor clogs the animal functions; and the purple ſtream 
glides but faintiy through its channels. In vain, the ruicr of 


the day exerts his beaming powers: in vain, he attempts to 
| dilperie this inſurrection of vapors. The fullen, malignant 

cloud refuſes to depart. It envelopes the world, and juter- 
| cepts the preſpect. I look abroad for the neighbouring village; 


I fend my eye in queſt of the riſing turret; but am ſcarce able 
to diſcern the very next houſe. Where are the blue arches 


of heaven? Where is the radiant countenance of the fun ? 


Where the boundleſs ſcenes of creation? Loſt, loſt are their 
beauties; quenched their glories. The thronged theatre of 
the univerſe, ſeems an empty void; and all its elegant pictures, 
an undiſtinguithed blank Thus would it have been with 
our intellectual views, if the geſpel had not come in to our re- 
lief. We ſhould have known, neither our true good, nor 
real evil. We had been a riddle to ourſelves; the preſent 
ſtate all conftution, and the future impenetrable darkneſs. But, 
the Sun of righteouſneſs, ariſing with potent and triumphant 
deams, has diſſipated the interpoſing cloud. Has opened a 

2 proſpcct. 
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more beautiful, than the bloſſoms of ſpring; more 
chearing, than the treafures of autumn; and far more en- 
larged, than the extent of the viſible fyſtem. Which, having 
led the eye of the mind, through fields of grace, over rivers 
of righteouſneſs, and hills crowned with knowledge; termi. 
nat*s, at length, in the heavens; ſweetly loſing itielf, in re- 
gions of infinite bliſs, and endleſs glory. 

As I walk along the fog, it | uw at ſome little diſtance, to 
be almoſt ſolid gloom; fuch as would hut out every glimpſe 
of light, and totally i me im obſcurity. But, when [ 

approach, and enter it; I find myſelf agrecably miſtaken, and 
the miſt much Zhi» ner, than it appeared. —Such is the cafe, 
with regard to the — of the preſent lite; they are not, 
when experienced, ſo as a timorous imagination ſur- 
miſed. Such alſo is = caſe, with reference to the gratifica- 
tions of ſenſs; they prove not, when enjoyed, ſo ſubſtantia], 
as a ſanguine expectation repreſented. In both inftances, we 
are graciouſly diſappointed. The keen edge of the calamity is 
blunted, that it may not wound us with incurable anguiſh: the 
exquiſite reliſh of the proſperity is palled, that it may not 
captivate our affeCtions, and enſlave them to inferior de- 

ts. 

Sometimes, the ace of things wear a more pleaſing form; 
the very reverſe of the foregoing. The ſober evening advances, 
to cloſe the ſhort-lived day. The firmament, clear and un- 
ſullied, puts on its brighteſt blue. The ftars, in thronging 
multitudes, and with a peculiar brilliancy, glitter through the 
fair expanſe. While the fo pours its ſubtle and penetrating 
influence, all around. Sharp and intenſely ſevere, all the long 
night, the rigid æther continues its operations. When, late 
and flow, the morning opens her pale eye; in what a curious 
and amuſing diſguiſe is nature dreiſed ! The icicles, jagged 
and uneven, are pendent on the houſes. A whitiſh film in- 
cruſts the windows, where mimic landſcapes riſe, and fancied 
figures ſwell. The fruitful fields are hardened to iron; the 
moiſtened meadows are congealed to marble ; and both re- 
ſound (an effect unknown before) with the peafant's haſty 
tread. The ſtream is arreſted in its career, and its overflow- 
ing ſurface chained to the banks. The fluid paths become 2 
ſol: road; where the danny ſhoals were wont to rove, the 
ſp-rtive 
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ſportive youth ſlide, or the rattling chariots roll . And 


(what would ſeem, to an inhabitant of the ſouthern world, as 
unaccountable as the deepeſt myſteries of our religion) that 
very ſame breath of heaven, which cermerts the lakes into a 
cryſtal pavement; cleavet the oaks, as it were. with inviſible 
wedpes: „ breaks in pieces the northern iron, and the ſteel ,” 
even while it builds a bridge of icy rock, over the ſens +. 

The air is all ſerenity. Refine by the nitrous particles, it 
affords the moſt dittinct views, and cxtenſive prolpzcts. The 
ſeeds of infefti u are killed; and the pefiilere deitroyed, even 
in embryo. So, the cold of Miclion 1cnds io mortify our cor- 
ruptions, and ſubdue our vicious havits. Tne crouding at- 
moſphere conſtringes Hur bodies, an braces our nerves. The 
ſpirits are buoyant, and fally brickly on the execution of their 
office. In tlie ſummer- months, ſuch an uncloucted ſky, and 
fo bright a ſun, woubl have malteit us with heat, and ſoftened 
us into ſupincneſs. Me ſhould have been ready to throw our 
limbs under the ſpreuding beach, and to lie at cafe by the 
murmuring brook. But, now, none loiters in his path; noue 
is ſeen with folded arms. All is in motion; all is activity. 
Choice, prompted by the weather, ſupplies the ſpur of ne- 
ceſſity. Thus, the rugged ſchool of mistortune, often trains up 
the mind, to a vigorous exertion of its faculties. The ben 
climates of adver/ity, often inſpirits us with a manly reſolut on. 
When a ſott and downy affluence, perhaps, would have relax- 
ed all the generous ſpring of the foul; and have left it ener- 
vated with pleaſure, or diſſolved in indolence. 

« COLD cometh out of the north.” The winds, having 
ſwept thoſe deſarts of ſnow, arm themſclves with millions of 
frozen particles, and make a fierce deſcent upon our iſle. Un- 

der 
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* Undaque jam tergo ferrato; ſuſtinet arhot, 
Pubbibus illa prius patulis, nunc hoſpita plauſris. 
Erague difiliunt vulgo. | Viss. 
+ Job xxxviii 30. The waters are hid, locked np from the 
cattle's lips, and ſecured from the fiſher's net, as wells were wut 
to he cloſed with a ponderous and impenetrable /fix2. Ang nt on- 
ly lakes and rivers, but the ſurface of the great deep, with its reftlets 
and uncontroulable ſurges, ir taten ct, by the frost, and bannt 
in ſhining fetters, 
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der black and ſcowling clouds, they drive, dreadfully whizzingy 
through the darkened air. They growt aronnd our houſes ; 
aſſault our doors; and, eager for entrance, faſten on our win- 
dows. Walls can ſcarce reftrain them; bars are unable to ex- 
clude them; through every eranny they force their way. Ice 
is on their wings; they ſcatter agues through the land; and 
winter, all winter rages as they go. Their breath is as a ſear- 
ing “ iron to the little verdure, leſt in the plains. Vaſtly 
more pernicious to the tender plants, than the tharpeſt knife; 
they kill their branches, an wound the very root. Let not 
de corn venture to peep too freely from the antrenchment of 
the turrow ; let not the fruir-bearing bloſſoms dare to come 2 
broad, from their lodgment in the bark; left thefe murderous 
vinſts inter cept and fia: the unwary ſtrangers; and deſtroy 

the hopes of the alvancing year. 
hit is ſevercly coll! Who is fo har lv, as not to ſhrink 
at this e bely pinching weather ? See! Every face is pale. 
Lven the blooming cheeks contract a gelid hue; and the teeth 
Rare forbear chattering. Ye that. ſit eaſy and joyous, a- 
miaſt your commodious apartinents, ſolacing yourſelves in the 
difiultive warmth of your fire; be mindtul of your brethren, 
in the chearluſs tenements of poverty. Their thatter2d pancs 
are open to the piercing winds; 2 tattered garment, ſcarcely 
covers their thivering fleth; while a few faint and dying em- 
bers on the ſqualid hearth, rather mock their withes, than 
warm their limbs. Vhile the gencrous juices of Oports, 
ſparkle in your glaſſes; or the ſtreams, beautitully tinged and 
deliciouſly favoured with the C::ne/e leaf, fmuk> in the clegant 
porcelain: O remember, that many of your feilow-creatures, 
11gidit all the rigour of thete inclement ikies, are emaciated 
with ſickneſs; benumbed with age; an piciug with hunger. 
Let „“ their loins bleſs you,” for comfortable clothing. Re- 
| ſtorg 
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* This, I ſuppoſe, is the meaning of that figurative expreſſion, 
uſed by the prophet Haubau; who, ſpeaking uf the Chaldeans 
invading Judt r, ſays Their facene r the incurions they make, 
ſhall ſup up. ſhall ſwallory greedily, hall devour utterly, the inha- 
hitants of the country, and their vainable eike&ts; as the keen, Cure 
coding bia'ts of the ca- and, dero exery gretn thing in the 
eld. Fab. i. 9. 
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ſtore them with mellicine; regale them with food; and baffle 


the raging year. Jo, may you never know ny of their diſ- 
trefles, but only by the h-aring of the ear; the ſceing of the 
eve; or the feeling of a tener commiſeration ! Metlunke, 
the bitter bluſt ring winds plead he the pour inligen's. May 
they breathe pity into yr breatte: walle they blow hard Rips 
into their huts! ——Obſerve thoſe blue flames, and ruddy coals, 
in your chimney: quickened by the coll, they look more live- 
Iv, and glow more ſtrongly. Silent, but f:afonabvle admoni- 
tien to the gay circle, that chat an ſmile around them! Thus, 
muy your hearts, at fisch a juncture of need, Kindle mto à pe- 
culiar benevolence! 1etain not your ſuperfluous piles of wood. 
Let them hiiſten to the relief of the ſtarving family. Ed them 
expire in many a willing blaze, to mitigate the ſeverity of the 
teafon, and chear the bic1k abodes of want. So ſhall they af- 
cena, ming 1-4 with thankſyivings to Gop, and ardent prayers 
for your wetfare—ucend, more grateful to heaven, than co- 
lumns ot the moſt coſtly incenſe. 

Now the winds ceaſe. Having brought their load, they are 
dif.nifſed fro n ſervice. They have wafted an immenſe cargo 
of clouds, which empty themſelves in ſnow. At firſt, a few 
ſcattered threds come wandering down the faddened ſky. 
This flight ſkirmiſh is ſucceded by a general onfet. The 

flakes, large and numerous, and thick-waving, deſcend. They 
dim the air, and haſten the approach of night. Through all 
the night, in ſoft filence, and with a continual flow, this fleecy 
ſhower falls. In the morning, when we awake, what a ſur- 
priting change appears?—ls this the fame world? Here is no 
diveriity of colour! I can hardly diſtinguiſh the trees, from 
the hills, on which they grow. Which are the meadows, and 
Which the plains? Where are the green paſtures, and where 
the fallow-laads? All things lie blen led in the bright confu- 
fion. So bright, that it heightenz the ſplendor of day, and 
even dazzles the organs of ſigb“. The lawn is not ſo fair, 
as this ſnowy mantle, which inveſts the licids; and even the 
tis, was the lily to appear, would look tarnithed in its pre- 
ſence. I can think of but % thing, which excels or equals 
the glittering robe of winter. Is any perſon deſirous to know 
my oxeaning? He may bud it explained in that admirable 
hyinn, 
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hymn *, compoſed by the royal penltent. Is any defirous to 
poſſeſs this matchleſs ornament ? He will find it offered to his 
ac - in every page of the goſpel. 
See! (for the eye cannot ſatisfy itſelf, without viewing again 
and again the curious, the delicate ſcene) See] how the hedges 
are habited, like ſpotleſs veſtals! The houſes are roofed with 
uniformity and luſire. The meadows are covered with a care 
pet of the fineſt ermine +. The groves bow, beneath the love- 
ly burden z and all, all below, is one wide, immenſe, ſhining 
waſte of white. By deep ſnows, and heavy rains, GOD 
up the hand of every man. And for this purpoſe, adds 
our ſacred philoſopher, that all men may know his work 4. He 
confines them within their doors, and puts a ſtop to their ſe- 
cular buſinefs ; that they may conſider the things, which be- 
long to their ſpiritual welfare. That having a vacation from 
their ordinary employ, they may obſerve the works of his 
power, and become acquainted with the myſteries of his 
And worthy, worthy of all obſervation, are the works of 
the great Creator. They are prodigiouſly various, and per- 
fectly amazing. How pliant and ductile is nature, under his 
forming hand! At his command, the ſelf-ſame ſubſtance aſ- 
ſumes the moſt different ſhapes; and is transformed into an 
endleſs multiplicity of figures. If HE ordains, the water is 
moulded into hail, and ditcharged upon the earth like a volley 
of ſhot; or, it is conſe/rduted into ice, and defends the rivers, 
« as it were with a breaſt-plate.” At the bare intimation of 
his will, the very ſame element is ſcattered in hoar-froſt, like 
a ſprinkling of the moſt attenuated aſhes; or, is ſpread over the 
ſurface of the ground, in theſe couches of ſwelling and flaky 
down. 8 
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* Can any thing be whiter than ſnow? Yes, faici David; if 

Gop be pleaſed to waſh me from ray fins in the blood of Crier, / 

be even whiter than aun, Plal. li 7. wee pages 94, 95. 

+ This animal is milk white. As for thoſe Set pets, which we 
nerally ſce, in linings of ermine, they are added by the furrier. 

ja order to diverſify the appearance, ur heighten the beauty, of the 

native colour. 


1 Job xxxvii. 7. 
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The ſnow, however it may carry the appearance of cold, 
affords a warm garment for the cora; ſcreens it from nipping 
froſts, and cherithes its infant growth. It will abide for a 
while, to exert a protecting care, and exerciſe a foſtering in- 
fluence. Then, touched by the ſun, or thawed by a ſoftening 
gale ; the furry veſture, melts into genial moiſtvre; finks deep 
into the foil, and ſaturates its pores with the diſſolving nitre : 
teplenithing the glede with thoſe principles of vegetative life, 
which will open into the bloom of ſpring, and ripen into the 
truits of autumn. Beautiful emblem this, and comfort- 
able repreſentation of the divine word; both in the ſucceſo- 
ful, and advantageous ifſue of its operation! « As the rain 
cometh down, and the fnow from heaven, and returneth not 
thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and 
bud, that it may give ſced to the fower, and bread to the eat- 
er: ſo ſhall my word be, that goeth forth out of my mouth: 
it ſhall not return unto me void, but ſhall accompliſh that 
which I pleaſe, and it ſhall proſper in the thing whereunto I 
n | 

Nature, at length, puts off her lucid veil. She drops it in a 
trickling thaw. The looſened ſnow, rolls in ſheets from the 
houſes. Various openings ſpot the hills; which, cven while 
we look, become larger, and more numerous. The trees rid 
themſelves by degrees, of the hoary incumbrance. Shook 
from the ſpringing boughs, part falls heavy to the ground, part 
flies abroad in ſhining atoms. Our fields and gardens, lately 
buried beneath the drifted heaps, rite plain and diſtinct to 
view. Since we ſee nature once again, has the no verdant 
traces, no bcautiful features, left? They are, like real friends, 
very rare; and therefore the more particularly to be regarded, 
the more highly to be valued. Here and there, the 2/5 
hangs out her glowing berries; the lauruſtinus ſpreads her grace- 
ful tufts; and both, under a covert of unfading foliage.— 1 he 
plain, but hardy ivy cloaths the decrepid, erazy wall; nor 
ihrinks from the friendly office, though the ſkies frown, and 
the ftorm roars. The /aurel, firm, erect, and bold, expands 
its leaf of vivid green. In ſpite of the united, the repeated at 

Vol. II. Z. tacks: 
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tacks of wind, and rain, and froſt, it preſerves an undiſmayed 
lively hook; arid maintains its poſt, while withering millions 
fall around. Worthy, by vanquiſhing the rugged force of 
winter, worthy to adorn the triumphant conqueror's brow.— 
Nor muſt I forget the baz-tree; which ſcorns to be a mean pen- 
ſioner, on a few tranſient ſunny gleams; or, with a ſervile ob- 
ſequiouſneſs, to vary its appearance, in conformity to the 
changing ſeaſons. By ſuch indications of ſterling worth, and 
ſtaunch reſolution, rcading a lecture to the poet's genius; while 
it weaves the chaplet for his temples. Tneſe, and a few o- 
ther plants, clad with native verdure, retain their comely aſpect, 
in the bleakeſt ciimes, and in the coldeſt months. 

Such, and fo durable, are the accompliſhments of a refined 
underſtanding, and an amiable temper. Ihe tawdry orna- 
ments of dreſs, which catch the unthinking vulgar, ſoon be- 
came infipid and defpicable. The rubied lip, and the roſy 
cheek fade. Even the ſparkling wit *, as well as the ſpark- 

ling 
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* How little daes Gad eſteem the things that men count great 3 
the enduwments of wit and cloquence, that mer admire in fome ! 
Alas ! how poor are they to him! He reſpe&eth not any who are 
wiſe in heart: they are n _ and leſs than nothing, in his 
eyes Even wie men admire, how little it is that men know ; 
how ſmall a matter lies under the ſound of theſe popular wonders, 
a learned man, a great ſcholar, a great ſtateſman! How much 
more doth the all- wiſe Gop meanly account of theſe! He often 
diſcovers, even to the world, their meanneſs. He befools them. So 
yalour, or birth, or worldly grcatueſs, theſe he gives, and gives ay 
things he makes no great reckoning of, to ſuch as ſhall never ſee 
his face ; and calls to the inheritance of glory poor deſpiſed crea- 
tures, that are looked on as the of-ſcourings, and refuſe of the 
world“ 

THUS fays an excellent author; who writes with the moſt 
amiable ſpirit of benevolence ; with the molt unaffeQed air of hu- 
mility; and like the ſacred originals, from which he copics, with a 
majeſtic ſimplicity cf flylc. Whoſe feled? works I may venture 
to recommend, not only as a treaſure, but as a Mint of genuine, 
merliug, evangelical picty. —Sce page 520 of. Archbiſhop 
Le1GHToNn's e axorks, the Edirburgh edition, octavo Which 
it is neee ſſary to ſpreily, becauſe the London edition does not con- 
t it that pait of his wriungs, which has ſupplied me with the pre 
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Ting eye, pleaſe but for a moment. But the virtuous mind nas 
charms, which ſurvive the decay of every inferior embelliſh- 
ment. Charms, which add to the fragrance of the flower, the 
permanency of the ever-green. | | 

Such, Ikewiſe, is the happineſs of the fincerely religious; 
like a tree, fays the inſpired Moraliſt, « whofe leaf ſh il not 
fall.” He borrows not his peace from external circwnitances 
but has a fund within, and is © ſatisfied from himſelf “.“ K- 
ven though impov-riſhed by calamitous accidents; he is rich in 
the poſſeſſion of grace, and richer in the hecpe of glory. His joys 
are infinitely ſuperior to, as well as nobly independent on, the 
tranſitory glow of {eniual delight, or the capricious favours of, 
what the world calls, fortune. 

If the /now compoles the light-armed troops of the ſkv; me- 
thinks, the Hail conſtitutes its heavy artillery f. When deen 
by a vehement wind, with what dreadful impetuoſity, does 
that ſtony ſhower fall! How it rebounds from the frozen 
ground, and rattles on the reſounding dome ! It attenuates the 
rivers into ſmoke, or ſcourges them into foam. It cruthes the 
infant flowers; cuts in pieces the gardener's early plants; and 
batters the feeble fortifications of his glaſſes into ſhivers. It 
darts into the traveller's face : he turns, with haſte, from the 
ſtroke; or feels, on his cheek, for the guſhing blood. If hie 
would retreat into the houſe, it follows him even thither; and, 
like a determined enemy, that puſhes the purſuit, daſhes 

the crackling panes. But the fierce attack is quick- 
ly over. The clouds have foon ſpent their ſhafts; ſoon un- 
ftrung their bow. Happy for the inhabitants of the earth, 
that 2 fally fo dreadfully furious, ſhould be fo remarkably hort 
What elſe could endure the ſhock, or eſcape deſtruction? 

But, behold a bot, of no hoſtile intention! A bow, painted 
in variegated colours, on the diſburdened cloud. How vaſt is 
the 
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* Prov. xiv. 14. 

+ He cafteth forth bis ice like morſels, Pſal. cxlvii. 19. Which, 
in modern language, might be thus expreſſed; he poureth his hail 
lite a volley of ſhot. The word „* tranſla* d mor/el,, al- 
lades, I think, to thoſe fragments of the rock, r 9% floneg 
from the brook, which in the day of battle, the warriors hurled 
from their ſlings, 
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the extent, how delicate the texture, of that Sowery arch ! It 
| the heavens, with a glorious circle; and teaches 
us to forget the horrors of the ſtorm. + Llegant its form, and 
rich its tincture; but, more delightful its ſacred ſigniſicancy. 
While the violet and the roſe, biuſh in its beautiful aſpect; the 
olive-branch ſmiles in its gracious import. It writes, in radi- 
ant dyes, what the angels tung in harmonious ſtrains; „Peace 
on earth, and good-will towards men.“ It is the ſtamp of in- 
ſurance, for the continuance of ſeed- time, and harveſt; for the 
preſervation and ſecurity of the vitible world *. It is the com- 
fortable token +, of a better ſtate, and a happier kingdom 
a kingdom where ſin ſhall ceaſe, and miſery be abolithed; 
where ſtorms ſhall beat, and wintcr pierce, no more; but ho- 
lineſs, happineſs, and joy, like one unbounded ring, for ever, 
ever bloom. 
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* Gen. ix. 12—16. + Rev. iv. 3. 
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